As Introduced

125th General Assembly
Special Session H.B.No. 1
2003-2004

Representative DeWine

A BILL

To amend sections 102.03, 2921.01, 2921.43, 3501. 38,
3503. 14, 3513.07, 3513.10, 3513.261, 3517.01,
3517.08, 3517.082, 3517.09, 3517.092, 3517.10,
3517.102, 3517.103, 3517.104, 3517.105, 3517.106,
3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.11, 3517.13, 3517.151,
3517. 152, 3517.154, 3517.155, 3517.16, 3517.17,
3517. 20, 3517.23, 3517.992, and 3599.031, to enact
new section 3599. 03 and sections 3501. 381,
3517.1011, 3517.1012, and 3599. 111, and to repea
section 3599.03 of the Revised Code to revise the
Canpai gn Fi nance Law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 102.03, 2921.01, 2921.43, 3501. 38,
3503. 14, 3513.07, 3513.10, 3513.261, 3517.01, 3517.08, 3517.082,
3517.09, 3517.092, 3517.10, 3517.102, 3517.103, 3517.104,

3517. 105, 3517.106, 3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.11, 3517.13,

3517. 151, 3517.152, 3517.154, 3517.155, 3517.16, 3517.17, 3517. 20,
3517.23, 3517.992, and 3599.031 be amended and new section 3599. 03
and sections 3501.381, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, and 3599. 111 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 102.03. (A)(1) No present or forner public official or
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enpl oyee shall, during public enploynment or service or for twelve
nonths thereafter, represent a client or act in a representative
capacity for any person on any natter in which the public official
or enpl oyee personally participated as a public official or

enpl oyee t hrough deci si on, approval, disapproval, recomrendation
the rendering of advice, investigation, or other substanti al

exercise of adm nistrative discretion.

(2) For twenty-four nonths after the conclusion of service,
no fornmer comr ssioner or attorney exam ner of the public
utilities comr ssion shall represent a public utility, as defined
in section 4905.02 of the Revised Code, or act in a representative
capacity on behalf of such a utility before any state board,

conmi ssi on, oOr agency.

(3) For twenty-four nonths after the conclusion of enploynent
or service, no fornmer public official or enployee who personally
participated as a public official or enployee through deci sion,
approval , di sapproval, reconmendation, the rendering of advice,

t he devel opnent or adoption of solid waste managenent pl ans,

i nvestigation, inspection, or other substantial exercise of

adm ni strative discretion under Chapter 343. or 3734. of the

Revi sed Code shall represent a person who is the owner or operator
of a facility, as defined in section 3734.01 of the Revised Code,
or who is an applicant for a permit or license for a facility
under that chapter, on any matter in which the public official or

enpl oyee personally participated as a public official or enployee.

(4) For a period of one year after the conclusion of
enpl oynment or service as a nenber or enpl oyee of the genera
assenbly, no forner menber or enpl oyee of the general assenbly
shal|l represent, or act in a representative capacity for, any
person on any matter before the general assenbly, any committee of
the general assenbly, or the controlling board. Division (A)(4) of

this section does not apply to or affect a person who separates
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fromservice with the general assenbly on or before Decenber 31
1995. As used in division (A (4) of this section "person" does not

i nclude any state agency or political subdivision of the state.

(5) As used in divisions (A (1), (2), and (3) of this
section, "matter" includes any case, proceeding, application,
determ nation, issue, or question, but does not include the
proposal, consideration, or enactnent of statutes, rules,
ordi nances, resolutions, or charter or constitutional anendnents.
As used in division (A (4) of this section, "matter" includes the
proposal, consideration, or enactnent of statutes, resolutions, or
constitutional amendnents. As used in division (A) of this
section, "represent" includes any formal or informal appearance
before, or any witten or oral communication with, any public

agency on behal f of any person.

(6) Nothing contained in division (A) of this section shal
prohibit, during such period, a former public official or enployee
from being retained or enployed to represent, assist, or act in a
representative capacity for the public agency by which the public
of ficial or enployee was enployed or on which the public official

or enpl oyee served.

(7) Division (A) of this section shall not be construed to
prohibit the perfornance of ministerial functions, including, but
not limted to, the filing or amendnent of tax returns,
applications for permts and |icenses, incorporation papers, and

other simlar docunents.

(B) No present or former public official or enployee shal
di scl ose or use, w thout appropriate authorization, any
i nformation acquired by the public official or enployee in the
course of the public official's or enployee's official duties that
is confidential because of statutory provisions, or that has been

clearly designated to the public official or enployee as
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confidential when that confidential designation is warranted
because of the status of the proceedings or the circunstances
under which the infornmati on was received and preserving its
confidentiality is necessary to the proper conduct of government

busi ness.

(© No public official or enployee shall participate within
the scope of duties as a public official or enployee, except
through ministerial functions as defined in division (A) of this
section, in any license or rate-making proceeding that directly
affects the |icense or rates of any person, partnership, trust,
busi ness trust, corporation, or association in which the public
official or enployee or inmediate famly owns or controls nore
than five per cent. No public official or enployee shal
participate within the scope of duties as a public official or
enpl oyee, except through ninisterial functions as defined in
division (A of this section, in any license or rate-naking
proceeding that directly affects the license or rates of any
person to whomthe public official or enployee or imediate

fam ly, or a partnership, trust, business trust, corporation, or

associ ation of which the public official or enployee or the public

official's or enployee's inmediate famly owns or controls nore

than five per cent, has sold goods or services totaling nore than

one thousand dollars during the preceding year, unless the public

of ficial or enployee has filed a witten statenent acknow edgi ng

that sale with the clerk or secretary of the public agency and the

statenent is entered in any public record of the agency's
proceedi ngs. This division shall not be construed to require the
di sclosure of clients of attorneys or persons |icensed under
section 4732.12 or 4732.15 of the Revised Code, or patients of

persons certified under section 4731.14 of the Revised Code.

(D) No public official or enployee shall use or authorize the

use of the authority or influence of office or enploynent to
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secure anything of value or the pronmise or offer of anything of
value that is of such a character as to mani fest a substantial and
i mproper influence upon the public official or enployee with

respect to that person's duti es.

(E) No public official or enployee shall solicit or accept
anything of value that is of such a character as to manifest a
substantial and i nproper influence upon the public official or

enpl oyee with respect to that person's duties.

(F) No person shall pronise or give to a public official or
enpl oyee anything of value that is of such a character as to
mani fest a substantial and inproper influence upon the public

of ficial or enployee with respect to that person's duties.

(G In the absence of bribery or another offense under the

Revi sed Code or a purpose to defraud, contributions made to a

canmpai gn committee, political party, legislative canpaign fund, or

political action conmttee—er—potiticalecontributingentity on

behal f of an elected public officer or other public official or
enpl oyee who seeks elective office shall be considered to accrue
ordinarily to the public official or enployee for the purposes of
divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this section.

As used in this division, "contributions,” "canpaign

committee," "political party," "legislative canpaign fund," and

"political action comittee;"

have the same neanings as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

(H (1) No public official or enployee, except for the
president or other chief adm nistrative officer of or a nmenber of
a board of trustees of a state institution of higher education as
defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, who is required
to file a financial disclosure statement under section 102.02 of
the Revised Code shall solicit or accept, and no person shall give

to that public official or enployee, an honorarium Except as
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provided in division (H(2) of this section, this division and
divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this section do not prohibit a
public official or enployee who is required to file a financial

di scl osure statenment under section 102.02 of the Revised Code from
accepting and do not prohibit a person fromgiving to that public
of ficial or enployee the paynent of actual travel expenses,

i ncl udi ng any expenses incurred in connection with the travel for
| odgi ng, and neals, food, and beverages provided to the public

of ficial or enployee at a neeting at which the public official or
enpl oyee participates in a panel, seminar, or speaking engagenent
or provided to the public official or enployee at a neeting or
convention of a national organization to which any state agency,
including, but not Iinmted to, any state |egislative agency or
state institution of higher education as defined in section

3345. 011 of the Revised Code, pays nenbership dues. Except as
provided in division (H(2) of this section, this division and
divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this section do not prohibit a
public official or enployee who is not required to file a
financial disclosure statenent under section 102.02 of the Revised
Code from accepting and do not prohibit a person from pronising or
giving to that public official or enployee an honorariumor the
paynent of travel, neal, and | odgi ng expenses if the honorarium
expenses, or both were paid in recognition of denonstrable

busi ness, professional, or esthetic interests of the public

of ficial or enployee that exist apart frompublic office or

enpl oynment, including, but not linmted to, such a denonstrable
interest in public speaking and were not paid by any person or
other entity, or by any representative or association of those
persons or entities, that is regulated by, doing business with, or
seeking to do business with the departnent, division, institution
board, comm ssion, authority, bureau, or other instrunentality of
the governnmental entity with which the public official or enployee

Serves.
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(2) No person who is a nenber of the board of a state
retirenment system a state retirement systeminvestnent officer,
or an enployee of a state retirenment system whose position
i nvol ves substantial and material exercise of discretion in the
i nvestnent of retirenment system funds shall solicit or accept, and
no person shall give to that board nenber, officer, or enployee,
paynent of actual travel expenses, including expenses incurred

with the travel for |odging, neals, food, and beverages.

(I') A public official or enployee may accept travel, neals,
and | odgi ng or expenses or reinbursenment of expenses for travel,
neal s, and | odging in connection with conferences, seninars, and
simlar events related to official duties if the travel, neals,
and | odgi ng, expenses, or reinbursenment is not of such a character
as to nani fest a substantial and inproper influence upon the
public official or enployee with respect to that person's duties.
The house of representatives and senate, in their code of ethics,
and the Chio ethics conm ssion, under section 111.15 of the
Revi sed Code, may adopt rules setting standards and conditions for
the furnishing and acceptance of such travel, neals, and | odging,

expenses, or reinbursenent.

A person who acts in conpliance with this division and any
appl i cable rules adopted under it, or any applicable, simlar
rul es adopted by the supreme court governing judicial officers and
enpl oyees, does not violate division (D), (E), or (F) of this
section. This division does not preclude any person from seeking
an advi sory opinion fromthe appropriate ethics conmn ssion under
section 102.08 of the Revised Code.

(J) For purposes of divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this
section, the nmenbership of a public official or enployee in an
organi zation shall not be considered, in and of itself, to be of
such a character as to mani fest a substantial and inproper

i nfluence on the public official or enployee with respect to that
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person's duties. As used in this division, "organization" neans a
church or a religious, benevolent, fraternal, or professiona
organi zation that is tax exenpt under subsection 501(a) and

descri bed in subsection 501(c)(3), (4), (8), (10), or (19) of the
"Internal Revenue Code of 1986." This division does not apply to a
public official or enployee who is an enpl oyee of an organization,
serves as a trustee, director, or officer of an organization, or
otherwi se holds a fiduciary relationship with an organi zation
This division does not allow a public official or enployee who is
a menber of an organization to participate, formally or
informally, in deliberations, discussions, or voting on a matter
or to use his official position with regard to the interests of
the organi zation on the matter if the public official or enployee
has assuned a particular responsibility in the organization with
respect to the matter or if the matter would affect that person's

personal, pecuniary interests.

(K)y It is not a violation of this section for a prosecuting
attorney to appoint assistants and enpl oyees in accordance with
division (B) of section 309.06 and section 2921.421 of the Revised
Code, for a chief legal officer of a nunicipal corporation or an
of ficial designated as prosecutor in a nunicipal corporation to
appoi nt assistants and enpl oyees in accordance with sections
733.621 and 2921.421 of the Revised Code, for a township | aw
di rector appoi nted under section 504.15 of the Revised Code to
appoi nt assi stants and enpl oyees in accordance with sections
504. 151 and 2921. 421 of the Revised Code, or for a coroner to
appoi nt assi stants and enpl oyees in accordance with division (B)
of section 313.05 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "chief legal officer"” has the sane

meani ng as in section 733.621 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2921.01. As used in sections 2921.01 to 2921.45 of the
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Revi sed Code:

(A "Public official" means any el ected or appointed officer,
or enpl oyee, or agent of the state or any political subdivision,
whether in a tenporary or permanent capacity, and includes, but is

not limted to, legislators, judges, and | aw enforcenent officers.
(B) "Public servant" nmeans any of the follow ng:
(1) Any public official;

(2) Any person perforning ad hoc a governnental function,
including, but not linited to, a juror, nenber of a tenporary

conm ssion, master, arbitrator, advisor, or consultant;

(3) A person who is a candidate for public office, whether or
not the person is elected or appointed to the office for which the
person is a candidate. A person is a candidate for purposes of
this division if the person has been nom nated according to | aw
for election or appointnment to public office, or if the person has
filed a petition or petitions as required by |law to have the
person's name placed on the ballot in a primry, general, or
special election, or if the person canmpaigns as a wite-in

candi date in any primry, general, or special election.

(C "Party official" nmeans any person who hol ds an el ective
or appointive post in a political party in the United States or
this state, by virtue of which the person directs, conducts, or
participates in directing or conducting party affairs at any | evel

of responsibility.

(D "Oficial proceeding" means any proceedi ng before a
| egislative, judicial, adm nistrative, or other governnental
agency or official authorized to take evidence under oath, and
i ncl udes any proceedi ng before a referee, hearing exam ner,
comm ssioner, notary, or other person taking testinony or a

deposition in connection with an official proceeding.
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(E) "Detention" neans arrest; confinement in any vehicle
subsequent to an arrest; confinenment in any public or private
facility for custody of persons charged with or convicted of crine
inthis state or another state or under the [aws of the United
States or alleged or found to be a delinquent child or unruly
child in this state or another state or under the |laws of the
United States; hospitalization, institutionalization, or
confinement in any public or private facility that is ordered
pursuant to or under the authority of section 2945.37, 2945. 371,
2945. 38, 2945.39, 2945.40, 2945.401, or 2945.402 of the Revised
Code; confinenment in any vehicle for transportation to or from any
facility of any of those natures; detention for extradition or
deportation; except as provided in this division, supervision by
any enpl oyee of any facility of any of those natures that is
incidental to hospitalization, institutionalization, or
confinement in the facility but that occurs outside the facility;
supervi sion by an enpl oyee of the departnment of rehabilitation and
correction of a person on any type of release froma state
correctional institution; or confinenent in any vehicle, airplane,
or place while being returned fromoutside of this state into this
state by a private person or entity pursuant to a contract entered
into under division (E) of section 311.29 of the Revised Code or
di vision (B) of section 5149.03 of the Revised Code. For a person
confined in a county jail who participates in a county jail
i ndustry program pursuant to section 5147.30 of the Revised Code,
"detention" includes tinme spent at an assigned work site and going

to and fromthe work site.

(F) "Detention facility" means any public or private place
used for the confinenment of a person charged with or convicted of
any crime in this state or another state or under the |aws of the
United States or alleged or found to be a delinquent child or

unruly child in this state or another state or under the | aws of
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the United States.

(G "Valuable thing or valuable benefit" includes, but is not

limted to, a contribution. This inclusion does not indicate or
inmply that a contribution was not included in those terns before
Sept ember 17, 1986.

(H "Canpaign commttee,” "contribution," "political action

commi ttee,

and—politicalecontributingentity— have the sane neanings as in
section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

"l egi slative campaign fund," and "political party:"

(1) "Provider agreenent" and "nedical assistance progrant

have the sanme neanings as in section 2913.40 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2921.43. (A) No public servant shall knowi ngly solicit
or accept, and no person shall know ngly prom se or give to a

public servant, either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Any conpensation, other than as allowed by divisions (G,
(H, and (I) of section 102.03 of the Revised Code or other
provisions of law, to performthe public servant's official
duties, to performany other act or service in the public
servant's public capacity, for the general performance of the
duties of the public servant's public office or public enploynent,

or as a supplenent to the public servant's public conpensation

(2) Additional or greater fees or costs than are all owed by

law to performthe public servant's official duties.

(B) No public servant for the public servant's own persona
or business use, and no person for the person's own personal or
busi ness use or for the personal or business use of a public
servant or party official, shall solicit or accept anything of

value in consideration of either of the follow ng:

(1) Appointing or securing, nmintaining, or renewing the

appoi nt ment of any person to any public office, enploynent, or
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agency;

(2) Preferring, or naintaining the status of, any public
enpl oyee with respect to conpensation, duties, placenent,

| ocation, pronotion, or other material aspects of enployment.

(© No person for the benefit of a political party, canpaign
conm ttee, |egislative canpaign fund, or political action

commi t t ee—e+—pottical—contributing—entity shall coerce any

contribution in consideration of either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Appointing or securing, mmintaining, or renew ng the
appoi nt ment of any person to any public office, enploynent, or

agency;

(2) Preferring, or maintaining the status of, any public
enpl oyee with respect to conpensation, duties, placenent,

| ocation, pronotion, or other nmaterial aspects of enploynent.

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of soliciting

i mproper conpensation, a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(E) A public servant who is convicted of a violation of this
section is disqualified from hol ding any public office,
enpl oynment, or position of trust in this state for a period of

seven years fromthe date of conviction

(F) Divisions (A, (B), and (C of this section do not

prohibit a person from naking voluntary contributions to a

political party, canpaign commttee, |egislative canpaign fund, or

political action conmittee—oer—potiticalecontributingentity or
prohibit a political party, campaign comittee, |egislative
canpai gn fund, or political action comrttee—or—political
eontrbutinrg—entity from accepting voluntary contri butions.

Sec. 3501.38. Al declarations of candidacy, nom nating
petitions, or other petitions presented to or filed with the

secretary of state or a board of elections or with any other
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public office for the purpose of becom ng a candidate for any
noni nation or office or for the holding of an el ection on any
issue shall, in addition to neeting the other specific

requi rements prescribed in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to them be governed by the follow ng rules:

(A) Only electors qualified to vote on the candi dacy or issue
which is the subject of the petition shall sign a petition. Each
signer shall be a registered elector pursuant to section 3503.11
of the Revised Code. The facts of qualification shall be

determ ned as of the date when the petition is fil ed.

(B) Signatures shall be affixed in ink. Each signer may al so
print the signer's nane, so as to clearly identify the signer's

si gnat ure.

(C Each signer shall place on the petition after the
signer's nane the date of signing and the |ocation of the signer's
voting residence, including the street and nunber if in a
nmuni ci pal corporation or the rural route nunber, post office
address, or township if outside a nunicipal corporation. The
voting address given on the petition shall be the address

appearing in the registration records at the board of el ections.

(D) No person shall wite any nanme ot her than the person's
own on any petition. No person nay authorize another to sign for
the person. VWhere If a petition contains the signature of an
el ector two or nore tinmes, only the first signature shall be

count ed.

(E) (1) On each petition paper, the circulator shall indicate
t he nunber of signatures contained on it, and shall sign a
statement made under penalty of election falsification that the
circulator witnessed the affixing of every signature, that al
signers were to the best of the circulator's know edge and beli ef

qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the best of the
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circulator's know edge and belief the signature of the person

whose signature it purports to be. On the circulator's statenent

for a declaration of candidacy. nonminating petition, or

declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate for a person

seeking to becone a statewi de candidate or for a statew de

initiative or a statewide referendum petition, the circul ator

shall identify the nane of the person enploving the circulator to

circulate the petition, if any.

(2) As used in division (E) of this section, "statew de

candi date" neans the joint candidates for the offices of governor

and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary

of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney

gener al

(F) If acirculator knowingly permts an unqualified person
to sign a petition paper or pernits a person to wite a nanme other
than the person's own on a petition paper, that petition paper is
invalid; otherwi se, the signature of a person not qualified to
sign shall be rejected but shall not invalidate the other valid

signatures on the paper.

(G The circulator of a petition may, before filing it in a
public office, strike fromit any signature the circul ator does

not wish to present as a part of the petition.

(H) Any signer of a petition may renove the signer's
sighature fromthat petition at any tinme before the petition is
filed in a public office by striking the signer's name fromthe
petition; no signature nmay be renoved after the petition is filed

in any public office.

(1)Y(1) No alterations, corrections, or additions may be nade

to a petition after it is filed in a public office.

(2) No petition may be withdrawn after it is filed in a

public office. Nothing in this division prohibits a person from
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wi thdrawi ng as a candi date as otherw se provided by | aw

(J) Al declarations of candi dacy, nom nating petitions, or
other petitions under this section shall be acconpani ed by the
follow ng statenent in bol dface capital letters: WHOEVER COW TS
ELECTI ON FALSI FICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

(K) Al separate petition papers shall be filed at the sane

time, as one instrument.

(L) If a board of elections distributes for use a petition
formfor a declaration of candidacy, noninating petition,
declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate, or any type of
question or issue petition that does not satisfy the requirenents
of law as of the date of that distribution, the board shall not
invalidate the petition on the basis that the petition form does
not satisfy the requirenents of law, if the petition otherwise is
valid. Division (L) of this section applies only if the candidate
received the petition fromthe board within ninety days of when

the petition is required to be fil ed.

Sec. 3501.381. (A (1) Any person who will receive

conpensation for supervising. managi ng. or otherw se organi zing

any effort to obtain signatures for a declaration of candi dacy,

nom nating petition, or declaration of intent to be a wite-in

candi date for a person seeking to becone a statew de candi date or

for a statewide initiative petition or a statew de referendum

petition shall file a statenent to that effect with the office of

the secretary of state before any signatures are obtained for the

petition or before the person is engaged to supervi se, nenage, or

ot herwi se organize the effort to obtain signatures for the

petition, whichever is |ater.

(2) Any person who will conpensate a person for supervising,

nanagi ng, or otherw se organizing any effort to obtain signatures
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for a declaration of candidacy. nonminating petition, or

declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate for a person

seeking to becone a statew de candidate or for a statew de

initiative or a statewide referendumpetition shall file a

statenent to that effect with the office of the secretary of state

before any signatures are obtained for the petition or before the

person_engages a person to supervise, manage., or ot herw se

organi ze the effort to obtain signatures for the petition

whi chever is |later.

(B) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form and

content of the statenents reaquired under division (A of this

section.

(G Whoever violates division (A of this section is quilty

of a m sdeneanor of the first degree., and the petition for which a

person was conpensat ed for supervising, manadi ng, or otherw se

organi zing the effort to obtain signatures shall be deened

i nval i d.

(D) As used in this section., "statew de candi date" neans the

joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant

governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of state,

auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney general.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe the
formand content of the registration and change of residence and
change of nane formused in this state. The formshall set forth
the eligibility requirenments needed to qualify as an el ector and
nmeet the requirenments of the National Voter Registration Act of

1993. The formshall include a space on which the person

registering an applicant shall sign the person's nane and a space

on which the person registering an applicant shall nane the

enpl oyer who is enploying that person to register the applicant.

No el ection official or enployee of a designated agency who is
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reqgi stering an applicant shall be required to sign the el ection

official's or enployee's nane or to nane the enployer who is

enpl oving the election official or enployee to reqgister an

applicant on a formprepared under this section.

(B) Any applicant who is unable to sign his the applicant's

own name shall make an "X, " if possible, which shall be certified
by the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling
out the registration form who shall add his the person's own

signhature. If an applicant is unable to nmake an "X, " he the

applicant shall indicate in some manner that he the applicant

desires to register to vote or to change his the applicant's nane

or residence. The person registering such—an the applicant shall
sign the formand attest that the applicant indicated that he the
applicant desired to register to vote or to change his the

applicant's nane or residence.

(C) No reqgistration and change of residence and change of

nane formshall be rejected solely on the basis that a person

registering an applicant failed to sign the person's nane or

failed to nane the enployer who is enploying that person to

regi ster the applicant as required under division (A of this

section.

(D) As used in this section, "reqistering an applicant"

includes any effort, for conpensation, to provide voter

registration forns or to assist persons in conpleting those forns

or returning themto the board of elections., the office of the

secretary of state, or another appropriate public office.

Sec. 3513.07. The form of declaration of candi dacy and
petition of a person desiring to be a candidate for a party
nom nation or a candidate for election to an office or position to
be voted for at a prinmary election shall be substantially as

foll ows:
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" DECLARATI ON OF CANDI DACY PARTY PRI MARY ELECTI ON

L, (Nanme of Candidate), the
under si gned, hereby decl are under penalty of election

falsification that my voting residence is in ...............

precinct of the ....... ... .. ... ... . ... .. ... ... (Townshi p) or (Ward
and Gty or Village) in the county of ................ , Ohio; that
my voting residence is ............... (Street and Nunber, if any,

or Rural Route and Nunmber) of the ........ ... ... ... ... .........

(City or Village) of ................. , Chio; and that | ama
qualified elector in the precinct in which nmy voting residence is
|ocated. | ama nenber of the ........ Party. | hereby declare
that | desiretobe .................... (a candi date for

nom nati on as a candidate of the Party for election to the office

of ............. ) (a candidate for election to the office or
position of .............. ) for the ............ in the state,
district, (Full termor unexpired termending ............... )
county, city, or village of ................... , at the primry
election to be held onthe ............. day of ......... S

and | hereby request that nmy nane be printed upon the officia
primary election ballot of the said .......... Party as a
candidate for ......... (such nonmination) or (such election) as

provi ded by | aw.

| further declare that, if elected to said office or

position, I will qualify therefor, and that I wll support and
abi de by the principles enunciated by the ............ Party.
Dated this .......... day of ................. S e

(Si gnature of candi date)

VWHOEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GU LTY OF A FELONY
OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.
PETI TI ON OF CANDI DATE
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We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of Chio,
whose voting residence is in the county, city, village, ward,
townshi p, or school district, and precinct set opposite our nanes,
and nmenmbers of the . ... . . Party,
hereby certify that ......... ... ... .. ... ... ...... (Name of
candi date) whose declaration of candidacy is filed herewith, is a
menber of the ............ Party, and is, in our opinion, wel
qualified to performthe duties of the office or position to which
that candi date desires to be el ected.

Street Cty,
and Vill age or
Si gnature  Nunber Townshi p War d Pr eci nct County Dat e

(Must use address on file with the board of elections)

....................................... (Nare of circul ator
of petition), declares under penalty of election falsification
that the circulator of the petition is a qualified elector of the
state of Chio and resides at the address appearing bel ow the
signature of that circulator; that the circulator is a nmenber of
the ........... Party; that the circulator is the circul ator of
the foregoing petition paper containing ............. ( Nurber)
signhatures; that the circulator witnessed the affixing of every
signature; that all signers were to the best of the circulator's
know edge and belief qualified to sign; and that every signature
is to the best of the circulator's know edge and belief the

signature of the person whose signature it purports to be.
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(Address of circul ator)

(If petition is for a statew de

candi date, the name of person

enploying circulator to

circulate petition, if any)

VWHOEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GU LTY OF A FELONY
OF THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

The secretary of state shall prescribe a formof declaration
of candi dacy and petition, and the formshall be substantially
simlar to the declaration of candidacy and petition set forth in
this section, that will be suitable for joint candi dates for the

of fi ces of governor and |ieutenant governor.

The petition provided for in this section shall be circul ated

only by a nenber of the sane political party as the candi date.

Sec. 3513.10. (A At the tinme of filing a declaration of
candi dacy for nom nation for any office, or a declaration of
intent to be a wite-in candidate, each candi date, except joint

candi dates for governor and |ieutenant governor, shall pay a fee

as foll ows:
For statew de office $100
For court of appeals judge $ 50
For court of conmon pl eas judge $ 50
For county court judge $ 50
For nunici pal court judge $ 50
For district office,_ including nmenber
of the United States house of
representatives and nenber of the
general assenbly $ 50
For county office $ 50

For city office $ 20
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For village office $ 10
For township office $ 10
For nenmber of state board of education $ 20

For menber of local, city, or
exenpted village board of education
or educational service center

gover ni ng board $ 10

At the tinme of filing a declaration of candidacy or a
declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate for the offices
of governor and |ieutenant governor, the joint candi dates shal
jointly pay to the secretary of state a fee of one hundred

dol | ars.

(B)(1) At the sane tinme the fee required under division (A
of this section is paid, each candi date shall pay an additi onal
fee as foll ows:

For the joint candi dates for governor

and |ieut enant governor $ 50

For statew de office $ 50

For district office,_ including nmenber

of the United States house of

representatives and nenber of the

general assenbly $ 35
For menber of state board of education $ 35
For court of appeals judge $ 30
For court of conmon pl eas judge $ 30
For county court judge $ 30
For muni ci pal court judge $ 30
For county office $ 30
For city office $ 25
For village office $ 20
For township office $ 20

For nenber of local, city, ceunty-—
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or exenpted village board of education

or educational service center

governi ng board $ 20

(2) Whoever seeks to propose a ballot question or issue to be
subnmitted to the electors shall pay the following fee at the tine

the petition proposing the question or issue is filed:

(a) If the question or issue is to be submtted to the

el ectors throughout the entire state, twenty-five dollars;

(b) If the question or issue is to be subnmitted to the
el ectors of a county or of a district that consists of all or part
of two or nore counties but less than the entire state, fifteen

dol | ars;

(c) If the question or issue is to be submitted to the

el ectors of a city, twelve dollars and fifty cents;

(d) If the question or issue is to be subnmitted to the
el ectors of a village, a township, a local, city, county, or
exenpted village school district, a precinct, or another district

consisting of less than an entire county, ten dollars.

(C© No fee shall be required of candidates filing for the
office of delegate or alternate to the national convention of
political parties, menber of the state central comrmittee of a

political party, or nenber of the county central comittee of a

political party.

(D) Al fees required under division (A of this section
i medi ately shall be paid by the officer receiving theminto the
state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund, in the
case of fees received by the secretary of state, and into the
county treasury to the credit of the county general fund, in the

case of fees received by a board of elections.

(E) The officer who receives a fee required under division
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(B) of this section inmediately shall pay the fee to the credit of 674
the Onio el ections comm ssion fund—whi-eh—is—hereby created irthe 675
. 676

677

of—the—Ohio—elections—ecomrssioen by division (1) of section 678
3517.152 of the Revised Code. 679
(F)(1) In no case shall a fee paid under this section be 680
returned to a candidate. 681
(2) Whenever a section of lawrefers to a filing fee to be 682

paid by a candidate or by a conmittee proposing a ballot question 683
or issue to be submtted to the electors, that fee includes the 684
fees required under divisions (A) and (B) of this section. 685
(G As used in divisions (A) and (B) of this section, 686
"statewi de office" neans the office of secretary of state, auditor 687
of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, justice and chief 688
justice of the suprenme court, and nenber of the United States 689
senat e. 690
Sec. 3513.261. A nominating petition may consi st of one or 691

nore separate petition papers, each of which shall be 692
substantially in the formprescribed in this section. If the 693
petition consists of nore than one separate petition paper, the 694
st at enent of candi dacy of the candidate or joint candi dates naned 695
need be signed by the candidate or joint candi dates on only one of 696
such separate petition papers, but the statenent of candi dacy so 697
signed shall be copied on each other separate petition paper 698
before the signatures of electors are placed on it. Each 699
nom nating petition containing signatures of electors of nore than 700
one county shall consist of separate petition papers each of which 701
shal |l contain signatures of electors of only one county; provided 702
that petitions containing signatures of electors of nore than one 703

county shall not thereby be declared invalid. In case petitions 704
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contai ning signatures of electors of nore than one county are
filed, the board of elections shall deternmine the county from
which the majority of the signatures cane, and only signatures
fromthis county shall be counted. Signatures from any ot her

county shall be invalid.

Al'l signatures on nominating petitions shall be witten in

ink or indelible pencil.

