
(123rd General Assembly)
(Amended Substitute House Bill Number 187)

AN ACT

To amend sections 109.14, 133.09, 309.09, 504.01, 504.02,

504.03, 504.04, 504.12, 504.13, 504.14, 504.16, 504.17,

504.18, 504.19, 505.261, 505.262, 505.264, 505.37,

505.373, 505.60, 505.701, 709.50, 711.05, 711.10,

713.22, 1901.026, 2921.421, 3737.46, 3767.03, 4301.28,

5543.01, 5543.09, 5549.02, and 5573.01 and to enact

sections 504.20, 505.601, 505.602, and 5549.021 of the

Revised Code to refer to townships that have adopted the

limited self-government form of township government as

"limited home rule government" townships, to make

changes in the laws governing those townships, to permit

any township, for specified purposes, to issue securities

or change the provisions for issuing debt, to change the

composition and voting practices of county planning

commissions, to authorize townships to reimburse

officers and employees for certain health care premiums,

and to change the Subdivision Law to give townships

notice of proposed changes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That sections 109.14, 133.09, 309.09, 504.01, 504.02,
504.03, 504.04, 504.12, 504.13, 504.14, 504.16, 504.17, 504.18, 504.19,
505.261, 505.262, 505.264, 505.37, 505.373, 505.60, 505.701, 709.50,
711.05, 711.10, 713.22, 1901.026, 2921.421, 3737.46, 3767.03, 4301.28,
5543.01, 5543.09, 5549.02, and 5573.01 be amended and sections 504.20,
505.601, 505.602, and 5549.021 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as
follows:

Sec. 109.14. When requested by them, the attorney general shall advise
the prosecuting attorneys of the several counties respecting their duties in all



complaints, suits, and controversies in which the state is, or may be a party,
and shall advise the township law director of a township that has adopted the
a limited self-government form of township home rule government under
Chapter 504. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 133.09. A (A) Unless it is a township that has adopted a limited
home rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, A township
shall not incur net indebtedness that exceeds an amount equal to five per
cent of its tax valuation, and, except as specifically authorized by section
505.262 of the Revised Code or other laws, shall not incur any net
indebtedness unless authorized by vote of the electors.

(B) A township that has adopted a limited home rule government under
Chapter 504. of the Revised Code shall not incur net indebtedness that
exceeds an amount equal to ten and one-half per cent of its tax valuation, or
incur without a vote of the electors net indebtedness that exceeds an amount
equal to five and one-half per cent of that tax valuation. In calculating the
net indebtedness of a township that has adopted a limited home rule
government, none of the following securities shall be considered:

(1) Self-supporting securities issued for any purpose;
(2) Securities issued for the purpose of purchasing, constructing,

improving, or extending water or sanitary or surface and storm water
sewerage systems or facilities, or a combination of those systems or
facilities, to the extent that an agreement entered into with another
subdivision requires the other subdivision to pay to the township amounts
equivalent to debt charges on the securities;

(3) Securities that are not general obligations of the township;
(4) Voted securities issued for the purposes of redevelopment to the

extent that their principal amount does not exceed an amount equal to two
per cent of the tax valuation of the township;

(5) Securities issued for the purpose of acquiring or constructing roads,
highways, bridges, or viaducts, or for the purpose of acquiring or making
other highway permanent improvements, to the extent that the resolution of
the board of township trustees authorizing the issuance of the securities
includes a covenant to appropriate from money distributed to the township
under Chapter 4501., 4503., 4504., or 5735. of the Revised Code a sufficient
amount to cover debt charges on and financing costs relating to the
securities as they become due;

(6) Securities issued for energy conservation measures under section
505.264 of the Revised Code.

(C) In calculating the net indebtedness of a any township, no obligation
incurred under division (B) of section 513.17 or under section 505.261,

Am. Sub. H. B. No. 187
2



505.264 or, 505.265, or 505.37 of the Revised Code shall be considered.
Sec. 309.09. (A) The prosecuting attorney shall be the legal adviser of

the board of county commissioners, board of elections, and all other county
officers and boards, including all tax-supported public libraries, and any of
them may require written opinions or instructions from the prosecuting
attorney in matters connected with their official duties. The prosecuting
attorney shall prosecute and defend all suits and actions which any such
officer or board directs or to which it is a party, and no county officer may
employ any other counsel or attorney at the expense of the county, except as
provided in section 305.14 of the Revised Code.

(B) The prosecuting attorney shall be the legal adviser for all township
officers, boards, and commissions, unless the township has adopted the a
limited self-government form of township home rule government pursuant
to Chapter 504. of the Revised Code and has not entered into a contract to
have the prosecuting attorney serve as the township law director, in which
case the township law director, whether serving full-time or part-time, shall
be the legal adviser for all township officers, boards, and commissions.
When the board of township trustees finds it advisable or necessary to have
additional legal counsel, it may employ an attorney other than the township
law director or the prosecuting attorney of the county, either for a particular
matter or on an annual basis, to represent the township and its officers,
boards, and commissions in their official capacities and to advise them on
legal matters. No such counsel or attorney may be employed, except on the
order of the board of township trustees, duly entered upon its journal, in
which the compensation to be paid for such the legal services shall be fixed.
Such The compensation shall be paid from the township fund.

Nothing in this division confers any of the powers or duties of a
prosecuting attorney under section 309.08 of the Revised Code upon a
township law director.

(C) Whenever the board of county commissioners employs an attorney
other than the prosecuting attorney of the county, without the authorization
of the court of common pleas as provided in section 305.14 of the Revised
Code, either for a particular matter or on an annual basis, to represent the
board of county commissioners in its official capacity and to advise it on
legal matters, the board of county commissioners shall enter upon its journal
an order of the board in which the compensation to be paid for such the legal
services shall be fixed. The compensation shall be paid from the county
general fund. The total compensation paid, in any year, by the board of
county commissioners for legal services under this division shall not exceed
the total annual compensation of the prosecuting attorney for that county.
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(D) The prosecuting attorney and the board of county commissioners
jointly may contract with a board of park commissioners under section
1545.07 of the Revised Code for the prosecuting attorney to provide legal
services to the park district the board of park commissioners operates. All
moneys received pursuant to such a the contract shall be deposited into the
prosecuting attorney's legal services fund, which shall be established in the
county treasury of each county in which such a the contract exists. Moneys
in that fund may be appropriated only to the prosecuting attorney for the
purpose of providing legal services under a contract entered into under this
division.

Sec. 504.01. A township that meets the qualifications of this section
may adopt a limited home rule government in the manner provided in this
section.

(A) If a township has a population of at least five thousand but less than
fifteen thousand in the unincorporated territory of the township, the board of
township trustees, by a majority vote, may adopt a resolution causing the
board of elections to submit to the electors of the unincorporated area of the
township the question of whether the township should adopt the a limited
self-government form of township home rule government under which it
exercises limited powers of local self-government and limited police
powers, as authorized by this chapter. The question shall be voted upon at
the next general election occurring at least seventy-five days after
certification of the resolution to the board of elections.

(B) If a township has a population of fifteen thousand or more in the
unincorporated territory of the township, the board of township trustees,
after at least one public hearing, may do either of the following:

(1) By a unanimous vote, adopt a resolution establishing a limited home
rule government under which the township exercises limited powers of local
self-government and limited police powers as authorized by this chapter.
The resolution shall become effective thirty days after the date of its
adoption unless within that thirty-day period there is presented to the board
of township trustees a petition, signed by a number of registered electors
residing in the unincorporated area of the township equal to at least ten per
cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor in that area at the
most recent general election at which a governor was elected, requesting the
board of township trustees to submit the question of establishing a limited
home rule government to the electors of that area for approval or rejection at
a special election to be held on the day of the next primary or general
election occurring at least seventy-five days after the petition is presented.
Each part of the petition shall meet the requirements specified in section
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3501.38 of the Revised Code. Upon timely receipt of the petition, the board
of township trustees shall adopt a resolution causing the board of elections
to submit to the electors of the unincorporated area of the township the
question of whether the township should adopt a limited home rule
government.

(2) By a majority vote, adopt a resolution causing the board of elections
to submit to the electors of the unincorporated area of the township the
question of whether the township should adopt a limited home rule
government under which it exercises limited powers of local
self-government and limited police powers, as authorized by this chapter.
The question shall be voted upon at the next general election occurring at
least seventy-five days after certification of the resolution to the board of
elections.

If the population of the unincorporated territory of any township that
adopts a limited home rule government under division (B) or (D) of this
section is fifteen thousand or more, the township shall be called an "urban
township."

(C) Townships with a population of less than five thousand in the
unincorporated territory of the township are not permitted to adopt a limited
home rule government.

The (D) If a township meets the population requirements of division (A)
or (B) of this section, the electors of the unincorporated area of a the
township may petition the board of township trustees to adopt a resolution
causing the board of elections to submit to the electors the question of
whether the township should adopt the a limited self-government form of
home rule government. Upon receipt of a petition signed by ten per cent of
the electors of the unincorporated area of the township, as determined by the
total number of votes cast in that territory area for the office of governor at
the preceding most recent general election for that office, the board of
township trustees of the township shall adopt such a the resolution. The
question shall be voted upon at the next general election occurring at least
seventy-five days after the certification of the resolution to the board of
elections.

Sec. 504.02. (A) After certification of a resolution as provided in
division (A), (B), or (D) of section 504.01 of the Revised Code, the board of
elections shall submit the question of whether to adopt the a limited
self-government form of township home rule government to the electors of
the unincorporated area of the township, and the ballot language shall be
substantially as follows:

"Shall the township of ........... (name) adopt the a limited

Am. Sub. H. B. No. 187
5



-government (also known as home rule) form of township government,
under which form government the board of township trustees, by resolution,
may exercise limited powers of local self-government and limited police
powers?
...... For adoption of the a limited self-government (also known

as home rule) form of government
...... Against adoption of the a limited self-government (also

known as home rule) form of government"
(B) At least forty-five days before the election on this question the

board of township trustees shall have notice of the election and a description
of the proposed limited self-government form of home rule government
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township for three
consecutive weeks and have the notice and description posted in five
conspicuous places in the unincorporated area of the township.

(C) If a majority of the votes cast on the proposition of adopting the a
limited self-government form of township home rule government is in the
affirmative, such form that government is adopted and becomes the form of
government of the township on the first day of January immediately
following the election.

Sec. 504.03. (A)(1) If the a limited self-government form of township
home rule government is adopted pursuant to section 504.02 of the Revised
Code, it shall remain in effect for at least three years except as otherwise
provided in division (B) of this section. At the end of that period, if the
board of township trustees determines that such form of that government is
not in the best interests of the township, it may adopt a resolution causing
the board of elections to submit to the electors of the unincorporated area of
the township the question of whether the township should continue the
limited self-government form of township home rule government. The
question shall be voted upon at the next general election occurring at least
seventy-five days after the certification of the resolution to the board of
elections. After certification of such a the resolution, the board of elections
shall submit the question to the electors of the unincorporated area of the
township, and the ballot language shall be substantially as follows:

"Shall the township of ........... (name) continue the limited
self-government (also known as home rule) form of township government,
under which it is operating?
.......... For continuation of the limited self-government (also

known as home rule) form of government
.......... Against continuation of the limited self-government (also

known as home rule) form of government"
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(2) At least forty-five days before the election on the question of
continuing the limited self-government form of home rule government, the
board of township trustees shall have notice of the election published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the township for three consecutive
weeks and have the notice posted in five conspicuous places in the
unincorporated area of the township.

(B) The electors of a township that has adopted the a limited
self-government form of home rule government, at any time may propose at
any time by initiative petition, in accordance with section 504.14 of the
Revised Code, a resolution submitting to the electors in the unincorporated
area of the township, in an election, the question set forth in division (A)(1)
of this section.

