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Senators Mumper, Roberts, Schuring

A BILL

To anmend sections 125.021, 3313.64, 4933.12, and
4933.121 and to enact sections 317.322, 1343.031,
1349. 02, 1349.03, 1713.60, 1923.062, 3332. 20,
3345.53, and 3915. 053 of the Revised Code to
prohibit certain creditors from charging or
collecting interest or finance charges exceedi ng
Si x per cent per annum on specified obligations of
persons who are depl oyed on active duty; to permt
a child whose parent is deployed on active duty to
continue to attend school in the district in which
the child' s parent |ived before being called to
active mlitary duty; to permt a child living

with an agent of the child' s parent appointed
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As Reported by the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs

Committee

under a mlitary power of attorney or a conparable
docunent to attend school in the school district
in which the agent resides; to exenpt nenbers of
the armed forces of the United States from any
recording fee associated with filing a mlitary
power of attorney with the county recorder; to
provi de under certain circunmstances a tenant or
resident who is deployed on active duty or a
menber of his or her immediate famly with a stay
of proceedings or an adjustnent of their rental
obligation in an action for possession of
residential prenises under the Eviction Law, to
ensure that individual life insurance policies
continue in force despite nonpaynment of prem uns
during the insured's period of active duty; to
prohibit a gas or electric conpany from

di sconnecting service to the residential prenises
of any consuner who is deployed on active duty; to
all ow gas and el ectric conpanies to recover
arrearages incurred during a period of depl oynent
in a specified tinme period and a specified nmanner
and certain of those conpanies to recover certain
uncol I ecti bl e ambunts owed by residenti al
custoners depl oyed on active duty through a
recovery procedure approved by the Public
Uilities Comission; to require public and
private institutions of higher education to grant
amlitary | eave of absence to students who are
depl oyed on active duty, to reinstate those
students to the sanme educational status as before
active duty, and to either partially refund paid
tuition or credit paid tuition to a future

academic term to permt a person deployed on
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active duty to terninate a notor vehicle | ease or
cel lul ar phone contract under specified
conditions; and to allow the Departnent of

Admi nistrative Services to nmake avail abl e bul k

| ong di stance tel ephone services at cost to the

i mediate fam |y nmenbers of persons depl oyed on

active duty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 125.021, 3313.64, 4933.12, and
4933. 121 be anended and sections 317.322, 1343.031, 1349.02,
1349. 03, 1713.60, 1923.062, 3332.20, 3345.53, and 3915. 053 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 125.021. (A) Except as to the mlitary departnent, the
general assenbly, the bureau of workers' conpensation, and
institutions adninistered by boards of trustees, the departnent of
admi ni strative services may meke—contraects contract for, operate,
and superintend the tel ephone, other tel econmunication, and

conputer services for state agencies. Nothing

Nething in this seetioen division precludes the bureau from
enterng—into—a—econtraet contracting wth the departnent e+
admni-strative -servicesfor to authorize the departnent to reke
contracts contract for, operate, or superintend such-systens those

services for the bureau

(B)(1) As used in this division:

(a) "Active duty" neans active duty pursuant to an executive

order of the president of the United States, an act of the
congress of the United States, or section 5919.29 or 5923.21 of
t he Revi sed Code.
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(b) "Ilmmediate famly" nmeans a person's spouse residing in

the person's household, brothers and sisters of the whole or of

the half bl ood, children, including adopted children and

stepchildren, parents, and grandparents.

(2) The departnent of adninistrative services may enter into

a contract to purchase bulk | ong distance tel ephone services and

nake them available at cost, or may nake bul k | ong di stance

t el ephone services avail able at cost under any existing contract

the departnent has entered into, to nenbers of the immediate

fam ly of persons deployed on active duty so that those famly

nenbers can communi cate with the persons so deployed. |If the

departnment enters contracts under division (B)(2) of this section

it shall do so in accordance with sections 125.01 to 125.11 of the

Revi sed Code and in a nondiscrinm natory nanner that does not pl ace

any potential vendor at a conpetitive di sadvantage.