At the tinme of filing a nom nating petition, the candidate
designated in the nomi nating petition, and joint candi dates for
governor and lieutenant governor, shall pay to the el ection
officials with whomit is filed the fees specified for the office
under divisions (A and (B) of section 3513.10 of the Revised
Code. The fees shall be disposed of by those election officials in
the manner that is provided in section 3513.10 of the Revised Code
for the disposition of other fees, and in no case shall a fee

requi red under that section be returned to a candi date.

Candi dates or joint candi dates whose nanes are witten on the
ball ot, and who are el ected, shall pay the sanme fees under section
3513. 10 of the Revised Code that candidates who file nom nating
petitions pay. Paynent of these fees shall be a condition

precedent to the granting of their certificates of election.

Each nomi nating petition shall contain a statenent of
candi dacy that shall be signed by the candi date or joint
candi dates nanmed in it. Such statenment of candi dacy shall contain
a decl aration nade under penalty of election falsification that
the candi date desires to be a candidate for the office named in
it, and that the candidate is an elector qualified to vote for the

office the candi date seeks.

The formof the nom nating petition and statenent of
candi dacy shall be substantially as foll ows:
" STATEMENT OF CANDI DACY
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L, (Narme of candidate),
t he undersi gned, hereby declare under penalty of election
falsification that ny voting residence is in ................
.......... Precinct of the ......................... (Township) or
(Ward and City, or Village) in the county of ............... Oni o;
that nmy post-office address is ........ .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ....
(Street and Nunber, if any, or Rural Route and Number) of the
............................... (City, Village, or post office) of
.................... , Chio; and that | ama qualified elector in
the precinct in which nmy voting residence is |ocated. | hereby

declare that | desire to be a candidate for election to the office

of ... ... ... ... inthe ........ .. .. . . .. .. . . . ... (State,

District, County, City, Village, Township, or School District) for
the .. (Ful'l term or unexpired
termending ................ ) at the General Election to be held
onthe ........... day of ............... ,

| further declare that | aman elector qualified to vote for
the office | seek. Dated this ....... day of .............. ,

(Signature of candi date)

VWHOEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION IS GU LTY OF A FELONY
OF THE FI FTH DEGREE.

L, , hereby constitute the
persons naned below a committee to represent ne:

Nane Resi dence

NOM NATI NG PETI Tl ON

Page 25

736
737
738
739
740
741
742
743
744
745
746
747
748
749
750
751

752
753
754
755

756
757

758
759
760
761
762
763
764
765
766



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the state of Chio,
whose voting residence is in the County, City, Village, Ward,
Townshi p or Precinct set opposite our nanes, hereby noninate

.................... as a candidate for election to the office of

(State, District, County, City, Village, Township, or Schoo
District) for the ................. (Full termor unexpired term
ending ................... ) to be voted for at the genera

el ection next hereafter to be held, and certify that this person
is, in our opinion, well qualified to performthe duties of the

office or position to which the person desires to be el ected.

Street

Addr ess

or RF.D

(Must use

address on Cty,

file with Village

t he board of or Dat e of
Si gnhature el ections) Township Ward Precinct County Signing

........................... , declares under penalty of election
falsification that such person is a qualified elector of the state
of Chio and resides at the address appearing bel ow such person's
signature hereto; that such person is the circulator of the
foregoing petition paper containing ................ si gnat ur es;
that such person witnessed the affixing of every signature; that

all signers were to the best of such person's know edge and beli ef
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qualified to sign; and that every signature is to the best of such
person's know edge and belief the signature of the person whose

signhature it purports to be.

(If petition is for a statew de

candi date, the nane of person

enploying circulator to

circulate petition, if any)

VWHCEVER COWM TS ELECTI ON FALSI FI CATION | S GUILTY OF A FELONY
OF THE FI FTH DEGREE. "

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of nom nating
petition for a group of candidates for the office of nenber of a
board of education, township office, and offices of rmunicipa

corporations of under two thousand popul ati on.

The secretary of state shall prescribe a form of statenent of
candi dacy and nom nating petition, which shall be substantially
simlar to the formof statement of candi dacy and nom nating
petition set forth in this section, that will be suitable for
joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant

gover nor.

If such petition nom nates a candi date whose election is to
be determ ned by the electors of a county or a district or
subdi vision within the county, it shall be filed with the board of
such county. If the petition nom nates a candi date whose el ection
is to be determ ned by the voters of a subdivision |ocated in nore
than one county, it shall be filed with the board of the county in

whi ch the maj or portion of the popul ation of such subdivision is
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| ocat ed.

If the petition nominates a candi date whose election is to be
determ ned by the electors of a district conprised of nore than
one county but less than all of the counties of the state, it
shall be filed with the board of elections of the nbst popul ous
county in such district. If the petition nom nates a candi date
whose election is to be determ ned by the electors of the state at

large, it shall be filed with the secretary of state.

The secretary of state or a board of elections shall not
accept for filing a nom nating petition of a person seeking to
becone a candidate if that person, for the same el ection, has
already filed a declaration of candi dacy, a declaration of intent
to be a wite-in candidate, or a nomnating petition, or has
become a candi date through party nomination at a primary el ection
or by the filling of a vacancy under section 3513.30 or 3513. 31 of
the Revised Code for any state or county office, if the noninating
petition is for a state or county office, or for any nunicipal or
township office, for menber of a city, local, or exenpted village
board of education, or for menber of a governing board of an
educati onal service center, if the nom nating petition is for a
muni ci pal or township office, or for nmenber of a city, local, or
exenpted village board of education, or for nenber of a governing

board of an educational service center.

Sec. 3517.01. (A) A political party within the meani ng of
Title XXXV of the Revised Code is any group of voters that, at the
nost recent regular state election, polled for its candidate for
governor in the state or nom nees for presidential electors at
| east five per cent of the entire vote cast for that office or
that filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to any el ection
in which it received |l ess than five per cent of that vote, a

petition signed by qualified electors equal in nunber to at | east
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one per cent of the total vote for governor or nomi nees for
presidential electors at the npst recent election, declaring their
intention of organizing a political party, the name of which shal
be stated in the declaration, and of participating in the
succeeding primary el ection, held in even-nunbered years, that
occurs nore than one hundred twenty days after the date of filing.
No such group of electors shall assunme a nane or designation that
is simlar, in the opinion of the secretary of state, to that of
an existing political party as to confuse or mslead the voters at
an election. If any political party fails to cast five per cent of
the total vote cast at an election for the office of governor or

president, it shall cease to be a political party.

(B) Notwi thstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01
of the Revised Code, as used in this section~ and sections 3517.08
to 3517. 14, and-seection 3517.99, and 3517.992 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Canpaign comrittee" neans a candidate or a conbination
of two or nore persons authorized by a candi date under section
3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and make

expendi t ures.

(2) "Canpaign treasurer" neans an individual appointed by a
candi date under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candi date" has the sane neaning as in division (H of
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code and al so includes any person
who, at any tinme before or after an el ection, receives
contributions or nmakes expenditures or other use of contributions,
has gi ven consent for another to receive contributions or nake
expendi tures or other use of contributions, or appoints a canpaign
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's
nom nation or election to public office. Wen two persons jointly
seek the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor, "candi date"
nmeans the pair of candidates jointly. "Candi date" does not include

candi dates for election to the offices of nmenber of a county or
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state central conmittee, presidential elector, and delegate to a

national convention or conference of a political party.

(4) "Continuing association" neans an associ ation, other than
a canpaign commttee, political party, legislative canpaign fund,
potitical——contributingentity— or [ abor organization, that is
i ntended to be a permanent organi zation that has a primary purpose
ot her than supporting or opposing specific candidates, political
parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis

t hr oughout the year. "Continuing association” includes

organi zations that are deternined to be not organized for profit

under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection
501(c)(3)., 501(c)(4). or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) "Contribution" neans a loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness
of i ndebtedness, donation, advance, paynent, or transfer of funds
or transfer—of anything of value,_ including a transfer of funds
froman inter vivos or testanentary trust or decedent's estate,
and the paynment by any person other than the person to whomthe
services are rendered for the personal services of another person
whi ch contribution is nmade, received, or used for the purpose of
influencing the results of an el ection. “Cent+ibutien~ Any | oan

gift, deposit, forgiveness of indebtedness, donation, advance,

paynent, or transfer of funds or of anything of value, including a

transfer of funds froman inter vivos or testanentary trust or

decedent's estate, and the paynent by any canpaign conmittee,

political action conmmttee, |eqislative canpaign fund, political

party, or person other than the person to whomthe services are

rendered for the personal services of another person, that is

nmade, received, or used by a state or county political party,

other than noneys a state or county political party receives from

the Chio political party fund pursuant to section 3517.17 of the

Revi sed Code and the noneys a state or county political party may
recei ve under sections 3517.101 and 3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code,
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shall be considered to be a "contribution" for the purpose of

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a

statenent of contributions filed under that section

"Contribution" does not include any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Services provided w thout conpensation by individuals

vol unteering a portion or all of their tine on behalf of a person;
(b) Ordinary honme hospitality;
(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that

vol unt eer canpai gn wor ker

(d) Any gift given to a state or county political party
pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code. As used in
division (B)(5)(d) of this section, "political party" neans only a

maj or political party;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the

Revi sed Code that is made, received, or used to pay the direct

costs of producing or airing an el ectioneering conmmuni cati on as

defined in that section

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for

the party's restricted fund under division (A (2) of section
3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code.

(6) "Expenditure" neans the di sbursenent or use of a
contribution for the purpose of influencing the results of an
el ection or of mamking a charitable donation under division (G of

section 3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any di sbursenent or use of a

contribution by a state or county political party is an

expenditure and shall be considered either to be nade for the

pur pose of influencing the results of an election or to be made as

a charitable donation under division (G of section 3517.08 of the

Revi sed Code and shall be reported on a statenent of expenditures
filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty
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days preceding a prinmary or general el ection, any disbursenent to

pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or

satellite comunication that refers to a clearly identified

candi date shall be considered to be made for the purpose of

influencing the results of that el ection.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite

n

communi cation" and "refers to a clearly identified candi date" have

the sane neanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limted to,
ordi nary expenses for accommodations, clothing, food, persona

not or vehicle or airplane, and home tel ephone.

(8) "Political action commttee" nmeans a conbi nati on of two
or nore persons, the primary or ineidental maj or purpose of which
is to support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue,

or to influence the result of any election through express

advocacy, and that is not a political party, a canpaign comittee,
a—potiticalcontributingentity-— or a |l egislative canpaign fund.

"Political action commttee" does not include a continuing

associ ation that makes di sbursenents for the direct costs of

produci ng or _airing el ectioneering conmunications as defined in

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code and that does not engage in

express advocacy.

(9) "Public office" means any state, county, municipal
townshi p, and or district office, except an office of a political

party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United

St ates senator and eceongresshan representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the sanme neaning as in section
1. 03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a campaign fund" neans a candi date, a
public official or enployee for whose benefit a canpaign fund

exi sts, and any other person who has ever been a candi date or
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public official or enployee and for whose benefit a canpaign fund

exi st s.

(12) "Canpai gn fund" neans noney or other property, including

contri butions.

(13) "Public official or enployee" has the sanme nmeaning as in
section 102.01 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Caucus" nmeans all of the nenbers of the house of
representatives or all of the nmenbers of the senate of the genera

assenbly who are nenbers of the same political party.

(15) "Legislative canpaign fund" neans a fund that is
established as an auxiliary of a state political party and

associ ated with one of the houses of the general assenbly.

(16) "In-kind contribution"” nmeans anything of val ue other
than noney that is used to influence the results of an election or
is transferred to or used in support of or in oppositionto a

candi date, canpaign comrittee, |egislative canpaign fund,

political party, or political action comm ttee—or—potitical
contributing—entity and that is nade with the consent of, in

coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of the benefited candidate, comrmittee, fund, or
party—er—entity. The financing of the dissem nation

di stribution, or republication, in whole or part, of any broadcast
or of any witten, graphic, or other form of canpaign materials
prepared by the candi date, the candi date's canpaign comittee, or
their authorized agents is an in-kind contribution to the

candi date and an expenditure by the candi date.

(17) "Independent expenditure" neans an expenditure by a
person advocating the election or defeat of an identified
candi date or candidates, that is not made with the consent of, in
coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request

or suggestion of any candi date or candi dates or of the canpaign
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committee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in

division (B)(17) of this section

(a) "Person" nmeans an individual, partnership, unincorporated
busi ness organi zation or association, political action conmittee,
potitical—contributingentity— separate segregated fund,
associ ation, or any other organization or group of persons, but
not a | abor organi zation or a corporation unless—thetaber

o o o N ey

(b) "Advocating" neans any comruni cation containing a nessage

advocating el ection or defeat.

(c) "ldentified candi date" neans that the nane of the
candi dat e appears, a photograph or drawi ng of the candi date
appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherw se apparent by

unanbi guous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation with,
or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or the canpaign
committee or agent of the candi date" nmeans made pursuant to any
arrangenent, coordi nation, or direction by the candidate, the
candi date's canpaign conmmittee, or the candidate's agent prior to
the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the
comruni cation. An expenditure is presunmed to be so nade when it is

any of the foll ow ng:

(i) Based on information about the candi date's plans,
projects, or needs provided to the person naking the expenditure
by the candi date, or by the candi date's canpai gn conmittee or

agent, with a view toward having an expenditure nade;

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,
aut hori zed to raise or expend funds, who is, or has been, an
of ficer of the candi date's canpaign commttee, or who is, or has
been, receiving any form of conpensation or reinbursenent fromthe

candi date or the candi date's canpai gn conrmittee or agent;
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(iii) Made Except as otherw se provided in division (D) of
section 3517.105 of the Revised Code, made by a political party in

support of a candidate, unless the expenditure is nade by a
political party to conduct voter registration or voter education

efforts.

(e) "Agent" neans any person who has actual oral or witten
authority, either express or inplied, to nake or to authorize the
maki ng of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or nmeans any
person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's
campai gn committee or organi zation such that it would reasonably
appear that in the ordinary course of canpaign-related activities

the person nmay authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organization" neans a | abor union; an enpl oyee
organi zation; a federation of |abor unions, groups, locals, or
ot her enpl oyee organi zations; an auxiliary of a | abor union,
enpl oyee organi zation, or federation of |abor unions, groups,
| ocal s, or other enployee organizations; or any other bona fide
organi zation in which enpl oyees participate and that exists for
the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with enployers
concerning grievances, |abor disputes, wages, hours, and other

ternms and conditions of enploynent.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated

fund established pursuant to the Federal Election Canpaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Canpaign Act" nmeans the "Federal
El ecti on Canpaign Act of 1971," 86 Stat. 11, 2 U S.C A 431, et

seq., as anmended.
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judgrent—of acourt—of conpetentjurisdiction— "Restricted fund”

neans the fund a state or county political party nust establish
under division (A (1) of section 3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code.

(22) "El ectioneering communi cation conmi ttee"” neans a

comni ttee established under division (C) of section 3517.1011 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" nmeans a conmuni cation that contains

express words advocating the nom nation, election, or defeat of a

candi date or that contains express words advocating the adoption

or defeat of a question or issue, as deternmined by a final

judgnment of a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

Sec. 3517.08. (A) The personal expenses of a candi date paid
for by the candidate, fromthe candi date's personal funds, shal
not be considered as a contribution by or an expenditure by the
candi date and shall not be reported under section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B)(1) An expenditure by a political action conmttee er—=a
potical—cont+ributing—entity shall not be considered a
contribution by the political action comrttee er—thepotitical
contributing—entity or an expenditure by or on behalf of the

candi date if the purpose of the expenditure is to informonly its
nmenbers by nmeans of mailed publications of its activities or

endor senent s.

(2) An expenditure by a political party shall not be
considered a contribution by the political party or an expenditure
by or on behalf of the candidate if the purpose of the expenditure
is to informpredom nantly the party's nenbers by neans of mail ed

publications or other direct comrunication of its activities or
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endor senments, or for voter contact such as sanple ballots, absent
voter's ballots application nailings, voter registration, or

get-out-the-vote activities.

(C) An expenditure by a continuing associ ati on—petitical
contributing—entity— or political party shall not be considered a
contribution to any canpaign conmttee or an expenditure by or on
behal f of any canpaign commttee if the purpose of the expenditure
is for the staff and nai ntenance of the continuing association' s+
potitical——contributingentity-s— or political party's
headquarters, or for a political poll, survey, index, or other

type of measurenent not on behalf of a specific candidate.

(D) The expenses of maintaining a constituent office paid
for, fromthe candidate's personal funds, by a candidate who is a
nmenber of the general assenbly at the tinme of the el ection shal
not be considered a contribution by or an expenditure by or on
behal f of the candidate, and shall not be reported, if the
constituent office is not used for any candi date's canpai gn

activities.

(E) The net contribution of each social or fund-raising
activity shall be calculated by totaling all contributions to the

activity mnus the expenditures made for the activity.

(F) An expenditure that purchases goods or services shall be
attributed to an el ecti on when the di sbursenent of funds is made,
rather than at the tine the goods or services are used. The
secretary of state, under the procedures of Chapter 119. of the
Revi sed Code, shall establish rules for the attribution of
expenditures to a candi date when the candidate is a candidate for
nore than one office during a reporting period and for
expenditures made in a year in which no election is held. The
secretary of state shall further define by rule those expenditures

that are or are not by or on behalf of a candidate.
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(G An expenditure for the purpose of a charitable donation
may be made if it is nade to an organization that is exenpt from
federal inconme taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in
subsection 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(8), 501(c)(10), or

501(c) (19) of the Internal Revenue Code or is approved by advisory

opinion of the Chio elections conmssion as a legitimte
charitabl e organi zati on. Each expenditure under this division
shall be separately itenized on statenents nmade pursuant to
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.082. (A) Any corporation, any nonprofit
corporation, or any |abor organization may establish, adm nister,
and solicit contributions fromthe persons listed in division (B)

of this section, to either or both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Apolitical action commttee of the corporation or |abor

organi zation with respect to state and | ocal el ections;

(2) A separate segregated fund pursuant to the Federa

El ecti on Canpai gn Act.

(B)(1) A corporation and a nonprofit corporation may solicit

contributions fromits stockholders, officers, directors, trustees

that are not corporations or |abor organizations, and enpl oyees.

(2) A nonprofit corporation also nmay solicit contributions

from

(a) Its nenbers that are not corporations or |abor

organi zati ons;

(b) Oficers, directors, trustees that are not corporations
or | abor organizations, and enpl oyees of any menbers of the

nonprofit corporation.

(3) A labor organization nmay solicit contributions fromits

nmenbers, officers, and enpl oyees.
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(© A corporation, nonprofit corporation, or |abor

organi zation shall report to a political action conmittee, or to a
separate segregated fund with respect to state and | ocal
el ections, the follow ng costs expended by the corporation,_

nonprofit corporation, or |abor organization that are associ ated

with establishing, adm nistering, and soliciting contributions to
the political action committee or separate segregated fund

pursuant to division (A) of this section:

(1) Mailing and printing expenses for direct solicitation of

contributions pursuant to dindsien{Brof this section

(2) The portion of an enployee's salary or wages attributable

to tinme he the enpl oyee spends in activities related to

establ i shing, adm nistering, and soliciting contributions to a
political action comrittee or separate segregated fund, if that
time exceeds during a reporting period fifty per cent of the tine

for which the enployee is conpensated by the corporation,_

nonprofit corporation, or |abor organization;

(3) The cost associated with the purchase, |ease, operation,
and use of equipnent for activities related to establishing,
adm ni stering, and soliciting contributions to a political action
comrittee or separate segregated fund if during a reporting period
nore than fifty per cent of the use of the equipnment is for those

activities;

(4) Professional fees paid by the corporation, nonprofit

corporation, or |abor organization for establishing,

adm ni stering, and soliciting contributions to a political action

committee or separate segregated fund.

The political action commttee shall item ze the amounts and

pur poses of those costs expended by the corporation, nonprofit

corporation, or |abor organization and file themas part of the

statenent required of political action conmittees under division
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(A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code en—a—formprescribedby 1200

the-secretaryof state. The separate segregated fund with respect 1201
to state and local elections shall file with the secretary of 1202
state a copy of the portion of each report and statenent required 1203
under the Federal Election Canpaign Act that applies to state and 1204
| ocal elections at the sane tinme that the entire original report 1205
is filed in accordance with that act. 1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
a—eontrbution—wthout—suffering—anyreprisal— (1) Contributions 1219
shall not be obtained for a political action conmmttee or a 1220
separate segregated fund under this section by use of coercion or 1221
physical force, by making a contribution a condition of enploynent 1222
or menbership, or by using or threatening to use job 1223
discrimnation or financial reprisals. Except as specified in this 1224
division, a corporation, nonprofit corporation, or |abor 1225
organi zation shall not solicit or obtain contributions froman 1226
indi vidual described in division (B) of this section on an 1227
automatic or passive basis, including, but not linted to, a 1228
payrol | deduction or reverse checkoff nmethod. A corporation, 1229
nonprofit corporation, or |abor organization may solicit and 1230
obtain contributions for a political action conmittee or a 1231

separate segregated fund under this section from an individual 1232
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described in division (B) of this section on an automatic basis,

including, but not limted to, a payroll deduction plan, only if

the individual who is contributing to the political action

conm ttee or separate segregated fund affirnmatively consents to

the contribution at |east once in every cal endar year

(2)(a) Any individual who knowi ngly violates division (D)(1)

of this section is quilty of a felony punishable by a fine of not

nmore than five thousand dollars., inprisonnent for not nore than

three vears, or both.

(b) Anyone other than an individual who knowi nagly violates

division (D)(1) of this section is quilty of a felony punishable

by a fine of not nore than ten thousand doll ars.

(3) If a corporation, nonprofit corporation. or |abor

organi zation that obtains contributions fromindividual s described

in division (B) of this section pays to one or nore of those

i ndi vidual s a bonus or other renuneration for the purpose of

rei nbursing those contributions, that corporation, nonprofit

corporation, or |abor organization shall be fined twice the tota

contributions obtained fromall individuals for the politica

action committee or separate segregated fund. as applicabl e,

during that cal endar year

(E) In addition to the laws listed in division (A of section
4117. 10 of the Revised Code that prevail over conflicting
agreenents between enpl oyee organi zati ons and public enpl oyers,
this section prevails over any conflicting provisions of
agreenents between | abor organi zati ons and public enpl oyers
pursuant to Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.09. (A) No person or commttee shall solicit, ask
invite, or denmand, directly or indirectly, orally or in witing, a
contribution, subscription, or paynment froma candi date for

noni nati on or election or fromthe canpaign comittee of that
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candi date, and no person shall solicit, ask, invite, or demand
that a candidate for nomnation or election or the canpaign
committee of that candi date subscribe to the support of a club or
organi zation, buy tickets to an entertainment, ball, supper, or
ot her nmeeting, or pay for space in a book, program or

publication. This division does not apply to any of the follow ng:

(1) Reqgul ar advertisenents in periodicals having an

establ i shed circul ati on;

(2) Regul ar paynents to civic, political, fraternal, social
charitable, or religious organizations of which the candi date was
a menber or contributor six nonths before the candidate's

candi dacy;

(3) Regular party assessments nmade by a party against its own

candi dat es.

(B) No person shall coerce, intimdate, or cause harmto
anot her person by an act or failure to act, or shall threaten to
coerce, intinmdate, or cause harmto another person, because that
ot her person makes or does not nake a contribution to a candidate,
campai gn committee, political party, l|egislative canpaign fund,

political action conmttee, or peltical—econtributing—entity

el ectioneering conmuni cation committee.

rerber—of—thetaber—organizatien (1) Contributions shall not be

obt ai ned by an enpl oyer or | abor organi zation for a eeptribution

to—a candi date, canpaign conmittee, political action conmittee,
| egi slative canpaign fund, political party, or pelitiecal
Cbut , hall_inf I I : I
. - . . . . .
I - I I I
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el ectioneering comrunication

conmmittee by use of coercion or physical force, by making a

contribution a condition of enploynent or nenbership. or by using

or threatening to use job discrinmnation or financial reprisals.

Except as specified in this division, an enployer or |abor

organi zation, directly or through another person, shall not

solicit or obtain contributions froman enpl oyee or nmenber on an

automatic or passive basis, including, but not linmted to, a

payrol |l deduction or reverse checkoff nethod. An enpl oyer or |abor

organi zation. directly or through another person, nay solicit and

obtain contributions for a candidate, canpaign committee,

political action commttee, |leqislative canpaign fund, political

party, or el ectioneering conmunication conmmittee froman enpl oyee

or nenber on an autommtic basis, including, but not linited to, a

payroll deduction plan, only if the enpl oyee or nenber who is

contributing to the candidate, canpaign commttee, political

action committee, leqgislative canpaign fund, political party. or

el ectioneering conmuni cation commttee affirmatively consents to

the contribution at | east once in every cal endar year

(2)(a) Any individual who knowi ngly violates division (C) (1)

of this section is quilty of a felony punishable by a fine of not

nore than five thousand dollars, inprisonnent for not nore than

three vears. or both.

(b) Anyone other than an individual who know nagly viol ates

division (O (1) of this section is gquilty of a felony punishable

by a fine of not nore than ten thousand doll ars.

(3) If an enployer or | abor organi zation that obtains

contributions fromenpl oyees or nenbers pays to one or nore of

those enpl oyees or nenbers a bonus or other renuneration for the

pur pose of reinbursing those contributions., that enplover or |abor
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organi zation shall be fined twice the total contributions obtained 1327
fromall individuals for the candidate, canpaign conmittee, 1328
political action commttee, leqgislative canpaign fund, political 1329
party, or electioneering communication conmttee, as applicable, 1330
during that cal endar year. 1331

Sec. 3517.092. (A) As used in this section: 1332

(1) "Appointing authority" has the same neaning as in section 1333
124.01 of the Revised Code. 1334

(2) "State elected officer" means any person appoi nted or 1335
elected to a state elective office. 1336

(3) "State elective office" nmeans any of the offices of 1337
governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of 1338
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, nmenber of the state 1339
board of education, nenber of the general assenbly, and justice 1340
and chief justice of the suprene court. 1341

(4) "County elected officer" neans any person appoi nted or 1342
elected to a county elective office. 1343

(5) "County elective office" neans any of the offices of 1344
county auditor, county treasurer, clerk of the court of comon 1345
pl eas, sheriff, county recorder, county engi neer, county 1346
comni ssi oner, prosecuting attorney, and coroner. 1347

(6) "Contribution" includes a contribution to any political 1348
party, canpaign committee, political action comiittee, pob-tical 1349
contributing—entity or |egislative canpaign fund. 1350

(B) No state elected officer, no canmpaign committee of such 1351
an officer, and no other person or entity shall knowingly solicit 1352
or accept a contribution on behalf of that officer or that 1353
officer's canpaign conmttee fromany of the follow ng: 1354

(1) A state enpl oyee whose appointing authority is the state 1355
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el ected officer;

(2) A state enpl oyee whose appointing authority is authorized

or required by law to be appointed by the state el ected officer;

(3) A state enpl oyee who functions in or is enployed in or by
the sanme public agency, departnent, division, or office as the

state el ected officer.

(C© No candidate for a state elective office, no canpaign
comm ttee of such a candidate, and no other person or entity shal
knowi ngly solicit or accept a contribution on behalf of that
candi date or that candi date's canpaign comittee fromany of the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) A state enployee at the tinme of the solicitation, whose

appointing authority will be the candidate, if elected;

(2) A state enployee at the tinme of the solicitation, whose
appointing authority will be appointed by the candidate, if

el ected, as authorized or required by | aw,

(3) A state enployee at the tinme of the solicitation, who
will function in or be enployed in or by the sane public agency,

departnment, division, or office as the candidate, if elected.

(D) No county elected officer, no canpaign commttee of such
an officer, and no other person or entity shall knowi ngly solicit
a contribution on behalf of that officer or that officer's

canmpai gn committee fromany of the foll ow ng:

(1) A county enpl oyee whose appointing authority is the

county el ected officer;

(2) A county enpl oyee whose appointing authority is
aut hori zed or required by |law to be appointed by the county

el ected officer;

(3) A county enployee who functions in or is enployed in or

by the same public agency, department, division, or office as the
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county el ected officer.

(E) No candidate for a county elective office, no canpaign
comm ttee of such a candi date, and no other person or entity shal
knowi ngly solicit a contribution on behalf of that candidate or

that candi date's canpai gn committee fromany of the foll ow ng

(1) A county enployee at the tine of the solicitation, whose

appointing authority will be the candidate, if el ected;

(2) A county enployee at the tinme of the solicitation, whose
appoi nting authority will be appointed by the candidate, if

el ected, as authorized or required by | aw,

(3) A county enployee at the tine of the solicitation, who
will function in or be enployed in or by the sane public agency,

department, division, or office as the candidate, if el ected.

(F)(1) No public enployee shall solicit a contribution from
any person while the public enployee is perforning the public
enpl oyee's official duties or in those areas of a public building

where official business is transacted or conduct ed.

(2) No person shall solicit a contribution fromany public
enpl oyee while the public enployee is perforning the public
enpl oyee's official duties or is in those areas of a public

bui | di ng where official business is transacted or conduct ed.

(3) As used in division (F) of this section, "public
enpl oyee" does not include any person holding an el ective office.
(G The prohibitions in divisions (B), (©Q, (D, (E), and (F)
of this section are in addition to the prohibitions in sections
124.57, 3304.22, and 4503.032 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3517.10. (A) Except as otherwi se provided in this

di vi si on, every camnpaign comrittee, political action commttee,
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, and political party—anrd—peitical
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contributing—entity that nade or received a contribution or nmade

an expenditure in connection with the nom nation or el ection of
any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question
at any election held or to be held in this state shall file, on a
form prescri bed under this section- or by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion as provided in this section and section 3517. 106 of
the Revised Code, ef—until—Mareh—1—2004—oh—conputer—disk—as
provi-ded—in-seection3517-106of the Revised Code~ a full, true,

and item zed statenent, made under penalty of election
falsification, setting forth in detail the contributions and

expendi tures, ne not later than four p.m of the follow ng dates:

(1) The twelfth day before the election to reflect
contributions received and expenditures nmade fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the |last day reflected in the last previously filed
statenent, if any, to the close of business on the twentieth day

before the el ection;

(2) The thirty-eighth day after the election to reflect the
contributions received and expenditures nade fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the last day reflected in the last previously filed
statement, if any, to the close of business on the seventh day

before the filing of the statenent;

(3) The | ast business day of January of every year to reflect
the contributions received and expenditures made fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the last day reflected in the |ast previously filed
statenment, if any, to the close of business on the |ast day of

Decenber of the previous year;

(4) The |l ast business day of July of every vear to reflect

the contributions received and expenditures made fromthe close of

busi ness on the last day reflected in the |ast previously filed

statenent, if any, to the close of business on the |ast day of

June of that vyear
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A canpaign conmittee shall only be required to file the
statenents prescribed under divisions (A (1) and (2) of this
section in connection with the nom nation or election of the

conm ttee's candi date.

The statenent required under division (A)(1) of this section
shall not be required of any canpaign committee, political action
comrittee, |egislative campaign fund, or political party—e+
potitical—contributing—entity that has received contributions of
| ess than one thousand dollars and has made expenditures of |ess
than one thousand dollars at the close of business on the
twentieth day before the election. Those contributions and
expendi tures shall be reported in the statenent required under

division (A)(2) of this section.

If an election to select candidates to appear on the general
el ection ballot is held within sixty days before a genera
el ection, the canpaign conmittee of a successful candidate in the
earlier election may file the statenent required by division
(A) (1) of this section for the general election instead of the
statement required by division (A)(2) of this section for the
earlier election if the pregeneral election statenment reflects the
status of contributions and expenditures for the period twenty
days before the earlier election to twenty days before the genera

el ecti on.