(C) If a majority of the votes cast under division (A) or (B) of this
section on the proposition of continuing the limited self-government form of
township home rule government is in the negative, such form of that
government is terminated effective on the first day of January immediately
following the election, and the a limited self-government form of home rule
government shall not be adopted in the unincorporated area of the township
pursuant to section 504.02 of the Revised Code for at least three years after
that date.

(D) If the a limited self-government form of township home rule
government is terminated pursuant to this section, the board of township
trustees immediately shall adopt a resolution repealing all resolutions
adopted pursuant to this chapter that are not authorized by any other section
of the Revised Code outside this chapter, effective on the first day of
January immediately following the election described in division (A) or (B)
of this section. However, no resolution adopted under this division shall
affect or impair the obligations of the township under any security issued or
contracts entered into by the township in connection with the financing of
any water supply facility or sewer improvement under sections 504.18 and
504.19 to 504.20 of the Revised Code or the authority of the township to
collect or enforce any assessments, or other revenues constituting security
for or source of payments of debt service charges of such those securities.

Sec. 504.04. (A) A township that adopts the a limited self-government
form of home rule government, by resolution, may do all of the following by
resolution, provided that any such resolution of these resolutions, other than
a resolution to supply water or sewer services in accordance with sections
504.18 and 504.19 to 504.20 of the Revised Code, may be enforced only by
the imposition of civil fines as authorized in this chapter:

(1) Exercise all powers of local self-government within the
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unincorporated area of the township, other than powers that are in conflict
with general laws, except that the township shall comply with the
requirements and prohibitions of this chapter, and shall enact no taxes other
than those authorized by general law, and except that no resolution adopted
pursuant to this chapter shall encroach upon the powers, duties, and
privileges of elected township officers or change, alter, combine, eliminate,
or otherwise modify the form or structure of the township government
unless the change is required by this chapter;

(2) Adopt and enforce within the unincorporated area of the township
such local police, sanitary, and other similar regulations as that are not in
conflict with general laws or otherwise prohibited by division (B) of this
section;

(3) Supply water and sewer services to users within the unincorporated
area of the township in accordance with sections 504.18 and 504.19 to
504.20 of the Revised Code.

(B) No resolution adopted pursuant to this chapter shall do any of the
following:

(1) Create a criminal offense or impose criminal penalties, except as
authorized by division (A) of this section;

(2) Impose civil fines other than as authorized by this chapter;
(3) Establish or revise subdivision regulations, road construction

standards, sewer regulations, urban sediment rules, or storm water and
drainage regulations;

(4) Establish or revise building standards, building codes, and other
standard codes except as provided in section 504.13 of the Revised Code;

(5) Increase, decrease, or otherwise alter the powers or duties of a
township under any other chapter of the Revised Code relative pertaining to
agriculture or the conservation or development of natural resources;

(6) Establish regulations affecting hunting, trapping, fishing, or the
possession, use, or sale of firearms;

(7) Establish or revise water or sewer regulations, except in accordance
with sections 504.18 and 504.19 of the Revised Code.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as affecting the powers of
counties with regard to the subjects listed in divisions (B)(3) to (5) of this
section.

(C) Under the a limited self-government form of township home rule
government, all officers shall have the qualifications, and be nominated,
elected, or appointed, as provided in Chapter 505. of the Revised Code,
except that the board of township trustees shall appoint a full-time or
part-time law director pursuant to section 504.15 of the Revised Code.
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(D) In case of conflict between resolutions enacted by a board of
township trustees and municipal ordinances or resolutions, the ordinance or
resolution enacted by the municipal corporation prevails. In case of conflict
between resolutions enacted by a board of township trustees and any county
resolution, the resolution enacted by the board of township trustees prevails.

Sec. 504.12. No resolution and no section or numbered or lettered
division of a section shall be revised or amended unless the new resolution
contains the entire resolution, section, or division as revised or amended,
and the resolution, section, or division so amended shall be repealed. This
requirement does not prevent the amendment of a resolution by the addition
of a new section, or division, and in this case the full text of the former
resolution need not be set forth, nor does this section prevent repeals by
implication. Except in the case of a codification or recodification of
resolutions, a separate vote shall be taken on each resolution proposed to be
amended. Resolutions that have been introduced and have received their
first reading or their first and second readings, but have not been voted on
for passage, may be amended or revised by a majority vote of the members
of the board of township trustees, and the amended or revised resolution
need not receive additional readings.

The board of township trustees of a limited self-government home rule
township may revise, codify, and publish in book form, the resolutions of
the township in the same manner as provided in section 731.23 of the
Revised Code for municipal corporations. Resolutions adopted by the board
shall be published in the same manner as provided by sections 731.21,
731.22, 731.24, 731.25, and 731.26 of the Revised Code for municipal
corporations, except that they shall be published in newspapers circulating
within the township. The clerk of the township shall perform the duties that
the clerk of the legislative authority of a municipal corporation is required to
perform under those sections.

Sec. 504.13. (A) The Except as provided in division (B) of this section,
the board of township trustees of a township that adopts the a limited
self-government form of home rule government may adopt, by resolution,
adopt building codes and other standard codes promulgated by the state, or
any department, board, or other agency of the state, or any code prepared
and promulgated by a public or private organization that publishes a model
or standard code, including, but not limited to, a plumbing code, electrical
code, refrigeration machinery code, piping code, boiler code, heating code,
air conditioning code, or any code pertaining to fire, fire hazards, and fire
prevention. Any codes adopted pursuant to this section shall be adopted in
the manner provided for in section 505.75 of the Revised Code and shall be
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made available as required in section 505.76 of the Revised Code.
(B)(1) In a county in which the board of county commissioners adopts a

code as described in division (A) of this section, no No township that adopts
the limited self-government home rule form of government shall adopt such
a code described in division (A) of this section in any county that has
adopted a code dealing with the same matter to be regulated.

(2) If a board of township trustees in a township that adopts the a
limited self-government form of home rule government adopts a code as
described in division (A) of this section and the board of county
commissioners of the county in which the township is located subsequently
adopts a code dealing with the same matter to be regulated, the code adopted
by the board of township trustees shall be of no effect one year after the
effective date of the code adopted by the board of county commissioners or
at an earlier date, as determined by the board of township trustees.

Sec. 504.14. In a township that adopts the a limited self-government
form of home rule government, resolutions may be proposed by initiative
petition by the electors in the unincorporated area of the township and
adopted by election by these electors, and resolutions adopted by the board
of township trustees may be submitted to these electors for their approval or
rejection by referendum, under the same circumstances and in the same
manner as provided by sections 731.28 to 731.40 of the Revised Code for
municipal corporations, except that both of the following apply:

(A) Initiative and referendum petitions shall be filed with the township
clerk, who shall perform those the duties imposed under such those sections
upon the city auditor or village clerk.

(B) Initiative and referendum petitions shall contain the signatures of
not less than ten per cent of the total number of electors in the
unincorporated area of the township who voted for the office of governor at
the preceding most recent general election for that office in that area of the
township.

Sec. 504.16. (A) Each township that adopts the a limited
self-government form of township home rule government shall promptly do
one of the following:

(1) Establish a police district pursuant to section 505.48 of the Revised
Code, except that the district shall include all of the unincorporated area of
the township and no other territory;

(2) Establish a joint township police district pursuant to section 505.481
of the Revised Code;

(3) Contract pursuant to section 311.29, 505.43, or 505.50 of the
Revised Code to obtain police protection services, including the
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nforcement of township resolutions adopted under this chapter, or on a
regular basis.

(B) A township that has taken an action described in division (A) of this
section before adopting the a limited self-government form of township
home rule government need not take any other such action upon adopting
that form government.

(C) The requirement that a township take one of the actions described in
divisions (A)(1), (2), and (3) of this section does not prevent a township that
acts under division (A)(1) or (2) of this section from contracting under
division (A)(3) of this section to obtain additional police protection services
on a regular basis.

Sec. 504.17. The establishment of the a limited self-government form of
township home rule government does not affect any act done, ratified, or
affirmed, or any contract or other right or obligation accrued or established,
or any action, prosecution, or proceeding, civil or criminal, pending at the
time this change in form of government takes effect. The establishment of
the a limited self-government form of township home rule government does
not affect any cause of action, prosecutions, or proceedings existing at the
time it takes effect. Rights that attach to any act of the township, and
actions, prosecutions, or proceedings may be prosecuted and continued, or
instituted and prosecuted against, by, or before the department having
jurisdiction or power of the subject matter to which such the right, action,
prosecution, or proceedings pertain.

All rules and orders lawfully promulgated prior to the establishment of
the a limited self-government form of township home rule government in
the township continue in force and effect until amended or rescinded in
accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 504.18. (A) As used in this section and in section sections 504.19
and 504.20 of the Revised Code, "water supply facilities" means all
buildings, facilities, and pipelines acquired, constructed, or operated by or
leased to a township, or to be acquired, constructed, or operated by or leased
to a township, that the board of township trustees considers necessary for the
storage, transportation, or treatment of water resources and the operation of
facilities which that supply water, together with all property rights,
easements, and interests in real or personal property that may be required for
the operation of the facilities.

(B) For the purpose of supplying water or sewer services to users within
the unincorporated area of the township, the board of township trustees by
resolution may acquire, construct, maintain, improve, repair, operate, and
pay all or any part of the costs of water supply facilities. The board may
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provide such a supply of water or sewer services by contract with any
municipal corporation, county sewer district, or regional water and sewer
district or any person, firm, or private corporation furnishing a public water
supply or sewer services within or outside its the township. If the best
interests of the township and the users of the water supply facility so
require, the board may sell or otherwise dispose of the water supply facility.

(C) To pay all or any part of the costs of a water supply facilities or
sewer services under this section or section 504.19 of the Revised Code, the
board of township trustees by resolution may levy special assessments upon
lots and lands in the township benefiting from the water supply facilities or
sewer improvements and may issue unvoted securities in anticipation of the
levy or collection of those special assessments in accordance with Chapter
133. of the Revised Code. At the discretion of the board, assessments may
be levied by one of the following methods:

(1) By a percentage of the tax value of the property assessed;
(2) In proportion to the benefits that result from the improvement

improvements;
(3) By the front footage of the property bounding and abutting the

improvements.
(D) For the purpose of paying costs of constructing or otherwise

improving a water supply facility and paying debt service charges on voted
or unvoted securities of the township issued for such purposes, and for
paying costs of operating and maintaining a water supply facility, the board
may charge, alter and collect rents and other charges for the use of services
of a water supply facility, which rents and charges if not paid when due may
be certified by the township clerk to the county auditor, who shall place the
same on the tax duplicate to be collected as other taxes. Those rents and
charges are a lien on the property served from and after the date of entry by
the county auditor on the tax duplicate.

(E) The costs of constructing or otherwise improving a water supply
facility may include any of the following:

(1) The purchase price of real estate or any interest therein;
(2) The cost of preliminary and other surveys;
(3) The cost of preparing plans, specifications, profiles, and estimates;
(4) The cost of printing, serving, and publishing notices and any

required legislation;
(5) The cost of all special proceedings;
(6) The cost of labor and material, whether furnished by contract or

otherwise;
(7) Interest on bonds or notes issued in anticipation of the levy or
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collection of special assessments;
(8) The total amount of damages resulting from the project that are

assessed in favor of any owners of lands affected by the project and any
interest thereon;

(9) The cost incurred in connection with the preparation, levy, and
collection of the special assessments, including legal expenses incurred by
reason of the project;

(10) All contract construction costs;
(11) Incidental costs connected with the project.
(F) The board may make any contract for the purchase of supplies or

material or for labor for any work in connection with the water supply
facilities in the manner provided in section 6119.10 of the Revised Code.