(3) If the departnent decides to exercise either option under

division (B)(2) of this section, it shall adopt, and may anend,

rul es under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to inplenent that

di vi si on.

Sec. 317.322. Notwi thstanding any contrary provision of
section 317.32 or Chapter 1337. of the Revised Code, the county

recorder shall not charge a fee to any nenber of the arned forces

of the United States who presents for recording a mlitary power

of attorney executed pursuant to section 574(a) of the "National
Def ense Aut horization Act for Fiscal Year 1994," 107 Stat. 1674
(1993)., 10 U.S.C. 1044b.

Sec. 1343.031. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Active duty" neans active duty pursuant to an executive

order of the president of the United States, an act of the

congress of the United States, or section 5919.29 or 5923.21 of
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t he Revi sed Code.

(2) "Obligation" neans any retail install nent sales contract,

other contract for the purchase of goods or services, or bond,

bill. note. or other instrunent of witing for the paynment of

noney arising out of a contract or other transaction for the

pur chase of goods or services.

(B) Notwi thstandi ng any contrary provision of the Revised

Code, no creditor in connection with an obligation entered into on

or after the effective date of this section shall charqge or

collect froma person, or spouse of a person, who is deployed on

active duty interest or finance charges exceedi ng si x per cent per

annum during the period that the person is deploved on active

duty.

(C) Notwithstandi ng any contrary provision of the Revised

Code, interest or finance charges in excess of six per cent per

annum t hat ot herwi se would be incurred but for the prohibition in

division (B) of this section are forgiven.

(D) The anpunt of any periodic paynent due from a person, or

spouse of a person, who is deployed on active duty under the terns

of the obligation shall be reduced by the anmpbunt of the interest

and finance charges forqgiven under division (C) of this section

that is allocable to the period for which the periodic paynent is

nade.

(E) In order for an obligation to be subject to the interest

and finance charges limtation of this section, the person., or

spouse of the person., deployved on active duty shall provide the

creditor with witten notice of and a copy of the mlitary or

gubernatorial orders calling the person to active duty and of any

orders further extending active duty, not later than one hundred

eighty days after the date of the person's term nation of or

rel ease fromactive duty.
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(F) Upon receipt of the witten notice and a copy of the

orders referred to in division (E) of this section, the creditor

shall treat the obligation in accordance with division (B) of this

section, effective as of the date on which the person is depl oyed

to active duty.

(G A court may grant a creditor relief fromthe interest and

finance charges limtation of this section, if. in the opinion of

the court, the ability of the person, or spouse of the person,

depl oyed on active duty to pay interest or finance charges with

respect to the obligation at a rate in excess of six per cent per

annumis not nmaterially affected by reason of the person's

depl oynent on active duty.

Sec. 1349.02. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Active duty" neans active duty pursuant to an executive

order of the president of the United States, an act of the
congress of the United States, or section 5919.29 or 5923.21 of
the Revi sed Code.

(2) "Mtor vehicle" nmeans any autonpbil e, car m nivan,

passenger _van, sport utility vehicle, pickup truck, or other

self-propelled vehicle not operated or driven on fixed rails or

track.

(B) Any person, or spouse of a person, who is deployed on

active duty may term nate any notor vehicle | ease that neets both

of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) It is entered into on or after the effective date of this

section.

(2) It is executed by or on behalf of the person who is

depl oyed on active duty.

(C Termination of the notor vehicle | ease shall not be

effective until:
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(1) The person who is deployed on active duty or the person's

spouse gives notice by certified mail, return receipt requested,

of the intention to term nate the | ease; and

(2) The notor vehicle subject to the lease is returned to the

custody or control of the |lessor not later than fifteen days after

the delivery of the witten notice.