If a person becones a candi date | ess than twenty days before
an el ection, the candidate's canpaign conmittee is not required to

file the statenment required by division (A)(1) of this section

No statenent under division (A)(3) or (4) of this section
shall be required for any year in which a canpaign commttee,

political action comrittee, |egislative canpaign fund, or

political party,—er—poeliticalcontributingentity is required to

file a postgeneral election statenment under division (A)(2) of
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this section. However, such a statenent may be filed, at the
option of the canpaign conmittee, political action commttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party,—er—pelitical
Chut ey
No statenment under division (A)(3) or (4) of this section
shall be required if the campaign committee, political action
comrittee, |egislative campaign fund, or political party—e+

potitical——contributingentity has no contributions that it has

recei ved and no expenditures that it has nmade since the |last date
reflected in its last previously filed statenent. However, the
campai gn committee, political action comittee, |legislative
campai gn fund, or political party—er—peliticalcontributing
entity shall file a statenent to that effect, on a form prescri bed
under this section and nade under penalty of election
falsification, on the date required in division (A (3) or (4) of

this section, as applicable.

The canpaign comittee of a statew de candidate shall file a
nonthly statenment of contributions received during each of the
nont hs of July, August, and Septenber in the year of the genera
el ection in which the candi date seeks office. The canpai gn
comrittee of a statew de candidate shall file the nonthly
statenent not |ater than three business days after the |ast day of
the nmonth covered by the statenent. During the period beginning on
the nineteenth day before the general election in which a
statewi de candi date seeks el ection to office and extendi ng through
the day of that general election, each tine the canmpaign comittee
of the joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant
governor or of a candidate for the office of secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney general receives
a contribution froma contributor that causes the aggregate anount
of contributions received fromthat contributor during that period
to equal or exceed twe ten thousand five-hundred dollars and each
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time the canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the office of chief
justice or justice of the supreme court receives a contribution
froma contributor that causes the aggregate anmount of
contributions received fromthat contributor during that period to

exceed five-hundred ten thousand dollars, the canpaign conmittee

shall file a two-business-day statenment reflecting that
contribution. During the period beginning on the nineteenth day
before a primary election in which a candidate for statew de

of fice seeks nomination to office and extending through the day of
that primary election, each tine either the canpaign comittee of
a statewide candidate in that prinmary election that files a notice
under division (C) (1) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code or

t he canpaign conmttee of a statewi de candidate in that primry

el ection to which, in accordance with division (D) of section
3517.103 of the Revised Code, the contribution limtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code no |onger apply
receives a contribution froma contributor that causes the
aggregate anmount of contributions received fromthat contributor
during that period to exceed +we ten thousand #ve—-hundred

doll ars, the canpaign comm ttee shall file a two-business-day
statenment reflecting that contribution. Contributions reported on
a two- busi ness-day statenment required to be filed by a canpaign
commttee of a statewi de candidate in a primary el ection shal

al so be included in the postprinary election statenent required to
be filed by that canpaign commttee under division (A)(2) of this
section. A two-business-day statenent required by this paragraph
shall be filed not later than two busi ness days after receipt of
the contribution. The statenents required by this paragraph shal
be filed in addition to any other statements required by this

secti on.

Subj ect to the secretary of state having inplenented, tested,
and verified the successful operation of any systemthe secretary

of state prescribes pursuant to divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6) of
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this section and division (H)(1) of section 3517.106 of the

Revi sed Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by

el ectroni ¢ means of transnission, a campaign comittee of a
statew de candi date shall file a two-business-day statenment under
the precedi ng paragraph by electronic nmeans of transmission if the

campaign committee is required to file a preeleection pre-election

postel ection, or nonthly statenment of contributions and
expendi tures by el ectronic neans of transm ssion under this

section or section 3517.106 of the Revi sed Code.

If a canmpaign committee or political action comittee has no
bal ance on hand and no outstandi ng obligations and desires to
termnate itself, it shall file a statement to that effect, on a
form prescri bed under this section and nmade under penalty of
election falsification, with the official with whomit files a
stat enent under division (A) of this section after filing a fina
statenent of contributions and a final statenment of expenditures,
if contributions have been received or expenditures made since the

period reflected in its last previously filed statenent.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in division (C)(7) of this
section, each statenent required by division (A) of this section

shall contain the follow ng information

(1) The full name and address of each canpai gn conmittee,
political action conmittee, |egislative canpaign fund, or
political party, er—peliticalcontributingentity, including any
treasurer of the committee, fund, or party, er—entity— filing a

contribution and expenditure statenent;

(2)(a) In the case of a canpaign conmttee, the candidate's

full nane and address;

(b) In the case of a political action commttee, the
regi strati on nunber assigned to the conmittee under division
(D (1) of this section.
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(3) The date of the election and whether it was or will be a

general, primary, or special election;

(4) A statenment of contributions received, which shal

include the follow ng information:
(a) The nonth, day, and year of the contribution;

(b)(i) The full nanme and address of each person, politica
party, canpaign conmttee, |egislative canpaign fund, or political
action comittee—or—politicalcontributing—entity from whom
contributions are received and the registration nunber assigned to
the political action comittee under division (D)(1) of this
section. The requirenment of filing the full address does not apply
to any statenent filed by a state or local conmittee of a
political party, to a finance conmttee of such commttee, or to a
comrittee recogni zed by a state or local commttee as its
fund-raising auxiliary. Notw thstanding division (F)- of this
section, the requirenent of filing the full address shall be
consi dered as being net if the address filed is the sanme address

the contributor provided under division (E)(1) of this section.

(ii) If a political action conmittee, legislative canpaign

fund, or political party that is required to file canpaign finance

statenents by el ectronic neans of transm ssion under section

3517.106 of the Revised Code or a campaign comittee of a

statew de candi date or candidate for the office of nmenber of the
general assenbly receives a contribution froman individual that
exceeds one hundred dollars, the nane of the individual's current
enpl oyer, if any, or, if the individual is self-enployed, the

i ndividual's occupation and the nane of the individual's business,

if any;

(iii) If a canpaign committee of a statew de candi date or
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly

receives a contribution transmtted pursuant to section 3599. 031
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of the Revised Code from anounts deducted fromthe wages and

sal aries of two or nore enpl oyees that exceeds in the aggregate
one hundred dollars during any one filing period under division
(A1), (2), e+ (3),_or (4) of this section, the full name of the
enpl oyees' enployer and the full nane of the |abor organi zation of

whi ch the enpl oyees are nmenbers, if any.

(c) A description of the contribution received, if other than

noney;
(d) The value in dollars and cents of the contribution;

(e) A separately item zed account of all contributions and
expendi tures regardl ess of the anmount, except a receipt of a
contribution froma person in the sumof twenty-five dollars or
| ess at one social or fund-raising activity and a receipt of a
contribution transmtted pursuant to section 3599.031 of the
Revi sed Code from anounts deducted fromthe wages and sal ari es of
enpl oyees if the contribution fromthe anount deducted fromthe
wages and sal ary of any one enpl oyee is twenty-five dollars or
| ess aggregated in a cal endar year. An account of the tota
contributions fromeach social or fund-raising activity shal
include a description of and the value of each in-kind
contribution received at that activity from any person who made
one or nmore such contributions whose aggregate val ue exceeded two
hundred fifty dollars and shall be listed separately, together
with the expenses incurred and paid in connection with that

activity. A canpaign conmittee, political action commttee,

| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party,—er—pelitical
eontrbutinrg—entity shall keep records of contributions from each

person in the amobunt of twenty-five dollars or |ess at one social
or fund-raising activity and contributions from anounts deducted
under section 3599.031 of the Revised Code fromthe wages and

sal ary of each enployee in the amount of twenty-five dollars or

| ess aggregated in a cal endar year. No continuing association that
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is recogni zed by a state or local conmittee of a political party
as an auxiliary of the party and that nakes a contribution from
funds derived solely fromregul ar dues paid by nenbers of the
auxiliary shall be required to list the nane or address of any

menbers who paid those dues.

Contributions that are other incone shall be item zed
separately fromall other contributions. The information required
under division (B)(4) of this section shall be provided for al
other incone item zed. As used in this paragraph, "other incone"

nmeans a | oan, investnent incone, or interest incone.

(f) In the case of a canpaign committee of a state el ected
officer, if a person doing business with the state elected officer
in the officer's official capacity makes a contribution to the
canpai gn conmttee of that officer, the information required under
division (B)(4) of this section in regard to that contribution
which shall be filed together with and considered a part of the
committee's statenment of contributions as required under division
(A) of this section but shall be filed on a separate form provi ded
by the secretary of state. As used in this division BH{4{H—ef
thi-s—seetton:

(i) "State elected officer” has the sane neaning as in
section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(ii) "Person doing business" neans a person or an officer of
an entity who enters into one or nore contracts with a state
el ected officer or anyone authorized to enter into contracts on
behal f of that officer to receive paynents for goods or services,
if the paynments total, in the aggregate, nore than five thousand

dollars during a cal endar year.

(5) A statenent of expenditures which shall include the

foll owing information:

(a) The nonth, day, and year of the expenditure;
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(b) The full name and address of each person, political
party, canpaign comittee, |egislative canpaign fund, or political
action comittee—or—politicalcontributingentity to whomthe
expendi ture was nade and the registrati on nunber assigned to the

political action commttee under division (D)(1) of this section
(c) The object or purpose for which the expenditure was made;
(d) The amount of each expenditure.

(O (1) The statenment of contributions and expenditures shall
be signed by the person conmpleting the form If a statenent of
contributions and expenditures is filed by el ectronic neans of
transni ssion pursuant to this section or section 3517.106 of the
Revi sed Code, the electronic signature of the person who executes
the statenent and transmits the statenent by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion, as provided in division (H) of section 3517.106 of
t he Revi sed Code, shall be attached to or associated with the
statenent and shall be binding on all persons and for all purposes
under the canpaign finance reporting law as if the signature had

been handwritten in ink on a printed form

(2) The person filing the statenent, under penalty of
election falsification, shall include with it a list of each
anonynous contribution, the circunstances under which it was
received, and the reason it cannot be attributed to a specific

donor.

(3) Each statenent of a canpaign comittee of a candi date who
hol ds public office shall contain a designation of each
contributor who is an enployee in any unit or departnent under the
candi date's direct supervision and control. In a space provided in
the statenment, the person filing the statenent shall affirmthat

each such contribution was voluntarily nade.

(4) A canpaign conmittee that did not receive contributions

or make expenditures in connection with the nonination or election
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of its candidate shall file a statenent to that effect, on a form
prescribed under this section and nade under penalty of election
falsification, on the date required in division (A)(2) of this

section.

(5) The canpaign conmittee of any person who attenpts to
becone a candi date and who, for any reason, does not becone
certified in accordance with Title XXXV of the Revised Code for
pl acenent on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special
el ection to be held in this state, and who, at any tinme prior to
or after an election, receives contributions or nakes
expendi tures, or has given consent for another to receive
contributions or make expenditures, for the purpose of bringing
about the person's nom nation or election to public office, shal
file the statenment or statenents prescribed by this section and a

term nation statenent, if applicable. Fhis—paragraph D vision
(C)(5) of this section does not apply to any person w th respect

to an election to the offices of nmenber of a county or state
central committee, presidential elector, or delegate to a national

convention or conference of a political party.

(6)(a) The statenments required to be filed under this section
shal |l specify the balance in the hands of the canpaign conmttee,
political action conmittee, |egislative canpaign fund, or

political party,—er—peliticalecontributingentity and the

di sposition intended to be nade of that bal ance.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formfor all
statenents required to be filed under this section and shal
furnish the forns to the boards of elections in the several
counties. The boards of elections shall supply printed copies of
those fornms without charge. The secretary of state shall prescribe
the appropriate nethodol ogy, protocol, and data file structure for
statenents required or permitted to be filed by electronic neans

of transni ssion under division (A) of this section and, divisions
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(E), (F), and (G of section 3517.106, division (D) of section
3517.1011, and division (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revi sed

Code ahdforstatenentspermtted-tobe filed onconputer—disk
wrder—diviston—{F—of—seetion3517-106—of theRevised-GCode.

Subj ect to division (A) of this section and, divisions (E), (F),
and (G of section 3517.106, division (D) of section 3517.1011
and division (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code, the
statenents required to be stored on conputer by the secretary of
state under division (B) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code

shall be filed in whatever format the secretary of state considers
necessary to enable the secretary of state to store the
information contained in the statenments on conmputer. Any such
format shall be of a type and nature that is readily available to

whoever is required to file the statenents in that fornat.

(c) The secretary of state shall assess the need for training
regarding the filing of canpaign finance statenents by electronic
nmeans of transm ssion and regardi ng associ ated technol ogi es for
candi dates, canpai gn conmittees, political action conmittees,
| egi sl ative canpaign funds, or political parties, pelkitiecal
eontrbutthrg—entitiess—eor for individuals, partnerships, or other

entities, or for electioneering comunication conmrittees, required

or permtted to file statenments by el ectronic neans of
transm ssi on under this section or section 3517.105 e+, 3517.106,
3517.1011, or 3517.1012 of the Revised Code. If, in the opinion of

the secretary of state, training in these areas is necessary, the
secretary of state shall arrange for the provision of voluntary
training prograns for candi dates, canpaign conmittees, politica
action conmttees, |egislative canpaign funds, or political

parties, peHtiecal—econtributingentitiess—and for individuals,

partnershi ps, and other entities, or for electioneering

conmuni cation comm ttees, as appropriate.

(7) Each nonthly statenment and each two-business-day
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statenent required by division (A of this section shall contain
the infornation required by divisions (B)(1) to (4), (O(2), and,
if appropriate, (O (3) of this section. Each statenent shall be

signed as required by division (C (1) of this section.

(D (1) Prior to receiving a contribution or naking an
expendi ture, every canpaign committee, political action commttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party—er—petical
contributing—entity shall appoint a treasurer and shall file, on a

formprescribed by the secretary of state, a designation of that
appoi ntrrent, including the full name and address of the treasurer
and of the canpaign comrittee, political action conmittee,

| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party,—e+r—pelitical
eontrbuttnrg—entity. That designation shall be filed with the

official with whomthe canpaign conmttee, political action
committee, legislative canpaign fund, or political party—e+r
potiticalcontributingentity is required to file statenents under
section 3517.11 of the Revised Code. The nane of a canpaign

conm ttee shall include at |east the | ast name of the canpaign
conm ttee's candi date. The secretary of state shall assign a

regi stration nunber to each political action conmttee that files
a designation of the appointnment of a treasurer under this

di vi sion ({3 of this seetion if the political action comrttee
is required by division (A (1) of section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code to file the statenments prescribed by this section with the

secretary of state.

(2) The treasurer appointed under division (D)(1) of this
section shall keep a strict account of all contributions, from

whom recei ved and the purpose for which they were disbursed.

(3)(a) Except as otherw se provided in section 3517.108 of
the Revised Code, a canpaign committee shall deposit all nonetary
contributions received by the cormittee into an account separate

froma personal or business account of the candidate or canpaign
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conmm ttee.

(b) A political action conmittee shall deposit all nonetary
contributions received by the cormittee into an account separate

fromall other funds.

(c) A state or county political party nmay establish a state
candi date fund that is separate from an account that contains the
publ i c noneys received fromthe Chio political party fund under
section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and fromall other funds. A
state or county political party may deposit into its state
candi date fund any anounts of nonetary contributions that are made
to or accepted by the political party subject to the applicable
limtations, if any, prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised
Code. A state or county political party shall deposit all other
nmonetary contributions received by the party into one or nore
accounts that are separate fromits state candidate fund and from
its account that contains the public noneys received fromthe Ohio

political party fund under section 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(d) Each state political party shall have only one
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund for each house of the general assenbly.
Each such fund shall be separate from any other funds or accounts
of that state party. A legislative canpaign fund is authorized to
receive contributions and nmake expenditures for the prinary
pur pose of furthering the election of candi dates who are nenbers
of that political party to the house of the general assenbly with
which that |egislative canpaign fund is associ ated. Each
| egi sl ative canpaign fund shall be administered and controlled in
a manner designated by the caucus. As used in this division
PH3)h—ef—this—seetion, "caucus" has the same meaning as in
section 3517.01 of the Revised Code and includes, as an ex officio
menber, the chairperson of the state political party with which

the caucus is associated or that chairperson's designee.
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(4) Every expenditure in excess of twenty-five dollars shal
be vouched for by a receipted bill, stating the purpose of the
expendi-tdures expenditure, that shall be filed with the statenent

of expenditures. A canceled check with a notation of the purpose

of the expenditure is a receipted bill for purposes of division
(D)(4) of this section.

(5) The secretary of state or the board of elections, as the
case may be, shall issue a receipt for each statenment filed under
this section and shall preserve a copy of the receipt for a period
of at least six years. Al statenents filed under this section
shall be open to public inspection in the office where they are
filed and shall be carefully preserved for a period of at I|east

six years after the year in which they are filed.

(6) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to
section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, shall prescribe the both of

the foll ow ng:

(a) The nmanner of inmediately acknow edgi ng, with date and
time received, and preserving the receipt of statenments that are
transmtted by electronic neans of transmission to the secretary
of state pursuant to this section or section 3517.106, 3517.1011,
or 3517.1012 of the Revised Code and—the,

(b) The nmanner of preserving the contribution and

expendi ture, contribution and disbursenent, or deposit and

di sbursenent information in these the statenents described in

division (D) (6)(a) of this section. The secretary of state shal

preserve the contribution and expenditure, contribution and

di sbursement. or deposit and di sbursenent information in those

statements for at least ten years after the year in which they are

filed by electronic neans of transm ssion.

(7) The secretary of state, pursuant to division (I) of

section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, shall make avail abl e online
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to the public through the internet the contribution and

expenditure, contribution and disbursenment, or deposit and

di sbursenment information in all statenents, all addenda,

amendnents, or other corrections to statenments, and all anended
statements filed with the secretary of state by electronic or

ot her means of transm ssion under this section, division (B)(2)(b)
or (O(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code. The secretary of state

may renove the information fromthe internet after a reasonable

period of tine.

(E) (1) Any person, political party, campaign committee,
| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund, or political action conmttee—e+
pettiecal—eontrbuting—entity that makes a contribution in
connection with the nom nation or election of any candidate or in
connection with any ballot issue or question at any el ection held
or to be held in this state shall provide its full nanme and
address to the recipient of the contribution at the tine the
contribution is nade. The political action committee al so shal
provi de the registrati on nunber assigned to the conm ttee under
division (D) (1) of this section to the recipient of the

contribution at the tine the contribution is made.

(2) Any individual who nakes a contribution that exceeds one

hundred dol | ars te—a——canpaigncomrittee of a statewide candidate
i d : I g : I 4 | ol

shal |l provide the name of the individual's current enployer, if

any, or, if the individual is self-enployed, the individual's

occupation and the nane of the individual's business, if any, to

the recipient of the contribution at the tinme the contribution is
made. Sections 3599.39 and 3599.40 of the Revised Code do not
apply to division (E)(2) of this section.

(3) If a canpaign comittee shows that it has exercised its

best efforts to obtain, maintain, and submt the information
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requi red under divisions (B)(4)(b)(ii) and (iii) of this section,
that conmittee is considered to have net the requirenments of those
di vi sions. A canpaign comittee shall not be considered to have
exercised its best efforts unless, in connection with witten
solicitations, it regularly includes a witten request for the
information required under division (B)(4)(b)(ii) of this section
fromthe contributor or the informati on required under division
(B)(4)(b)(iii) of this section fromwhoever transnits the

contri bution.

(4) Any check that a political action conmittee uses to nmake
a contribution or an expenditure shall contain the full nanme and
address of the commttee and the registrati on nunber assigned to

the commttee under division (D)(1) of this section
(F) As used in this section

(1) "Address" neans all of the following if they exist:
apartnment nunber, street, road, or highway name and nunber, rural
delivery route nunber, city or village, state, and zip code as
used in a person's post-office address, but not post-office box.
If an address is required in this section, a post-office box and
office, room or suite nunber may be included in addition to but
not in lieu of an apartnent, street, road, or highway nane and
nunber. If an address is required in this section, a canpaign
committee, political action committee, |egislative canpaign fund,
or political party—er—potiticalecontributingentity nay use the
busi ness or residence address of its treasurer or deputy
treasurer. The post-office box nunmber of the canpaign commttee,
political action conmittee, |egislative canpaign fund, or

political party,—er—pelitical contributingentity may be used in

addition to that address.

(2) "Statew de candi date" nmeans the joint candidates for the

of fices of governor and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the
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of fice of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, nenber of the state board of education,
chief justice of the suprenme court, or justice of the suprene

court.

(G An independent expenditure shall be reported whenever and

in the same manner that an expenditure is required to be reported
under this section and shall be reported pursuant to division
(B)(2)(a) or (©(2)(a) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code.

(H) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (H)(2) of

this section, if, during the conbi ned preeleection pre-election and

postel ection reporting periods for an el ection, a canpaign

conmi ttee has received contributions of five hundred dollars or

| ess and has nmade expenditures in the total amount of five hundred

dollars or less, it may file a statenent to that effect, under
penalty of election falsification, in |ieu of the statenent
required by division (A)(2) of this section. The statenent shall
indicate the total anpunt of contributions received and the tota
amount of expenditures made during those conbined reporting

peri ods.

(2) I'n the case of a successful candidate at a primary

el ection, if either the total contributions received by or the
total expenditures made by the candi date's canpaign committee
during the preprimary, postprinmary, pregeneral, and postgeneral
el ection periods conmbi ned equal nore than five hundred doll ars,
the canpaign conmittee may file the statenent under division

(H (1) of this section only for the primary election. The first
statement that the canpaign committee files in regard to the
general election shall reflect all contributions received and al
expendi tures made during the preprimary and postprinary el ection

peri ods.

(3) Divisions (H (1) and (2) of this section do not apply if
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a canpaign comm ttee receives contributions or nmakes expenditures
prior to the first day of January of the year of the election at
whi ch the candi date seeks nomi nation or election to office or if
the canpaign conmittee does not file a termnation statement with
its postprimary el ection statement in the case of an unsuccessful
primary election candidate or with its postgeneral election

statenent in the case of other candi dates.

(1) I'n the case of a contribution nade by a partner of a

partnership or an owner or a nenber of another unincorporated

busi ness from any funds of the partnership or other unincorporated

busi ness, all of the follow ng apply:

(1) The recipient of the contribution shall report the
contribution by listing both the partnership or other
uni ncor porat ed busi ness and the nanme of the partner e+, owner, or

nenber maki ng the contri bution.

(2) For purposes of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, the
contribution shall be considered to have been nade by the partner

er, owner,__or nenber reported under division (1)(1) of this

section.

(3) No contribution froma partner of a partnership or an

owner or a nenber of another unincorporated business shall be

accepted fromany funds of the partnership or other unincorporated

busi ness unl ess the recipient reports the contribution under

division (1)(1) of this section

(4) No partnership or other unincorporated business shal

neke a contribution or contributions solely in the nane of the

partnershi p or other uni ncorporated business.

(5) As used in division (1) of this section, "partnership or

ot her _uni ncorporated business" includes, but is not limted to, a

cooperative, a sole proprietorship, a general partnership, a

limted partnership, a limted partnership association, a limted
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liability partnership, and a limted liability conpany.

(J) A candidate shall have only one canpaign commttee at any
given tinme for all of the offices for which the person is a

candi date or holds office.

(K)(1) I'n addition to filing a designation of appointnment of
a treasurer under division (D)(1) of this section, the canpaign
comrittee of any candidate for an el ected nunicipal office that
pays an annual anmount of conpensation of five thousand dollars or
| ess, the canpaign conmittee of any candidate for nmenber of a
board of education except menber of the state board of education
or the canpaign comittee of any candi date for township trustee or
township clerk may sign, under penalty of election falsification,
a certificate attesting that the commttee will not accept
contributions during an election period that exceed in the
aggregate two thousand dollars fromall contributors and one
hundred dollars from any one individual, and that the canpaign
commttee will not make expenditures during an el ection period

that exceed in the aggregate two thousand doll ars.

The certificate shall be on a form prescribed by the
secretary of state and shall be filed not later than ten days
after the candidate files a declaration of candi dacy and petition,
a nomnating petition, or a declaration of intent to be a wite-in

candi dat e.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in division (K)(3) of this
section, a canpaign conmittee that files a certificate under
division (K)(1) of this section is not required to file the

statements required by division (A) of this section.

(3) If, after filing a certificate under division (K)(1) of
this section, a canpaign conmttee exceeds any of the limtations
described in that division during an el ection period, the

certificate is void and thereafter the canpaign comittee shal
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file the statenents required by division (A) of this section. If
the canpaign conmittee has not previously filed a statenent, then
on the first statenent the canpaign committee is required to file
under division (A) of this section after the conmttee's
certificate is void, the commttee shall report all contributions
recei ved and expenditures made fromthe tine the candidate filed
the candi date's declaration of candi dacy and petition, noni nating

petition, or declaration of intent to be a wite-in candi date.

(4) As used in division (K) of this section, "election
peri od" neans the period of time beginning on the day a person
files a declaration of candi dacy and petition, nom nating
petition, or declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate
t hrough the day of the election at which the person seeks
nom nation to office if the person is not elected to office, or

if the candidate was nonminated in a primary el ection, the day of

the election at which the candi date seeks office.

Sec. 3517.102. (A) Except as otherw se provided in section
3517. 103 of the Revised Code, as used in this section and sections
3517.103 and 3517. 104 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Candi date" has the same neaning as in section 3517.01 of

the Revised Code but includes only candidates for the offices of
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governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, menber of the state
board of education, nmenber of the general assenbly, chief justice

of the suprene court, and justice of the suprene court.

(2) "Statew de candidate" or "any one statew de candi date"
means the joint candidates for the offices of governor and
| i eutenant governor or a candidate for the office of secretary of
state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, attorney general
menber of the state board of education, chief justice of the

suprene court, or justice of the suprene court.

(3) "Senate candi date" neans a candidate for the office of

state senator.

(4) "House candi date" nmeans a candidate for the office of

state representati ve.

(5)(a) "Primary el ection period" for a candi date begins on
the beginning date of the candidate's pre-filing period specified
in division (A)(9) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code and

ends on the day of the primary el ection.

(b) In regard to any candi date, the "general election period"
begins on the day after the primary el ection inmedi ately preceding
the general election at which the candi date seeks an office
specified in division (A)(1) of this section and ends on the

thirty-first day of Decenber follow ng that general election

(6) "State candidate fund" neans the state candi date fund
established by a state or county political party under division
(D)(3)(c) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Postgeneral election statenent” neans the statenent
filed under division (A)(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code
by the canpaign conmttee of a candidate after the genera

el ection in which the candidate ran for office or filed by
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| egi sl ative canpaign fund after the general election in an

even- nunbered year.

(8) "Contribution" neans any contribution that is required to
be reported in the statenment of contributions under section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(9)(a) Except as otherw se provided in division (A)(9)(b) of
this section and in division (F) of section 3517.103 and di vi si on
(B)(3)(b) of section 3517.1010 of the Revised Code, "designated

state canpaign comittee" neans:

2r(i) In the case of contributions to or froma state
political party, a canpaign committee of a statew de candi date,
statew de officehol der, senate candi date, house candi date, or

menber of the general assenbly.

b)(ii) In the case of contributions to or froma county
political party, a canpaign conmittee of a statewidecandidate-
statewideofficeholder~ senate candi date or house candi date whose
candi dacy is to be submitted to sonme or all of the electors in
that county, or menber of the general assenbly whose district

contains all or part of that county.

£e)(iii) In the case of contributions to or froma
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, a canpaign commttee of any of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) A senate or house candidate who, if elected, will be a
nmenber of the sanme party that established the |egislative campaign
fund and the sane house with which the |egislative canpaign fund

i's associ at ed;

(1) A state senator or state representative who is a
nmenber of the sanme party that established the |egislative canpaign
fund and the sane house with which the | egislative canpaign fund

i's associ at ed.
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(b) A canpaign conmittee is no longer a "designated state

canpaign commttee" after the canpaign committee's candi date

changes the designation of treasurer required to be filed under
division (D)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code to indicate

that the person intends to be a candidate for. or becones a

candi date for nonination or election to, any office that, if

el ected, would not qualify that candi date's canpaign conmmittee as

a "designated state canpai gn conm ttee" under division (A)(9)(a)

of this section.

(B)(1)(a) No individual shall make a contribution or

contri buti ons aggregati ng nore than:

2—Fwe (i) Ten thousand H—ve—-hundred dollars to the canpaign
conm ttee of any one statew de candidate in a primary el ection

period or in a general election period;

by—Fwe (ii) Ten thousand fve-hundred dollars to the
campai gn committee of any one senate candidate in a primary

el ection period or in a general election period;

te)—Fwe (iii) Ten thousand #H-ve—hundred dollars to the
canmpai gn committee of any one house candidate in a primary

el ection period or in a general election period;

—Five (iv) Ten thousand dollars to any—ene a county
political party of the county in which the individual resides for

the iparty-s party's state candidate fund e~ in a cal endar year

(v) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one | egislative canpaign

fund in a cal endar year

{e)—Fifteen (vi) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state

political party for the party's state candidate fund in a cal endar

year;

HH—Five (vii) Ten thousand dollars to any one political

action committee in a cal endar years:+
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(b) No individual shall make a contribution or contributions

to the state candidate fund of a county political party of any

county other than the county in which the individual resides.

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no
political action comrittee shall nmke a contribution or

contributions aggregating nore than:

2—Fwo (i) Ten thousand five-hundred dollars to the canpaign
committee of any one statew de candidate in a primary el ection

period or in a general election period;

—Fwe (ii) Ten thousand fve—-hundred dollars to the
campai gn committee of any one senate candidate in a primary

el ection period or in a general election period;

{6 —Fwo (iii) Ten thousand five-hundred dollars to the
canmpai gn comittee of any one house candidate in a primary

el ection period or in a general election period;

&)—Five (iv) Fifteen thousand doll ars te—anyonre—county
potiticalparty for the party s state candidatefund-or to any one

| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund in a cal endar year

{e)—Fifteen (v) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state

political party for the party's state candidate fund in a cal endar

year;

H—Fwo (vi) Ten thousand five-hundred dollars to anot her
political action conmittee er—to—apoliticalcontributingentity
in a calendar year. This division does not apply to a political
action committee that nmakes a contribution to a political action
comr tt ee er—to—-a—potical—cont+ributingentity affiliated with
it. For purposes of this division, a political action committee is

affiliated with another political action comittee er—witha
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pok-t-cal—contt-buti-ng—entity i f they are both established,

fi nanced, maintained, or controlled by, or if they are, the sane
corporation, organization, |abor organization, continuing

associ ation, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary,
di vi sion, or departnment of that corporation, organization, |abor

organi zati on, continuing association, or other person.

(b) No political action commttee shall nmake a contri bution

or contributions to a county political party for the party's state

candi dat e fund.

(3) No canpaign comrittee shall make a contribution or

contri buti ons aggregati ng nore than:

(a) e Ten thousand #H-wve—hundred dollars to the canpaign
conm ttee of any one statew de candidate in a primary el ection

period or in a general election period;

(b) e Ten thousand fHvehundred dollars to the canpaign
committee of any one senate candidate in a prinary el ection period

or in a general election period;

(c) e Ten thousand #H-wve—hundred dollars to the canpaign
conm ttee of any one house candidate in a primary el ection period

or in a general election period;

(d) Fwe Ten thousand f—ve—-hundred dollars to any one

political action conmittee in a cal endar year:

E L 6ive hund | .
bt o L ond |

(4)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no
political party shall make a contribution or contributions
aggregating nore than twe ten thousand five-hundred dollars to any
one political action committee er—to—any—one—poitical
eontrbuthrg—entity in a cal endar year.