(G) The board may adopt, amend, rescind, publish, administer, and
enforce rules for the construction, maintenance, operation, protection, and
use of the water supply facilities as are considered necessary and advisable.
The rules shall not be inconsistent with the laws of the state or the rules of
the environmental protection agency. The board may enforce the rules by
mandamus, injunction, or other legal remedy.

Sec. 504.19. (A) The board of township trustees may prepare and adopt
a general plan of water supply or sewer services. After the general plan has
been approved by the board, the board immediately shall notify the board of
county commissioners if territory served by a county water supply facility or
a county sewer district includes territory to be covered by the plan, the
legislative authority of a municipal corporation that operates a water supply
or sewer system in any of the territory to be covered by the plan, and the
board of trustees of any existing regional water and sewer district that
includes any territory to be covered by the plan, of the township's intention
to provide water supply or sewer services and shall describe the area where
the township proposes to provide water supply or sewer services. The
notified board of county commissioners, legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, and board of trustees of the regional water and sewer district
then have thirty days from the date of notification to comment and object in
writing to the township's provision of water supply or sewer services. An
objection may be based on one or more of the following:

(1) The county, municipal corporation, or special district already
provides the proposed water supply or sewer services to the area to be
served.

(2) The county, municipal corporation, or special district has in its
service plan provisions to provide the proposed water supply or sewer
services in the future to the proposed area within a reasonable period of
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time.
Within fifteen days after receiving objections, the board of township

trustees may request in writing submitted to the objecting party that the
issue of the township's provision of the proposed water supply or sewer
services be mediated. The mediation shall be performed either by the Ohio
commission on dispute resolution and conflict management or by having
each party select a mediator and having those two mediators select a third
mediator who, together with the other two mediators, shall conduct the
mediation.

Within forty-five days after the request for mediation is submitted, any
mediation shall be completed, and any agreements reached between the
parties shall be filed in writing with the parties. Thereafter, the respective
governing boards may adopt the agreements, making those agreements
binding on the parties, or, if one or more of the agreed-upon points is
rejected, that rejection shall be considered a final decision of a governing
board for purposes of Chapter 2506. of the Revised Code, and the board of
township trustees may file an appeal under that chapter regarding its
provision of the proposed water supply or sewer services. In addition to any
findings of the court provided in section 2506.04 of the Revised Code, the
court may determine that the county, municipal corporation, or special
district has not met the criteria specified in divisions (A)(1) and (2) of this
section and, therefore, the township may provide its proposed water supply
or sewer services or, in the alternative, may determine that the township
could provide the proposed water supply or sewer services more expediently
than the county, municipal corporation, or special district with no substantial
increase in cost to the users of the water supply or sewer services and,
therefore, order that the township may provide its proposed water supply or
sewer services.

(B) Once the board has approved a general plan of water supply or
sewer services under division (A) of this section, the board shall hire an
engineer to prepare detailed plans, specifications, and estimates of the cost
of the improvement improvements, together with a tentative assessment of
the cost based on such the estimates. The tentative assessment shall be for
the information of property owners, and shall not be certified to the county
auditor for collection. The detailed plans, specifications, estimates of cost,
and tentative assessment, as prepared by the engineer and approved by the
board, shall be preserved in the office of the board and shall be open to
inspection of all persons interested in the improvements.

(B) The (C) Once it has been determined under division (A) of this
section that a township may provide its proposed water supply or sewer
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services, the board may condemn for the use of the township any public or
private land, easement, rights, rights-of-way, franchises, or other property
within or outside the township required by it for the accomplishment of its
purposes according to the procedure set forth in sections 163.01 to 163.22 of
the Revised Code. The engineer hired by the board may enter upon any
public or private property for the purpose of making surveys and
examinations necessary for the design or examination of water supply or
sewer facilities. No person shall forbid or interfere with the engineer or his
the engineer's authorized assistants entering upon property for these
purposes. If actual damage is done to property by the making of a survey
and examination, the board shall pay the reasonable value of the damage to
the owner of the property damaged, and the cost shall be included in the
assessment upon the property benefited by the improvement.

(C)(D) As soon as all questions of compensation and damages have
been determined for any water supply facilities or sewer services
improvement project, the board shall cause to be made an estimated
assessment, upon the lots and lands to be assessed, of such part of the
compensation, damages, and costs of the improvement as is to be specially
assessed according to the method specified by resolution of the board. The
schedule of the assessments shall be filed with the township clerk for the
inspection of interested persons. Before adopting the estimated assessment,
the board shall cause written notice to be sent to the owners of all lots and
lands to be assessed that the assessment has been made and is on file with
the township clerk, and the date when objections to the assessment will be
heard. Such objections Objections shall be filed in writing with the board
before the date of the hearing. If any objections are filed, the board shall
hear them and act as an equalizing board, and may change the assessments
if, in its opinion, any change is necessary to make the assessments just and
equitable. The board shall adopt a resolution approving and confirming the
assessments as reported to or modified by the board.

(D)(E) The resolution levying the assessments shall apportion the cost
among the benefited lots and lands in the manner provided by the board by
resolution. The board shall certify the amounts to be levied upon each lot or
parcel of land to the county auditor, who shall enter the amounts on the tax
duplicate, to be collected as other taxes. The principal shall be payable in
not more than forty semiannual installments, as determined by the board.
Any assessment in the amount of twenty-five dollars or less, or of which the
unpaid balance is twenty-five dollars or less, shall be paid in full and not in
installments, at the time the first or next installment otherwise would
become due and payable. Assessments are a lien upon the respective lots or
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parcels of land assessed from the date of adoption of the resolution under
division (C)(D) of this section. In the event that If bonds are issued to pay
the compensation, damages, and the costs of an improvement, the principal
amount of the assessment shall be payable in such number of semiannual
installments and in such amounts as the board determines to be necessary to
provide a fund for the payment of the principal of and interest on the bonds
and shall bear interest from the date of the issuance of the bonds and at the
same rate as the bonds.

(E)(F) Any owner of property to be assessed for any water supply
facilities or sewer services improvement project, or other person aggrieved
by the action of the board in regard to any water supply facilities or sewer
services improvement project, may appeal to the court of common pleas, in
the manner prescribed by Chapter 2506. of the Revised Code.

(F)(G) When collected, the assessments shall be paid by the county
auditor by warrant of the county treasurer into a special fund in the township
treasury created for the purpose of constructing, improving, maintaining,
and operating water supply facilities or sewer improvements The board may
expend moneys from the fund only for the purposes for which the
assessments were levied.

Sec. 504.20. (A) For the purpose of supplying water and providing
sewer services to users within the unincorporated area of the township under
a plan adopted pursuant to section 504.19 of the Revised Code, the board of
township trustees by resolution may acquire, construct, maintain, improve,
repair, operate, and pay all or any part of the costs of water supply facilities
or sewer improvements. If the best interests of the township and the users of
the water supply facilities or sewer services so require, the board may sell or
otherwise dispose of a water supply facility or sewer improvement.

(B) To cover the costs of acquiring, constructing, maintaining,
improving, repairing, or operating a water supply facility or sewer
improvement, the board may issue general obligation bonds of the township
in accordance with Chapter 133. of the Revised Code, for which the full
faith and credit of the township shall be pledged.

(C) For the purpose of paying costs of constructing or otherwise
improving a water supply facility or sewer improvement and paying debt
service charges on voted or unvoted securities of the township issued for
those purposes, and for paying costs of operating, repairing, and maintaining
a water supply facility or sewer improvement, the board may charge, alter,
and collect rents and other charges for the use of services of a water supply
facility or sewer improvement, which rents and charges if not paid when due
may be certified by the township clerk to the county auditor, who shall place
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the same on the tax duplicate to be collected as other taxes. Those rents and
charges are a lien on the property served from and after the date of entry by
the county auditor on the tax duplicate.

(D) The costs of constructing or otherwise improving a water supply
facility or sewer improvement may include any of the following:

(1) The purchase price of real estate or any interest in real estate;
(2) The cost of preliminary and other surveys;
(3) The cost of preparing plans, specifications, profiles, and estimates;
(4) The cost of printing, serving, and publishing notices and any

required legislation;
(5) The cost of all special proceedings;
(6) The cost of labor and material, whether furnished by contract or

otherwise;
(7) Interest on bonds or notes issued in anticipation of the levy or

collection of special assessments;
(8) The total amount of damages resulting from the project that are

assessed in favor of any owners of lands affected by the project and any
interest on those damages;

(9) The cost incurred in connection with the preparation, levy, and
collection of the special assessments, including legal expenses incurred by
reason of the project;

(10) All contract construction costs;
(11) Incidental costs connected with the project.
(E) The board may adopt, amend, rescind, publish, administer, and

enforce rules for the construction, maintenance, operation, protection, and
use of water supply facilities and sewer services, that are considered
necessary and advisable. The rules shall not be inconsistent with the laws of
the state or the rules of the environmental protection agency. The board may
enforce the rules by mandamus, injunction, or other legal remedy.

Sec. 505.261. To A board of township trustees may acquire suitable
lands and materials, including landscape planting and other site
improvement materials and playground, athletic, and recreational equipment
and apparatus, to establish a township park pursuant to section 505.26 of the
Revised Code, a board of township trustees and for those purposes may
accept a conveyance of, purchase for cash or by installment payments, enter
into lease-purchase agreements for, lease with option to purchase, or lease
the suitable lands and materials issue, subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised
Code, securities and other public obligations as defined in division (GG) of
section 133.01 of the Revised Code.

If the lands or materials are purchased, the board may pay for them over
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a period of four thirty years from the date of purchase, and may issue the
notes securities of the township covering the deferred payments and payable
at the times provided pursuant to division (B)(3)(c) of section 133.20 of the
Revised Code. If materials, including landscape planting or other site
improvement materials and playground, athletic, and recreational equipment
and apparatus, are purchased, the board may issue securities of the township
for that purpose having a maximum maturity as specified in division
(B)(6)(e) or (f) of section 133.20 of the Revised Code covering the deferred
payments. The notes securities may bear interest not to exceed the rate
determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised Code. The notes
securities shall not be included in the computation of the net indebtedness of
the township under section 133.09 of the Revised Code. The

The resolution authorizing the issuance of the notes securities shall
provide for amounts sufficient to pay the interest on and principal of the
notes securities. For this purpose, the board may expend funds from the
township general fund, or the board may levy a tax, not to exceed one-half
of one mill, on the taxable property of the township for a period not to
exceed four years. The tax shall be collected as other taxes and appropriated
to pay the interest on and principal of the notes. Not less than one-fourth of
the purchase price shall be paid in cash at the time of purchase as provided
in the contract and the remainder of the purchase price shall be paid in
annual installments of not less than one-fourth of the total purchase price
secured by notes of equal amounts securities. The notes securities shall
contain an option for prepayment. The notes securities shall be offered for
sale on the open market or may be given to the vendor or contractor if no
sale is made on the open market.

The board shall have surveys and plats made of the lands acquired for a
township park, and shall establish permanent monuments on the boundaries
of the lands. The plats, when executed according to sections 711.01 to
711.38 of the Revised Code, shall be recorded in the office of the county
recorder, and such records shall be admissible in evidence for the purpose of
locating and ascertaining the true boundaries of the park. In furtherance of
the use and enjoyment of the park lands controlled by it, the board may
accept donations of money or other property, or may act as trustees of land,
money, or other property, and use and administer them as stipulated by the
donor, or as provided in the trust agreement. The terms of each donation or
trust shall first be approved by the court of common pleas before acceptance
by the board.

The board may receive and expend grants for park purposes from
agencies and instrumentalities of the United States or of this state, and may
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enter into contracts or agreements with the agencies and instrumentalities, or
with other townships, township park boards, municipal corporations,
municipal park boards, counties, park districts, or other similar park
authorities, to carry out the purposes for which the grants were furnished.