(D) Lease ampounts unpaid for the period precedi ng the

effective date of the lease's term nation shall be paid on a

prorated basis. The | essor nmay not inpose an early terni nation

charge, but any taxes, costs of summpns, and title or registration

fees and any other obligation and liability of the | essee under

the terns of the | ease, including reasonable charges to the | essee

for excess wear, use, and nileage, that are due and unpaid at the

tinme of the lease's ternmination shall be paid by the | essee.

(E) The lessor shall refund to the | essee | ease anpbunts paid

in advance for a period after the effective date of the | ease's

termnation within thirty days of the effective date of the

| ease's term nation.

(F) Upon application by the |lessor to a court before the

effective date of the |lease's termnation, relief granted by this

section may be nodified as justice and equity require.

Sec. 1349.03. (A As used in this section, "active duty"

neans active duty pursuant to an executive order of the president

of the United States, an act of the congress of the United States,

or section 5919.29 or 5923.21 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) Any person, or spouse of a person, who is deployed on

active duty may terninate, without penalty, a cellul ar phone

contract that neets both of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) It is entered into on or after the effective date of this

section.
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(2) It is executed by or on behalf of the person who is

depl oyed on active duty.

(C) Termination of the cellular phone contract shall not be

effective until:

(1) Thirty days after the person who is depl oyed on active

duty or the person's spouse gives notice by certified mail., return

recei pt requested, of the intention to termnate the cellul ar

phone contract; and

(2) Unless the person who is deployed on active duty owns the

cellul ar phone, the cellular phone is returned to the custody or

control of the cellular tel ephone conpany, or the person who is

depl oyed on active duty or the person's spouse agrees in witing

to return the cellular phone as soon as practicable after the

depl oynent i s conpl et ed.

Sec. 1713.60. As used in this section, "active duty" neans

full-tine duty in the active mlitary service of the United

States, including full-tinme training duty, annual training duty,

and active state duty for nenbers of the national guard.

(A) Fach institution of higher education that holds a

certificate of authorization issued under this chapter shall qgrant

a student a nmlitary | eave of absence fromthe institution while

the student is serving on active duty, and for one vear after the

conclusion of that service, if the student is a nmenber of the

United States national gquard or other reserve conponent of the

arned forces of the United States, or a nenber of those arned

forces in a retired status, and is called to active duty. The

student shall not suffer an academi c penalty as a result of the

| eave of absence.

(B) If requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A) of this section not later than
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one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the

institution in which the student is enrolled shall do either of

the followi ng, as elected by the student:

(1) Credit tuition and fee charges toward a subsequent

acadenmic termin an anpunt that is one hundred per cent of what

the student paid the institution for the acadenm c termin which

the student wi thdraws;

(2) Refund tuition and fees paid for the acadenic term

provi ded the student wi thdraws before the w thdraw date

established by the institution. The refund shall equal one hundred

per cent of the tuition and fee charges the student paid the

institution for the acadenic term |f the student w thdraws after

the withdraw date established by the institution, the student is

ineligible for a refund of tuition and fee charges. For the

pur poses of this section, the "wi thdraw date" shall be the sane as

the date set by the institution for its general student popul ation

to withdraw fromthe institution or a course or class w thout

acadeni ¢ _penal ty.

(CQ If requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A of this section not |ater than

one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the

institution shall restore the student to the educati onal status

the student had attained prior to being called to active duty

wi thout | oss of academ c credits earned, schol arships or grants

awarded, or tuition and other fees paid prior to the commencenent

of active duty., except as provided in division (B) of this

section.

(D) If an institution fails to conply with this section, the

student may bring an action against the institution to enforce its

provisions in the court of common pleas of the county in which the

student resides. |If the student resides outside of this state, the
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action shall be brought in the court of commpn pleas of the county

in which the canpus of the institution previously attended by the

student is |located. The court nmay award reasonable attorney's fees

and expenses if the student prevails in the action.