(b) No county political party shall nmake a contribution or
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contributions to another county political party.

(5) Ne (a) Subject to division (B)(5)(b) of this section, no

campai gn comittee, other than a designated state canpaign

conm ttee, shall make a contribution or contributions aggregating

in a calendar year nore than

{8—Fifteen (i) Thirty thousand dollars to any one state

political party for the party's state candi date fund,

b)y—F+ive (ii) Fifteen thousand dollars to any one |egislative

canpai gn fund;
{e)—Five (iii) Ten thousand dollars to any one county

political party for the party's state candi date fund.

(b) No canpaign committee shall make a contribution or

contributions to a county political party for the party's state

candi date fund unl ess one of the foll owi ng applies:

(i) The canpaign conmmittee's candidate will appear on a

ball ot in that county.

(ii) The canpaign committee's candidate is the holder of an

elected public office that represents all or part of the

popul ation of that county at the tine the contribution is nmade.

(6)(a) No state candidate fund of a county political party
shal |l make a contribution or contributions, except a contribution
or contributions to a designated state canpaign conmrittee, in a
primary el ection period or a general election period, aggregating

nor e than:

(i) Fwe Ten thousand dollars to the canpaign conmittee of any

one_st at ewi de candi dat e;

(ii) Ten thousand five-hundred dollars to the canpaign

comrittee of any one senate candi date;

H+H—Pwe (iii) Ten thousand H+H—ve—-hundred dollars to the

Page 72

2193

2194
2195
2196
2197

2198
2199

2200
2201

2202
2203

2204
2205
2206

2207
2208

2209
2210
2211

2212
2213
2214
2215
2216

2217
2218

2219
2220

2221



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

canmpai gn comittee of any one house candi dat e.

(b)(i) No state candidate fund of a state or county politica
party shall make a transfer or a contribution or transfers or
contributions of cash or cash equivalents to a designhated state
campaign committee in a prinmary election period or in a genera

el ection period aggregating nore than:

(1) Five hundred thousand dollars to the canpaign comrttee

of any one statew de candi dat e;

(I'l) One hundred thousand dollars to the canpaign comrttee

of any one senate candi date;

(I''1) Fifty thousand dollars to the campai gn committee of any

one house candi dat e.

(ii) No legislative canpaign fund shall make a transfer or a
contribution or transfers or contributions of cash or cash
equi valents to a designated state canpaign committee aggregating

nore than:

(I') Fifty thousand dollars in a primary el ection period or
one hundred thousand dollars in a general election period to the

campai gn committee e+ of any one senate candi date;

(1'l') Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary el ection
period or fifty thousand dollars in a general election period to

the canpai gn conmittee of any one house candi date.

(iii) As used in divisions (B)(6)(b) and (C)(6)(a) and (b) of
this section, "transfer or contribution of cash or cash

equi val ents" does not include any in-kind contributions.

(c) Acounty political party that has no state candidate fund
and that is located in a county having a popul ation of |ess than
one hundred fifty thousand may nake one or nore contributions from

ot her accounts to any one statew de candidate or to any one

desi gnated state canpaign committee that do not exceed, in the
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aggregate, two thousand five hundred dollars in any primary
el ection period or general election period. As used in this
di vi sion, "other accounts" does not include eirther an account that
contains the public noneys received fromthe Chio political party
fund under section 3517.17 of the Revised Code er—thecounty
Litical , , _
(d) No legislative canpaign fund shall make a contribution

other than to a designated state canpaign conmittee or to the

state candidate fund of a political party.

E i i si Dh 1) of th Con o
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(O (1)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no

canmpai gn committee of a statew de candi date shall accept a

contribution or contributions aggregating nore than twe ten
t housand #H-ve—-hundred dollars fromany one individual, from any

one political action commttee, fromany one state candidate fund

of a county political eentrbutinrg—entity party, or from any one

ot her canpaign commttee in a prinmary election period or in a

general election period.

(b) No canpaign committee of a statew de candi date shal

accept a contribution or contributions aggregating nore than two

thousand five hundred dollars in a prinary election period or in a

general election period froma county political party that has no

state candidate fund and that is |located in a county having a

popul ati on of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(2)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section and except
for a designhated state canpaign conmittee, no canmpaign comittee
of a senate candi date shall accept a contribution or contributions
aggregating nore than two ten thousand five-hundred dollars from
any one individual, fromany one political action conmrttee, f+rom
any—ene—pottiecal——conrtrbutinrg—entity~ fromany one state
candi date fund of a county political party, or fromany one ot her
campai gn committee in a prinary election period or in a genera

el ection period.
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(b) No canpaign committee of a senate candidate shall accept

a contribution or contributions aggregating nore than two thousand

five hundred dollars in a prinmary election period or in a general

el ection period froma county political party that has no state

candi date fund and that is |ocated in a county having a popul ation

of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(3)(a) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section and except
for a designated state canpaign conmmittee, no canpaign comittee
of a house candi date shall accept a contribution or contributions
aggregating nore than twe ten thousand five-hundred dollars from
any one individual, fromany one political action comittee, f+rom
any—one—politicalecontributingentity- fromany one state
candi date fund of a county political party, or fromany one other
canpai gn conmittee in a primary election period or in a genera

el ection period.

(b) No canpaign committee of a house candi date shall accept a

contribution or contributions aggregating nore than two thousand

five hundred dollars in a prinmary election period or in a general

el ection period froma county political party that has no state

candi date fund and that is |ocated in a county having a popul ation

of less than one hundred fifty thousand.

(4)(a)(i) Subject to division (O (4)(a)(ii) of this

section and except for a designated state canpaign conmittee, no

county political party shall accept a contribution or
contributions for the party's state candidate fund aggregating
nore than #-we ten thousand dollars fromany one individual ~ who
resides within that county or from any one petHtiecal—aection

: 4 Litical oot ey :
ohe—ecanpatghn—commttee—other—thanr—a—desighated—state canpai gn

commttee~ in a cal endar year

(ii) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no county
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political party shall accept a contribution or contributions for

the party's state candidate fund from any individual who resides

outside of that county, from any canpaign comm ttee unless the

canpaign committee's candidate will appear on a ballot in that

county or unless the canpaign comrittee's candidate i s the hol der

of an elected public office that represents all or part of the

popul ati on of that county at the tine the contribution is

accepted, or fromany political action comittee.

(iii) No county political party shall accept a contribution

or _contributions fromany other county political party.

(b) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no state
political party shall accept a contribution or contributions for
the party's state candidate fund aggregating nore than fifteen
thirty thousand dollars fromany one individual, fromany one
political action conmittee, fromany—onepotiticalcontributing
entity— or fromany one canpaign committee, other than a

desi gnated state canpaign committee, in a cal endar year

(5) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no
| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund shall accept a contribution or
contributions aggregating nore than #ve fifteen thousand dollars
fromany one individual, fromany one political action commttee,
from-any—onepobticalcontributingentity— or fromany one
campai gn comittee, other than a designated state canpai gn

commttee, in a cal endar year

(6) (a) No designated state canpai gn conmittee shall accept a
transfer or contribution of cash or cash equivalents froma state
candi date fund of a state er—eeunty political party or a transfer

or _contribution of cash or cash equival ents fromany one or

conbi nation of state candi date funds of county political parties

aggregating in a primary election period or a general election

peri od nore than:
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(i) Five hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a canpaign

conm ttee of a statew de candi date;

(ii) One hundred thousand dollars, in the case of a canpaign

conm ttee of a senate candi dat e;

(iii) Fifty thousand dollars, in the case of a canpaign

conm ttee of a house candi dat e.

(b) No designated state canpaign commttee shall accept a
transfer or contribution of cash or cash equivalents froma

| egi sl ati ve eandidate canpaign fund aggregating nore than

(i) Fifty thousand dollars in a primary el ection period or
one hundred thousand dollars in a general election period, in the

case of a canpaign conmittee of a senate candi date;

(ii) Twenty-five thousand dollars in a primary el ection
period or fifty thousand dollars in a general election period, in

the case of a canpaign committee of a house candi date.

(7)(a) Subject to division (D)(3) of this section, no
political action conmittee andno—polticalcontributingentity
shal | accept a contribution or contributions aggregating nore than
f+ve ten thousand dollars fromany one individual, er—mere—than
twothousandfive hundred-dellars from any one canpaign committee,

or fromany one political party in a calendar year.

(b) Subject to division (D)(1) of this section, no political

action comittee shall accept a contribution or contributions

aggregating nore than twoe ten thousand five—-hundred dollars from

anot her political action conmittee er—f+romapotitical

contributing—entity in a cal endar year. Subjeetto-division (D
TN on- Litical oot : hall

Page 78

2376
2377

2378
2379

2380
2381

2382
2383
2384

2385
2386
2387

2388
2389
2390

2391
2392
2393
2394
2395
2396

2397
2398
2399
2400
2401
2402
2403
2404
2405



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

di vi sion does not apply to a political action conmittee or

pottiecal—eont+ibuting—entity that accepts a contribution froma
political action conm ttee er—poebtical—econtributing—entity

affiliated with it. For purposes of this division, a political
action committee is affiliated with another political action
conm ttee er—poltical—econt+ibuting—entity if they are
establ i shed, financed, nmintained, or controlled by the sane
corporation, organization, |abor organization, continuing

associ ation, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary,
di vi sion, or departnment of that corporation, organization, |abor

organi zation, continuing association, or other person.

(D) (1)=& For purposes of the limtations prescribed in
division (B)(2) of this section and the linmtations prescribed in
divisions (OQ(1, (2), (3), (4, (5, and (7)(b) of this section,
whi chever is applicable, all contributions nade by and al
contributions accepted frompolitical action committees that are
est abl i shed, financed, nmintained, or controlled by the sane
corporation, organization, |abor organization, continuing
associ ation, or other person, including any parent, subsidiary,

di vi sion, or departnment of that corporation, organization, |abor
organi zati on, continuing association, or other person, are

consi dered to have been made by or accepted froma single

political action conmittee.
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(2) As used in divisions (B)(1)&(a)(vii), (B)(3)(d),
(B)(4), and (O (7) of this section, "political action comittee"”
does not include a political action conmttee that is organized to
support or oppose a ballot issue or question and that nakes no
contributions to or expenditures on behalf of a political party,

canmpai gn committee, |egislative canpaign fund, or political action

commi tt ee—or—potiticalecontributingentity—As usedindivisions

(3) For purposes of the linmtations prescribed in divisions

(B)(4) and (O (7)(a) of this section, all contributions nmade by
and all contributions accepted froma national political party, a
state political party, and a county political party are considered
to have been nade by or accepted froma single political party and
shal |l be conbined with each other to determ ne whether the

limtations have been exceeded.

(E)(1) If a legislative canpaign fund has kept a total anount
of contributions exceeding one hundred fifty thousand dollars at
the cl ose of business on the seventh day before the postgeneral
el ection statenent is required to be filed under section 3517.10
of the Revised Code, the legislative canpaign fund shall conply

with division (E)(2) of this section

(2)(a) Any legislative canpaign fund that has kept a tota
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anount of contributions in excess of the anobunt specified in
division (E)(1) of this section at the close of business on the
sevent h day before the postgeneral election statenment is required
to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code shal

di spose of the excess amobunt in the manner prescribed in division
(B)(2)e(b) (i), (i1), or (iii) of this section not |ater than
ninety days after the day the postgeneral election statenent is
required to be filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.
Any |l egislative canmpaign fund that is required to dispose of an
excess anount of contributions under this division shall file a
statenment on the ninetieth day after the postgeneral election
statenent is required to be filed under section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code indicating the total anmount of contributions the fund
has at the cl ose of business on the seventh day before the
postgeneral election statenment is required to be filed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and that the excess
contributions were di sposed of pursuant to this division and
di-visioens division (E)(2)(b) ard—+{e)} of this section. The
statenent shall be on a formprescribed by the secretary of state
and shall contain any additional information the secretary of

state considers necessary.

(b) Fhereisherebyereatedinthe state treasurythe Ohio
. . Y . hal

£ Any legislative canpaign fund that is required to dispose
of an excess anount of contributions under division (E)(2) of this
section shall dispose of that excess anmount by doi ng any of the

foll ow ng:

(i) Gving the ambunt to the treasurer of state for deposit
into the state treasury to the credit of the Ohio el ections

conmi ssion fund created by division (1) of section 3517.152 of the
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Revi sed Code;

(ii) Gving the anount to individuals who nade contributions
to that |egislative canpaign fund as a refund of all or part of

their contributions;

(iii) Gving the ambunt to a corporation that is exenpt from
federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in

subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(F)(1) No legislative canpaign fund shall fail to file a

statenent required by division (E) of this section

(2) No legislative canpaign fund shall fail to dispose of

excess contributions as required by division (E) of this section.

(G Nothing in this section shall affect, be used in
determ ning, or supersede a limtation on canpai gn contributions

as provided for in the Federal Election Canpaign Act.

Sec. 3517.103. (A)(1) For purposes of this section:

H-(a) "Statew de candi date" neans the joint candi dates for
the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor or a candi date for
the office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, or nmenber of the state board of

educati on.

2-(b) (i) "Personal funds" means contributions to the
canmpai gn committee of a candidate by the candidate or by the
candi date' s spouse, parents, children, sons-in-I|aw,
daughters-in-law, brothers, sisters, grandparents, nother-in-I|aw,
father-in-law, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, or grandparents by

marri age.

£3>(ii) A loan obtained by, guaranteed by, or for the benefit

of a statewi de candi date, senate candi date, or house candi date

shall be considered "personal funds" subject to the provisions of
this section and section 3517.1010 of the Revised Code to the
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extent that the |loan is obtained or guaranteed by the candi date or

is for the benefit of the candidate and is obtai ned or guaranteed

by the candi date's spouse, parents, children, sons-in-|aw,

daughters-in-law,_ brothers, sisters., grandparents, nother-in-|aw,

father-in-law,_ brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, or grandparents by

narriage. A loan that is obtained or guaranteed and that is for

the benefit of a statew de candi date, senate candi date, or house

candi date shall not be considered "personal funds" for the

pur poses of this section and section 3517.1010 of the Revised Code

but shall be considered to be a "contribution" for the purposes of

this chapter if the loan is obtained or guaranteed by anyone other

than the candidate or the candidate's spouse, parents, children

sons-in-law,_daughters-in-law, brothers, sisters., grandparents,

not her-in-law, father-in-law, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,_ or

grandparents by nmarri age.

(iii) Wen a debt or other obligation incurred by a committee
or by a candidate on behalf of the candidate's commttee descri bed
in division (C (1) or (2) of this sectionis to be paid from
"personal funds,” those funds are considered to be expended when
the debt or other obligation is incurred, regardless of when it is

pai d.

43(2) For purposes of Chapter3517—of the Revised Code this
chapter, a candidate is an "opponent"” when the candi date has
i ndi cated on the candidate's nost recently filed designation of
treasurer that the candi date seeks the sane office at the same
primary or general election as another candi date whose canpaign
conmttee has filed a personal funds notice required by division
(O (1) or (2) of this section.

(B)(1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(2) of
this section, no statew de candi date or candidate for the office
of menber of the general assenbly shall nake an expenditure of

personal funds to influence the results of an election for that
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candi date's nomi nation or election to office unless the personal
funds are first deposited into the canpaign fund of that

candi date' s canpai gn conmittee.

(2) A statew de candidate or candidate for the office of
nenber of the general assenbly may make an expenditure of persona
funds without first depositing those funds into the canpai gn
comrittee's funds as |ong as the aggregate total of those
expendi tures does not exceed five hundred dollars at any tine
during an election period. After the candi date's canpaign
committee reinburses the candidate for any direct expenditure of
personal funds, the anmobunt that was reinbursed is no | onger
included in the aggregate total of expenditures of personal funds

subject to the five-hundred-dollar limt.

(O (1) If the canpaign committee of any statew de candi date
has recei ved or expended or expects to expend nore than one
hundred thousand doll ars of personal funds during a prinary
el ection period or one hundred fifty thousand dollars of personal
funds during a general election period, the canmpaign comittee
shall file a personal funds notice in the manner provided in
division (C)(3) of this section indicating that the conmttee has
recei ved or expended or expects to expend nore than that anount.
For the purpose of this division, a joint teamof candi dates for
governor and lieutenant governor shall be considered a single

candi date and their personal funds shall be conbined.

(2) If the canpaign committee of any senate candi date or
house candi date has received or expended or expects to expend nore
than twenty-five thousand dollars of personal funds during a
primary election period or twenty-five thousand dollars of
personal funds during a general election period, the canpaign
commttee shall file a personal funds notice in the manner
provided in division (C(3) of this section indicating that the

committee has received or expended or expects to expend nore than
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t hat anount.

(3) The personal funds notice required in divisions (C) (1)
and (2) of this section and the declaration of no limts required
under division (D)(2) of this section shall be on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state. The personal funds notice
required in divisions (C) (1) and (2) of this section shall be

filed not later than the earlier of the follow ng tines:

(a) One hundred twenty days before a primary election, in the
case of personal funds received, expended, or expected to be
expended during a primary el ection period, or not |ater than one
hundred twenty days before a general election, in the case of
personal funds received, expended, or expected to be expended

during a general election period;

(b) Two busi ness days after the candi date's canpai gn
committee receives or nmakes an expenditure of personal funds or
the candi date nmakes an expenditure of personal funds on behal f of
the candi date's canpaign comittee during that election period
that exceed, in the aggregate, the anount specified in division
(O (1) or (2) of this section.

The personal funds notice required under divisions (C) (1) and
(2) of this section and the declaration of no limts required
under division (D)(2) of this section shall be filed wherever the
canmpaign committee files statenents of contributions and
expendi tures under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code. The board
of elections shall send to the secretary of state a copy of any
personal funds notice or declaration of no limts filed by the
campai gn committee of a senate candi date or house candi date under
division (Q(3) or (D(2) of this section.

(D) (1) Whenever a canpaign comrittee files a notice under
division (O (1) or (2) of this section, and the canpaign conmittee

of an opponent files a declaration of no linmits pursuant to
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division (D)(2) of this section within thirty days of the filing
of the personal funds notice under division (C (1) or (2) of this
section, the contribution limtations prescribed in section
3517. 102 of the Revised Code no | onger apply to the canpaign

conm ttee of the candi date's opponent.

(2) No canpaign comrittee of a candidate described in
division (D)(1) of this section shall accept any contribution or
contributions froma contributor that exceed the limtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code until the
committee files a declaration that the committee will accept
contributions that exceed those limtations. This declaration
shall be filed not later than thirty days after a candidate's
opponent has filed a personal funds notice pursuant to division
(O (1) or (2) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, shall be
referred to as the "declaration of no limts," and shall list all

of the foll ow ng:

(a) The amount of cash on hand in the candi date's canpaign
fund at the end of the day inmedi ately preceding the day on which
the candi date's canmpaign committee files the declaration of no
limts;

(b) The value and description of all canpaign assets worth
five hundred dollars or nore available to the candidate at the end
of the day inmedi ately preceding the day on which the candidate's

canmpaign committee files the declaration of no linmts.

(3) A candidate who was not an opponent of a candi date who
filed the personal funds notice required under division (C)(3) of
this section on the date the personal funds notice was filed may
file the declaration of no limts pursuant to division (D)(2) of
this section within thirty days after becom ng an opponent of the

candi date who filed the personal funds noti ce.

(4) If the candi date whose canpaign conmittee filed a
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personal funds notice under division (C(1) or (2) of this section
fails to file a declaration of candidacy for the office listed on
the designation of treasurer filed under division (D) of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code or files a declaration of candi dacy or
nom nating petition for that office and dies or wthdraws, both of
the followi ng apply to the canpaign conmttee of that candidate's
opponent if the opponent has filed a declaration of no limts

pursuant to division (D) of this section:

(a) No contribution froma contributor may thereafter be
accepted that, when added to the aggregate total of al
contributions received by that conmittee fromthat contributor
during the primary election period or general election period,
whi chever is applicable, would cause that conmttee to exceed the
contribution limtations prescribed in section 3517.102 of the

Revi sed Code for the applicable election period.

(b) The statement of prinmary-day finances or the year-end
statenent required to be filed under division (E) of section
3517. 1010 of the Revised Code shall be filed not |ater than
fourteen days after the date the candi date's opponent fails to
file a declaration of candidacy or nominating petition by the
appropriate filing deadline, or dies or wthdraws. For purposes of
calculating pernmitted funds under division (A {A(4) of section
3517.1010 of the Revised Code, the primary or general election
peri od, whichever is applicable, shall be considered to have ended
on the filing deadline, in the case of an opponent who fails to
file a declaration of candidacy or nominating petition, or on the
date of the opponent's death or withdrawal . In such an event, the
filing of a statenent of primary-day finances or year-end finances
and the di sposing of any excess funds as required under division
(B) of section 3517.1010 of the Revised Code satisfies the
candi date's obligation to file such a statenment for that election

peri od.
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(E) (1) No canpaign conmittee shall fail to file a persona
funds notice as required under division (C (1) or (2) of this

section.

(2) No canpaign comittee shall accept any contribution in
excess of the contribution limtations prescribed in section
3517. 102 of the Revised Code:

(a) Unless a declaration of no limts has been filed under

division (D)(2) of this section;

(b) In violation of division (D)(4) of this section once the
candi date who filed a personal funds notice under division (C(3)
of this section fails to file a declaration of candidacy or

nom nating petition or that candidate dies or wthdraws.

(3) No canpaign commttee that violates division (E)(1) of
this section shall expend any personal funds in excess of the
anmount specified in division (©Q (1) or (2) of this section,

whi chever is appropriate to the conmittee.

(4) The candi date of any canpaign conmittee that violates
division (E) of this section shall forfeit the candidate's
nom nation, if the candidate was nom nated, or the office to which

the candi date was elected, if the candidate was el ected to office.

(F) (1) Whenever a canpaign comrittee files a notice under
division (O (1) or (2) of this section or whenever the
contribution limtations prescribed in section 3517.102 of the
Revi sed Code do not apply to a canpaign conmmittee under division
(D)(1) of this section, that commttee is not a designated state
canmpai gn committee for the purpose of the linitations prescribed
in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code with regard to
contributions made by that canpaign conmttee to a |egislative
canpaign fund or to a state candidate fund of a state or county

political party.
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(2) Division (F)(1) of this section no longer applies to a

canmpai gn committee after both of the follow ng occur:

(a) The primary or general election period during which the
contribution limtations prescribed in section 3517.102 of the
Revi sed Code did not apply after being renoved pursuant to

division (D) of this section has expired;

(b) When the canpaign commttee has di sposed of all excess
funds and excess aggregate contributions as required under section
3517. 1010 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.104. (A) In January of each odd-nunbered year, the
secretary of state, in accordance with this division and division
(B) of this section, shall adjust each anpbunt specified in section
3517.102 and in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code. The adjustnent shall be based on the yearly average
of the previous two years of the Consunmer Price Index for Al
Urban Consuners or its successive equivalent, as determi ned by the
United States departnment of |abor, bureau of |abor statistics, or
its successor in responsibility, for all itens, Series A Using
the 1996 yearly average as the base year, the secretary of state
shal | conmpare the nbst current average consumer price index with
that determined in the precedi ng odd- nunbered year, and shal
determ ne the percentage increase or decrease. The percentage
i ncrease or decrease shall be multiplied by the actual dollar
figure for each office or entity specified in section 3517.102 of
t he Revised Code and by each actual dollar figure specified in
division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code as
determ ned in the previous odd-nunbered year, and the product
shal |l be added to or subtracted fromits correspondi ng actual
dollar figure, as necessary, for that previous odd-nunbered year.
Fhe

The resulting amount shall be rounded te—the-nearestfive
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nearest twenty-five dollars if the calcul ations are made regardi ng

the amounts specified in division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of
t he Revi sed Code.

If the calculations are made regardi ng the ampunts specified

in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, the resulting anpunt

shall not be rounded. If that resulting amount is |less than one

hundred doll ars, the secretary of state shall retain a record of

the resulting anpbunt and the manner in which it was cal cul at ed,

but shall not make an adjustnent unless the resulting anpbunt. when

added to the resulting amobunt calculated in each prior

odd- nunbered year _since the | ast adjustnment was made. equals or

exceeds one hundred doll ars.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall cal cul ate the adjustnment
under division (A) of this section and shall report the
cal cul ati ons and necessary naterials to the auditor of state, on
or before the thirty-first day of January of each odd-nunbered
year. The secretary of state shall base the adjustnment on the nost
current consunmer price index that is described in division (A) of
this section and that is in effect as of the first day of January

of each odd-nunbered year

(2) The calcul ations nade by the secretary of state under
divisions (A) and (B)(1) of this section shall be certified by the
audi tor of state on or before the fifteenth day of February of

each odd-nunbered year.

(3) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each
odd- nunbered year, the secretary of state shall prepare a report
setting forth the maxi mum contribution [imtations under section
3517.102 of the Revised Code, the maxi mrum anmounts, if any, of
contributions pernmitted to be kept under that section, and the

amount s required under division (B)(4)(e) of section 3517.10 of
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the Revised Code for reporting contributions and in-kind
contributions at social or fund-raising activities and
contributions fromanounts deducted from an enpl oyee's wages and
salary, as calculated and certified pursuant to divisions (A and
(B)(1) and (2) of this section. The report and all docunents
relating to the calculations contained in the report are public
records. The report shall contain an indication of the period in
which the limtations, the maxi nrumcontributi on anpunts, and the
reporting amounts apply, a summary of how the limtations, the
maxi mum contri buti on anounts, and the reporting anounts were

cal cul ated, and a statenment that the report and all rel ated
docunments are avail able for inspection and copying at the office

of the secretary of state.

(4) On or before the twenty-fifth day of February of each
odd- nunbered year, the secretary of state shall transmt the
report to the general assenbly; and shall send the report by nmai

to the board of elections of each county.

(5) The secretary of state shall send the report by mail to
each person who files a declaration of candidacy or nom nating
petition with the secretary of state for the office of governor
| i eutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,
treasurer of state, attorney general, nmenber of the state board of
education, chief justice of the suprene court, or justice of the
suprene court. The report shall be nmiled on or before the tenth

day after the filing.

(6) A board of elections shall send the report by mail to
each person who files a declaration of candidacy or nom nating
petition with the board for the office of state representative or
state senator. The report shall be mailed on or before the tenth

day after the filing.

Sec. 3517.105. (A)(1) As used in this section, "public
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political advertising" neans advertising to the general public
through a broadcasting station, newspaper, nmgazi ne, poster, yard
sign, or outdoor advertising facility, by direct mail, or by any

ot her means of advertising to the general public.

(2) For purposes of this section and section 3517.20 of the
Revi sed Code, a person is a menber of a political action conmttee

if the person makes one or nore contributions to that politica

action comittee—and—-apersonts—arnerber—of apolitical
bt . . I I bt

Litieal ot .

(B) (1) Wienever a candidate, a canpaign committee, a
political action commttee er—pottiecal—econtributinrg—entity Wth
ten or nore nenbers, or a legislative canpaign fund nakes an
i ndependent expenditure, or whenever a political action committee
or—potiticalcontributingentity with fewer than ten nenbers makes
an i ndependent expenditure in excess of one hundred dollars for a
| ocal candidate, in excess of two hundred fifty dollars for a
candi date for the office of nenber of the general assenbly, or in
excess of five hundred dollars for a statew de candidate, for the
pur pose of financing conmuni cati ons advocating the election or
defeat of an identified candidate or solicits w thout the
candi date' s express consent a contribution for or against an
identified candidate through public political advertising, a
statenent shall appear or be presented in a clear and conspi cuous

manner in the advertising that does both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Cearly indicates that the comruni cation or public
political advertising is not authorized by the candi date or the

candi date's canpai gn comm ttee;

(b) Cearly identifies the candi date, canpaign conmttee,

political action conmittee, pebticalcontributingentity— or

| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund that has paid for the communication or
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public political advertising in accordance with section 3517.20 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) (a) Whenever any canpaign conmittee, |egislative canpaign
fund, political action comittee, poetiticalecontributingentity
or political party makes an independent expenditure in support of
or opposition to any candi date, the comm ttee, entity fund, or
party shall report the independent expenditure and identify the
candi date on a statenent prescribed by the secretary of state and
filed by the conmittee, entity— fund, or pebtiecal party as part
of its statenent of contributions and expenditures pursuant to
division (A) of section 3517.10 and division (A) of section
3517.11 of the Revised Code.

(b) Wienever any individual, partnership, or other entity,
except a corporation, |abor organization, canpaign commttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political action comittee, pobtical
contributing—entity— or political party, nmakes one or nore
i ndependent expenditures in support of or opposition to any
candi date, the individual, partnership, or other entity shall file
with the secretary of state in the case of a statew de candi date,
or wwth the board of elections in the county in which the
candi date files the candidate's petitions for nom nation or
election for district or local office, not |ater than the dates
specified in divisions (A (1), (2), and (3), and (4) of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code, and, except as otherw se provided in
that section, a statenent item zing all independent expenditures
made during the period since the close of business on the |ast day
reflected in the |ast previously filed such statenent, if any. The
statenment shall be nade on a form prescribed by the secretary of
state or shall be filed by electronic nmeans of transm ssion
pursuant to division (G of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code
as authorized or required by that division. The statenent shal

i ndicate the date and the anpbunt of each i ndependent expenditure
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and t he candi date on whose behalf it was made and shall be made

under penalty of election falsification.

(O (1) Whenever a corporation, |abor organization, canpaign
committee, political action committee with ten or nore nenbers, or
| egi sl ati ve canpai gn fund nmakes an independent expenditure, or
whenever a political action conmttee with fewer than ten nenbers
nmakes an i ndependent expenditure in excess of one hundred dollars
for a local ballot issue or question, or in excess of five hundred
dollars for a statewi de ballot issue or question, for the purpose
of financing comuni cati ons advocating support of or opposition to
an identified ballot issue or question or solicits w thout the
express consent of the ballot issue comrittee a contribution for
or against an identified ballot issue or question through public
political advertising, a statenment shall appear or be presented in
a clear and conspi cuous manner in the advertising that does both

of the foll ow ng:

(a) Cearly indicates that the comruni cation or public
political advertising is not authorized by the identified ball ot

i ssue conmi ttee;

(b) Cearly identifies the corporation, |abor organization,
canpai gn conmttee, |legislative canpaign fund, or political action
committee that has paid for the comuni cation or public politica
advertising in accordance with section 3517.20 of the Revised
Code.

(2) (a) Whenever any corporation, |abor organization, canpaign
conm ttee, |egislative canpaign fund, political party, or
political action comm ttee makes an i ndependent expenditure in
support of or opposition to any ballot issue or question, the
corporation or |abor organization shall report the independent
expendi ture in accordance with division (C of section 3599.03 of
the Revised Code, and the canpaign conmittee, fund, party, or

political action conmittee shall report the independent
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expenditure and identify the ballot issue or question on a
statenent prescribed by the secretary of state and filed by the
canmpai gn committee, fund, pekitieal party, or political action
committee as part of its statement of contributions and

expendi tures pursuant to division (A of section 3517.10 and
division (A) of section 3517.11 of the Revi sed Code.