The board shall devise plans for the maintenance and improvement of
the park and award all contracts for maintenance and improvement in the
manner provided by the law governing township trustees in awarding
contracts for public improvements. The board may appoint all necessary
employees, fix their compensation, and prescribe their duties. The board
may prohibit selling, giving away, or using any intoxicating liquors in the
township park, and may pass bylaws and adopt rules for the government of
the park and provide for their enforcement by fines and penalties.

Sec. 505.262. (A) Notwithstanding division (D) of section 505.37 of the
Revised Code or any other statute of this state, the board of township
trustees of any township may, by unanimous vote, may adopt a resolution
allowing the township to contract for the purchase of equipment, buildings,
and sites, or for the construction of buildings, for any lawful township
purpose. The board may issue, by resolution adopted by unanimous vote,
issue the notes securities of the township to finance purchases and
construction made pursuant to this division. The notes securities shall be
signed by the board and attested by the signature of the township clerk, and
shall be payable over a period not exceeding nine years the maximum
maturity of those securities is subject to the limitations in section 133.20 of
the Revised Code. The notes securities shall bear interest not to exceed the
rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised Code, and shall
not be subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. The resolution
authorizing the issuance of the notes securities shall provide for levying and
collecting annually by taxation, amounts sufficient to pay the interest on and
principal of the notes. Not less than one-tenth of the purchase price or
construction cost shall be paid in cash at the time of purchase, as provided in
the contract, and the remainder of the purchase price or construction cost
shall be paid in annual installments of not less than one-tenth of the total
purchase price or construction cost, secured by notes of equal amounts.
Notes in amounts greater than one-tenth of the total purchase price or
construction cost may be issued. Notes may be issued for a period of nine
years or less and, if for a period of less than nine years, the notes may be
renewed from time to time, provided that any renewal shall be paid in full
no later than nine years from the date when the initial notes were sold
securities. The notes securities may contain a clause permitting prepayment
at the option of the board. Notes Securities shall be offered for sale on the
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open market or given to the vendor or contractor if no sale is made.
(B) No purchase or construction pursuant to division (A) of this section

shall be undertaken unless the county auditor certifies that, if the purchase or
construction is undertaken, the debt service charge for the purchase or
construction in the first year, together with the debt service charge for that
same year for any other purchase or construction already undertaken
pursuant to division (A) of this section, does not exceed one-tenth of the
township's total revenue from all sources. If the county auditor so certifies,
in every year of the debt after the first year, the county budget commission
shall include a debt charge in the township's annual tax budget submitted
pursuant to sections 5705.01 to 5705.47 of the Revised Code sufficient to
meet the annual debt incurred pursuant to division (A) of this section, if
such debt charge is omitted from the budget.

Sec. 505.264. (A) As used in this section, "energy conservation
measure" means an installation or modification of an installation in, or
remodeling of, an existing building, to reduce energy consumption. It
includes the following:

(1) Insulation of the building structure and of systems within the
building;

(2) Storm windows and doors, multiglazed windows and doors,
heat-absorbing or heat-reflective glazed and coated window and door
systems, additional glazing, reductions in glass area, and other window and
door system modifications that reduce energy consumption;

(3) Automatic energy control systems;
(4) Heating, ventilating, or air conditioning system modifications or

replacements;
(5) Caulking and weatherstripping;
(6) Replacement or modification of lighting fixtures to increase the

energy efficiency of the system without increasing the overall illumination
of a facility, unless such an increase in illumination is necessary to conform
to the applicable state or local building code for the proposed lighting
system;

(7) Energy recovery systems;
(8) Cogeneration systems that produce steam or forms of energy such as

heat, as well as electricity, for use primarily within a building or complex of
buildings;

(9) Any other modification, installation, or remodeling approved by the
board of township trustees as an energy conservation measure.

(B) For the purpose of evaluating township buildings for energy
conservation measures, a township may contract with an architect,
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onal engineer, energy services company, contractor, or other person
experienced in the design and implementation of energy conservation
measures for a report that analyzes the buildings' energy needs and presents
recommendations for building installations, modifications of existing
installations, or building remodeling that would significantly reduce energy
consumption in the buildings owned by that township. The report shall
include estimates of all costs of such the installations, modifications, or
remodeling, including costs of design, engineering, installation,
maintenance, and repairs, and estimates of the amounts by which energy
consumption could be reduced.

(C) A township desiring to implement energy conservation measures
may proceed under either of the following methods:

(1) Using a report or any part of a report prepared under division (B) of
this section, advertise for bids and comply with the bidding procedures set
forth in sections 307.86 to 307.92 of the Revised Code;

(2) Request proposals from at least three vendors for the implementation
of energy conservation measures. Prior to sending any installer of energy
conservation measures a copy of any such request, the township shall
advertise its intent to request proposals for the installation of energy
conservation measures in a newspaper of general circulation in the township
once a week for two consecutive weeks. The notice shall state that the
township intends to request proposals for the installation of energy
conservation measures; indicate the date, which shall be at least ten days
after the second publication, on which the request for proposals will be
mailed to installers of energy conservation measures; and state that any
installer of energy conservation measures interested in receiving the request
for proposal shall submit written notice to the township not later than noon
of the day on which the request for proposal will be mailed.

Upon receiving the proposals the township shall analyze them and select
the proposal or proposals most likely to result in the greatest energy savings
considering the cost of the project and the township's ability to pay for the
improvements with current revenues or by financing the improvements. The
awarding of a contract to install energy conservation measures under
division (C)(2) of this section shall be conditioned upon a finding by the
township that the amount of money spent on energy savings measures is not
likely to exceed the amount of money the township would save in energy
and operating costs over ten years or a lesser period as determined by the
township or, in the case of contracts for cogeneration systems, over five
years or a lesser period as determined by the township. Nothing in this
section prohibits a township from rejecting all proposals or from selecting
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more than one proposal.
(D) A board of township trustees may enter into an installment payment

contract for the purchase and installation of energy conservation measures.
Those Any provisions of such those installment payment contracts that deal
with interest charges and financing terms shall not be subject to the
competitive bidding procedures of section 307.86 of the Revised Code, and
shall be on the following terms:

(1) Not less than one-tenth of the costs of the contract shall be paid
within two years from the date of purchase.

(2) The remaining balance of the costs of the contract shall be paid
within ten years from the date of purchase or, in the case of contracts for
cogeneration systems, within five years from the date of purchase. Unless

Unless otherwise approved by a resolution of the board, an installment
payment contract entered into by a board of township trustees under this
section shall require the board to contract in accordance with the procedures
set forth in section 307.86 of the Revised Code for the installation,
modification, or remodeling of energy conservation measures pursuant to
this section.

(E) The board may issue the notes securities of the township specifying
the terms of the purchase and securing the deferred payments provided in
this section, payable at the times provided and bearing interest at a rate not
exceeding the rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised
Code. The maximum maturity of the securities shall be as provided in
division (B)(6)(g) of section 133.20 of the Revised Code. The notes
securities may contain an option for prepayment and shall not be subject to
Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. Revenues derived from local taxes or
otherwise, for the purpose of conserving energy or for defraying the current
operating expenses of the township, may be applied to the payment of
interest and the retirement of such notes the securities The notes securities
may be sold at private sale or given to the contractor under the installment
payment contract authorized by division (D) of this section.

(F) Debt incurred under this section shall not be included in the
calculation of the net indebtedness of a township under section 133.09 of the
Revised Code.

Sec. 505.37. (A) The board of township trustees may establish all
necessary rules to guard against the occurrence of fires and to protect the
property and lives of the citizens against damage and accidents, and may,
with the approval of the specifications by the prosecuting attorney, purchase
or otherwise provide any fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, or other
equipment, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water supply for
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ire-fighting purposes that seems advisable to the board. The board shall
provide for the care and maintenance of fire equipment, and, for such these
purposes, may purchase, lease, or construct and maintain necessary
buildings, and it may establish and maintain lines of fire-alarm
communications within the limits of the township. The board may employ
one or more persons to maintain and operate fire-fighting equipment, or it
may enter into an agreement with a volunteer fire company for the use and
operation of fire-fighting equipment. The board may compensate the
members of a volunteer fire company on any basis and in any amount that it
considers equitable.

(B) The boards of township trustees of any two or more townships, or
the legislative authorities of any two or more political subdivisions, or any
combination thereof, may, through joint action, unite in the joint purchase,
maintenance, use, and operation of fire-fighting equipment, or for any other
purpose designated in sections 505.37 to 505.42 of the Revised Code, and
may prorate the expense of the joint action on any terms that are mutually
agreed upon.

(C) The board of township trustees of any township may, by resolution,
whenever it is expedient and necessary to guard against the occurrence of
fires or to protect the property and lives of the citizens against damages
resulting from their occurrence, create a fire district of any portions of the
township that it considers necessary. The board may purchase or otherwise
provide any fire apparatus, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water
supply for fire-fighting purposes, or may contract for the fire protection for
the fire district as provided in section 9.60 of the Revised Code. The fire
district so created shall be given a separate name by which it shall be
known.

Additional unincorporated territory of the township may be added to a
fire district upon the board's adoption of a resolution authorizing the
addition. A municipal corporation that is within or adjoining the township
may be added to a fire district upon the board's adoption of a resolution
authorizing the addition and the municipal legislative authority's adoption of
a resolution or ordinance requesting the addition of the municipal
corporation to the fire district.

If the township fire district imposes a tax, additional unincorporated
territory of the township or a municipal corporation that is within or
adjoining the township shall become part of the fire district only after all of
the following have occurred:

(1) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a resolution approving
the expansion of the territorial limits of the district and, if the resolution
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oposes to add a municipal corporation, adoption by the municipal legislative
authority of a resolution or ordinance requesting the addition of the
municipal corporation to the district;

(2) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a resolution
recommending the extension of the tax to the additional territory;

(3) Approval of the tax by the electors of the territory proposed for
addition to the district.

Each resolution of the board adopted under division (C)(2) of this
section shall state the name of the fire district, a description of the territory
to be added, and the rate and termination date of the tax, which shall be the
rate and termination date of the tax currently in effect in the fire district.

The board of trustees shall certify each resolution adopted under
division (C)(2) of this section to the board of elections in accordance with
section 5705.19 of the Revised Code. The election required under division
(C)(3) of this section shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the manner
provided for the submission of tax levies under section 5705.25 of the
Revised Code, except that the question appearing on the ballot shall read:

"Shall the territory within ........................
(description of the proposed territory to be added)

be added to ..................................... fire district,
(name)

and a property tax at a rate of taxation not exceeding ...... (here insert tax
rate) be in effect for .......... (here insert the number of years the tax is to be
in effect or "a continuing period of time," as applicable)?"

If the question is approved by at least a majority of the electors voting
on it, the joinder shall be effective as of the first day of July of the year
following approval, and on that date, the township fire district tax shall be
extended to the taxable property within the territory that has been added. If
the territory that has been added is a municipal corporation and if it had
adopted a tax levy for fire purposes, the levy is terminated on the effective
date of the joinder.

Any municipal corporation may withdraw from a township fire district
created under division (C) of this section by the adoption by the municipal
legislative authority of a resolution or ordinance ordering withdrawal. On
the first day of July of the year following the adoption of the resolution or
ordinance of withdrawal, the municipal corporation withdrawing ceases to
be a part of such the district, and the power of the fire district to levy a tax
upon taxable property in the withdrawing municipal corporation terminates,
except that the fire district shall continue to levy and collect taxes for the
payment of indebtedness within the territory of the fire district as it was
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posed at the time the indebtedness was incurred.
Upon the withdrawal of any municipal corporation from a township fire

district created under division (C) of this section, the county auditor shall
ascertain, apportion, and order a division of the funds on hand, moneys and
taxes in the process of collection except for taxes levied for the payment of
indebtedness, credits, and real and personal property, either in money or in
kind, on the basis of the valuation of the respective tax duplicates of the
withdrawing municipal corporation and the remaining territory of the fire
district.