Sec. 1923.062. (A) In an action under this chapter for

possession of residential prem ses of a tenant or nmanufactured

honme park resident who is deployed on active duty or of any nenber

of the tenant's or resident's imediate famly, if the tenant or

resident entered into the rental agreenent on or after the

effective date of this section, the court may, on its own notion

and shall . upon notion made by or on behalf of the tenant or

resident, do either of the following if the tenant's or resident's

ability to pay the agreed rent is materially affected by the

depl oynent on active duty:

(1) Stay the proceedings for a period of ninety days, unless,

in the opinion of the court, justice and equity require a | onger

or _shorter period of tine;

(2) Adjust the obligation under the rental agreenent to

preserve the interest of all parties to it.

(B) If a stay is granted under division (A of this section,

the court may grant the |landlord or park operator such relief as

equity may require.

(C) This section does not apply to |andlords or park

operators operating | ess than four residential premn ses.

(D) As used in this section. "active duty" neans active duty

pursuant to an executive order of the president of the United

States, an act of the conaress of the United States. or section
5919. 29 or 5923.21 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3313.64. (A) As used in this section and in section
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3313. 65 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) (a) Except as provided in division (A (1)(b) of this
section, "parent" neans either parent, unless the parents are
separated or divorced or their marriage has been dissolved or
annul l ed, in which case "parent"” neans the parent who is the
residential parent and | egal custodian of the child. Wen a child
is in the legal custody of a governnent agency or a person other
than the child's natural or adoptive parent, "parent" neans the
parent with residual parental rights, privileges, and
responsibilities. Wien a child is in the permanent custody of a
gover nment agency or a person other than the child' s natural or
adoptive parent, "parent" nmeans the parent who was di vested of
parental rights and responsibilities for the care of the child and
the right to have the child live with the parent and be the | ega
custodi an of the child and all residual parental rights,

privileges, and responsibilities.

(b) When a child is the subject of a power of attorney
execut ed under sections 3109.51 to 3109.62 of the Revised Code,
"parent" means the grandparent designated as attorney in fact
under the power of attorney. Wen a child is the subject of a
caretaker authorization affidavit executed under sections 3109. 64
to 3109.73 of the Revised Code, "parent" neans the grandparent

t hat executed the affidavit.

(2) "Legal custody," "pernanent custody," and "residual
parental rights, privileges, and responsibilities" have the sanme

meani ngs as in section 2151. 011 of the Revised Code.

(3) "School district" or "district" neans a city, local, or
exenpted village school district and excl udes any school operated

in an institution nmaintained by the departnment of youth services.

(4) Except as used in division (C(2) of this section, "hone"

nmeans a hone, institution, foster hone, group honme, or other
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residential facility in this state that receives and cares for

children, to which any of the follow ng appli es:

(a) The hone is licensed, certified, or approved for such
purpose by the state or is maintained by the departnent of youth

servi ces.

(b) The hone is operated by a person who is |icensed,
certified, or approved by the state to operate the honme for such

pur pose.

(c) The hone accepted the child through a placenment by a
person licensed, certified, or approved to place a child in such a

hone by the state.

(d) The hone is a children's hone created under section
5153. 21 or 5153.36 of the Revised Code.

(5) "Agency" neans all of the foll ow ng:
(a) A public children services agency;

(b) An organization that holds a certificate issued by the
Ohi o departnent of job and fanily services in accordance with the
requi rements of section 5103.03 of the Revised Code and assunes
tenporary or permanent custody of children through conmitnent,
agreenent, or surrender, and places children in famly hones for

t he purpose of adoption;

(c) Conparabl e agencies of other states or countries that
have conplied with applicable requirenments of section 2151.39, or
sections 5103.20 to 5103.28 of the Revised Code.

(6) Achild is placed for adoption if either of the follow ng

occurs:

(a) An agency to which the child has been permanently
comritted or surrendered enters into an agreement with a person
pursuant to section 5103.16 of the Revised Code for the care and

adoption of the child.
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(b) The child's natural parent places the child pursuant to
section 5103.16 of the Revised Code with a person who will care

for and adopt the child.