(b) Whenever any individual, partnership, or other entity,
except a corporation, |abor organization, canpaign commttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political action comittee, or
political party, nakes one or nore independent expenditures in
excess of one hundred dollars in support of or opposition to any
bal | ot issue or question, the individual, partnership, or other
entity shall file wth the secretary of state in the case of a
statewi de ball ot issue or question, or with the board of elections
in the county that certifies the issue or question for placenent

on the ballot in the case of a district or |ocal issue or

guestion, not |ater than the dates specified in division divisions

(A(1), (2), and (3)._and (4) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code, and, except as otherw se provided in that section, a
statement item zing all independent expenditures nmade during the
period since the close of business on the last day reflected in
the last previously filed such statenent, if any. The statenent
shall be made on a form prescribed by the secretary of state or
shall be filed by electronic nmeans of transmi ssion pursuant to
division (G of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code as authorized
or required by that division. The statenent shall indicate the
date and the anount of each independent expenditure and the ball ot
i ssue or question in support of or opposition to which it was made

and shall be nmade under penalty of election falsification.

(3) No person, canpaign committee, |egislative canpaign fund,
political action conmittee, corporation, |abor organization, or

ot her organi zation or association shall use or cause to be used a
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false or fictitious nane in nmaking an i ndependent expenditure in
support of or opposition to any candi date or any ballot issue or
guestion. A nane is false or fictitious if the person, canpaign
committee, |legislative canpaign fund, political action conmittee,
corporation, |abor organization, or other organization or

associ ation does not actually exist or operate, if the
corporation, |abor organization, or other organization or
association has failed to file a fictitious nanme or other
registration with the secretary of state, if it is required to do
so, or if the person, canpaign conmittee, |egislative canpaign
fund, or political action committee has failed to file a

desi gnation of the appointnment of a treasurer, if it is required
to do so by division (D)(1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(D) Any expenditure by a political party for the purpose of

financi ng communi cati ons advocating the el ection or defeat of a

candidate for judicial office shall be deened to be an i ndependent

expenditure subject to the provisions of this section.

Sec. 3517.106. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Statew de office" neans any of the offices of governor,
| i eutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,
treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of the suprene

court, and justice of the suprene court.

(2) "Addendumto a statenment" includes an anmendnment or ot her

correction to that statenent.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
informati on contained in statements of contributions and
expenditures and nonthly statenments required to be fil ed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and in statenents of

i ndependent expenditures required to be filed under section
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3517. 105 of the Revised Code by any of the foll ow ng:

H-(a) The canpaign committees of candi dates for statew de

of fice;

£2(b) The political action committees anrd—poetitical

contributingentities described in division (A)(1) of section
3517.11 of the Revised Code;

3>(c) Legislative canpaign funds;

4)3(d) State political parties;

53(e) Individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor

organi zations, or other entities that make independent

expendi tures in support of or opposition to a statew de candi date

or a statew de ballot issue or question;

£6)(f) The canpaign comm ttees of candidates for the office

of menmber of the general assenbly.

(g) County political parties, with respect to their state

candi dat e funds.

(2) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the

i nformation contained in disclosure of electioneering

conmuni cations statenents required to be filed under section
3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

(3) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the

informati on contained in deposit and di shursenent statenents

required to be filed with the office of the secretary of state
under section 3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code.

(O (1) The secretary of state shall nake available to the
campai gn committees, political action conmttees, political
eontrbutinrg—entitiess | egi sl ati ve canpai gn funds, political
parties, individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor
organi zations, and other entities described in division (B) of

this section, and to nmenbers of the news nedi a and ot her
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i nterested persons, for a reasonable fee, conputer prograns that
are conpatible with the secretary of state's method of storing the

information contained in the statenents.

(2) The secretary of state shall make the information
required to be stored under division (B) of this section avail able
on conputer at the secretary of state's office so that, to the
maxi mum ext ent feasible, individuals may obtain at the secretary
of state's office any part or all of that information for any
given year, subject to the linitation expressed in division (D) of

this section.

(D) The secretary of state shall keep the information stored
on conputer under division (B) of this section for at |east six

years.

(E)(1) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H)(1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectroni c nmeans of transnission, the canpaign commttee of each
candi date for statewide office nay file the statements prescribed
by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion or, if the total ampbunt of the contributions received
or the total anount of the expenditures nade by the canpaign
committee for the applicable reporting period as specified in
division (A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten
t housand dollars, shall file those statenments by el ectronic nmeans

of transm ssion.

Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five
busi ness days after a statenent filed by a canpaign comrittee of a
candi date for statewide office is received by the secretary of
state by electronic or other means of transm ssion, the secretary

of state shall make available online to the public through the
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internet, as provided in division (I) of this section, the
contribution and expenditure information in that statenent. The
secretary of state shall not nmake available online to the public
through the internet any contribution or expenditure infornation
contained in a statenent for any candidate until the secretary of
state is able to nmake available online to the public through the
internet the contribution and expenditure information for al
candi dates for a particular office. As soon as the secretary of
state has available all of that infornation, the secretary of
state shall sinultaneously nmake available online to the public
through the internet the information for all candidates for a

particul ar office.

If a statement filed by electronic neans of transm ssion is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exanmi nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the canpaign
committee shall file by electronic neans of transnission any
addendumto the statenent that provides the information necessary
to conplete or correct the statenent or, if required by the

secretary of state under that division, an anmended st atenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma canpaign comrttee of a candidate for statew de
of fice an addendumto the statenent or an anended statenent by
el ectronic or other means of transm ssion under this division or
division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the
secretary of state shall nake the contribution and expenditure
information in the addendum or anended statement avail able online
to the public through the internet as provided in division (I) of

this section.

(2) Subject to—division{E{3)of this sectionand-subjeet to

the secretary of state having inplenmented, tested, and verified

the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
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prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (O (6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statements by el ectronic
nmeans of transmi ssion, a political action comittee and—=a
pettiecal—eontributing—entity described in division (B)2-(1)(Db)
of this section, a |legislative canpaign fund, and a state
political party may file the statenments prescribed by section
3517.10 of the Revised Code by el ectronic neans of transm ssion

or, if the total anpunt of the contributions received or the tota

ampunt _of the expenditures nade by the political action conmmittee,

| egislative canmpaign fund, or state political party for the

applicable reporting period as specified in division (A) of

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten thousand doll ars,

shall file those statenents by el ectronic neans of transn Sssion

Wthin five business days after a statenent filed by a
political action conmittee er—a—polticalcontributingentity
described in division (B)2-(1)(b) of this section, a legislative
canmpai gn fund, or a state political party is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other means of transnission,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the contribution and expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenment filed by electronic neans of transnission is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the politica
action comittee, potiticalecontributingentity |legislative
canpai gn fund, or state political party shall file by electronic
nmeans of transm ssion any addendumto the statenment that provides
the infornati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or
if required by the secretary of state under that division, an

amended st at enent.
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Wthin five business days after the secretary of state

receives froma political action comittee er—a—poelitical
contributing—entity described in division (B)£2-(1)(b) of this

section, a legislative canpaign fund, or a state political party
an addendumto the statenment or an anmended statenent by el ectronic
or other means of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall nmmke the contribution and expenditure information in
the addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(3) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of

the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by

el ectroni ¢ neans of transnission, a—pelticalactioncommtteeand
Litical gt . I bed| visi V(2 :
this-seection—alegistative canpalgnfund—and a state county

political party shall file the statenments prescribed by section
3517.10 of the Revised Code with respect to its state candidate
fund by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion iH—thetotal—anrpunt—of

to the office of the secretary of state.

Wthin five business days after a statenment filed by a

- . . - . . .
I bed| o Y . Lo Lo .
canpatlgn—fund—oer—a-state county political party with respect to

its state candidate fund is received by the secretary of state by
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el ectroni ¢ er—ether neans of transmission, the secretary of state
shal |l nmake available online to the public through the internet, as
provided in division (1) of this section, the contribution and

expendi ture information in that statenent.

If a statenment fHted by electronicreansof transmssion is

found to be inconmplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenment for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, thepelitical

. . | Litical bt ey clat
canpatgn—fund—or—state a county political party shall file by

el ectroni ¢ nmeans of transnission any addendumto the statenent
that provides the information necessary to conplete or correct the
statenent or, if required by the secretary of state under that

di vi si on, an anended statenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
recei ves from a pelHtical—aetion—ecormttee—or—a—potical

byt . I bed| visi VES: . Lo
a—tegistative canpalgn—fund—or—a-state county political party an
addendumto the statenment or an anended statement by el ectronic e+
ether neans of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall nmmke the contribution and expenditure information in
the addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(F) (1) Subject teo—division{F{4)—ofthisseection-and-—subjeet
to the secretary of state having inplenmented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H) (1) of this section and
divisions (Q(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenments by el ectronic

nmeans of transm ssion er—on——conputer—disk, a canpaign committee of

a candidate for the office of nmenmber of the general assenbly or a
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canpaign conmttee of a candidate for the office of judge of a 3161
court of appeals may file the statements prescribed by section 3162
3517. 10 of the Revised Code in accordance with division (A)(2) of 3163
section 3517.11 of the Revised Code or by el ectronic nmeans of 3164
transmission to the office of the secretary of state or, until 3165
3166

3167

Revised—Code if the total ampunt of the contributions received by 3168
the canpaign conmittee for the applicable reporting period as 3169
specified in division (A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code 3170
exceeds ten thousand dollars, shall file those statenents by 3171
el ectronic nmeans of transmission to the office of the secretary of 3172
state. 3173
Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five 3174

busi ness days after a statenent filed by a canpaign conmmittee of a 3175
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly or a 3176
canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the office of judge of a 3177
court of appeals is received by the secretary of state by 3178
el ectronic or other neans of transmission, the secretary of state 3179
shal |l make available online to the public through the internet, as 3180
provided in division (1) of this section, the contribution and 3181
expenditure information in that statenent. The secretary of state 3182
shall not make available online to the public through the internet 3183
any contribution or expenditure informati on contained in a 3184
statenent for any candidate until the secretary of state is able 3185
to make available online to the public through the internet the 3186
contribution and expenditure information for all candidates for a 3187
particular office. As soon as the secretary of state has avail abl e 3188
all of that information, the secretary of state shall 3189
si mul t aneously make avail able online to the public through the 3190
internet the information for all candidates for a particul ar 3191

of fice. 3192
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If a statenment filed by electronic nmeans of transm ssion er 3193
on—conputer—disk is found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the 3194
exam nation of the statenent for conpl et eness and accuracy 3195
pursuant to division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised 3196
Code, the canpaign conmittee shall file by electronic neans of 3197
transm ssion to the office of the secretary of state—er—untit 3198

i i i 3199

3200

any addendumto the statenent that provides the infornmation 3201
necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or, if required by 3202
the secretary of state under that division, an anmended statenent. 3203

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state 3204
receives froma canpai gn conmttee of a candidate for the office 3205
of menber of the general assenbly or a canpaign comnmittee of a 3206
candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals an 3207
addendumto the statenment or an anended statenent by el ectronic or 3208
ot her nmeans of transm ssion under this division or division 3209
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 3210
state shall make the contribution and expenditure information in 3211
t he addendum or anended statenent available online to the public 3212
through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section. 3213
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prescri-be-
If a statenent, addendum or anmended statenent is not filed

by el ectroni c nmeans of transm ssion er—en—conputer—disk to the

office of the secretary of state but is filed by printed version
only under division (A)(2) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code

with the appropriate board of elections, the canpaign committee of

a candidate for the office of nenber of the general assenbly or a

canpaign comittee of a candidate for the office of judge of a

court of appeals shall file two copies of the printed version of

the statenent, addendum or anmended statenent with the appropriate

board of elections. The board of elections shall send one of those
copi es by overnight delivery service to the secretary of state
before the cl ose of business on the day the board of elections

recei ves the statenent, addendum or anended statenent.

. o , . ,
I havi ol | | I L.
the-successtuloperationof any-systemthe secretary of-—state
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3257
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3288
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(G - Subj ect todivision{G{2)rof this sectionand-subject

to the secretary of state having inplenmented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenments by el ectronic
nmeans of transm ssion, any individual, partnership, or other
entity that nakes independent expenditures in support of or
opposition to a statew de candidate or a statew de ballot issue or
guestion as provided in division (B)(2)(b) or (©(2)(b) of section
3517. 105 of the Revised Code may file the statenment specified in

that division by electronic nmeans of transmission or, if the total

amount _of i ndependent expenditures made during the reporting

peri od under that division exceeds ten thousand doll ars, shal

file the statenent specified in that division by el ectronic neans

of transm ssi on.

Wthin five business days after a statenment filed by an
i ndi vidual, partnership, or other entity is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other means of transni ssion,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenment filed by electronic neans of transnission is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the

statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
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(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the individual
partnership, or other entity shall file by electronic neans of
transm ssion any addendumto the statenent that provides the

i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenment or, if
required by the secretary of state under that division, an anended

st at enent .

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froman individual, partnership, or other entity
described in division (B)(2)(b) or (O (2)(b) of section 3517.105
of the Revised Code an addendumto the statenment or an anended
statenent by electronic or other neans of transm ssion under this
division or division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code, the secretary of state shall nake the expenditure
information in the addendum or anended statement avail able online

to the public through the internet as provided in division (1) of

this section.
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(H (1) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to

section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, shall prescribe one or nore
techni ques by which a person who executes and transmts by
el ectroni c nmeans a statenent of contributions and expenditures, a

statement of independent expenditures, a disclosure of

el ectioneering conmuni cations statenent, or a deposit and

di sbursenent statenent, an addendumto erther—staterent any of

those statenents, an anended statenent of contributions and

expendi tures, e an anended statenent of independent expenditures,

an_anended di scl osure of el ectioneering communi cations st at enent,
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or an anended deposit and di sbursenent statenent, under this
section or section 3517.10 e+, 3517.105, 3517.1011, or 3517.1012

of the Revised Code shall electronically sign the statenent,
addendum or anended statenment. Any techni que prescribed by the
secretary of state pursuant to this division shall create an

el ectronic signature that satisfies all of the follow ng
(a) It is unique to the signer

(b) It objectively identifies the signer.

(c) It involves the use of a signature device or other neans

or nethod that is under the sole control of the signer and that

cannot be readily duplicated or conpromni sed.

(d) It is created and linked to the electronic record to
which it relates in a manner that, if the record or signature is
intentionally or unintentionally changed after signing, the

el ectronic signature is invalidated.

(2) An electronic signature prescribed by the secretary of
state under division (H(1) of this section shall be attached to
or associated with the statenment of contributions and
expendi tures, the statenent of independent expenditures, the

di scl osure of el ectioneering conmuni cations statenent, or the

deposit and di sbursenent statenent, the addendumto either

statement any of those statenents, the anended st at enent of

contributions and expenditures, e+ the anended statenent of

i ndependent expenditures, the amended di sclosure of electioneering

conmuni cations statenent, or the anended deposit and di sbursenent

statenent that is executed and transnmitted by el ectronic nmeans by

the person to whomthe electronic signature is attributed. The
el ectronic signature that is attached to or associated with the
statenent, addendum or anmended statenent under this division

shall be binding on all persons and for all purposes under the

campai gn finance reporting law as if the signature had been
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handwritten in ink on a printed form efthe staterent—addendum-
or—amended-statenent.

(I') The secretary of state shall make the contribution and

expendi ture, _the contribution and di sbursenment, or the deposit and

di sbursement information in all statenents, all addenda to the

statenents, and all anmended statenents that are filed with the
secretary of state by electronic or other neans of transm ssion
under this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105, 3517.1011
3517.1012, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code available online to the

public by any neans that are searchable, viewable, and accessible

t hrough the internet.

(J)(1) As used in this division, "library" means a library

that is open to the public and that is one of the follow ng:

(a) Alibrary that is maintained and regul at ed under section
715. 13 of the Revi sed Code;

(b) Alibrary that is created, maintained, and regul ated
under Chapter 3375. of the Revised Code.

(2) The secretary of state shall notify all libraries of the
| ocation on the internet at which the contribution and

expendi ture, contribution and di sbursenent, or deposit and

di sbursenent information in canpaign finance statenments required

to be made available online to the public through the internet

pursuant to division (lI) of this section may be accessed.

If that location is part of the-graphical subnetwork called

the world wide web and if the secretary of state has notified a
library of that world wide web location as required by this
division, the library shall include a link to that world wi de web
| ocati on on each internet-connected conputer it naintains that is

accessible to the public.

(3) If the systemthe secretary of state prescribes for the

filing of campaign finance statenents by el ectronic neans of
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transm ssion pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (O (6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code includes filing those statenents through the internet via an
nteractivelocation—onthe graphicalsubnetwork—called the world
wi de web, the secretary of state shall notify all libraries of the

world wide web | ocation at which those statenents may be fil ed.

If those statements nay be filed through the internet via an
ateractivelocation—onthe graphicalsubnretwork—ecalled the world
wide web and if the secretary of state has notified a library of
that world wide web I ocation as required by this division, the
l'ibrary shall include a link to that world wi de web | ocation on
each internet-connected conputer it maintains that is accessible

to the public.

(Ky It is an affirnmati ve defense to a conplaint or charge
brought agai nst any canpaign comrittee, political action
committee, legislative canpaign fund, or political party,

potitical——contributingentity—eor any individual, partnership, or

other entity, or any electioneering conmunication conmittee, for

the failure to file by electronic nmeans of transm ssion a canpaign
finance statement as required by this section or section 3517.10
or, 3517.105, 3517.1011, or 3517.1012 of the Revised Code that al

of the following apply to the canpaign comrittee, political action

committee, legislative canpaign fund, or political party,

pottical——contributingentity—or the individual, partnership, or

other entity, or the electioneering conmunication conmmittee, that
failed to so fil e theregquiredstaterent:

(1) The canpaign commttee, political action committee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party, peHtical
eont+rbuthrg—entity—eor the individual, partnership, or other

entity, or the electioneering commnication conmittee attenpted to

file by electronic neans of transmi ssion the required statenent

prior to the deadline set forth in the applicable section.
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(2) The canpaign conmittee, political action conmttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party, pelitiecal
contributing—entity—eor the individual, partnership, or other

entity, or the electioneering communication conmttee was unable

to file by electronic nmeans of transm ssion due to an expected or
unexpect ed shutdown of the whole or part of the electronic
canpai gn finance statenment-filing system such as for maintenance

or because of hardware, software, or network connection failure.

(3) The canpaign conmittee, political action conmmttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, or political party, pelitiecal
contributing—entity—eor the individual, partnership, or other

entity, or the electioneering comunication conmittee filed by

el ectronic neans of transm ssion the required statenment within a
reasonabl e period of tine after being unable to so file it under

the circunstance described in division (K)(2) of this section.

Sec. 3517.108. (A) As used in divisions (A and (B) of this

section:

(1) "Candi date" has the sane neaning as in section 3517.01 of
the Revi sed Code but includes only candidates for the offices of
governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, nmenber of the state
board of education, nenber of the general assenbly, chief justice

of the suprene court, and justice of the suprene court.

(2) A "general election period" begins on the day after the
primary el ection i mediately preceding the general election at
whi ch a candi date seeks an office specified in division (A) (1) of
this section and ends on the thirty-first day of Decenber

follow ng that general election

(3) A"primary el ection period" begins on the first day of

January of the year following the year in which the genera
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el ection was held for the office that the candi date seeks,
including any md-termelection, and ends on the day of the

primary el ection.

(B) Whenever the canpaign commttee of a candi date has unpaid
debt at the end of a primary election period or at the end of a
general election period, the conmttee may accept additi onal
contributions during the inmediately followi ng el ection period up
to the applicable Iimtation prescribed under section 3517.102 of
the Revised Code from any individual, political action comrittee,
potitical——contributing—entity— or other canpaign conmittee who,
during the primary or general election period for which debt
remai ns unpai d, has contributed | ess than the contribution
limtations prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code
applicable to that individual, political action comittee,
potitical——cont+ributing—entity— or other canpaign conmittee. Any
additional contribution that a canpaign conmrmittee accepts under
this division shall count toward the applicable limtations
prescribed under section 3517.102 of the Revised Code for that
primary or general election period at the end of which the debt
remai ns unpai d, and shall not count toward the applicable
limtations for any other primary or general election period if

all of the followi ng conditions apply:

(1) The canpaign conmittee reports, on the statenent required
to be filed under division (A)(2) of section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code, all debt renmaining unpaid at the end of the el ection
period. The conmttee shall also file a separate statenent, on a
formprescribed by the secretary of state, at the same tine that
the commttee is required to file a statenment of contributions and
expendi tures under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. The
separate statenment shall include the nane and address of each
contri butor who makes an additional contribution under division

(B) of this section, how the contribution was applied to pay the
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unpai d debt as required by division (B)(3) of this section, and
the bal ance of the unpaid debt after each contribution was applied
toit.

(2) The additional contributions are accepted only during the
primary or general election period, whichever is applicable,
imediately following the election period covered in the statenent

filed under division (B)(1) of this section.

(3) Al additional contributions made under division (B) of
this section are used by the canpaign comrittee that receives them
only to pay the debt of the commttee reported under division
(B)(1) of this section

(4) The canpaign comm ttee mmintains a separate account for
all additional contributions made under division (B) of this
section- and uses noneys in that account only to pay the unpaid
debt reported under division (B)(1) of this section and to

adm ni ster the account.

(5) The canpaign conmittee stops accepting additiona
contributions after funds sufficient to repay the unpaid debt
reported under division (B)(1) of this section have been raised
and pronptly disposes of any contributions received that exceed
the anount of the unpaid debt by returning the excess
contributions to the contributors or by giving the excess
contributions to an organi zation that is exenpt from federa
i ncone taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in
subsection 501(c)(3), (4), (8), (10), or (19) of the Interna

Revenue Code.

Sec. 3517.109. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Candidate" has the sane nmeaning as in section 3517.01 of
the Revised Code but includes only candidates for the offices of

governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of
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state, treasurer of state, attorney general, menber of the state

board of education, and nenmber of the general assenbly.

(2) "Statew de candi date" mnmeans the joint candidates for the
of fi ces of governor and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the
office of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, and nmenber of the state board of

educati on.

(3) "Senate candi date" neans a candidate for the office of

state senator.

(4) "House candi date" means a candidate for the office of

state representative.

(5) "State office" neans the offices of governor, |ieutenant
governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, nenber of the state board of education,

and nmenber of the general assenbly.

(6) "Aggregate contribution" neans the total of all

contributions froma contributor during the pre-filing period.

(7) "Alowabl e aggregate contribution" nmeans all of the

foll ow ng:

(a) In the case of a contribution froma contributor whose
contributions are subject to the contribution |imts described in
division (B)(1), (2), (3), or (6)(a)—er—{# of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code, that portion of the anmpunt of the
contributor's aggregate contribution that does not exceed the

preprimary contribution limt applicable to that contributor.

(b) In the case of a contribution or contributions froma
contributor whose contributions are not subject to the
contribution limts described in divisions (B)(1), (2), (3), or
(6) (a)—e+—A of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, the tota

of the foll ow ng:
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(i) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was

recei ved as in-kind services;

(ii) That portion of the aggregate contribution that was
recei ved as cash and does not exceed the applicable preprinmary
cash transfer or contribution limts described in division
(B)(6)(b) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(8) "Excess aggregate contribution" neans, for each
contributor, the anount by which that contributor's aggregate
contribution exceeds that contributor's allowabl e aggregate

contri buti on.

(9) "Pre-filing period" means the period of tine ending on
the day that the candidacy petitions are due for the state office
for which the candidate has filed and begi nning on the |l atest date

of the follow ng:

(a) The first day of January of the year follow ng the
general election in which that state office was |ast on the

bal | ot;

(b) The first day of January of the year follow ng the
general election in which the candidate was |ast a candi date for

any office;

(c) The first day of the nonth following the prinmary el ection

in which the candidate was | ast a candidate for any office.

(10) "Filing date" neans the | ast date on which a candi dacy

petition may be filed for an office.

(11) "Applicable carry-in limt" means thirty-five thousand
dollars if the candidate is a house candidate or a candidate for
the state board of education, one hundred thousand dollars if the
candidate is a senate candidate, and two hundred thousand doll ars
if the candidate is a statew de candi date other than a candi date

for the state board of education
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(12) "Canpai gn asset" means prepaid, purchased, or donated
assets available to the candidate on the date of the filing
deadline for the office the candidate is seeking that will be
consunmed or depleted in the course of the candidate's el ection
campai gn, including, but not linited to, postage, prepaid rent for
campai gn headquarters, prepaid radio, tel evision, and newspaper

advertising, and other prepaid consulting and personal services.
(13) "Pernmitted funds" neans the sum of the foll ow ng:

(a) The total of the allowabl e aggregate contribution of each

contri butor;
(b) The applicable carry-in limt.

(14) "Excess funds" neans the anmobunt by which the sum of the
total cash on hand and total reported canpai gn assets exceeds

permitted funds.
(15) "Covered candi date" neans both of the foll ow ng:

(a) A candidate who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or
has a canpai gn conmittee that accepts contributions on the
candi date's behal f for the purpose of nomi nating or electing the
candi date to any office not subject to the contribution limts
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code;

(b) A person who, during the pre-filing period, accepts or
has a canpai gn conmittee that accepts contributions on the
person's behalf prior to the person deciding upon or announci ng
the office for which the person will becone a candi date for

nom nati on or el ection

(B) Each candidate who files for state office, not later than
the filing date for that office, shall dispose of any excess
funds. Each covered candidate who files for state office, not
later than the filing date for that office, shall dispose of any

excess aggregate contributions.
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(O Any canpaign conmittee that is required to di spose of
excess funds or excess aggregate contributions under division (B)
of this section shall dispose of that excess anpbunt or anmounts by

doi ng any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Gving the amount to the treasurer of state for deposit
into the state treasury to the credit of the Chio el ections

conm ssion fund created by division (1) of section 3517.152 of the

Revi sed Code;

(2) Gving the ampunt to individuals who nmade contri butions
to that canpaign comrittee as a refund of all or part of their

contri butions;

(3) @ving the ambunt to a corporation that is exenpt from
federal incone taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in

subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(D) (1) Subject to division (D)(2) of this section, no
candi date or covered candi date shall appear on the ballot, even if
certified to appear on the ballot, unless the candidate's or
covered candi date's canpai gn conmittee has di sposed of excess
funds, excess aggregate contributions, or both as required by

di visions (B) and (C) of this section.

(2) If the excess aggregate contributions accepted by a
covered candidate or a covered candi date's canpaign comrttee
aggregate a total of less than five thousand dollars from al
contributors, that candidate shall not be prohibited from

appearing on the ballot under division (D)(1) of this section

(E) (1) The canpaign comm ttee of each candidate required to
di spose of excess funds under this section shall file a report, on
a formprescribed by the secretary of state, with the official or
board with which the candidate is required to file statenents
under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code. The report shall be
filed by the seventh day following the filing deadline for the
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office the candidate is seeking, shall indicate the anmount of
excess funds di sposed of, and shall describe the manner in which

the canpai gn conmittee disposed of the excess anount.

(2) In addition to the information required to be included in
a report filed under division (E)(1) of this section, the canpaign
committee of each covered candidate required to di spose of excess
aggregate contributions under this section shall include in that
report the source and anount of each excess aggregate contribution
di sposed of and shall describe the manner in which the canpaign

committee di sposed of the excess anmpunt.

(F) (1) Each canpaign conmittee of a candidate who has filed a
decl arati on of candi dacy or a nominating petition for a state
office, not |later than seven days after the date—ef—+the filing
deadline date for the office the candidate is seeking, shall file
a declaration of filing-day finances, on a formprescribed by the
secretary of state, with the official or board with which the
candidate is required to file statenents under section 3517.11 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) A declaration of filing-day finances shall list all of

the foll ow ng:

(a) The amount of cash on hand in the candi date's campaign
fund on the date—eof the filing deadline date for the office the

candi date is seeking.

(b) The val ue and description of all canpaign assets worth
five hundred dollars or nore available to the candidate on the
dateof the filing date. Assets purchased by the canpaign shall be
val ued at actual cost, and in-kind contributions shall be val ued

at market val ue.
(c) The total of all aggregate contributions;

(d) The total of all allowabl e aggregate contributions;
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(e) The applicable carry-inlimt, if any.

(3) In addition to the information required to be included in
a report of filing-day finances filed under division (F)(1) of
this section, the canpaign commttee of each covered candi date

shall include both of the following in that report:
(a) The total of all excess aggregate contributions;

(b) For each contributor, if any, for whomthere is an excess
aggregate contribution, the nanme, address, aggregate contribution,

and excess aggregate contribution.

(G A canpaign conmittee of a candidate is not required to
file a declaration of filing-day finances under division (F) of

this section if all of the follow ng apply:

(1) The canpaign comm ttee has not accepted, during the
pre-filing period, any aggregate contribution greater than the

appl i cabl e anount.

(2) The canpaign conmittee had | ess than the carry-in anount

in cash on hand at the beginning of the pre-filing period.

(3) The candidate files a declaration, on a form prescri bed
by the secretary of state, with the official or board w th which
the candidate is required to file statenments under section 3517.11
of the Revised Code not |ater than seven days after the date—of
the filing deadlne date for the office that candidate is seeking,
stating that the candi date's canpaign committee has not accepted
aggregate contributions as described in division (G (1) of this
section and has less than the carry-in anmount in cash on hand as

described in division (G (2) of this section.

Sec. 3517.1011. (A) As used in this section

(1) "Address" has the sane neaning as in section 3517.10 of
the Revi sed Code.
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(2) "Broadcast, cable, or satellite conmunication”" neans a

conmmuni cation that is publicly distributed by a television

station, radio station, cable television system or satellite

system

(3) "Contribution" neans any loan. oift, deposit. forgiveness

of indebtedness, donation., advance, paynment. or transfer of funds

or of anything of value, including a transfer of funds from an

inter vivos or testanmentary trust or decedent's estate, and the

paynent by any person other than the person to whomthe services

are rendered for the personal services of another person, that is

nade., received, or used to pay the direct costs of producing or

airing el ectioneering conmunications.

(4) (a) "Coordi nat ed el ectioneering conmuni cati on" neans any

el ectioneering communi cation that i s nade pursuant to any

arrangenent, coordination, or direction by a candidate or a

candi date's canpaign conmmittee, by an officer, agent, enployee, or

consultant of a candidate or a candidate's canpaign conmmttee, or

by a forner officer., forner agent. forner enplovee. or forner

consultant of a candidate or a candidate's canpaign conmttee

prior to the airing., broadcasting, or cabl ecasting of the

communi cation. An el ectioneering conmuni cation is presuned to be a

"coordi nated el ecti oneering conmmuni cation” when it is either of

the foll ow ng:

(i) Based on information about a candi date's plans, projects,

or needs provided to the el ectioneering communi cation conmmittee

neki ng the di sbursenent by the candidate or the candidate's

canpaign committee, by an officer, agent., enployee, or consultant

of the candidate or the candidate's canpaign conmmittee, or by a

forner officer, fornmer agent., forner enpl oyee, or forner

consul tant of the candidate or the candidate's canpai gn comm ttee,

with a view toward having the comuni cati on nade;
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(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,

aut horized to raise or expend funds on behalf of a candidate or

the candi date's canpaign commttee, who is, or has been, an

officer, agent. enployee, or consultant of the candidate or of the

candi date's canpaign commttee, or who is., or has been. receiving

any form of conpensation or reinbursenent fromthe candi date or

the candi date's canpaign conmttee or froman officer, agent,

enpl oyee, or consultant of the candidate or of the candidate's

canpai gn _conmi ttee.