A board of township trustees may remove unincorporated territory of
the township from the fire district upon the adoption of a resolution
authorizing the removal. On the first day of July of the year following the
adoption of such a the resolution, the unincorporated township territory
described in the resolution ceases to be a part of such the district, and the
power of the fire district to levy a tax upon taxable property in that territory
terminates, except that the fire district shall continue to levy and collect
taxes for the payment of indebtedness within the territory of the fire district
as it was composed at the time the indebtedness was incurred.

(D) The board of township trustees of any township, the board of fire
district trustees of a fire district created under section 505.371 of the
Revised Code, or the legislative authority of any municipal corporation may
purchase the necessary fire-fighting equipment, buildings, and sites for the
township, fire district, or municipal corporation and pay for it over a period
of nine years issue securities for that purpose with maximum maturities as
provided in section 133.20 of the Revised Code. The board of township
trustees, board of fire district trustees, or legislative authority may also
construct any buildings necessary to house fire-fighting equipment and pay
for the buildings over a period of nine years issue securities for that purpose
with maximum maturities as provided in section 133.20 of the Revised
Code. The board of township trustees, board of fire district trustees, or
legislative authority may issue the notes securities of the township, fire
district, or municipal corporation, signed by the board or designated officer
of the municipal corporation and attested by the signature of the township,
fire district, or municipal clerk, covering such any deferred payments and
payable at the times provided, which notes securities shall bear interest not
to exceed the rate determined as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised
Code, and shall not be subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. The
legislation authorizing the issuance of the notes securities shall provide for
levying and collecting annually by taxation, amounts sufficient to pay the
interest on and principal of the notes. At least one-ninth of the purchase
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e or construction cost shall be paid in cash at the time of purchase as
provided in the contract and the remainder of the purchase price or
construction cost shall be paid in not more than eight equal annual
installments. Each installment shall be not less than one-eighth of the
deferred portion of the purchase price or construction cost and shall be
secured by a note which may contain a clause permitting prepayment at the
option of the board or legislative authority securities. The notes securities
shall be offered for sale on the open market or given to the vendor or
contractor if no sale is made.

(E) A board of township trustees of any township or a board of fire
district trustees of a fire district created under section 505.371 of the
Revised Code may purchase a policy or policies of liability insurance for the
officers, employees, and appointees of the fire department, fire district, or
joint fire district governed by the board that includes personal injury liability
coverage as to the civil liability of such those officers, employees, and
appointees for false arrest, detention, or imprisonment, malicious
prosecution, libel, slander, defamation or other violation of the right of
privacy, wrongful entry or eviction, or other invasion of the right of private
occupancy, arising out of the performance of their duties.

When a board of township trustees cannot, by deed of gift or by
purchase and upon terms it considers reasonable, procure land for a
township fire station that is needed in order to respond in reasonable time to
a fire or medical emergency, the board may appropriate such land for that
purpose under sections 163.01 to 163.22 of the Revised Code. If it is
necessary to acquire additional adjacent land for enlarging or improving the
fire station, the board may purchase, appropriate, or accept a deed of gift for
the land for these purposes.

(F) As used in this division, "emergency medical service organization"
has the same meaning as in section 4766.01 of the Revised Code.

A board of township trustees, by adoption of an appropriate resolution,
may choose to have the Ohio ambulance licensing board license any
emergency medical service it operates. If the board adopts such a resolution,
Chapter 4766. of the Revised Code, except for sections 4766.06 and 4766.99
of the Revised Code, applies to the organization. All rules adopted under the
applicable sections of that chapter also apply to the organization. A board of
township trustees, by adoption of an appropriate resolution, may remove its
emergency medical service organization from the jurisdiction of the Ohio
ambulance licensing board.

Sec. 505.373. The township board of trustees may, by resolution, adopt
by incorporation by reference a standard code pertaining to fire, fire hazards,
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and fire prevention, prepared and promulgated by the state, or any
department, board, or other agency thereof of the state, or any such code
prepared and promulgated by a public or private organization that publishes
a model or standard code.

After the adoption of such a code by the board, a notice clearly
identifying the code, stating the purpose of the code, and stating that a
complete copy of the code is on file with the township clerk for inspection
by the public and also on file in the law library of the county in which the
township is located and that the clerk has copies available for distribution to
the public at cost, shall be posted by the township clerk in five conspicuous
places in the township for thirty days before becoming effective. The notice
required by this section shall also be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the township once a week for three consecutive weeks. If the
adopting township amends or deletes any provision of the code, the notice
shall contain a brief summary of the deletion or amendment.

If the agency that originally promulgated or published the code
thereafter amends the code, any township that has adopted the code pursuant
to this section may adopt the amendment or change by incorporation by
reference in the same manner as provided for adoption of the original code.

Sec. 505.60. (A) The As provided in this section and section 505.601 of
the Revised Code, the board of township trustees of any township may
procure and pay all or any part of the cost of insurance policies that may
provide benefits for hospitalization, surgical care, major medical care,
disability, dental care, eye care, medical care, hearing aids, prescription
drugs, or sickness and accident insurance, or a combination of any of the
foregoing types of insurance for township officers and employees. If

(B) If the board so procures any such insurance policies under this
section, the board shall provide uniform coverage under these policies for
township officers and full-time township employees and their immediate
dependents, and may provide coverage under these policies for part-time
township employees and their immediate dependents, from the funds or
budgets from which the officers or employees are compensated for services,
such policies to be issued by an insurance company duly authorized to do
business in this state. Any township officer or employee may refuse to
accept the insurance coverage without affecting the availability of such
insurance coverage to other township officers and employees.

The board may also contract for group health care services with health
insuring corporations holding certificates of authority under Chapter 1751.
of the Revised Code for township officers and employees. If the board so
contracts, it shall provide uniform coverage under any such contracts for
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township officers and full-time township employees and their immediate
dependents and may provide coverage under such contracts for part-time
township employees and their immediate dependents, provided that each
officer and employee so covered is permitted to:

(1) Choose between a plan offered by an insurance company and a plan
offered by a health insuring corporation, and provided further that the
officer of or employee pays any amount by which the cost of the plan
chosen exceeds the cost of the plan offered by the board under this section;

(2) Change the choice made under division (A)(B) of this section at a
time each year as determined in advance by the board.

An addition of a class or change of definition of coverage to the plan
offered by the board may be made at any time that it is determined by the
board to be in the best interest of the township. If the total cost to the
township of the revised plan for any trustee's coverage does not exceed that
cost under the plan in effect during the prior policy year, the revision of the
plan does not cause an increase in that trustee's compensation.

(C) If any township officer or employee is denied coverage under a
health care plan procured under division (B) of this section or if any
township officer or employee elects not to participate in the township's
health care plan, the township may reimburse the officer or employee for
each out-of-pocket premium that the officer or employee incurs for
insurance policies described in division (A) of this section that the officer or
employee otherwise obtains, but not to exceed an amount equal to the
average premium paid by the township for its officers and employees under
policies it procures under division (B) of this section.

(D) The board may provide the benefits authorized under this section,
without competitive bidding, by contributing to a health and welfare trust
fund administered through or in conjunction with a collective bargaining
representative of the township employees.

The board may also provide the benefits described in this section
through an individual self-insurance program or a joint self-insurance
program as provided in section 9.833 of the Revised Code.

(B) A board of township trustees may procure and pay all or any part of
the cost of group life insurance to insure the lives of officers and full-time
employees of the township. The amount of group life insurance coverage
provided by the board to insure the lives of officers of the township shall not
exceed fifty thousand dollars per officer.

(C)(E) If a board of township trustees fails to pay one or more premiums
for a policy, contract, or plan of insurance or health care services authorized
by division (A) or (B) of this section and the failure causes a lapse,
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cancellation, or other termination of coverage under the policy, contract, or
plan, it may reimburse a township officer or employee for, or pay on behalf
of the officer or employee, any expenses incurred that would have been
covered under the policy, contract, or plan.

(D)(F) As used in this section, "part-time and section 505.601 of the
Revised Code:

(1) "Part-time township employee" means a township employee who is
hired with the expectation that the employee will work not more than one
thousand five hundred hours in any year.

(2) "Premium" does not include any deductible or health care costs paid
directly by a township officer or employee.

Sec. 505.601. If a board of township trustees does not procure an
insurance policy or group health care services as provided in section 505.60
of the Revised Code, the board of township trustees may reimburse any
township officer or employee for each out-of-pocket premium that the
officer or employee incurs for insurance policies described in division (A) of
section 505.60 of the Revised Code that the officer or employee otherwise
obtains, if all of the following conditions are met:

(A) The board of township trustees adopts a resolution that states that
the township has chosen not to procure a health care plan under section
505.60 of the Revised Code and has chosen instead to reimburse its officers
and employees for each out-of-pocket premium that they incur for insurance
policies described in division (a) of section 505.60 of the Revised Code that
they otherwise obtain.

(B) That resolution provides for a uniform maximum monthly or yearly
payment amount for each officer or employee, beyond which the township
will not reimburse the officer or employee.

(C) That resolution states the specific benefits listed in division (a) of
section 505.60 of the Revised Code for which the township will reimburse
all officers and employees of the township. The township may not reimburse
officers and employees for benefits other than those listed in division (a) of
section 505.60 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 505.602. A board of township trustees may procure and pay all or
any part of the cost of group life insurance to insure the lives of officers and
full-time employees of the township. The amount of group life insurance
coverage provided by the board to insure the lives of officers of the
township shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars per officer.

Sec. 505.701. The board of trustees of any township, through
unanimous vote of its membership, may designate, participate in, and
cooperate with any community improvement corporation organized under
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Chapter 1724. of the Revised Code, and may give financial or other
assistance, including any fees generated by the corporation, to such a that
corporation to defray its administrative expenses. Any moneys contributed
by the board for this purpose shall be drawn from the general fund of the
township not otherwise appropriated.

In addition, the board may purchase real property for the purpose of
transferring that property to the community improvement corporation. In
order to finance the purchase of that real property, the board may issue
general obligation bonds of the township in accordance with Chapter 133. of
the Revised Code, for which the full faith and credit of the township shall be
pledged.

Sec. 709.50. (A) Notwithstanding any other section of the Revised
Code, when a township contains at least ninety per cent of the geographic
area of a municipal corporation, either that township or the municipal
corporation may remove that part of that township that is located within the
municipal corporation from that township if all of the following apply:

(1) The electors of the township and the municipal corporation have
voted to approve the establishment of a merger commission pursuant to
section 709.45 of the Revised Code.

(2) The unincorporated territory of the township has a population of
more than nine thousand.

(3) The township has previously adopted the a limited self-government
form of township home rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised
Code and a township zoning resolution under Chapter 519. of the Revised
Code.

(4) Not later than December 31, 1994, either the township adopts a
resolution or the municipal corporation adopts a resolution or ordinance to
remove that part of the township that is located in the municipal corporation
from the township. Any resolution or ordinance adopted under division
(A)(4) of this section shall include an accurate description of the land to be
removed. The political subdivision that adopts an ordinance or resolution
under division (A)(4) of this section shall file with the county recorder a
copy of it certified by the county auditor, together with a map or plat
certified by the county auditor of the land to be removed. The county
recorder shall record the ordinance or resolution and the map or plat.

(B) If either the township or the municipal corporation takes the action
described in division (A)(4) of this section, the removal shall occur. After
the removal, the unincorporated territory of the township shall no longer
receive any revenue by virtue of its relationship to the municipal
corporation. As soon as practicable after a removal occurs under this
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ction, the board of county commissioners shall ascertain whether there is
any joint indebtedness of the unincorporated territory of the township and
the municipal corporation. If there is any such indebtedness, the board of
county commissioners shall apportion it in accordance with section 503.10
of the Revised Code.

(C)(1) If a removal occurs under this section, all or part of the
unincorporated territory of the township may become a village if the board
of township trustees adopts, by unanimous vote, a resolution for all or part
of that territory to become a village. The board of township trustees shall
file with the county recorder a copy of any resolution it adopts under
division (C)(1) of this section certified by the county auditor, together with a
map or plat certified by the county auditor of the land to be included in the
village. The county recorder shall record the resolution and the map or plat.
Once the board adopts a resolution under division (C)(1) of this section, no
land within the area that will constitute the village may be annexed, and any
pending annexation proceeding that includes land in that area shall be
considered to be terminated with regard to that land.

(2) If the board does not adopt a resolution under division (C)(1) of this
section, or if the board adopts such a resolution in which only a part of the
unincorporated territory becomes a village, the board of county
commissioners shall attach all the unincorporated territory that does not
become a village to any township contiguous to that territory or erect that
territory into a new township, the boundaries of which need not include
twenty-two square miles of territory.

(D) If a board of township trustees adopts a resolution under division
(C)(1) of this section for all or part of the township's unincorporated
territory to become a village, the board shall serve as the legislative
authority of the area constituting the village until the next regular municipal
election that occurs at least seventy-five days after the adoption of the
resolution. At that election, the legislative authority of the village shall be
elected under section 731.09 of the Revised Code and all other officers of
the village shall be elected under Chapter 733. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 711.05. (A) Upon the submission of a plat for approval, in
accordance with section 711.041 of the Revised Code, the board of county
commissioners shall certify thereon on it the date of the submission. Within
five days of submission of the plat, the board shall schedule a meeting to
consider the plat and send a written notice by certified regular mail, return
receipt requested, to the clerk of the board of township trustees of the
township in which the plat is located. The notice shall inform the trustees of
the submission of the plat and of the date, time, and location of any meeting
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at which the board of county commissioners will consider or act upon the
proposed plat. The meeting shall take place within thirty days of submission
of the plat, and no meeting shall be held until at least seven days have
passed from the date the notice was sent by the board of county
commissioners. The approval of the board required by section 711.041 of
the Revised Code or the refusal to approve shall take place within thirty
days from the date of submission or such further time as the applying party
may agree to in writing; otherwise the plat is deemed approved and may be
recorded as if bearing such approval. The

(B) The board may adopt general rules governing plats and subdivisions
of land falling within its jurisdiction, to secure and provide for the
coordination of the streets within the subdivision with existing streets and
roads or with existing county highways, for the proper amount of open
spaces for traffic, circulation, and utilities, and for the avoidance of future
congestion of population detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare
but shall not impose a greater minimum lot area than forty-eight hundred
square feet. The Before the board may amend or adopt rules, it shall notify
all the townships in the county of the proposed amendments or rules by
regular mail at least thirty days before the public meeting at which the
proposed amendments or rules are to be considered.

The rules may require the county department of health to review and
comment on a plat before the board of county commissioners acts upon it
and may also require proof of compliance with any applicable zoning
resolutions as a basis for approval of a plat. Where under the provisions of
section 711.101 of the Revised Code the board of county commissioners has
set up standards and specifications for the construction of streets, utilities,
and other improvements for common use, such general rules may require the
submission of appropriate plans and specifications for approval. The board
shall not require the person submitting the plat to alter the plat or any part of
it as a condition for approval, as long as the plat is in accordance with
general rules governing plats and subdivisions of land, adopted by the board
as provided in this section, in effect at the time the plat was submitted and
the plat is in accordance with any standards and specifications set up under
section 711.101 of the Revised Code, in effect at the time the plat was
submitted. The

(C) The ground of refusal to approve any plat, submitted in accordance
with section 711.041 of the Revised Code, shall be stated upon the record of
the board, and, within sixty days thereafter, the person submitting any plat
which that the board refuses to approve may file a petition in the court of
common pleas of the county in which the land described in the plat is
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situated to review the action of such the board. A board of township trustees
is not entitled to appeal a decision of the board of county commissioners
under this section.

Sec. 711.10. Whenever a county planning commission or a regional
planning commission adopts a plan for the major streets or highways of the
county or region, then no plat of a subdivision of land within the county or
region, other than land within a municipal corporation or land within three
miles of a city or one and one-half miles of a village as provided in section
711.09 of the Revised Code, shall be recorded until it is approved by the
county or regional planning commission and the approval is endorsed in
writing on the plat. Within five days after the submission of a plat for
approval, the county or regional planning commission shall schedule a
meeting to consider the plat and send a written notice by certified regular
mail, return receipt requested, to the clerk of the board of township trustees
of the township in which a proposed plat is located. The notice shall inform
the trustees of the submission of the proposed plat and of the date, time, and
location of any meeting at which the county or regional planning
commission will consider or act upon the proposed plat. The meeting shall
take place within thirty days after submission of the plat, and no meeting
shall be held until at least seven days have passed from the date the notice
was sent by the planning commission. The approval of the planning
commission or the refusal to approve shall be endorsed on the plat within
thirty days after the submission of the plat for approval, or within such
further time as the applying party may agree to in writing; otherwise that
plat is deemed approved, and the certificate of the planning commission as
to the date of the submission of the plat for approval and the failure to take
action on it within that time shall be sufficient in lieu of the written
endorsement or evidence of approval required by this section. A county or
regional planning commission shall not require a person submitting the plat
to alter the plat or any part of it as a condition for approval, as long as the
plat is in accordance with the general rules governing plats and subdivisions
of land, adopted by the commission as provided in this section, in effect at
the time the plat was submitted. The ground of refusal of approval of any
plat submitted, including citation of or reference to the rule violated by the
plat, shall be stated upon the record of the commission. Within sixty days
after the refusal, the person submitting any plat which the county or regional
planning commission refuses to approve may file a petition in the court of
common pleas of the proper county and the proceedings on the petition shall
be governed by section 711.09 of the Revised Code as in the case of the
refusal of a planning authority to approve a plat. A board of township
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trustees is not entitled to appeal a decision of the county or regional
planning commission under this section.

Any such county or regional planning commission shall adopt general
rules, of uniform application, governing plats and subdivisions of land
falling within its jurisdiction, to secure and provide for the proper
arrangement of streets or other highways in relation to existing or planned
streets or highways or to the county or regional plan, for adequate and
convenient open spaces for traffic, utilities, access of fire-fighting apparatus,
recreation, light, and air, and for the avoidance of congestion of population.
The rules may provide for their modification by the county or regional
planning commission in specific cases where unusual topographical and
other exceptional conditions require the modification. The rules may require
the county department of health to review and comment on a plat before the
county or regional planning commission acts upon it and may also require
proof of compliance with any applicable zoning resolutions as a basis for
approval of a plat.

Before adoption of its rules or amendment of its rules, a public hearing
shall be held on the adoption or amendment by the commission. However,
no county or regional planning commission shall adopt any rules requiring
actual construction of streets or other improvements or facilities or
assurance of that construction as a condition precedent to the approval of a
plat of a subdivision unless the requirements have first been adopted by the
board of county commissioners after a public hearing. A copy of the rules
shall be certified by the planning commission to the county recorders of the
appropriate counties. After a county or regional street or highway plan has
been adopted as provided in this section, the approval of plats and
subdivisions provided for in this section shall be in lieu of any approvals
provided for in other sections of the Revised Code, so far as the territory
within the approving jurisdiction of the county or regional planning
commission, as provided in this section, is concerned. Approval of a plat
shall not be an acceptance by the public of the dedication of any street,
highway, or other way or open space shown upon the plat. Any such county
or regional planning commission and a city or village planning commission,
or platting commissioner or legislative authority of a village, with
subdivision regulation jurisdiction over unincorporated territory within the
county or region may cooperate and agree by written agreement that the
approval of a plat by the city or village planning commission, or platting
commissioner or legislative authority of a village, as provided in section
711.09 of the Revised Code, shall be conditioned upon receiving advice
from or approval by the county or regional planning commission.
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Sec. 713.22. (A) The board of county commissioners of any county
may, and on petition of the planning commissions of a majority of the
municipal corporations in the county having such planning commission
commissions shall, provide for the organization and maintenance of a
county planning commission. Such Except as provided in division (B) of
this section, a county planning commission shall consist of eight citizens of
the county members appointed by the board of county commissioners,
together with the members of the board of county commissioners. If the
population of the portion of any city located in the county exceeds fifty per
cent of the total population of the county, then at least three of the
appointive members shall be selected from persons nominated by the
planning commission of such that city. The Otherwise, three members shall
be appointed from municipal corporations within the county. The board
shall appoint three members from the unincorporated area of the county
from persons nominated by the townships to the county. If the county
contains one or more limited home rule government townships, then at least
one of these three township appointees shall be from the nominees of a
limited home rule government township. The remaining two appointees
shall be selected at the discretion of the board and shall be citizens of the
county, one residing in the unincorporated area of the county and
representing townships and the other residing in the incorporated area of the
county and representing municipal corporations in the county.

(B) If a county contains two or less townships with unincorporated
territory, a county planning commission shall consist of eight citizens of the
county appointed by the board of county commissioners, together with the
members of the board of county commissioners, except that if the
population of the portion of any city located in the county exceeds fifty per
cent of the total population of the county, then at least three of the
appointive members shall be selected from persons nominated by the
planning commission of that city. otherwise, appointees shall be selected at
the discretion of the board and shall be citizens of the county.

(C) The appointive members of a county planning commission shall be
appointed for terms of three years, except that of the eight members first
appointed three shall be appointed for terms of two years and two shall be
appointed for a term of one year. The members shall serve without pay. Any
member of a county planning commission may hold any other public office
and may serve as a member of a city, village, and regional planning
commission, except as otherwise provided in the charter of any city or
village.

(D) The expenses of the appointive members of a county planning
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commission and the compensation of planning commission employees shall
be paid from appropriations made by the board.

The county planning commission may employ engineers, accountants,
consultants, and employees as are necessary, and make such purchases as
may be needed to the furtherance of its operation.

The county planning commission may accept, receive, and expend
funds, grants, and services from the federal government or its agencies, from
departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of this state or any adjoining
state or from one or more counties of this state or any adjoining state or
from any municipal corporation or political subdivision of this or any
adjoining state, including county, regional, and municipal planning
commission of this or any adjoining state, or from civic sources, and
contract with respect thereto, either separately or jointly or cooperatively,
and provide such information and reports as may be necessary to secure
such financial aid.

The compensation of such employees and the expenses of the
appointive members of the county planning commission shall be paid from
appropriations made by the board.

(E) A county planning commission may adopt a policy under which
members of the board of county commissioners, as members of that
commission, must abstain from participating and voting on the commission's
recommendation, whenever a county planning commission is required by
section 303.12 of the Revised Code to recommend the approval or denial of
a proposed amendment or approval of some modification of an amendment
to the county zoning resolution, or required by section 303.07 of the Revised
Code to approve or disapprove, or make suggestions about, a proposed
county zoning resolution. The policy may require that a quorum of the
commission under those circumstances be determined on the basis of an
eight-member commission instead of an eleven-member commission.

Sec. 1901.026. (A) The current operating costs of a municipal court,
other than a county-operated municipal court, that has territorial jurisdiction
under section 1901.02 or 1901.182 of the Revised Code that extends beyond
the corporate limits of the municipal corporation in which the court is
located shall be apportioned pursuant to this section among all of the
municipal corporations and townships that are within the territory of the
court. Each municipal corporation and each township within the territory of
the municipal court shall be assigned a proportionate share of the current
operating costs of the municipal court that is equal to the percentage of the
total criminal and civil caseload of the municipal court that arose in that
municipal corporation or township. Each municipal corporation and each
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township then shall be liable for its assigned proportionate share of the
current operating costs of the court, subject to division (B) of this section.