(b) An el ectioneering conmuni cation may only be considered to

be a "coordinated el ecti oneering conmuni cation" if the

conmmuni cation is made during one of the follow ng periods of tine:

(i) Between the filing date for the office the candidate is

seeking and the thirtieth day prior to the primary el ection at

whi ch candidates will be nom nated for that office;

(ii) Between the day of the primary election at which the

candi date was noninated for office and the thirtieth day prior to

the general election at which a candidate will be elected to that

of fice.

(c) An electioneering conmuni cation shall not be presuned to

be a "coordinated el ectioneering conmuni cati on" under di Vi Sion

(A (4 (a)(ii) of this section if the communi cation is nmade through

any person who provides a service that does not affect the content

of the communi cation, such as communi cati ons pl aced through the

efforts of a nedia buyer., unless that person also affects the

content of the conmmuni cation

(5) "Disclosure date" neans both of the foll ow ng:

(a) The first date during any cal endar vear by which an

el ectioneering conmuni cation conmmttee makes di sbursenents for the

direct costs of producing or airing el ectioneering conmunications

aggregating in excess of one dollar;
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(b) The sane day of the week of each remaining week in the

sane_cal endar_vear as the day of the week of the initial

di scl osure date established under division (A (5)(a) of this

section, if, during that remini ng week, the el ecti oneering

conmuni cation comm ttee makes disbursenents for the direct costs

of producing or airing el ectioneering communi cati ons aggregati ng

in excess of one dollar.

(6)(a) "Electioneering conmuni cation" neans any broadcast,

cable, or satellite comunication that refers to a clearly

identified candidate and that is nade at any tinme other than

during the thirty days preceding a prinmary election or during the

thirty days preceding a general el ection.

(b) "El ectioneering communi cation" does not include any of

the foll ow ng:

(i) A comunication that is publicly disseninated through a

neans of conmuni cati on other than a broadcast, cable, or satellite

television or radio station. For exanple, "electioneering

conmuni cati on" does not include conmuni cations appearing in print

nedi a, including a newspaper or nmgazi ne, handbill ., brochure,

bunper sticker, yvard sign, poster, billboard, and other witten

materials, including mailings; connuni cations over the internet,

including electronic mail: or tel ephone comuni cations.

(ii) A conmmunication that appears in a news story,

commentary, or editorial distributed through the facilities of any

broadcast, cable, or satellite television or radio station., unless

those facilities are owned or controlled by any political party,

political commttee, or candi date;

(iii) A comunication that constitutes an expendi ture or an

i ndependent expendi ture under section 3517.01 of the Revi sed Code;

(iv) A communication that constitutes a candi date debate or

forumor that solely pronbtes a candi date debate or forumand is
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made by or on behalf of the person sponsoring the debate or forum

(7) "Filing date" has the sane neaning as in section 3517.109

of the Revi sed Code.

(8) "Immigration and Nationality Act" neans the | mm gration
and Nationality Act. 110 Stat. 309 (1996)., 8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq..

as _anended.

(9) "Person" has the sane neaning as in section 1.59 of the

Revi sed Code and includes any political organization considered

exenpt fromincone taxation under section 527 of the Interna

Revenue Code.

(10) "Political commttee" neans any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Any committee, club, association., or other group of

persons that receives contributions aggregating in excess of one

thousand doll ars during a cal endar year or that nmakes expenditures

aggregating in excess of one thousand dollars during a cal endar

ear ,

(b) Any separate segregated fund:

(c) Any state, county, or local commttee of a politica

party that does any of the foll ow nag:

(i) Receives contributions aggregating in excess of five

thousand doll ars during a cal endar year;

(ii) Makes paynents that do not constitute contributions or

expendi tures aggregating in excess of five thousand dollars during

a cal endar year

(iii) Makes contributions or expenditures aggregating in

excess of one thousand dollars during a cal endar year

(11) "Publicly distributed" neans aired, broadcast,

cabl ecast, or otherw se dissem nated for a fee.

(12) "Refers to a clearly identified candi date” nmeans that
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the candidate's nane, ni cknane, photograph, or draw ng appears, or

the identity of the candidate is otherw se apparent through an

unanbi quous reference to the person such as "the chief justice,"

"the governor." "nmenber of the Chio senate."” "nenber of the Chio

n 1

house of representatives.," "county auditor." "mayor." or "township

trustee" or through an unanbi guous reference to the person's

status as a candi date.

(B) For the purposes of this section, a person shall be

consi dered to have nade a di sbursenent if the person has entered

into a contract to nake the di sbursenent.

(G Any person or political commttee intending to nake a

di sbursenent or di sbursenents for the direct costs of producing or

airing el ectioneering conmuni cations shall establish an

el ectioneering conmuni cation conmttee in accordance with this

di vi sion. Such a person or political commttee, prior to making

the first disbursenent for the direct costs of producing or airing

an el ectioneering communi cation, shall file a notice with the

office of the secretary of state that the person or politica

conmmittee is establishing an el ectioneering communi cation

commi ttee for the purpose of nmaking such disbursenents.

(D) (1) Every el ectioneering conmunication comittee that

nakes a di sbursenent or di sbursenents for the direct costs of

produci ng and airing el ectioneering conmuni cations aggregating in

excess of one dollar during any calendar vear shall file, within

twenty-four hours of each disclosure date., a disclosure of

el ectioneering comuni cations statenent containing the foll ow ng

i nformati on:

(a) The full nane and address of the el ectioneering

communi cation committee nmaking the di sbursenent, of any person

sharing or exercising direction or control over the activities of

the el ectioneering communi cation commttee, and of the custodi an
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of the books and accounts of the el ectioneering comuni cation

commi tt ee;

(b) The principal place of business of the electioneering

conmuni cation comm ttee making the disbursenent, if not an

i ndi vi dual

(c) The anmpunt of each di sbursenment of nore than one doll ar

during the period covered by the statement and the identity of the

person to whom the di sbursenent was nade;

(d) The noni nations or elections to which the el ectioneering

conmuni cations pertain and the nanes, if known, of the candi dates

identified or to be identified:

(e) If the disbursenents were paid out of a segregated bank

account that consists of funds contributed solely by individuals

who are United States citizens or nationals or lawfully adnitted

for pernmanent residence as defined in section 101(a)(20) of the

| nmigration and Nationality Act directly to the account for

el ectioneering communi cations, the information specified in

division (D)(2) of this section for all contributors who

contributed an agaregate anpunt of two hundred dollars or nore to

the seqgregated bank account during the period beqginning on the

first day of the precedi ng cal endar year and ending on the

di scl osure date. Nothing in this division prohibits or shall be

construed to prohibit the use of funds in such a segregated bank

account for a purpose other than el ectioneering conmuni cati ons.

(f) If the disbursenents were paid out of funds not described

in division (D)(1)(e) of this section, the information specified

in division (D)(2) of this section for all contributors who

contributed an aggregate anount of two hundred dollars or nore to

the el ectioneering comunication committee naking the di sbursenment

during the period beginning on the first day of the preceding

cal endar year and ending on the disclosure date.
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(2) For each contributor for which information is required to

be reported under division (D)(1)(e) or (f) of this section, al

of the follow ng shall be reported:

(a) The nonth, day. and vear that the contributor nade the

contribution or contributions aggregating two hundred dollars or

nor e;

(b)(i) The full nanme and address of the contributor, and, if

the contributor is a political action conmmittee, the registration

nunber assigned to the political action comm ttee under division
(D) (1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code:

(ii) If the contributor is an individual, the nane of the

individual's current enployer, if any, or, if the individual is

self-enpl oyed, the individual's occupation and the nane of the

i ndi vidual's business, if any;

(iii) If the contribution is transnitted pursuant to section

3599. 031 of the Revised Code from anpunts deducted fromthe wages

and salaries of two or nore enployees that exceed in the aggregate

one hundred dollars during the period specified in division

(D) (1)(e) or (f) of this section, as applicable, the full nane of

the enpl oyees' enplover and the full nane of the | abor

organi zation of which the enployees are nenbers, if any.

(c) A description of the contribution, if other than noney;

(d) The value in dollars and cents of the contribution.

(3) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,

tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe

secretary of state prescribes pursuant to divisions (C(6)(b) and
(D) (6) of section 3517.10 and division (H) (1) of section 3517.106

of the Revised Code for the filing of campaign finance statenents

by el ectronic neans of transni ssion, an el ectioneering

conmmuni cation committee shall file the disclosure of
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el ectioneering communi cations statenent prescribed under divisions

(D)(1) and (2) of this section by electronic neans of transm ssion

to the office of the secretary of state.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state

receives a disclosure of electioneering communi cations st atenent

under this division, the secretary of state shall nmke avail able

online to the public through the internet, as provided in division

(1) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, the contribution and

di sbursenent information in that statenent.

If a filed disclosure of el ectioneering conmunications

statenent is found to be inconplete or inaccurate after its

exani nation for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the

el ectioneering comuni cation conmttee shall file by electronic

neans of transm ssion to the office of the secretary of state any

addendum anendnent, or other correction to the statenent that

provides the information necessary to conplete or correct the

statenent or, if required by the secretary of state under that

di vi sion, an anended st at enent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state

recei ves an addendum anendnent, or other correction to a

di scl osure of el ectioneering communi cati ons statenent or an

anended statenent by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion under this
division or division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised

Code, the secretary of state shall make the contribution and

di sbursenment information in the addendum anendnent., or ot her

correction to the statenent or anended statenent available online

to the public through the internet as provided in division (I) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code.

(E) (1) Any person who nakes a contribution for the purpose of

funding the direct costs of producing or airing an el ectioneering
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communi cation under this section shall provide the person's ful

nane and address to the recipient of the contribution at the tine

the contribution is made.

(2) Any individual who nakes a contribution or contributions

aggregating two hundred dollars or nore during the period

specified in division (D)(1)(e) or (f) of this section, as

applicable, for the purpose of funding the direct costs of

producing or airing an el ectioneering conmuni cation under this

section shall provide the nane of the individual's current

enployer, if any, or, if the individual is self-enployed, the

i ndi vi dual's occupation and the nane of the individual's business,

if any, to the recipient of the contribution at the tinme the

contribution is nade.

(F) In each el ectioneering conmmuni cation, a statenent shal

appear or be presented in a clear and conspi cuous nanner that does

both of the foll ow ng:

(1) dearly indicates that the el ectioneering conmuni cation

is not authorized by the candidate or the candidate's canpai gn

conmi tt ee;

(2) Cearly identifies the el ectioneering conmuni cation

comm ttee naking the di sbursenent for the el ectioneering

communi cation in accordance with section 3517.20 of the Revised
Code.

(G Any coordinated el ectioneering communi cation i S an

in-kind contribution, subject to the applicable contribution

limts prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, to the

candi date by the el ectioneering conmmuni cation comm ttee nmaking

di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of producing or airing the

conmmuni cati on.

(H No el ectioneering comruni cati on conmittee shall nake,

during the thirty days preceding a prinary election or during the
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thirty days preceding a general el ection, any broadcast, cable, or

satellite comunication that refers to a clearly identified

candi dat e.

Sec. 3517.1012. (A)(1) Fach state and county political party

shall establish a restricted fund that is separate fromall other

accounts of the political party.

(2) A state or county political party shall deposit into its

restricted fund all public noneys received fromthe GChio political

party fund under section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and all qifts

that are nade to or accepted by the political party froma

corporation or | abor organization subject to the applicable

linmtations prescribed in division (X) of section 3517.13 of the

Revi sed Code. A state or county political party may deposit into

its restricted fund any qgifts that are nade to or accepted by the

political party froma source other than a corporation or | abor

or gani zati on.

(3) Moneys in a state or county political party's restricted

fund may be disbursed to pay costs incurred for any of the

pur poses specified in division (A of section 3517.18 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, a state or

county political party shall file deposit and di sbursenent

statenents, in the sane manner as the party is required to file

statenents of contributions and expenditures under section 3517.10

of the Revised Code, regarding all deposits made into, and al

di sbursements made from the party's restricted fund. Deposit and

di sbursenent statenents filed in accordance with this division by

a county political party shall be filed by electronic neans of

transm ssion to the office of the secretary of state at the tines
specified in division (A of section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code

for the filing of statenents of contributions and expenditures if
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the county political party accepts qgifts froma corporation or

| abor organi zati on under division (A)(2) of this section.

Sec. 3517.11. (A (1) Canmpaign committees of candidates for
statew de effi+ees office or the state board of education
political action conmittees er—politicalecontributingentities
that make contributions to campaign committees of candi dates that
are required to file the statenments prescri bed by section 3517. 10
of the Revised Code with the secretary of state, political action
commi tt ees er—potiticalcontributingentities that nake
contributions to canpaign committees of candidates for nmenber of
the general assenbly, political action conmittees er—political
contributingentities that nmake contributions to state and
national political parties and to | egislative canpaign funds,
political action commttees er—poHtical——contributing—entities
that receive contributions or nmake expenditures in connection with
a statewi de ballot issue, political action commttees er—pobitical
contributing—entities that make contributions to other political
action committees er—poltical—econtrbuting—entities, politica

parties, and canpaign commttees, except as set forth in division
(A)(3) of this section, |legislative canpaign funds, and state and
national political parties shall file the statements prescribed by

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state.

(2)(a) Except as otherw se provided in division (F) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, canpaign comittees of
candi dates for all other offices shall file the statenents
prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board
of elections where their candidates are required to file their

petitions or other papers for nom nation or election.

(b) A canpaign commttee of a candidate for office of nenber

of the general assenbly or a canpaign conmittee of a candidate for

the office of judge of a court of appeals shall file two copies of
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the printed version of any statenent, addendum or anmended
statenent if the committee does not file by electronic nmeans of
transn ssi on er—en—conputer—disk pursuant to division (F)(1) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code but files by printed version
only with the appropriate board of elections. The board of

el ections shall send one of those copies by overnight delivery
service to the secretary of state before the close of business on
the day the board of elections receives the statenent, addendum

or anended st atenment.

(3) Political action conmittees er—political—contributing
entities that only contribute to a county political party,

contribute to canpaign conmittees of candi dates whose nom nation
or election is to be submtted only to electors within a county,
subdi vi sion, or district, excluding candi dates for nenber of the
general assenbly, and receive contributions or nmake expenditures
in connection with ballot questions or issues to be subnitted only
to electors within a county, subdivision, or district shall file
the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code
with the board of elections in that county or in the county
contained in whole or part within the subdivision or district
havi ng a popul ation greater than that of any other county
contained in whole or part within that subdivision or district, as

the case nay be.

(4) Geunty Except as otherw se provided in division (E)(3) of

section 3517.106 of the Revised Code with respect to state

candi date funds, county political parties shall file the

statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with

the board of elections of their respective counties.

(B)(1) The official with whom petitions and ot her papers for
noni nation or election to public office are filed shall furnish
each candidate at the tinme of that filing a copy of sections
3517.01, 3517.08 to 3517.11, 3517.13 to 3517.993, 3599.03, and

Page 134

4120
4121
4122
4123
4124
4125
4126
4127
4128

4129
4130
4131
4132
4133
4134
4135
4136
4137
4138
4139
4140
4141
4142

4143
4144
4145
4146
4147

4148
4149
4150
4151



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

3599. 031 of the Revised Code and any other materials that the
secretary of state may require. Each candi date receiving the

mat erials shall acknow edge their receipt in witing.

(2) On or before the tenth day before the dates on which
statenents are required to be filed by section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code, every candidate subject to the provisions of this
section and sections 3517.10 and 3517.106 of the Revised Code
shall be notified of the requirenents and applicable penalties of
those sections. The secretary of state, by certified mail, return
recei pt requested, shall notify all candidates required to file
those statenents with the secretary of state's office. The board
of elections of every county shall notify by first class mail any
candi date who has personally appeared at the office of the board
on or before the tenth day before the statenents are required to
be filed and signed a form to be provided by the secretary of
state, attesting that the candi date has been notified of the
candi date's obligations under the canpaign finance | aw. The board
shall forward the conpleted formto the secretary of state. The
board shall use certified mail, return receipt requested, to
notify all other candidates required to file those statenments with
it.

(3)(a) Any statenent required to be filed under sections
3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code that is found to be
i nconpl ete or inaccurate by the officer to whomit is subnitted
shall be accepted on a conditional basis, and the person who filed
it shall be notified by certified mail as to the inconplete or
i naccurate nature of the statement. The secretary of state nmay
exam ne statenents filed for candidates for the office of nenber

of the general assenbly and candidates for the office of judge of

a court of appeals for conpleteness and accuracy. The secretary of

state shall exam ne for conpl eteness and accuracy statenents that

campai gn committees of candidates for the office of nenber of the
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general assenbly and canpaign conmmittees of candidates for the

office of judge of a court of appeals file by electronic neans of

transmi ssion pursuant to division (F) of section 3517.106 of the
Revi sed Code. |If an officer at the board of elections where a
statenent filed for a candidate for the office of menber of the

general assenbly or for a candidate for the office of judge of a

court of appeals was submtted finds the statenent to be

i nconpl ete or inaccurate, the officer shall imediately notify the
secretary of state of its inconplete or inaccurate nature. |f
either an officer at the board of elections or the secretary of
state finds a statenment filed for a candidate for the office of

menber of the general assenbly or for a candidate for the office

of judge of a court of appeals to be inconplete or inaccurate,

only the secretary of state shall send the notification as to the

i nconpl ete or inaccurate nature of the statenent.

Wthin twenty-one days after receipt of the notice, in the
case of a pre-election statenent, a postelection statenent, a

nonthly statenment, e+ an annual statenent, or a seni annual

statenent prescribed by section 3517.10, an annual st atenent
prescribed by section 3517.101, or a statenent prescribed by
division (B)(2)(b) or (O (2)(b) of section 3517.105 or section
3517.107 of the Revised Code, the recipient shall file an
addendum anendnent, or other correction to the statenent
providing the infornation necessary to conplete or correct the
statenent. The secretary of state may require that, in lieu of
filing an addendum anendnment, or other correction to a statenent
that is filed by electronic nmeans of transm ssion to the office of
the secretary of state er—on—conputer—disk—wth-theappropriate
board—of—eleetions pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised
Code, the recipient of the notice described in this division file
by el ectroni ¢ nmeans of transm ssi on—er—untit—Mareh—1—2004—o0n

ol with t] : I | of ol . Ty
original—staterent—wasfiled onconputer—disks an anended
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statenent that incorporates the infornation necessary to conplete

or correct the statenment. The

The secretary of state shall determ ne by rule when an

addendum anendnent, or other correction to a any of the foll ow ng

or when an _anended statement of any of the followi ng shall be
filed:

(i) A two-business-day statenent prescribed by section

3517.10 of the Revised Code er—anr—anrendedtwo-business-—day
statement—shall be filed;

(ii) A disclosure of electioneering communi cati ons st at enent
prescribed by division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised
Code:

(iii) A deposit and disbursenent statement prescribed under
division (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code. An

An addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenent
that is filed by electronic neans of transm ssion er—en—cofrputer
di-sk pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be

filed in the sane manner as the statement. Fhe

The provisions of sections 3517.10 and, 3517.106, 3517.1011,

and 3517.1012 of the Revised Code pertaining to the filing of

statenments of contributions and expenditures and, statenments of

i ndependent expenditures, disclosure of electioneering

conmuni cations statenents, and deposit and di sbursenent statenents

by el ectroni c nmeans of transm ssion er—en——conputer—disk apply to

the filing of addenda, anendments, or other corrections to those
statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transni ssion e~—untit—Mirech—1-
2004—on—conputer—disk and the filing of anended statenments by
el ectroni c nmeans of transm ssion er—untit—Mareh 1. 2004—on
eonputer—disk.

(b) Wthin five business days after the secretary of state

receives, by electronic or other nmeans of transmni ssion, an
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addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenment or an

anended statenment under division (B)(3)(a) of this section, the
secretary of state, pursuant to divisions (E), (F), (Q, and (I)
of section 3517.106 or division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the

Revi sed Code, shall nake the contribution and expenditure,

contribution and di sbursement. or deposit and di sbursenent

information in that addendum anendnent, correction, or anended

statenent available online to the public through the internet.

(4) (a) The secretary of state or the board of el ections shal
exam ne all statements for conpliance with sections 3517.08 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(b) The secretary of state may contract with an individual or
entity not associated with the secretary of state and experienced
ininterpreting the campaign finance law of this state to conduct
exam nations of statenments filed by any statew de candi date, as
defined in section 3517.103 of the Revised Code.

(c) The examination shall be conducted by a person or entity
qualified to conduct it. The results of the exami nation shall be
avail able to the public, and, when the exam nation is conducted by
an individual or entity not associated with the secretary of
state, the results of the exam nation shall be reported to the

secretary of state.

(O(1) Inthe event of a failure to file or a late filing of
a statement required to be filed under sections 3517.081 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code,_ or if a filed statenent or any

addendum__anendnent, or other correction to the a statement or any

anended statenent, if an addendum_anendment. or other correction

or an amended statenent is required to be filed, is inconplete or

i naccurate or appears to disclose a failure to conply with or a
violation of law, the official whose duty it is to exani ne the

statenent shall pronptly file a conplaint with the Chio el ections
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conmmi ssi on under section 3517.153 of the Revised Code if the |aw
is one over which the conm ssion has jurisdiction to hear
complaints, or the official shall pronptly report the failure or
violation to the board of elections and the board shall pronptly
report it to the prosecuting attorney in accordance with division
(J) of section 3501.11 of the Revised Code. If the official files
a conplaint with the comm ssion, the conm ssion shall proceed in
accordance with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) For purposes of division (C (1) of this section, a

statenent or an addendum__anmendnent, or other correction to a

statenent or _an anended statenent required to be filed under
sections 3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code is inconplete or

i naccurate under this section if the statenent e+, addendum_

anmendnent, other correction, or anended statenent fails to

di scl ose substantially all contributions that are received froema
seduree—and—that or deposits that are made that are required to be
reported under sections 3517.10, 3517.107, and 3517.108_
3517.1011, and 3517.1012 of the Revised Code or if the statenent

or, addendum__anmendnent., other correction, or anmended st atenent

fails to disclose at |east ninety per cent of the total

contributions received or _deposits nmade or of the total

expendi tures or disbursenents nmade during the reporting period.

(D) No certificate of nomination or election shall be issued
to a person, and no person elected to an office shall enter upon
t he performance of the duties of that office, until that person or
that person's campaign comittee, as appropriate, has fully
complied with this section and sections 3517.08, 3517.081,
3517. 10, and 3517.13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.13. (A)(1) No canpaign commttee fer of a statew de

candi dat e whese——canhdi-dacy or—hRoemhation—or+—electi-on—wa Lo e

to—electorsthroughoutthe entire -state shall fail to file a
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conmpl ete and accurate statenent required under division (A) (1) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(2) No canpaign comittee of a statew de candi date shall fai
to file a conplete and accurate nonthly statement, and no canpai gn
conmttee of a statew de candidate or a candidate for the office
of chief justice or justice of the supreme court shall fail to
file a conplete and accurate two-busi ness-day statenent, as

requi red under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

As used in this division, "statew de candi date" has the sane

nmeaning as in division (F)(2) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(B) No canpaign comittee for—acandidatewhose candidacyfor

or—di-striet shall fail to file a conplete and accurate statenent
requi red under division (A (1) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(C No canpaign comittee shall fail to file a conplete and
accurate statenent required under division (A)(2) of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(D) No canmpaign committee shall fail to file a conplete and
accurate statenent required under division (A (3) or (4) of
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(E) No person other than a canpaign conmittee shall know ngly
fail to file a statenent required under section 3517.10 or
3517.107 of the Revised Code.

(F) No person shall make cash contributions to any person
totaling nore than one hundred dollars in each primary, special

or general election.

(G (1) No person shall know ngly conceal or m srepresent

contributions given or received, expenditures nade, or any other
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information required to be reported by a provision in sections
3517.08 to 3517.13 and 3517. 17 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) No person shall nake a contribution to a canpaign

conmttee, political action commttee, |egislative canpaign fund,

political party, or peliticalcontributingentity electioneering

communi cation committee in the name of another person.

(b) A person does not make a contribution in the nane of

anot her when either of the follow ng applies:

(i) An individual makes a contribution froma partnership or
ot her uni ncorporated busi ness account, if the contribution is
reported by listing both the name of the partnership or other
uni ncor por at ed busi ness and the nane of the partner or owner
maki ng the contribution as required under division (1) of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code.

(ii) A person nmakes a contribution in that person's spouse's

nane or in both of their nanes.

(H No person within this state, publishing a newspaper or
ot her periodical, shall charge a canpaign conmittee for politica
advertising a rate in excess of the rate such person woul d charge
if the canpaign committee were a general rate advertiser whose
advertising was directed to pronoting its business within the sane
area as that enconpassed by the particular office that the
candi date of the canpaign committee is seeking. The rate shal
take into account the amount of space used, as well as the type of
advertising copy submtted by or on behalf of the canpaign
committee. Al discount privileges otherwi se offered by a
newspaper or periodical to general rate advertisers shall be

avai |l abl e upon equal terns to all canpaign comittees.

No person within this state, operating a radio or television
station or network of stations in this state, shall charge a

canmpai gn committee for political broadcasts a rate that exceeds:
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(1) During the forty-five days preceding the date of a
primary el ection and during the sixty days preceding the date of a
general or special election in which the candi date of the canpaign
conmttee is seeking office, the |owest unit charge of the station

for the same class and anount of time for the same peri od;

(2) At any other tinme, the charges made for conparable use of

suech that station by its other users.

(1) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M, and (N of this
section, no agency or departnment of this state or any political
subdi vi sion shall award any contract, other than one |let by
conmpetitive bidding or a contract incidental to such contract or
which is by force account, for the purchase of goods costing nore
than five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five
hundred dollars to any individual, partnership, association,
including, without linmtation, a professional association
organi zed under Chapter 1785. of the Revised Code, estate, or
trust if the individual has nade or the individual's spouse has
made, or any partner, sharehol der, administrator, executor, or
trustees- or the spouses spouse of any of them has nmade, as an
individual, within the two previous cal endar years, one or nore
contributions totaling in excess of one thousand dollars to the
hol der of the public office having ultimate responsibility for the
award of the contract or to the public officer's canpaign

conm ttee.

(J) Subject to divisions (K), (L), (M, and (N of this
section, no agency or departnment of this state or any political
subdi vision shall award any contract, other than one |et by
conpetitive bidding or a contract incidental to such contract or
which is by force account, for the purchase of goods costing nore
than five hundred dollars or services costing nore than five
hundred dollars to a corporation or business trust, except a

prof essi onal associ ati on organi zed under Chapter 1785. of the
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Revi sed Code, if an owner of nobre than twenty per cent of the
corporation or business trust or the spouse of sueh that persons
has nade, as an individual, within the two previ ous cal endar
years, taking into consideration only owners for all of sueh that
period, one or nore contributions totaling in excess of one

t housand dollars to the holder of a public office having ultimte
responsibility for the award of the contract or to the public

of ficer's canpaign conmittee.

(K) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if
a public officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is
appoi nted by the governor, whether or not the appointnment is
subject to the advice and consent of the senate, excluding nenbers
of boards, comm ssions, conmttees, authorities, councils, boards
of trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the
governor, the office of the governor is considered to have

ultimate responsibility for the award of the contract.

(L) For purposes of divisions (I) and (J) of this section, if
a public officer who is responsible for the award of a contract is
appoi nted by the el ected chief executive officer of a nunicipal
corporation, or appointed by the elected chief executive officer
of a county operating under an alternative formof county
governnment or county charter, excludi ng nenbers of boards,
conm ssions, commttees, authorities, councils, boards of
trustees, task forces, and other such entities appointed by the
chi ef executive officer, the office of the chief executive officer
is considered to have ultimate responsibility for the award of the

contract.

(M(1) Dvisions (1) and (J) of this section do not apply to
contracts awarded by the board of conm ssioners of the sinking
fund, municipal legislative authorities, boards of education,
boards of county conmi ssioners, boards of township trustees, or

ot her boards, comm ssions, conmttees, authorities, councils,
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boards of trustees, task forces, and other such entities created
by law, by the suprenme court or courts of appeals, by county
courts consisting of nore than one judge, courts of comon pleas
consi sting of nore than one judge, or municipal courts consisting
of nore than one judge, or by a division of any court if the

di vi sion consists of nore than one judge. Brwision{M{L—of this
seet+on This division shall apply to the specified entity only if

the menbers of the entity act collectively in the award of a

contract for goods or services.

(2) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section do not apply to

actions of the controlling board.

(N)(1) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section apply to
contributions made to the holder of a public office having
ultimate responsibility for the award of a contract, or to the
public officer's canpaign commttee, during the tine the person
hol ds the office and during any tinme such person was a candi date
for the office. Fhese Those divisions do not apply to
contributions nade to, or to the canpaign conmittee of, a
candidate for or holder of the office other than the holder of the

office at the tine of the award of the contract.

(2) Divisions (1) and (J) of this section do not apply to
contributions of a partner, sharehol der, adm nistrator, executor,
trustee, or owner of nore than twenty per cent of a corporation or
busi ness trust nmade before the person held any of those positions
or after the person ceased to hold any of those positions in the
partnership, association, estate, trust, corporation, or business
trust whose eligibility to be awarded a contract is being
determ ned, nor to contributions of the person's spouse nade
before the person held any of those positions, after the person
ceased to hold any of those positions, before the two were
married, e+ after the granting of a decree of divorce, dissolution

of marriage, or auHH+y annulnent, or after the granting of an
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order in an action brought solely for |egal separation. Fhese
Those divisions do not apply to contributions of the spouse of an
i ndi vi dual whose eligibility to be awarded a contract is being
determ ned nade before the two were married, o after the granting
of a decree of divorce, dissolution of marriage, or AuH-Hty

annul rent, or after the granting of an order in an action brought

solely for | egal separation

(O No beneficiary of a canpaign fund or other person shal
convert for personal use, and no person shall knowingly give to a
beneficiary of a canpaign fund or any other person, for the
beneficiary's or any other person's personal use, anything of
value fromthe beneficiary's canpaign fund, including, wthout
[imtation, paynments to a beneficiary for services the beneficiary
personal |y performs, except as reinbursenment for any of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) Legitimate and verifiable prior canpaign expenses

i ncurred by the beneficiary;

(2) Legitimate and verifiabl e~ ordi nary- and necessary prior
expenses incurred by the beneficiary in connection with duties as
the holder of a public office, including, without linmitation,
expenses incurred through participation in nonpartisan or
bi partisan events if the participation of the holder of a public

of fice would normal ly be expected;

(3) Legitimate and verifiable ordinary and necessary prior

expenses incurred by the beneficiary while doing any of the
fol |l owi ng:

(a) Engaged Engaging in activities in support of or
opposition to a candidate other than the beneficiary, politica

party, or ballot issue;

(b) Raising funds for a political party, political action

commi ttee, peoliticalcontributingentity |egislative canpaign
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fund, canpaign comrittee, or other candi date;

(c) Participating in the activities of a political party,

political action commttee, peltical—eont+ributingentity—

| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, or canpaign commttee; or

(d) Attending a political party convention or other political

meet i ng.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred
whenever a beneficiary has either nade paynent or is obligated to
nmake paynent, as by the use of a credit card or other credit

procedure or by the use of goods or services received on account.