For purposes of this section, the criminal and civil caseload that arose in
a municipal corporation or township is the total number of criminal cases
filed in the municipal court during the preceding calendar year that arose out
of offenses that occurred in the municipal corporation or township and the
total number of civil cases filed in the municipal court during the preceding
calendar year in which the address of the majority of the defendants that are
designated in the caption of the case and that have addresses within
municipal corporations or townships within the territory of the court is
within the municipal corporation or township or, if there is no majority of
such defendants, in which the address of the first such defendant is within
the municipal corporation or township.

(B) A municipal corporation or township within the territory of a
municipal court is not required to pay that part of its proportionate share of
the current operating costs of the court, as determined in accordance with
division (A) of this section, that exceeds the total amount of costs, fees,
fines, bail, or other moneys that was disbursed by the clerk of the court
under division (F) of section 1901.31 of the Revised Code, to the municipal
corporation or township during the period for which its proportionate share
of the current operating costs was determined. The municipal corporation in
which the court is located is liable, in addition to its proportionate share, for
any part of the proportionate share of a municipal corporation or township
that the municipal corporation or township is not required to pay under this
division.

(C) The auditors or chief fiscal officers of each of the municipal
corporations and townships within the territory of a municipal court for
which the current operating costs are apportioned under this section shall
meet not less than once each six months at the office of the auditor or chief
fiscal officer of the municipal corporation in which the court is located to
determine the proportionate share due from each municipal corporation and
each township, to determine whether any municipal corporation or township
is not required to pay any part of its proportionate share under division (B)
of this section, and to adjust accounts. The meetings shall be held at the
direction of the auditor or chief fiscal officer of the municipal corporation in
which the court is located, and he the auditor or chief fiscal officer shall
preside at the meetings. The proportionate share of each of the municipal
corporations and townships, as reduced or increased in accordance with
division (B) of this section, is payable from the general fund of the
municipal corporation or township or from any other fund designated or
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ds appropriated for the purpose of paying the particular municipal
corporation's or township's proportionate share of the current operating costs
of the court.

The court of common pleas of the county in which a municipal court for
which the current operating costs are apportioned under this section is
located has jurisdiction over any civil action that is commenced to determine
the current operating costs of the court, the proportionate share of the
current operating costs to be paid by a particular municipal corporation or
township within the territory of the court, or whether a municipal
corporation or township is not required to pay any part of its proportionate
share under division (B) of this section.

(D) For purposes of this section:
(1) "Operating costs" means the figure that is derived by subtracting the

total of all costs that are collected and paid to the city treasury by the clerk
of the municipal court pursuant to division (F) of section 1901.31 of the
Revised Code and all interest received and paid to the city treasury in
relation to the costs pursuant to division (G) of section 1901.31 of the
Revised Code from the total of the amounts payable from the city treasury
for the operation of the court pursuant to sections 1901.10, 1901.11,
1901.111, 1901.12, 1901.31, 1901.311, 1901.312, 1901.32, 1901.33,
1901.331, 1901.36, 1901.37, and 1901.38 of the Revised Code, other than
any amounts payable from the city treasury for the operation of the court
involving construction, capital improvements, rent, or the provision of heat
and light.

(2) "Township" means a township that has adopted the a limited
self-government form of home rule government pursuant to Chapter 504. of
the Revised Code.

(3) "Criminal caseload" when used in regard to a township means cases
arising from a violation of a township resolution for which a fine is imposed
under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2921.421. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Chief legal officer" has the same meaning as in section 733.621 of

the Revised Code.
(2) "Political subdivision" means a county, a municipal corporation, or a

township that adopts the a limited self-government form of home rule
government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code.

(B) A prosecuting attorney may appoint assistants and employees,
except a member of the family of the prosecuting attorney, in accordance
with division (B) of section 309.06 of the Revised Code, a chief legal officer
of a municipal corporation or an official designated as prosecutor in a

Am. Sub. H. B. No. 187
38



municipal corporation may appoint assistants and employees, except a
member of the family of the chief legal officer or official designated as
prosecutor, in accordance with section 733.621 of the Revised Code, and a
township law director appointed under section 504.15 of the Revised Code
may appoint assistants and employees, except a member of the family of the
township law director, in accordance with section 504.151 of the Revised
Code, if all of the following apply:

(1) The services to be furnished by the appointee or employee are
necessary services for the political subdivision or are authorized by the
legislative authority, governing board, or other contracting authority of the
political subdivision.

(2) The treatment accorded the political subdivision is either preferential
to or the same as that accorded other clients or customers of the appointee or
employee in similar transactions, or the legislative authority, governing
board, or other contracting authority of the political subdivision, in its sole
discretion, determines that the compensation and other terms of appointment
or employment of the appointee or employee are fair and reasonable to the
political subdivision.

(3) The appointment or employment is made after prior written
disclosure to the legislative authority, governing board, or other contracting
authority of the political subdivision of the business relationship between
the prosecuting attorney, the chief legal officer or official designated as
prosecutor in a municipal corporation, or the township law director and his
the appointee or employee thereof. In the case of a municipal corporation,
the disclosure may be made or evidenced in an ordinance, resolution, or
other document that does either or both of the following:

(a) Authorizes the furnishing of services as required under division
(B)(1) of this section;

(b) Determines that the compensation and other terms of appointment or
employment of the appointee or employee are fair and reasonable to the
political subdivision as required under division (B)(2) of this section.

(4) The prosecuting attorney, the elected chief legal officer, or the
township law director does not receive any distributive share or other
portion, in whole or in part, of the earnings of his the business associate,
partner, or employee paid by the political subdivision to the business
associate, partner, or employee for services rendered for the political
subdivision.

(C) It is not a violation of this section or of section 102.03 or 2921.42 of
the Revised Code for the legislative authority, the governing board, or other
contracting authority of a political subdivision to engage the services of any
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firm that practices the profession of law upon the terms approved by the
legislative authority, the governing board, or the contracting authority, or to
designate any partner, officer, or employee of that firm as a nonelected
public official or employee of the political subdivision, whether the public
office or position of employment is created by statute, charter, ordinance,
resolution, or other legislative or administrative action.

Sec. 3737.46. Upon the request of the fire marshal, the fire marshal's
authorized representative, or a certified fire safety inspector, the attorney
general, the legal officer of any county or municipal corporation, or the law
director of a township that has adopted the a limited self-government form
of township home rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code
shall bring an action for an injunction, temporary or permanent, or any other
appropriate proceedings against any person violating or threatening to
violate any provision of the state fire code or any order issued pursuant
thereto in the court of common pleas in the county where the violation is
occurring or is threatened to occur.

This section does not expand, and shall not be construed as expanding,
the authority of the fire marshal, the fire marshal's authorized representative,
or a certified fire safety inspector to enforce any requirements that are
adopted pursuant to Chapter 3781. or 3791. of the Revised Code or any rules
adopted pursuant to section 3781.10 or 3781.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3767.03. Whenever a nuisance exists, the attorney general; the
village solicitor, city director of law, or other similar chief legal officer of
the municipal corporation in which the nuisance exists; the prosecuting
attorney of the county in which the nuisance exists; the law director of a
township that has adopted the a limited self-government form of home rule
government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code; or any person who is a
citizen of the country county in which the nuisance exists may bring an
action in equity in the name of the state, upon the relation of the attorney
general; the village solicitor, city director of law, or other similar chief legal
officer of the municipal corporation; the prosecuting attorney; the township
law director; or the person, to abate the nuisance and to perpetually enjoin
the person maintaining the nuisance from further maintaining it. If an action
is instituted under this section by a person other than the prosecuting
attorney; the village solicitor, city director of law, or other similar chief
legal officer of the municipal corporation; the attorney general; or the
township law director, the complainant shall execute a bond in the sum of
not less than five hundred dollars, to the defendant, with good and sufficient
surety to be approved by the court or clerk of the court, to secure to the
defendant any damages the defendant may sustain and the reasonable
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attorney's fees the defendant may incur in defending the action if the action
is wrongfully brought, not prosecuted to final judgment, is dismissed, or is
not maintained, or if it is finally decided that an injunction should not have
been granted. If it is finally decided that an injunction should not have been
granted or if the action was wrongfully brought, not prosecuted to final
judgment, dismissed, or not maintained, the defendant shall have recourse
against the bond for all damages suffered, including damages to the
defendant's property, person, or character, and for the reasonable attorney's
fees incurred by the defendant in defending the action.

Any agency, officer, or other person bringing an action under this
section against the holder of a liquor permit issued under Chapter 4303. of
the Revised Code shall notify the division of liquor control, the liquor
control commission, and the liquor enforcement division of the department
of public safety regarding the action at the time of bringing the action.

Sec. 4301.28. (A) Any person aggrieved may appeal to the liquor
control commission from the action of the division of liquor control in
refusing to issue a permit.

(B) If the legislative authority of a municipal corporation, board of
township trustees, or the board of county commissioners participated in a
hearing conducted under section 4303.26 of the Revised Code for the
transfer of location of a class C or D permit, transfer of a class C or D
permit, or issuance of a class C or D permit or under division (B) of section
4303.271 of the Revised Code for the renewal of a class C or D permit, the
legislative authority or board may appeal to the liquor control commission
from the order of the division of liquor control issuing, transferring, or
renewing a permit, or transferring a location, or participate or be joined as a
party in an appeal from an order of the division denying the issuance,
transfer, or renewal of a permit or the transfer of a location.

In an appeal on the issuance or the transfer of a location of a permit,
only the reasons for refusal contained in section 4303.292 of the Revised
Code shall be considered. In an appeal on the transfer of ownership of a
permit, only the reasons for refusal contained in divisions (A) and (B)(1) of
section 4303.292 of the Revised Code shall be considered. In an appeal on
the renewal of a permit, only the objections considered at the hearing under
section 4303.271 of the Revised Code shall be considered.

The commission shall send notice of an appeal by a political subdivision
by certified mail to the applicant for a new permit or to the permit holder at
the permit holder's usual place of business, to the superintendent of liquor
control, and to the office of the attorney general. The commission shall also
send notice by certified mail of an appeal by a permit holder from an order

Am. Sub. H. B. No. 187
41



denying the transfer or renewal of a permit, or the transfer of a location, or
of an appeal by an applicant for a new permit from an order denying the
issuance of a permit to the legislative authority or board of the political
subdivision that participated in the hearing on the issuance, renewal, or
transfer, to the superintendent and to the office of the attorney general.

If a legislative authority or board is a party under this division to an
appeal before the commission, the legislative authority or board may appeal
under section 119.12 of the Revised Code from an order of the commission
affirming the issuance, transfer, or renewal of a permit, or the transfer of a
location, or participate or be joined as a party in an appeal under that section
from an order of the commission denying the issuance, transfer, or renewal
of a permit, or transfer of a location. If a court determines that there was not
reasonable cause for an appeal by a political subdivision, it shall require the
political subdivision to pay reasonable expenses of the appellee, including
attorney fees and costs.

The prosecuting attorney of the county shall represent the county or any
township located within the county, unless the township has adopted the a
limited self-government form of township home rule government under
Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, in which case the township law director
shall represent the township, in any hearing or appeal under this section or
section 119.12, 4303.26, or 4303.271 of the Revised Code in which the
county or township is a party. The village solicitor or city law director of the
municipal corporation shall represent the municipal corporation in any
hearing or appeal under this section or section 119.12, 4303.26, or 4303.271
of the Revised Code in which the municipal corporation is a party.

If a permit holder appeals under section 119.12 of the Revised Code
from an order of the commission denying the transfer or renewal of a
permit, or the transfer of a location, or if an applicant for a new permit
appeals from an order of the commission denying the issuance of a permit,
the commission shall send notice of the appeal by certified mail to the
legislative authority or board of the political subdivision that was a party to
an appeal before the commission.