(P) No beneficiary of a canpaign fund shall know ngly accept,
and no person shall knowi ngly give to the beneficiary of a
canpai gn fund, reinbursenent for an expense under division (O of
this section to the extent that the expense previously was
rei mbursed or paid from another source of funds. If an expense is
rei mbursed under division (O of this section and is later paid or
rei mbursed, wholly or in part, from another source of funds, the
beneficiary shall repay the reinbursenment received under division
(O of this section to the extent of the paynent nade or

rei mbur senment received fromthe other source.

(Q No candidate or public official or enployee shall accept
for personal or business use anything of value froma politica
party, political action commttee, petiticalecontributingentity
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, or canpaign commttee other than the
candidate's or public official's or enployee's own canpaign
conm ttee, and no person shall knowi ngly give to a candi date or
public official or enployee anything of value froma politica
party, political action conmttee, poeHtical—econtributing—entity-
| egi sl ative canpai gn fund, or such a canpaign conmttee, except

for the follow ng:

(1) Reinbursenment for legitimate and verifiabl e~ ordi nary-
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and necessary prior expenses not otherw se prohibited by | aw
incurred by the candidate or public official or enployee while
engaged in any legitimate activity of the political party,
political action conmittee, polticalcontributingentity—

| egi sl ati ve canpai gn fund, or such canpaign conmmttee. Wt hout
limtation, reinbursable expenses under this division include

those incurred while doing any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Engaged Engaging in activities in support of or
opposition to another candidate, political party, or ballot issue;

(b) Raising funds for a political party, |egislative canpaign

fund, canpaign conmmittee, or another candidate; o+

(c) Attending a political party convention or other political

nmeet i ng.

(2) Conpensation not otherw se prohibited by | aw for actual
and val uabl e personal services rendered under a witten contract
to the political party, political action conmittee, pobtical
contributing—entity— | egislative canpaign fund, or such camnpai gn

committee for any legitimte activity of the political party,

political action conmittee, peoltical—contributingentity—

| egi sl ati ve canpai gn fund, or such campaign comittee.

Rei mbur sabl e expenses under this division do not include, and
it is aviolation of this division for a candidate or public
of ficial or enployee to accept, or for any person to know ngly
give to a candidate or public official or enployee froma
political party, political action conmittee, political
contributing—entity— | egislative canpaign fund, or canpaign
committee other than the candidate's or public official's or
enpl oyee's own canpai gn conmttee, anything of value for
activities primarily related to the candidate's or public
official's or enployee's own canpaign for election, except for

contributions to the candidate's or public official's or
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enpl oyee' s canpai gn comittee.

For purposes of this division, an expense is incurred
whenever a candidate or public official or enployee has either
nmade paynent or is obligated to nake paynent, as by the use of a
credit card or other credit procedure, or by the use of goods or

servi ces on account.

(R (1) Dvision (O or (P) of this section does not prohibit
a canpaign commttee from nmaki ng direct advance or post paynent
fromcontributions to vendors for goods and services for which
rei mbursenment is permitted under division (O of this section,
except that no canpaign committee shall pay its candi date or other
beneficiary for services personally perforned by the candi date or

ot her beneficiary.

(2) If any expense that may be rei nbursed under division (O,
(P), or (Q of this section is part of other expenses that nmay not
be paid or reinbursed, the separation of the two types of expenses
for the purpose of allocating for paynent or reinbursenent those
expenses that nay be paid or reinbursed may be by any reasonabl e
accounting nethod, considering all of the surrounding

Ci rcunst ances.

(3) For purposes of divisions (O, (P), and (Q of this
section, mleage allowance at a rate not greater than that all owed
by the internal revenue service at the tinme the travel occurs nmay
be paid instead of reinbursenment for actual travel expenses

al | owabl e.
(S)(1) As used in division (S) of this section:

(a) "State elective office" has the sane nmeaning as in
section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(b) "Federal office" neans a federal office as defined in the

Federal El ection Canpai gn Act.
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(c) "Federal canpaign comittee" neans a principal canpaign
committee or authorized comittee as defined in the Federal

El ecti on Canpai gn Act.

(2) No person who is a candidate for state elective office
and who previously sought nom nation or election to a federal
office shall transfer any funds or assets fromthat person's
federal canpaign committee for nomnation or election to the
federal office to that person's canpaign conmittee as a candi date

for state elective office.

(3) No canpaign comittee of a person who is a candidate for
state el ective office and who previously sought nom nation or
election to a federal office shall accept any funds or assets from
that person's federal canpaign committee for that person's

nom nation or election to the federal office.

(T)(1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(6)(c) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, a state or county politica
party shall not disburse noneys from any account other than a
state candidate fund to make contributions to any of the

foll ow ng:
(a) A state candi date fund;
(b) A legislative campaign fund;

(c) A canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the office of
governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer of state, attorney general, nmenber of the state

board of education, or nenber of the general assenbly.

(2) No state candidate fund, |egislative canmpaign fund, or
campai gn committee of a candidate for any office described in
division (T)(1)(c) of this section shall knowi ngly accept a

contribution in violation of division (T)(1) of this section.

(U No person shall fail to file the statenent required under
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section 3517.12 of the Revi sed Code.

(V) No canpaign comrittee shall fail to file a statenent
requi red under division (K)(3) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code.

(W (1) No foreign national shall, directly or indirectly
t hrough any other person or entity, make a contribution,
expendi ture, or independent expenditure or pronise, either

expressly or inplicitly, to make a contribution, expenditure, or

i ndependent expenditure in support of or opposition to a candidate

for any elective office in this state, including an office of a

political party.

(2) No candi date, canpaign comrittee, political action
conm ttee, poH-tiecal—econtributing—entity— | egislative canpaign
fund, state candidate fund, political party, or separate
segregated fund shall solicit or accept a contribution,
expendi ture, or independent expenditure froma foreign national.
The secretary of state may direct any candidate, comittee, fund,
entity— or party that accepts a contribution, expenditure, or
i ndependent expenditure in violation of this division to return
the contribution, expenditure, or independent expenditure or, if
it is not possible to return the contribution, expenditure, or
i ndependent expenditure, then to return instead the value of it,

to the contributor.

(3) As used in division (W of this section, "foreign

national" has the sanme neaning as in section 441e(b) of the

Federal Election Canpaign Act.

(X)(1) No state or county political party shall transfer any

noneys fromits restricted fund to any account of the political

party into which contributions may be nade or from which

contributions or expenditures nay be nmde.

(2)(a) No state or county political party shall deposit a

Page 150

4620

4621
4622
4623

4624
4625
4626
4627
4628
4629
4630

4631
4632
4633
4634
4635
4636
4637
4638
4639
4640
4641
4642

4643
4644
4645

4646
4647
4648
4649

4650



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

contribution or contributions that it receives into its restricted

f und.

(b) No state or county political party shall neke a

contribution or an expenditure fromits restricted fund.

(3)(a) No corporation or |abor organization shall nmake a gift

or gifts fromthe corporation's or | abor organi zation's npbney or

property aqggreqgating nore than ten thousand dollars to any one

state or county political party for the party's restricted fund in

a cal endar year

(b) No state or county political party shall accept a qgift or

gifts for the party's restricted fund aggregating nore than ten

thousand dollars fromany one corporation or |abor organization in

a _cal endar_year

(4) No state or county political party shall transfer any

noneys in the party's restricted fund to any other state or county

political party.

(5) No state or county political party shall know ngly fai

to file a statenent required under section 3517.1012 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3517.151. (A) On and after January 1, 1996, conplaints
Wth respect to acts or failures to act under the sections |isted
in division (A) of section 3517.153 of the Revised Code shall be
filed with the Chio el ections conm ssion created under section
3517. 152 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) If a conplaint filed with the Chio el ections
conmi ssion created under section 3517.152 of the Revised Code
al l eges an act or failure to act that occurred before August 24,
1995, and the conm ssion inposes a fine, sections 3517.99 and
3517.991 of the Revi sed Code, and not sections 3517.992 and
3517.993 of the Revised Code, shall apply.
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(2) If a conplaint filed with the Onhio el ections conm ssion
creat ed under section 3517.152 of the Revised Code all eges an act
or failure to act that is a violation of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code, forner divisions (A) to (R} of that section apply to
the act or failure to act if it occurred before August 24, 1995,
former divisions (A) to (U of that section apply to the act or
failure to act if it occurs on or after August 24, 1995, but
before July 13, 1998, forner divisions (A to (V) of that section

apply to the act or failure to act if it occurs on or after July

13, 1998, but before theeffectivedateof thisanmendrent Decenber

22, 1999, and fornmer divisions (A) to (W of that section apply to
the act or failure to act if it occurs on or after theeffective
date of thisamendrent Decenber 22, 1999, but before the effective

date of this anmendnent., and divisions (A) to (X) of that section

apply to the act or failure to act if it occurs on or after the

effective date of this anendnent.

(C) The GChio el ections conmission created under section
3517.14 of the Revised Code is abolished at the cl ose of business
on Decenber 31, 1995.

Sec. 3517.152. (A)(1) There is hereby created the GChio

el ections comr ssion consisting of seven nenbers.

Not later than forty-five days after August 24, 1995, the
speaker of the house of representatives and the | eader in the
senate of the political party of which the speaker is a nenber
shall jointly submt to the governor a list of five persons who
are affiliated with that political party. Not later than
forty-five days after August 24, 1995, the two |egislative |eaders
in the two houses of the general assenbly of the major political
party of which the speaker is not a nenber shall jointly submt to
the governor a list of five persons who are affiliated with the

maj or political party of which the speaker is not a nmenber. Not
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|ater than fifteen days after receiving each list, the governor
shal | appoint three persons fromeach list to the comm ssion. The
governor shall appoint one person fromeach |list to a termthat
ends on Decenber 31, 1996, one person fromeach list to a term
that ends on Decenber 31, 1997, and one person fromeach list to a
termthat ends on Decenber 31, 1998.

Not later than thirty days after the governor appoints these
six nmenbers, they shall, by a majority vote, appoint to the
conm ssion a seventh nenber, who shall not be affiliated with a
political party. If the six nmenbers fail to appoint the seventh
menber within this thirty-day period, the chief justice of the
suprene court, not later than thirty days after the end of the
period during which the six menbers were required to appoint a
nmenber, shall appoint the seventh nmenber, who shall not be
affiliated with a political party. The seventh nenber shall be
appointed to a termthat ends on Decenber 31, 2001. Terns of the
initial nenbers appointed under this division begin on January 1,
1996.

(2) If a vacancy occurs in the position of the seventh
menber, who is not affiliated with a political party, the six
remai ning nenbers by a npjority vote shall appoint, not |ater than
forty-five days after the date of the vacancy, the seventh nmenber
of the comi ssion, who shall not be affiliated with a political
party. |If these nenbers fail to appoint the seventh nmenber within
this forty-five-day period, the chief justice of the suprene
court, within fifteen days after the end of this period, shal
appoi nt the seventh nenber, who shall not be affiliated with a
political party. If a vacancy occurs in any of the other six
positions on the comm ssion, the |egislative | eaders of the
political party fromwhose |ist of persons the nmenber being
repl aced was appoi nted shall submit to the governor, not |ater

than thirty days after the date of the vacancy, a list of three
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persons who are affiliated with that political party. Not |ater
than fifteen days after receiving the list, the governor, with the
advi ce and consent of the senate, shall appoint one person from

the list to the conm ssion.

(3) At no tine shall nore than six nmenbers of the comn ssion
be affiliated with a political party, and, of these six menbers,
not nore than three shall be affiliated with the sane politica

party.

(4) I'n making appoi ntnents to the conmi ssion, the governor
shall take into consideration the various geographic areas of this
state and shall appoint nenbers so that those areas are
represented on the commi ssion in a bal anced manner, to the extent

f easi bl e.

(5 Menbers of the conm ssion shall be registered el ectors

and shall be of good noral character.

(B) Each nenber of the Ghio elections conmission shall hold

office fromthe date of the nenber's appointnent until the end of
the termfor which the menber was appoi nted. A nenber appointed to
fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the termfor
whi ch the nmenber's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for
the remai nder of that term A nenber shall continue in office
subsequent to the expiration date of the nenber's termuntil the
menber's successor takes office or until a period of sixty days
has el apsed, whichever occurs first. After the initial ternms of

of fice provided for in division (A)(1) of this section, terns of

of fice shall be for five years.

(© A vacancy in the Chio el ections conm ssion nmay be caused
by death, resignation, or three absences from conm ssion mneetings
in a calendar year if those absences are caused by reasons
declared invalid by a vote of five nenbers of the renaining

menbers of the comm ssion
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(D) Each nenber of the Ghio elections conmission while in the
performance of the business of the commission shall be entitled to
recei ve conpensation at the rate of twenty-five thousand dollars
per year. Menbers shall be reinbursed for expenses actually and

necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.

(E) No nmenmber of the Ohio elections comm ssion shall serve

nore than one full termunless the terns served are served

nonconsecuti vely.

(F)(1) No nenber of the Chio elections comission shall do or

be any of the follow ng:
(a) Hold, or be a candidate for, a public office;

(b) Serve on a conmmittee supporting or opposing a candi date

or ballot question or issue;

(c) Be an officer of the state central comrittee, a county
central conmittee, or a district, city, township, or other
committee of a political party or an officer of the executive
committee of the state central conmittee, a county centra
committee, or a district, city, township, or other conmttee of a

political party;

(d) Be a legislative agent as defined in section 101. 70 of
the Revised Code or an executive agency | obbyist as defined in
section 121.60 of the Revi sed Code;

(e) Solicit or be involved in soliciting contributions on

behal f of a candi date, canpaign conmittee, political party, or

political action comm ttee—er—poetical—eont+ributing—entity,

(f) Be in the unclassified service under section 124.11 of
t he Revi sed Code;

(g) Be a person or enployee described in divisions (C (1) to
(15) of section 4117.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) No nenber or enployee of the comission shall make a

Page 155

4775
4776
4777
4778
4779

4780
4781
4782

4783
4784

4785

4786
4787

4788
4789
4790
4791
4792
4793

4794
4795
4796

4797
4798
4799

4800
4801

4802
4803

4804



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

contribution to, or for the benefit of, a canpaign commttee or
committee in support of or opposition to a ballot question or
issue, a political party, a legislative canpaign fund, or a

political action conmittee—er—apotiticalcontributingentity.

(G (1) The menbers of the Chio el ections comm ssion shal

el ect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson. At no time shall the
chai rperson and vice-chairperson be affiliated with the sane
political party. The chairperson shall serve in that capacity for
one year and shall not serve as chairperson nore than tw ce during
a termas a nmenber of the conm ssion. No two successive

chai rpersons shall be affiliated with the same political party.

(2) The conmi ssion shall neet at the call of the chairperson
or upon the witten request of a majority of the nenbers. The
neetings and hearings of the conmm ssion or a panel of the
conmmi ssi on under sections 3517.153 to 3517. 157 of the Revised Code
are subject to section 121.22 of the Revised Code.

(3) The conmission shall adopt rules for its procedures in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. Five of the
seven nmenbers constitute a quorum Except as otherw se provided in
this section and in sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revised
Code, no action shall be taken wi thout the concurrence of a

majority of the menbers.

(H (1) The Ghio elections conm ssion shall enploy the

technical, professional, and clerical enployees that are necessary

for it to carry out its duties.

(2)(a) Notw thstanding section 109.02 of the Revised Code,
the commi ssion shall enploy a full-tinme attorney, and, as needed,
one or nore investigatory attorneys to conduct investigations for
the comm ssion or a panel of the conm ssion. The commi ssion nmay
enpl oy or contract for the services of additional attorneys, as

needed. The full-tine attorney shall do all of the follow ng:
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(i) Serve as the conmission's attorney in regard to all |ega
matters, including representing the conmi ssion at appeals froma
final deternination of the comm ssion, except that the full-tine
attorney shall not performthe duties that an investigatory
attorney is required or requested to performor that another
attorney the conmm ssion enploys or contracts with for services is
required or requested to perform and shall not represent the
commi ssion in any |egal proceeding in which the comrssionis a

naned party;

(ii) At the request of the conmi ssion or a panel of the
conmmi ssion, be present at a hearing held under sections 3517. 154
to 3517.156 of the Revised Code to rule on the admissibility of

evi dence and to advi se on the conduct of procedure;

(iii) Performother duties as required by rule of the

conmi ssi on.

(b) An attorney enployed by or under contract with the

conmm ssion shall be licensed to practice lawin this state.

(3)(a) Except as otherw se provided in division (H)(3)(b) of
this section, at |least five nmenbers of the comm ssion shall agree
on the enploynment of a person, a majority of the menbers shal
agree on the discharge of an enpl oyee, and a person enpl oyed by

the commi ssion shall serve at the pleasure of the conm ssion

(b) At least five of the seven nenbers shall agree on the

di scharge of an investigatory attorney.

(1) There is hereby created in the state treasury the Chio

el ections commi ssion fund. Al noneys credited to the fund shal

be used solely for the purpose of paying expenses related to the

operation of the Chio el ections conm SSion.

Sec. 3517.154. (A)(1) The full-tinme attorney for the Ghio

el ections conmission shall review each conplaint filed with the
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conmm ssi on under section 3517.153 of the Revi sed Code, shall
determ ne the nature of the conplaint, and, unless division
(A)(2)(a) of this section requires that the conplaint receive an
aut omati ¢ expedi ted hearing, shall nmake a reconmendation to the
commi ssion for its disposition, in accordance with this section.
The attorney shall nmake the determ nation and the recommendati on,
if required, not later than one business day after the conplaint

is filed.

(2)(a) If the attorney determines that the conplaint sets
forth a violation of division (B) of section 3517.21 or division
(B) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code and that the conplaint
is filed during one of the periods of tine specified in division
(B) (1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, or that the

conplaint sets forth a violation of section 3517.103 of the

Revi sed Code or a violation described in division (D) of section

3517.1010 of the Revised Code, the conplaint shall receive an
automati ¢ expedi ted hearing under section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code.

(b) If the attorney deternines that the conplaint sets forth
a failure to conmply with or a violation of division (@, (1), (J),
(O, (P), or (Q of section 3517.13, division (A) of section
3517.21, or division (A) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code
and that the conplaint is filed during one of the periods of tine
specified in division (B)(1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code, the attorney shall reconmend to the conmission that the
conmpl ai nt receive an expedited hearing under section 3517.156 of

t he Revised Code, and the conplaint shall receive such a hearing.

(c) If the attorney determines that the conplaint sets forth
a failure to conply with or a violation of a section of the
Revi sed Code over which the comm ssion has jurisdiction to hear
conmpl aints other than the sections described in divisions

(A)(2)(a) and (b) of this section, and unless the attorney nakes a
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determ nation as provided for in division (A)(3) of this section,
the attorney shall recommend to the comission that the conpl aint
be submitted to the comm ssion under section 3517.155 of the

Revi sed Code. After the attorney makes that recomendation, the
attorney shall notify all parties to the conplaint of the

attorney's recomendati on.

(3)(a) If a conplaint sets forth a failure to conply with or
a violation of a section of the Revised Code over which the
conmmi ssion has jurisdiction to hear conplaints other than the
sections described in divisions (A)(2)(a) and (b) of this section
and if the conplaint is filed during one of the periods of tine
specified in division (B)(1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code, the attorney may determine that the conplaint should receive
an expedited hearing under that section. The attorney shall make

that determ nation by considering one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(i) The nunber of prior failures to conply with or violations
of Title XXXV of the Revised Code that the person or entity
agai nst whom the conpl ai nt has been brought has comitted and any
prior penalties the conm ssion has inposed on the person or

entity;

(ii) If the conplaint involves a statenent required to be
filed under section 3517.10, division (E) of section 3517.102, or
section 3517.103, 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108, e+ 3517.109,
3517.1011, or 3517.1012 of the Revised Code or an addendum
required to be filed under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code

that is filed late, howlate the filing is and how nuch tinme has
el apsed between the deadline for filing the statenment or addendum

and the filing of the conplaint;

(iii) If the conmplaint involves contributions e~ and

expendi tures, contributions and di sbursenents, or deposits and

di sbursenents required to be reported under section 3517. 10,
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division (E) of section 3517.102, or section 3517.105, 3517.107,
3517.108, e+ 3517.109, 3517.1011, or 3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code

that are either not reported or reported | ate, the nunber of

contributions e~ and expenditures, contributions and

di sbursenments, or deposits and di sbursenents not reported or how

| ate they were reported;

(iv) If the conplaint involves contributions required to be
reported by a canpaign conmittee under section 3517.10, division
(E) of section 3517.102, or section 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108,
or 3517.109 of the Revised Code that are not reported, whether any
of the contributors of the contributions not reported have a
personal or professional relationship with the canpaign

conmi ttee's candi dat e;

(v) If the conplaint involves a statenment required to be
filed under section 3517.10, division (E) of section 3517.102, or
section 3517.103, 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108, e+ 3517.109,
3517.1011, or 3517.1012 of the Revised Code that is inconplete,
the degree to which it is inconplete;

(vi) I'f the conplaint involves the receipt of contributions
in violation of section 3599.03 of the Revised Code, the dollar
amount and nunber of contributions received in violation of that

secti on;

(vii) If the conplaint involves a failure to nmake the
identification or a misstatenment of the identification required
under section 3517.105 or 3517.20 of the Revised Code, whether the

failure or nisstatenent was purposely nade;

(viii) If the conplaint sets forth a failure to conply with
or a violation of a section of the Revised Code described in
division (A)(2)(c) of this section, whether the person or entity
agai nst whom the conpl ai nt has been made has committed nore than

one such failure or violation within a reasonabl e anbunt of tine,
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or whether the curul ative nature of the failures or violations

i ndicates a systenmatic disregard for the | aw

(b) Prior to making a determi nation under division (A)(3)(a)
of this section that the conplaint should receive an expedited
heari ng under section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, the attorney
shall take into consideration the nunber of panels of the
comm ssion that have cases pending before them and the nunber of
cases pendi ng before the panels and shall not nake a determnation

that will place an undue burden on a panel of the conm ssion

(c) If the attorney deternines that the conplaint should
recei ve an expedited hearing under section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code, the attorney shall reconmend to the conmission that the
conpl aint receive an expedited hearing, and, if a majority of the
nmenbers of the commi ssion agrees with the recomendation, the

conmpl ai nt shall receive an expedited hearing under that section.

(4) The attorney may join two or nore conplaints if the
attorney deternmines that the allegations in each conplaint are of
the same or simlar character, are based on the sane act or
failure to act, or are based on two or nore acts or failures to
act constituting parts of a common schene or plan. If one
conpl aint contains two or nore allegations, the attorney may
separate the allegations if they are not of the sane or simlar
character, if they are not based on the sane act or failure to
act, or if they are not based on two or nore acts or failures to
act constituting parts of a common schene or plan. If the attorney
separates the allegations in a conplaint, the attorney may make
separate reconmendati ons under division (A)(2) or (3) of this

section for each allegation.

(B) Whenever a person or other entity files a conplaint with
the commi ssion setting forth a failure to conply with or a

violation of a section of the Revised Code as described in
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division (A (2)(c) of this section and the conplaint is filed
during one of the periods of tine specified in division (B)(1) of
section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, the person or entity may
request an expedited hearing under that section at the tine the
conplaint is filed. The attorney for the conm ssion shall inform
t he nenbers of the conm ssion of that request at the tine the
attorney nakes a reconmendation under division (A) of this
section. The comnri ssion may grant the request for an expedited
hearing under this division if it determnes that an expedited

hearing is practicable.

Sec. 3517.155. (A)(1l) Except as otherwi se provided in
division (B) of this section, the Chio elections conm ssion shal
hold its first hearing on a conplaint filed with it, other than a
conpl aint that receives an expedited hearing under section
3517.156 of the Revised Code, not |ater than ninety business days
after the conplaint is filed unless the comm ssion has good cause
to hold the hearing after that time, in which case it shall hold
the hearing not |later than one hundred ei ghty busi ness days after
the conplaint is filed. At the hearing, the conm ssion shall

determ ne whether or not the failure to act or the violation

all eged in the conplaint has occurred and shall do only one of the

foll owi ng, except as otherwi se provided in division (B) of this
section or in division (B) of section 3517.151 of the Revised
Code:

(a) Enter a finding that good cause has been shown not to
i mpose a fine or not to refer the matter to the appropriate

pr osecut or;
(b) Inmpose a fine under section 3517.993 of the Revi sed Code;
(c) Refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor;

(d) Direct the secretary of state or appropriate board of
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el ections with the authority to certify a candidate to the ball ot
to renove a candidate's nane fromthe ballot if the candidate is
barred fromthe ballot under division (D) of section 3517.1010 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) As used in division (A) of this section, "appropriate
prosecutor” neans a prosecutor as defined in section 2935.01 of

the Revised Code and either of the foll ow ng:

(a) In the case of a failure to conply with or a violation of
I aw i nvol ving a canpaign comrittee or the conmmittee's candidate, a
political party, a legislative canpaign fund, or a political
action comittee, er—a—politicalcontributingentity— that is
required to file a statenment of contributions and expenditures
with the secretary of state under division (A) of section 3517.11

of the Revised Code, the prosecutor of Franklin county;

(b) In the case of a failure to conply with or a violation of
| aw i nvol ving any ot her campaign committee or comittee's
candi date, or any other political party or political action
conmttee, either of the follow ng as determi ned by the

conmi ssi on:
(i) The prosecutor of Franklin county;

(ii) The prosecutor of the county in which the candi dacy or
bal | ot question or issue is submitted to the electors or, if it is
subnitted in nore than one county, the nost popul ous of those

counti es.

(B) If the conmm ssion decides that the evidence is
insufficient for it to determ ne whether or not the failure to act
or the violation alleged in the conplaint has occurred, the
comri ssion, by the affirmative vote of five nenbers, may request
that an investigatory attorney investigate the conplaint. Upon
that request, an investigatory attorney shall make an

i nvestigation in order to produce sufficient evidence for the
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conmi ssion to decide the natter. |f the conmi ssion requests an
i nvestigation under this division, for good cause shown by the
i nvestigatory attorney, the comm ssion may extend by sixty days
the deadline for holding its first hearing on the conplaint as

required in division (A) of this section

(C© The conmission shall take one of the actions required
under division (A of this section not later than thirty days

after the close of all the evidence presented.

(D) (1) The conmi ssion shall make any finding of a failure to
comply with or a violation of lawin regard to a conpl aint that
all eges a violation of division (D) of section 3517.1010, division
(A) or (B) of section 3517.21, or division (A) or (B) of section
3517.22 of the Revised Code by clear and convincing evidence. The
comr ssion shall make any finding of a failure to conply with or a
violation of law in regard to any other conplaint by a

preponderance of the evidence.

(2) If the commission finds a violation of division (B) of
section 3517.21 or division (B) of section 3517.22 of the Revised
Code, it shall refer the matter to the appropriate prosecutor
under division (A)(1)(c) of this section and shall not inpose a
fine under division (A (1)(b) of this section or section 3517.993
of the Revised Code.

(E) I'n an action before the comm ssion or a panel of the
commi ssion, if the allegations of the conplainant are not proved,
and the commi ssion takes the action described in division
(A)(1)(a) of this section or a panel of the conm ssion takes the
action described in division (C (1) of section 3517.156 of the
Revi sed Code, the conmi ssion or a panel of the comm ssion nay find
that the conplaint is frivolous, and, if the conm ssion or panel
so finds, the conm ssion shall order the conplainant to pay

reasonabl e attorney's fees and to pay the costs of the conm ssion
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or panel as deternmined by a majority of the nenbers of the

conmmi ssion. The costs paid to the comm ssion or panel under this
di vi sion shall be deposited into the Chio el ections com ssion

f und.

Sec. 3517.16. (A) There is hereby created in the state
treasury the Ohio political party fund. Al noneys received as a
result of individuals exercising the checkoff option on their
state income tax returns provided for in section 5747.081 of the
Revi sed Code shall be deposited in this the fund. The tax

conmmi ssi oner shall pay noney fromthe fund only to the auditor of

state.

(B)(1) The auditor of state shall retain sufficient funds

fromthe noneys in the Chio political party fund to pay any costs

the auditor of state incurs in conducting audits under section
3517.17 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) After the costs of audits are deducted under division

(B)(1) of this section, the auditor of state shall pay any noneys

remaining in the fund only to political parties qualifying for
them under division (B) of section 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.17. (A) At the beginning of each cal endar quarter

after the costs of audits are deducted under division (B)(1) of

section 3517.16 of the Revised Code, the auditor of state shal

di vi de any remmining noneys that have accrued in the Chio
political party fund during the previous quarter shal—be divided

equally anong all qualified political parties in the follow ng

manner. O the public noneys to which a party is entitled:

(1) One-half shall be paid to the treasurer of the state

executive comrittee of the party;

(2) One-half shall be distributed to the treasurer of each

county executive commttee of the various counties in accordance
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with the ratio that the nunber of checkoffs in each county bears
to the total nunber of checkoffs, as determined by the tax

conmi ssi oner.

Each party treasurer receiving public noneys fromthe Chio

political party fund shall deposit those noneys into the party's

restricted fund created under section 3517.1012 of the Revised
Code, shall expend and mmi ntai n sueh those noneys ih—an—account

separate—fromal—other—assets—of the politicalparty subject to

the requirenments of that section and section 3517.18 of the

Revi sed Code, and shall file deposit and di sbursenent statenents

of contributions—and expenditures as required by seetions 351710

and—351711 division (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code.
I : . : I (i I

hall file | itk ot : I I
: , . ot il I
hall file | AN , I | of e . .
" I il ed chall ol Ly indi I :
pubH-ec—rpheys—+eceivred—and—the—rannrer—ef—their—expendi-ture— The

auditor of state shall annually audit the deposit and di sbursenent

statements of the state commttee of a political party that has

received is eligible to receive public noneys collected during the

previous year, to ascertain that sueh all noneys in the party's

restricted fund are expended in accordance with |aw. The auditor

of state shall audit the deposit and di sbursenent statenents of

each county conmittee of such a political party to ascertain that

all nmoneys in the party's restricted fund are expended in

accordance with |law at the time of the public office audit of that

county under Chapter 117. of the Revi sed Code.

(B) Only major political parties, as defined in section
3501. 01 of the Revised Code, nay apply for public noneys fromthe
Ohio political party fund. At the end of each even-nunbered

cal endar year, the secretary of state shall announce the nanes of
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all such political parties, indicating that they may apply to
receive such noneys during the ensuing two years. Any politica
party naned at this tinme nay, not later than the | ast day of
January of the ensuing odd- nunbered year, nmake application with
the tax—ecomrssioner auditor of state to receive public noneys. Ne

A political party that fails to nmake a tinely application shal
not receive public nmoneys during that two-year period. The tax

comm-ssioner auditor of state shall prescribe an appropriate

application form Mneys fromthe fund shall be provided during
the appropriate two-year period to each political party that makes

atimely application in accordance with this division.

Sec. 3517.20. (A) (1) As used in divisien{Arof this section

(a) "Political publication for or against a candi date" neans
a notice, placard, advertisenent, sanple ballot, brochure, flyer,
direct mailer, or any other formof general publication that is
desi gned to pronote the nom nation, election, or defeat of a

candi dat e.

(b) "Political publication for or against an issue" neans a
notice, placard, advertisenment, sanple ballot, brochure, flyer,
direct mailer, or any other formof general publication that is
desi gned to pronote the adoption or defeat of a ballot issue or

guestion or to influence the voters in an el ection.

(c) "Public political advertising" neans newspapers,
nmagazi nes, outdoor advertising facilities, direct mailings, or
other sinmilar types of general public political advertising, or

flyers, handbills, or other nonperiodical printed matter.

(d) "Statew de candi date" has the sane nmeaning as in section
3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(e) "Legislative candidate" means a candi date for the office
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of menber of the general assenbly.

(f) "Local candi date" nmeans a candidate for an el ective

of fice of a political subdivision of this state.

(g9) "Legislative canpaign fund" has the sane neaning as in
section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

(h) "Limted political action commttee" nmeans a politica

action commttee of fewer than ten nenbers.

- "Designated anount” mnmeans one hundred dollars in the case

of a local candidate or a local ballot issue, two hundred fifty
dollars in the case of a legislative candidate, or five hundred
dollars in the case of a statew de candidate or a statew de ball ot

i ssue.

Ha-(j) "To issue" includes to print, post, distribute,
reproduce for distribution, or cause to be issued, printed,

posted, distributed, or reproduced for distribution.

(k) "Tel ephone bank" neans nore than five hundred tel ephone

calls of an identical or substantially simlar nature within any

thirty-day period, whether those tel ephone calls are nade by

i ndividual callers or by recordinag.

(2) No candi date, canpaign conmittee, |egislative canpaign
fund, political party, or other entity, except a political action
commi ttee er—politicalcontributingentity, shall issue a form of
political publication for or against a candidate, or shall nake an
expendi ture for the purpose of financing political conmunications
in support of or opposition to a candidate through public
political advertising, unless the name and residence or business
address of the candidate or the chairperson, treasurer, or

secretary of the canpaign comrttee, |egislative canpaign fund,
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political party, or other entity that issues or otherwise is
responsi ble for that political publication or that nakes an
expenditure for that political conmunication appears in a
conspi cuous place on that political publication or is contained

within that political conmunication

(3) No limted political action commttee er—mted
potical—contributing—entity shall do either of the follow ng
unl ess the nanme and residence or business address of the
chairperson, treasurer, or secretary of the linmted politica
action comittee er—tiwted politicalcontributingentity involved
appears in a conspicuous place in the political publication for or
agai nst a candi date described in division (A)(3)(a) of this
section or is contained within the political conmmunication
described in division (A)(3)(b) of this section:

(a) Issue a formof political publication for or against a
candi date that costs in excess of the designated anount or that is
i ssued in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the
request or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign comittee, a
| egi slative canpaign fund, a political party, a political action
committee with ten or nore nenbers, a—poeliticalcontributing
entHty—wth-tenornprenerbers— or a limted political action
conmi ttee er—t+mted politicalcontributingentity that spends in

excess of the designated anbunt on a related or the sane or

simlar political publication for or against a candi date;

(b) Make an expenditure in excess of the designated anount in
support of or opposition to a candidate or nake an expenditure in
cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or
suggestion of, a candidate, a canpaign commttee, a |legislative
canpai gn fund, a political party, a political action committee

with ten or nore nenbers, a—potiticalcontributingentitywithten
or—rpre—nwenrbers,- or a linmited political action conmittee er

H-mted—poltical—cont+ributing—entity that spends in excess of the
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desi gnat ed anount in support of or opposition to the sane

candi date, for the purpose of financing political comrunications
in support of or opposition to that candidate through public

political advertising.

(4) No political action conmittee with ten or nore nenbers

I Litical bt . ) I
shall issue a formof political publication for or against a
candi date, or shall nmake an expenditure for the purpose of
financing political communications in support of or opposition to
a candi date through public political advertising, unless the nane
and residence or business address of the chairperson, treasurer,
or secretary of the political action comrittee er—political
eontrbutthrg—enti+ty that issues or otherwise is responsible for
that political publication or that nakes an expenditure for that
political comrunication through public political advertising
appears in a conspicuous place in that political publication or is

contained within that political comunication

(5) No corporation, |abor organization, canpaign conmttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, or other entity,
except a political action committee, shall issue a form of
political publication for or against an issue, or shall nmake an
expendi ture for the purpose of financing political conmunications
in support of or opposition to a ballot issue or question through
public political advertising, unless the name and residence or
busi ness address of the chairperson, treasurer, or secretary of
the corporation, |abor organization, canpaign commttee,
| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund, political party, or other entity that
i ssues or otherwise is responsible for that political publication
or that makes an expenditure for that political comunication
through public political advertising appears in a conspi cuous
place in that political publication or is contained within that

political comrunication
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(6) No limted political action committee shall do either of
the follow ng unl ess the nane and resi dence or business address of
the chairperson, treasurer, or secretary of the limted politica
action committee invol ved appears in a conspi cuous place in the
political publication for or against a ballot issue described in
division (A)(6)(a) of this section or is contained within the
political comunication described in division (A)(6)(b) of this

section:

(a) Issue a formof political publication for or against a
bal l ot issue that costs in excess of the designated anount or that
is issued in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the
request or suggestion of, a candidate, a canmpaign comittee, a
| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund, a political party, a political action
comrittee with ten or nore nmenbers, or a linmted political action
committee that spends in excess of the designated amount for a
related or the sane or simlar political publication for or

agai nst an i ssue;

(b) Make an expenditure in excess of the designated anount in
support of or opposition to a ballot issue or make an expenditure
in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request
or suggestion of, a candidate, a campaign conmittee, a |legislative
canmpai gn fund, a political party, a political action conmttee
with ten or nore nenbers, or a linmted political action conmittee
that spends in excess of the designated anount in support of or
opposition to the sane ballot issue, for the purpose of financing
political comrunications in support of or opposition to that

bal | ot issue through public political advertising.

(7) No political action conmittee with ten or nore nenbers
shall issue a formof political publication for or against an
i ssue, or shall make an expenditure for the purpose of financing
political comrunications in support of or opposition to a ball ot

i ssue or question through public political advertising, unless the
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nane and residence or business address of the chairperson,
treasurer, or secretary of the political action committee that

i ssues or otherwise is responsible for that political publication
or that nakes an expenditure for that political comrunication
appears in a conspicuous place in that political publication or is

contained within that political communication

(8) The disclainmer "paid political advertisenent" is not

sufficient to nmeet the requirenments of this section

(9) If the political publication described in division (A) of
this section is issued by the regularly constituted central or
executive conmittee of a political party that is organi zed as

provi ded i n Ghapter—35++—oftheRevised—Code this chapter, it

shall be sufficiently identified if it bears the nanme of the

comrittee and its chairperson or treasurer.

(10) If nore than one piece of printed matter or printed
political communications are mailed as a single packet, the
requirements of division (A) of this section are net if one of the
pi eces of printed matter or printed political comrunications in
t he packet contains the nanme and residence or business address of
the chai rperson, treasurer, or secretary of the organi zation or
entity that issues or is responsible for the printed matter or

other printed political comrunications.

(11) This section does not apply to the transnmittal of
personal correspondence that is not reproduced by machi ne for

general distribution

(12) The secretary of state, by rule, nmay exenpt fromthe
requi rements of this section, printed matter and certain other
ki nds of printed comruni cati ons such as campai gn buttons,
bal | oons, pencils, or simlar itens, the size or nature of which

makes it unreasonable to add an identification or disclainer.

(13) The disclainmer or identification described in division

Page 172

5301
5302
5303
5304
5305
5306

5307
5308

5309
5310
5311
5312
5313
5314

5315
5316
5317
5318
5319
5320
5321
5322

5323
5324
5325

5326
5327
5328
5329
5330

5331



H.B.No. 1
As Introduced

(A) of this section, when paid for by a canpaign conmittee, shal
be identified by the words "paid for by" followed by the nane and
address of the canpaign comittee and the appropriate officer of
the committee, identified by name and title. The identification or
di scl ai mer may use reasonabl e abbrevi ations for common terns such

as "treasurer" or "conmmttee"

(B)(1) No candi date, canpaign conmittee, |egislative canpaign
fund, political contributing entity, political party, political
action committee, limted political action commttee, poeHtieal

byt v i I Litical bt v or
other entity shall utter or cause to be uttered, over the
broadcasting facilities of any radio or television station within
this state, any comuni cation that is designed to pronote the
nom nation, election, or defeat of a candidate, or the adoption or
defeat of an issue or to influence the voters in an el ection
unl ess the speaker identifies the speaker with the speaker's nane
and residence address or unless the comunication identifies the
chairperson, treasurer, or secretary of the organization
responsi ble for the comunication with the nanme and residence or
busi ness address of that officer, except that comrunications by
radi o need not broadcast the residence or business address of the
of ficer. However, a radio station, for a period of at |east six
nont hs, shall keep the residence or business address on file and

divulge it to any person upon request.

No person operating a broadcast station or an organ of
printed nedia shall broadcast or print a paid political
conmmuni cation that does not contain the identification required by

this section.

(2) Division (B) of this section does not apply to any
communi cati ons made on behalf of a radio or television station or
network by any enpl oyee of such radio or television station or

network while acting in the course of the enpl oyee's enpl oynent.
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(3) No candidate or entity described in division (B)(1) of
this section shall use or cause to be used a false, fictitious, or
fraudul ent nane or address in the making or issuing of a
publ i cation or conmmunication included within the provisions of

this section.

(© No candidate, canpaign conmittee, legislative canpaign

fund, political party, political action commttee, limted

political action committee, or other person or entity shal

conduct a tel ephone bank for the purpose of pronpting the

noni nation, election, or defeat of a candidate or the adoption or

defeat of an issue or to influence the voters in an el ection

unl ess the call includes a disclainer that identifies the nane of

the candi date, canpaign committee, |eqislative canpaign fund,

political party, political action commttee, limted political

action comm ttee, or other person or entity paying for the

t el ephone bank.

(D) Before a prosecution nay comrence under this section, a
conmplaint shall be filed with the Onio elections comm ssion under
section 3517. 153 of the Revised Code. After the conplaint is
filed, the conmi ssion shall proceed in accordance with sections
3517. 154 to 3517. 157 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.23. The secretary of state shall adopt rules in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that are
necessary for the administration and enforcenent of sections
3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and
3599. 031 of the Revised Code and shall provide each candi date,
political action commttee, |egislative canpaign fund, political

party, and peHtiecal—contributing—entity el ectioneering

comruni cation conmttee with witten instructions and expl anati ons

in order to ensure conpliance with sections 3517.08 to 3517. 13,
3517.17, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599. 031 of the
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Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3517.992. This section establishes penalties only with
respect to acts or failures to act that occur on and after August
24, 1995.

(A) (1) A candidate whose canpai gn comm ttee violates division
(A, (B, (O, (D, or (V) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code,
or a treasurer of a canpaign conmttee who violates any of those
di visions, shall be fined not nore than one hundred dollars for

each day of violation.

(2) Whoever violates division (E) or (X)(5) of section
3517. 13 of the Revised Code shall be fined not npre than one

hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(B) Apolitical party that violates division (F)(1) of
section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than

one hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(O Whoever violates division (F)(2) of section 3517.101 or
division (G of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined
not nore than ten thousand dollars or, if the offender is a person
who was nominated or elected to public office, shall forfeit the
nom nation or the office to which the offender was el ected, or
bot h.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than three tines the anpunt

contri but ed.

(E) Whoever violates division (H) of section 3517.13 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one hundred doll ars.

(F) Woever violates division (O, (P), or (Q of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the

first degree.

(G A state or county committee of a political party that
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violates division (B)(1) of section 3517.18 of the Revised Code
shall be fined not nore than twi ce the anmount of the inproper

expendi t ure.

(H A state or county political party that violates division
(G of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be fined not

nore than twi ce the anount of the inproper expenditure or use.

(1)(1) Any individual who violates division (B)(1) of section
3517.102 of the Revised Code and knows that the contribution the
i ndi vi dual makes viol ates that division shall be fined an anount
equal to three tinmes the anmount contributed in excess of the

anmount pernitted by that division.

(2) Any political action commttee that violates division
(B)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt contributed in excess of

the anount pernitted by that division.

(3) Any canpaign conmittee that violates division (B)(3) or
(5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anount contributed in excess of

the anmount pernitted by that division.

(4)(a) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt transferred or contributed

in excess of the anount permitted by that division, as applicable.

(b) Any state political party, county political party, or
state candidate fund of a state political party or county
political party that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code shall be fined an anmount equal to three tinmes
t he anmount transferred or contributed in excess of the anount

permtted by that division, as applicable.

; Litieal bt : ol Lo
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: : :
, L lvision.

(5) Any political party that violates division (B)(4) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount
equal to three times the anount contributed in excess of the

anount permtted by that division.

(6) Notwi thstanding divisions (1)(1), (2), (3), (4), and (5)
of this section, no violation of division (B) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer parties to the Ohio elections conm ssion, if the anmount
transferred or contributed in excess of the anpbunt pernitted by

that division neets either of the foll owing conditions:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five business days after

it is accepted.

(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business
day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the pernitted anount

has been received.

(J)(1) Any canpaign committee that violates division (C (1),
(2), (3), or (6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tines the amount accepted in excess

of the anount pernitted by that division

(2)(a) Any state—er county political party that violates
division (O(4)(a)(ii) or (iii) of section 3517.102 of the Revised
Code shall be fined an anmount f+rem-its state candidate fund equa

to three times the anpbunt accepted.

(b) Any county political party that violates division
(Q(4)(a)(i) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
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fined an amobunt fromits state candidate fund equal to three tines

t he anmount accepted in excess of the anpunt permtted by that
di vi si on.
(c) Any state political party that violates division

(Q)(4)(b) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined

an_anmpunt fromits state candidate fund equal to three times the

amount _accepted in excess of the anpunt permtted by that

di vi si on.

(3) Any legislative canpaign fund that viol ates division
(O (5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt accepted in excess of the

anmount pernitted by that division.

(4) Any political action commttee er—pottieal—contributihg
entity that violates division (C(7) of section 3517.102 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined an anpbunt equal to three tines the
anount accepted in excess of the anmount permitted by that
di vi si on.

(5) Notwi thstanding divisions (J)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of
this section, no violation of division (C of section 3517.102 of
t he Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer parties to the Chio elections conm ssion, if the anount
transferred or contributed in excess of the anbunt pernmitted to be
accepted by that division neets either of the foll ow ng

condi ti ons:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five busi ness days after

its acceptance.

(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business
day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the pernmtted anount

has been received.
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(K)(1) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(F)(1) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined

twenty-five dollars for each day of violation.

(2) Any | egislative canmpaign fund that violates division
(F)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall give to the
treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the
credit of the Chio elections conm ssion fund all excess
contributions not disposed of as required by division (E) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(L) Whoever violates section 3517.105 of the Revised Code

shall be fined one thousand doll ars.

(M (1) Wioever solicits a contribution in violation of
section 3517.092 or violates division (B) of section 3517.09 of

the Revised Code is guilty of a nmisdeneanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever knowi ngly accepts a contribution in violation of
division (B) or (C) of section 3517.092 of the Revised Code shal
be fined an anmount equal to three tines the anount accepted in
violation of either of those divisions and shall return to the
contributor any amount so accepted. Whoever unknow ngly accepts a
contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section
3517.092 of the Revised Code shall return to the contributor any

anount so accept ed.

(N) Whoever violates division (S) of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the
amount of funds transferred or three times the value of the assets

transferred in violation of that division.

(O Any canpaign conmittee that accepts a contribution or
contributions in violation of section 3517.108 of the Revised
Code, uses a contribution in violation of that section, or fails
to di spose of excess contributions in violation of that section

shall be fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the anmpunt accepted,
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used, or kept in violation of that section.

(P) Any political party, state candidate fund, |egislative
candi date fund, or canpaign committee that violates division (T)
of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anpunt
equal to three times the amount contributed or accepted in

viol ation of that section.

(Q A treasurer of a conmttee or another person who viol ates
division (U) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined

not nore than two hundred fifty dollars.

(R) Whoever violates division (1) or (J) of section 3517.13
of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand
dol I ars. Wienever a person is found guilty of violating division
(1) or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, the contract
awarded in violation of either of those divisions shall be

rescinded if its ternms have not yet been perforned.

(S) A candi date whose canpaign comittee violates or a
treasurer of a canpaign conmittee who violates section 3517.081 of

the Revised Code, and a candi date whose canpai gn conmittee

vi ol ates- or a treasurer of a canpaign conmittee~ or another
person who viol ates- division (C) of section 3517.10 of the

Revi sed Code, shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.

(T) A candi date whose canpaign comittee violates or a
treasurer of a conmmittee who violates division (B) of section

3517.09 of the Revised Code, or a candi date whose canpai gn

committee violates~ or a treasurer of a canpaign comittee- or
anot her person who violates division (O of section 3517.09 of
the Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand

dol | ars.

(U) Whoever violates section 3517.20 of the Revised Code

shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.
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(V) Wioever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the
Revi sed Code shall be inprisoned for not nore than six nonths or

fined not nore than five thousand dollars, or both.

(W A canpaign conmttee that is required to file a
declaration of no limts under division (D)(2) of section 3517.103
of the Revised Code that, before filing that declaration, accepts
a contribution or contributions that exceed the |limtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, shall return

that contribution or those contributions to the contri butor.

(X) Any canpaign conmittee that fails to file the declaration
of filing-day finances required by division (F) of section
3517.109 or the declaration of primary-day finances or declaration
of year-end finances required by division (E) of section 3517.1010
of the Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each

day of violation.

(Y) Any canpaign conmittee that fails to di spose of excess
funds or excess aggregate contributions under division (B) of
section 3517.109 of the Revised Code in the manner required by
division (C) of that section or under division (B) of section
3517. 1010 of the Revised Code in the manner required by division
(C of that section shall give to the treasurer of state for
deposit into the Chio el ections conm ssion fund created under
di vi sion (B2} b} (1) of section 3537102 3517.152 of the Revised

Code all funds not disposed of pursuant to those divisions.

(2) Any individual, canmpaign commttee, political action
conm ttee, poH-tiecal—econtributing—entity— | egislative canpaign
fund, political party, or other entity that violates any provision
of sections 3517.09 to 3517.12 of the Revised Code for which no
penalty is provided for under any other division of this section

shall be fined not nore than one thousand doll ars.

(AA) (1) Whoever knowingly violates division (W(1) of section
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3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount equal to
three tinmes the anount contributed, expended, or promnised in
violation of that division or ten thousand dol |l ars, whichever

amount is greater.

(2) Whoever knowi ngly violates division (W(2) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to
three tinmes the anount solicited or accepted in violation of that

di vision or ten thousand dollars, whichever anount is greater.

(BB) Whoever knowi ngly violates division (C or (D) of

section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than

ten thousand dollars plus not nore than one thousand dollars for

each day of violation.

(CO (1) Subject to division (CC(2) of this section. whoever
violates division (H) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code

shall be fined an ambunt up to three tines the anpunt di sbursed

for the direct costs of airing the comuni cati on nade in violation

of that division.

(2) Whoever has been ordered by the Onhio el ections conm SSion

to cease making communications in violation of division (H) of
section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code who again violates that

division shall be fined an anpbunt equal to three tines the anpunt

di sbursed for the direct costs of airing the conmmuni cati on nade in

viol ation of that division.

(DD) (1) Any corporation or |abor organization that violates
division (X)(3)(a) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be

fined an ampbunt equal to three tines the ampbunt given in excess of

the anpbunt permtted by that division.

(2) Any state or county political party that violates
division (X)(3)(b) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be

fined an anmpbunt equal to three tines the anpbunt accepted in excess

of the ampbunt permtted by that division
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Sec. 3599.03. (A (1) Except to carry on activities specified
in sections 3517.082 and 3517.1011, division (A (2) of section
3517.1012, and section 3599.031 of the Revised Code and except as

provided in divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this section, no

corporation., no nonprofit corporation. and no | abor organi zati on,

directly or indirectly, shall pay or use, or offer., advise,

consent, or agree to pay or use, the corporation's noney or

property, or the |abor organi zation's noney, including dues,

initiation fees, or other assessnents paid by nenbers, or

property, for or in aid of or opposition to a political party, a

candi date for election or nonination to public office., a political

action committee including a political action commttee of the

corporation or | abor organization, a |leqgislative canpaign fund, or

any organi zation that supports or opposes any such candidate, or

for any partisan political purpose, shall violate any |aw

requiring the filing of an affidavit or statenent respecting such

use of those funds, or shall pay or use the corporation's or |abor

organi zation's noney for the expenses of a social fund-raising

event for its political action commttee if an enpl oyee's or | abor

organi zation nenber's right to attend such an event is predicated

on the enployee's or nenber's contribution to the corporation's or

| abor organi zation's political action commttee.

(2) Wioever violates division (A (1) of this section shall be

fined not |less than five hundred nor nore than five thousand

dol |l ars.

(B)(1) No officer, stockholder, attorney, or agent of a

corporation or nonprofit corporation. no nmenber. including an

officer, attorney, or agent, of a |abor organi zati on, and no

candidate, political party official, or other individual shal

knowi ngly aid, advise, solicit, or receive noney or other property

in violation of division (A (1) of this section.
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(2) Whoever violates division (B)(1) of this section shall be

fined not nore than one thousand dollars, or inprisoned not nore

than one year, or both.

(G A corporation., a nonprofit corporation. or a |abor

organi zation nmay use its funds or property for or in aid of or

opposition to a proposed or certified ballot issue. Such use of

funds or property shall be reported on a formprescribed by the

secretary of state. Reports of contributions in connection with

statewi de ballot issues shall be filed with the secretary of

state. Reports of contributions in connection with |ocal issues

shall be filed with the board of elections of the npbst popul ous

county of the district in which the issue is subnmtted or to be

submtted to the electors. Reports made pursuant to this division

shall be filed by the tines specified in divisions (A) (1) and (2)
of section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code.

(D)(1) Any qgift nade pursuant to section 3517.101 of the

Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of this section or of

any other section of the Revised Code.

(2) Any aift nmade pursuant to division (A)(2) of section

3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of

this section.

(E) _Any conpensation or fees paid by a financial institution

to a state political party for services rendered pursuant to
division (B) of section 3517.19 of the Revised Code do not
constitute a violation of this section or of any other section of
the Revi sed Code.

(F) The use by a nonprofit corporation of its noney or

property for communicating information for a purpose specified in

division (A of this section is not a violation of that division

if the stockholders, nenbers, donors, trustees, or officers of the

nonprofit corporation are the predoninant recipients of the
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conmuni cati on.

(G In addition to the laws |listed in division (A of section

4117.10 of the Revised Code that prevail over conflicting

agr eenent s bet ween _enpl oyee organi zati ons _and public enpl ovyers,

this section prevails over any conflicting provisions of

agreenents between | abor organi zati ons and public enpl oyers that

are entered into on or after the effective date of this section

pursuant to Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.

(H Divisions (A) and (B) of this section do not apply to a

continuing association that is not involved in express advocacy.

(1) As used in this section, "continuing association,"

"express advocacy." and "l abor organi zati on" have the sane

neani ngs as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3599.031. (A) Notwi thstandi ng any seetien provision of
the Revised Code to the contrary and subject to éwistenrs—{(Cr—and
H)- division (C) of section 3517.09 of the Revised Code and

division (B) of this section, any enployer may deduct fromthe

wages and sal aries of its enployees anounts for an account
described in division (&(B) of this section, a separate
segregated fund, a political action cormittee of the enployer, a
political action comrittee of a |abor organi zation of the

enpl oyer's enpl oyees, a political action comrttee of an

associ ation of which the enployer is a menber, a political party,

el ectioneering comuni cation commttee, or a ballot issue that the

enpl oyee by witten authorization may designate and shall transmt
any ampunts so deducted as a separate witten authorization
described in division (&(B) of this section shall direct. Any

aut hori zation authorizing a deduction froman enpl oyee's wages or
salary may be on a formthat is used to apply for or authorize
menbership in or authorize paynent of dues or fees to any

organi zation, but the authorization for a deduction shall be
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stated and signed separately fromthe application for nenbership
or the authorization for the paynent of dues or fees. The enpl oyer
ei ther may deduct fromthe anmount to be so transmtted a uniform
anount deternined by the enployer to be necessary to defray the
actual cost of making such deduction and transmttal, or may
utilize its own funds in an anobunt it determines is necessary to
defray the actual adm nistrative cost, including making the
deduction and transmttal.

(B) I - I hor
lod . : . I visi Vot

i . hal | inf I | I . c 4
Liei . I I : ho | o on- |
I . ke hi ho | R —wit] £ or
Fepr-sal—

S If an enpl oyer establishes a separate account in the nane
of an enpl oyee for the purpose of depositing into the account
amount s deducted fromthe wages and sal ary of the enpl oyee
pursuant to division (A) of this section or anmounts directly given
by the enployee to the enployer for the support of a candidate, a
separate segregated fund, a political action comrittee of the
enpl oyer, a political action conmttee of a | abor organi zati on of
the enpl oyer's enpl oyees, a political action conmittee of an
associ ation of which the enployer is a nmenber, a political party,

a legislative canpaign fund, an el ectioneering conmunication

conmmittee, or a ballot issue, the enployee shall sign a witten

aut hori zati on designating the recipient of a disbursement from
that account. The witten authorization required under this
division is separate and distinct froma witten authorization
requi red under division (A) of this section. The authorization
requi red under this division shall clearly identify and designate
the candi date, separate segregated fund, political action

committee of the enployer, political action conmittee of a | abor
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organi zation of the enployer's enployees, political action
committee of an association of which the enployer is a nenber,

political party, a legislative canpaign fund, electioneering

communi cation committee, or ballot issue that is to receive any

di sbursenent fromthe account established pursuant to this

di vision. No person shall designate the recipient of a

di sbursenent fromthe account except the enpl oyee from whose
account the disbursenent is made. No enpl oyer shall nake a

di sbursenent fromthe account of an enpl oyee established under
this division unless the enployer has received the witten

aut hori zation required under this division.

B-(C) An enployer shall furnish the recipient of any anount
transmtted pursuant to this section with the enployer's full nane
and the full name of the |abor organization of which the enpl oyee
whose anount is being transmitted is a nmenber, if any. An enpl oyer
shall keep and maintain the authorization forns of all its
enpl oyees from whose wages and sal ari es any anmounts were deducted
pursuant to division (A) of this section and the authorizations of
di sbursenents from accounts established under division (6-(B) of
this section for a period of at |east six years after the year in

whi ch the deductions and di sbursenents were nade.

E-(D) An enpl oyee who has nmade an authorization pursuant to
division (A or {&(B) of this section may revoke that
aut hori zation at any tine. A revocation of the authorization does
not affect any deduction already made from an enpl oyee's wages and
salary or any anmounts already transmitted or disbursed under this

secti on.

H-(E) For purposes of this section and for the purpose of
the information required to be filed under division (B)(4)(b)(iii)
of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code:

(1) If an enployer is a corporation, each subsidiary of a

parent corporation shall be considered an entity separate and
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di stinct fromany other subsidiary and separate and distinct from

the parent corporation

(2) Each national, regional, state, and local affiliate of a

| abor organi zation shall be considered a distinct entity.

S-(F) Whoever violates division {&(B) of this section shall
be fined not less than fifty nor nore than five hundred dollars

for each di sbursement nmade in violation of that division.

(G In addition to the laws listed in division (A of

section 4117.10 of the Revised Code that prevail over conflicting

agr eenent s bet ween _enpl oyee organi zati ons and public enpl oyers,

this section prevails over any conflicting provisions of

agr eenent s bet ween | abor organi zati ons _and public enpl oyers that

are entered into on or after the effective date of this anmendnent

pursuant to Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.

(H As used in this section:

(1) "kaber El ectioneering comunication conmittee, "

"legislative canpaign fund," "labor organization," "politica

action conmmittee," and "separate segregated fund" have the sane

nmeani ngs as in section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Public enployer" nmeans an enployer that is the state or
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a state agency, authority, conmi ssion, or board, a political
subdi vi sion of the state, a school district or state institution
of higher learning, a public or special district, or any other

publ i c enpl oyer.

(3) "Enployee" includes only an enpl oyee who is a resident of

or is enployed in this state.

Sec. 3599.111. (A) As used in this section, "reqistering a

voter" or "registering voters" includes any effort, for

conpensation, to provide voter registration forns or to assist

persons in conpleting those forms or returning themto the board

of elections, the office of the secretary of state, or other

appropriate public office.

(B) No person shall receive conpensation on a fee per

signature or fee per volune basis for circulating any declaration

of candidacy, nom nating petition, declaration of intent to be a

wite-in candidate, initiative petition, referendum petition,

recall petition, or any other election-related petition that is

filed with or transmitted to a board of elections, the office of

the secretary of state, or other appropriate public office.

(G No person shall receive conpensation on a fee per

regi stration or fee per volune basis for registering a voter.

(D) Conpensation for collecting signatures on

el ection-related petitions and for reqistering voters shall be

paid solely on the basis of tine worked.

(E) (1) Whoever violates division (B) or (C of this section

is quilty of election falsification under section 3599.36 of the

Revi sed Code.

(2) Whoever violates division (D) of this section is quilty

of a felony of the fifth deqgree.
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Section 2. That existing sections 102.03, 2921.01, 2921.43,
3501. 38, 3503.14, 3513.07, 3513.10, 3513.261, 3517.01, 3517.08,
3517. 082, 3517.09, 3517.092, 3517.10, 3517.102, 3517.103,
3517.104, 3517.105, 3517.106, 3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.11
3517.13, 3517.151, 3517.152, 3517.154, 3517.155, 3517.16, 3517.17,
3517. 20, 3517.23, 3517.992, and 3599. 031 and section 3599. 03 of

the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. (A Except as otherw se provided in division (B)
of this section, no person intending to make a di sbursenent or
di sbursenents for the direct costs of producing or airing
el ecti oneering conmuni cati ons under this act shall make those
di sbursenents using any contributions that the person received

before the effective date of this act.

(B) Any person intending to nake a di sbursenent or
di sbursenents for the direct costs of producing or airing
el ectioneering communi cati ons under this act who w shes to nake
those di sbursenments using contributions that the person received
before the effective date of this act shall, in the first
di scl osure of el ectioneering conmunications statenment that the
person is required to file, report the contributor information
specified in division (D)(1)(e) or (f) of section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code for each contribution that was received before the
effective date of this act and that the person uses to nmake a

di sbursenment that is included in that statenent.

(C As used in this section, "contribution," "el ectioneering

conmuni cati on," and
3517. 1011 of the Revi sed Code.

person" have the sanme nmeanings as in section

Section 4. (A) A state or county political party that has a
state candi date fund, established under division (D)(3)(c) of

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to the
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effective date of this act, in existence on that effective date
shall, not later than 4 p.m on that effective date, disburse any
noneys in the fund in accordance with the versions of sections
3517.08 to 3517.13 of the Revised Code that were in effect prior
to that effective date. Any state candidate fund in existence on
the effective date of this act shall be abolished not later than 4

p.m on that effective date.

(B) No state or county political party that establishes a
state candi date fund under division (D)(3)(c) of section 3517.10
of the Revised Code as anmended by this act shall transfer into
that fund any noneys that were in a state candidate fund
establ i shed under that section as it existed prior to the

effective date of this act.

Section 5. No nobneys in any fund or account of a politica
party that was not subject to disclosure under the version of
Chapter 3517. of the Revised Code that was in effect prior to the
effective date of this act shall be disbursed, transferred into
anot her fund or account of the political party, or otherw se used
by that political party on or after the effective date of this act
unl ess the contributors of those noneys are disclosed prior to
that effective date in accordance with section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code.

Section 6. Section 3513.10 of the Revised Code is presented
inthis act as a conposite of the section as anmended by both Am
Sub. H B. 117 and Am Sub. S.B. 9 of the 121st General Assenbly.
The CGeneral Assenbly, applying the principle stated in division
(B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that anmendnents are to be
harnoni zed i f reasonably capabl e of sinultaneous operation, finds
that the conposite is the resulting version of the section in
effect prior to the effective date of the section as presented in

this act.
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