(C) At least twenty-one days before the date by which a permit holder
must pay any forfeiture pursuant to an order issued under section 4301.252
of the Revised Code, and at least twenty-one days before the effective date
of an order issued by the liquor control commission, revoking, cancelling, or
suspending a liquor permit, except for a suspension imposed under division
(A)(3) of section 4301.252 of the Revised Code, the commission shall send
a copy of the order by certified mail to the holder, addressed to the holder at
the premises named in the permit, and shall also send by certified mail
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copies of the order to the chief of police, marshal, or chief police officer of
the municipal corporation in which the premises for which the permit was
issued are situated, or to the sheriff of the county or constable of the
township, in case the permit was issued for premises situated outside any
municipal corporation. A copy of an order revoking or canceling a permit or
allowing the payment of a forfeiture under section 4301.252 of the Revised
Code shall be sent to such officer at the same time as a copy is sent to the
permit holder; a copy of an order suspending a permit shall be sent to such
officer when the commission determines under section 4301.252 of the
Revised Code that the suspension is to become effective. The order shall
contain a statement of the number of the permit, the name of the holder, the
location of the premises for which the permit was issued, and the date when
the revocation or cancellation is to be effective, or, in case of suspension,
the beginning and ending dates of the suspension period and such other
information in the notice to the permit holder as is required by section
4301.252 of the Revised Code. The holder of such a revoked or cancelled
permit shall, on the effective date of the order of revocation or cancellation,
immediately surrender the permit by mailing or delivering it to the
superintendent of liquor control by certified mail. If the revoked or canceled
permit is not surrendered, the superintendent shall issue a written demand
for its surrender and deliver the demand to the chief of police, marshal, or
other chief police officer of the municipal corporation or to the sheriff of the
county, or to the constable of the township, in which the premises for which
the permit is issued are located, or to any designated agent of the division of
liquor control, and the chief of police, marshal, or other chief police officer
of the municipal corporation, sheriff, constable, or agent shall immediately
demand and secure possession of the revoked or cancelled permit and return
it by certified mail to the superintendent.

When a permit has been so suspended by order of the liquor control
commission, the permit holder shall not sell any alcoholic beverages at such
permit premises during the effective period stated in the order of a
suspension, and shall cover the permit by posting a copy of the suspension
order over the permit, and the order of suspension shall remain so posted on
the permit premises until termination of the suspension period. Upon
termination of the suspension period, the permit holder may remove the
copy of the suspension order from the permit and may resume the sale of
alcoholic beverages as authorized by the permit and in compliance with
Chapters 4301. and 4303. of the Revised Code.

The foregoing paragraph of this section is inapplicable while a stay
order is in effect as a result of an appeal taken by a permit holder from an

Am. Sub. H. B. No. 187
43



order of revocation, cancellation, or suspension or from an order that allows
the payment of a forfeiture under section 4301.252 of the Revised Code,
pursuant to section 119.12 of the Revised Code. A copy of the stay order
shall be posted on the premises of the permit holder and shall be furnished
by the division to the appropriate officer, as the case may be, such as the
chief of police, marshal, constable, or sheriff.

A permit holder desiring to file a notice of appeal under section 119.12
of the Revised Code with respect to any order of the commission as
described in this division shall do so within twenty-one days after the
mailing of the notice of the commission's order as provided in section
119.12 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5543.01. The (A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section,
the county engineer shall have general charge of the following:

(A)(1) Construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, and
repair of all bridges and highways within his the engineer's county, under
the jurisdiction of the board of county commissioners;

(B)(2) Construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of
roads by boards of township trustees under sections 5571.01, 5571.06,
5571.07, 5571.15, 5573.01 to 5573.15, inclusive, and 5575.02 to 5575.09,
inclusive, of the Revised Code;

(C)(3) Construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, or improvement of the
roads of a road district under section 5573.21 of the Revised Code.

(B) For any particular project, after notifying the county engineer, the
board of township trustees of a township that has adopted a limited home
rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code may hire an
independent professional engineer to be in charge of those activities listed in
division (A)(2) of this section. The county engineer SHALL REVIEW ALL
OF THE INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER'S PLANS FOR
IMPROVEMENTS AND PROVIDE THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP
TRUSTEES WITH COMMENTS ON THOSE PLANS WITHIN TEN
WORKING DAYS AFTER RECEIVING THEM. THE COUNTY
ENGINEER SHALL MONITOR ALL PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN
ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE WITH EXISTING
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND THOROUGHFARE PLANS,
AND COORDINATE CONSTRUCTION TIMELINES WITHIN THE
COUNTY.

(C) The county engineer may not perform any duties in connection with
the repair, maintenance, or dragging of roads by boards of township trustees,
except that, upon the request of any board of township trustees he, the
county engineer shall inspect any road designated by it and advise as to the
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best methods of repairing, maintaining, or dragging such that road.
Sec. 5543.09. The (A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section,

the county engineer shall supervise the construction, reconstruction,
improvement, maintenance, and repair of the highways, bridges, and
culverts under the jurisdiction of the board of county commissioners, and
the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and improvement of public
roads by boards of township trustees under sections 5571.01, 5571.06,
5571.07, 5571.15, 5573.01 to 5573.15, 5575.02 to 5575.09, and 5577.01 of
the Revised Code. When the engineer has charge of the highways, bridges,
and culverts within his the engineer's county, and under the control of the
state, he the engineer shall also supervise their construction, reconstruction,
improvement, and repair.

(B) For any particular project, with the approval of the county engineer,
the board of township trustees of a township that has adopted a limited home
rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code may hire an
independent professional engineer to assist the county engineer with the
supervision of the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and
improvement of public roads by the board under sections 5571.01, 5571.06,
5571.07, 5571.15, 5573.01 to 5573.15, 5575.02 to 5575.09, and 5577.01 of
the Revised Code.

Sec. 5549.02. (A) Boards of county commissioners and boards of
township trustees, in the purchase of machinery, tools, trucks, and other
equipment for use in constructing, maintaining, and repairing roads, may
make such purchases upon the following terms: not less than one-fourth of
the purchase price shall be paid in cash, and the remainder of the purchase
price shall be paid in not more than five equal annual installments, except
that if the board sells, as authorized by law, used vehicles, machinery, tools,
or equipment owned by the county or township to the person or other entity
from whom it is to make the purchase, the one-fourth cash down payment or
any installments, or both, may be reduced by the amount of the selling price
of the used vehicles, machinery, tools, or equipment. Each installment shall
be not less than one-fifth of the balance due and shall be secured by a note
which may contain a clause permitting prepayment at the option of the
board. Such boards may issue the notes of the county or township signed by
the board of county commissioners or board of township trustees, attested
by the signature of the county auditor or township clerk, and covering such
deferred payments and payable at the times above provided. Such notes may
bear interest at not to exceed the rate determined as provided in section 9.95
of the Revised Code, and are not subject to section 131.23 or 135.51 to
135.54 or to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code. In the legislation under
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which such notes are authorized, the board of county commissioners or
board of township trustees shall make provision for levying and collecting
annually, by taxation, an amount sufficient to pay the interest and provide a
sinking fund for the final redemption of such notes at maturity.

Sections 5705.41 and 5705.44 of the Revised Code apply only to such
portion of the purchase price of such machinery, tools, trucks, or equipment
as is to be paid in cash, exclusive of any credit from the sale of used
vehicles, machinery, tools, or equipment to the vendor.

(B) The boards of trustees of any two or more townships, or the
legislative authorities of any two or more political subdivisions, or any
combination thereof, may, through joint action, unite in the joint purchase,
maintenance, use, and operation of machinery, tools, trucks, and equipment
for use in constructing, maintaining, and repairing roads, and may prorate
the expense on such terms as are mutually agreed upon, and any political
subdivision may lease machinery, tools, trucks, and other equipment from
any one or more other political subdivisions for use in constructing,
maintaining, and repairing roads on such terms as are mutually agreed upon.

(C) Boards of county commissioners and boards of township trustees
may also enter into leases which include an option to purchase machinery,
tools, trucks, and other equipment for use in constructing, maintaining, and
repairing roads. Any such contract to lease with an option to purchase shall
require the board to pay at least three-twentieths of the total cost of the lease
with an option to purchase in cash. If the board sells used equipment as part
of any such contract, the three-twentieths cash down payment may be
reduced by the amount of the selling price of the used equipment. Such
leases with options to purchase shall be made from the lowest responsible
bidder offering the equipment after advertisement as provided in section
5575.01 of the Revised Code. Such leases are not subject to the down
payment and minimum annual installment requirements of division (A) of
this section.

Sec. 5549.021. A board of township trustees may purchase machinery,
tools, trucks, and other equipment for use in constructing, maintaining, and
repairing roads and, subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised Code, may issue
for that purpose general obligation bonds of the township for which the full
faith and credit of the township shall be pledged.

Sec. 5573.01. When the board of township trustees has determined that
any road shall be constructed, reconstructed, resurfaced, or improved, such
the board shall determine by resolution, by unanimous vote if acting without
a petition, and by a majority vote if acting upon a petition, the route and
termini of such the road, and the kind and extent of the improvement, and at
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the same time shall order the county engineer or, if the township has
adopted a limited home rule government under Chapter 504. of the Revised
Code, hire an independent professional engineer, after notifying the county
engineer, to make such surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections, estimates,
and specifications as are required for such the improvement. IF AN
INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER IS HIRED, THE
COUNTY ENGINEER SHALL REVIEW ALL OF THE INDEPENDENT
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER'S PLANS FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND
PROVIDE THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES WITH
COMMENTS ON THOSE PLANS WITHIN TEN WORKING DAYS after
receiving them. THE COUNTY ENGINEER SHALL MONITOR ALL OF
THE INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER'S PLANS FOR
IMPROVEMENTS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMPLIANCE WITH
EXISTING CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND THOROUGHFARE
PLANS, AND COORDINATE CONSTRUCTION TIMELINES WITHIN
THE COUNTY.

The If the board orders the county engineer to act under this section, the
board may order the county engineer to make alternate surveys, plans,
profiles, cross sections, estimates, and specifications, providing therein in
them for different widths of roadway, or different materials, and approve all
or any number of such these alternate surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections,
estimates, and specifications. The county engineer may, without instructions
from the board, prepare alternate surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections,
estimates, and specifications, providing therein in them for different widths
of roadways or different materials. When alternate surveys, plans, profiles,
cross sections, estimates, and specifications are approved by the board, or
submitted by the county engineer on his the county engineer's own motion,
the board and county engineer shall, after the opening of bids, agree which
of the surveys, plans, profiles, cross sections, estimates, and specifications
shall be finally adopted for construction of the improvement.

SECTION 2. That existing sections 109.14, 133.09, 309.09, 504.01,
504.02, 504.03, 504.04, 504.12, 504.13, 504.14, 504.16, 504.17, 504.18,
504.19, 505.261, 505.262, 505.264, 505.37, 505.373, 505.60, 505.701,
709.50, 711.05, 711.10, 713.22, 1901.026, 2921.421, 3737.46, 3767.03,
4301.28, 5543.01, 5543.09, 5549.02, and 5573.01 of the Revised Code are
hereby repealed.
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SECTION 3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section 713.22
of the Revised Code, the change in the composition of a county planning
commission required under that section as amended by this act shall be
implemented so that any member serving on the board on the effective date
of this act serves out the member's term of office, even if the membership
would not then meet the representation requirements in section 713.22 of the
Revised Code. As new members are appointed to the commission, the new
members shall be appointed so as to meet the representation requirements in
section 713.22 of the Revised Code as soon as possible without interfering
with any member's term of office.

Speaker __________________ of the House of Representatives.

President __________________ of the Senate.

Passed _________________________, 20____

Approved _________________________, 20____

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
____ day of ____________, A. D. 20____.

Secretary of State.

File No. __________ Effective Date _____________________
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