(7) "Handi capped preschool child" nmeans a handi capped child,
as defined by division (A) of section 3323.01 of the Revised Code,
who is at least three years of age but is not of conpul sory school
age, as defined in section 3321.01 of the Revised Code, and who is

not currently enrolled in kindergarten

(8) "Child," unless otherw se indicated, includes handi capped

preschool children

(9) "Active duty" neans active duty pursuant to an executive

order of the president of the United States. an act of the
congress of the United States, or section 5919.29 or 5923.21 of
the Revi sed Code.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in section 3321.01 of the
Revi sed Code for adnittance to kindergarten and first grade, a
child who is at |east five but under twenty-two years of age and
any handi capped preschool child shall be adnmitted to school as

provided in this division.

(1) Achild shall be admtted to the schools of the schoo

district in which the child s parent resides.

(2) A child who does not reside in the district where the
child' s parent resides shall be adnmitted to the schools of the
district in which the child resides if any of the foll ow ng

appl i es:

(a) The child is in the legal or pernmanent custody of a
gover nment agency or a person other than the child' s natural or

adopti ve parent.
(b) The child resides in a hone.

(c) The child requires special education.
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(3) Achild who is not entitled under division (B)(2) of this
section to be admtted to the schools of the district where the
child resides and who is residing with a resident of this state
with whom the child has been placed for adoption shall be adnitted
to the schools of the district where the child resides unless

either of the foll owi ng applies:
(a) The placenent for adoption has been terninated.

(b) Another school district is required to adnit the child

under division (B)(1) of this section.

Division (B) of this section does not prohibit the board of
education of a school district from placing a handi capped child
who resides in the district in a special education program outside
of the district or its schools in compliance with Chapter 3323. of
t he Revi sed Code.

(O A district shall not charge tuition for children adnitted
under division (B)(1) or (3) of this section. If the district
admts a child under division (B)(2) of this section, tuition

shall be paid to the district that adnits the child as foll ows:

(1) If the child receives special education in accordance
wi th Chapter 3323. of the Revised Code, tuition shall be paid in
accordance with section 3323.091, 3323.13, 3323.14, or 3323.141 of
the Revised Code regardl ess of who has custody of the child or

whet her the child resides in a hone.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (C(2)(d) of
this section, if the child is in the permanent or |egal custody of
a governnent agency or person other than the child' s parent,

tuition shall be paid by:

(a) The district in which the child' s parent resided at the
time the court renoved the child fromhone or at the time the

court vested legal or permanent custody of the child in the person
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or government agency, whichever occurred first;

(b) If the parent's residence at the tinme the court renoved
the child fromhone or placed the child in the | egal or permanent
custody of the person or governnent agency is unknown, tuition
shall be paid by the district in which the child resided at the
time the child was renmoved from hone or placed in | egal or

per manent custody, whi chever occurred first;

(c) If a school district cannot be established under division
(O(2)(a) or (b) of this section, tuition shall be paid by the
district determ ned as required by section 2151. 357 of the Revised
Code by the court at the tine it vests custody of the child in the

person or government agency;

(d) If at the tinme the court renoved the child from hone or
vested | egal or permanent custody of the child in the person or
gover nnent agency, whichever occurred first, one parent was in a
residential or correctional facility or a juvenile residential
pl acement and the other parent, if living and not in such a
facility or placenent, was not known to reside in this state,
tuition shall be paid by the district deternined under division
(D) of section 3313.65 of the Revised Code as the district
required to pay any tuition while the parent was in such facility

or placenent.

(3) If the child is not in the permanent or |egal custody of
a governnent agency or person other than the child' s parent and
the child resides in a home, tuition shall be paid by one of the

foll ow ng:
(a) The school district in which the child s parent resides;

(b) If the child's parent is not a resident of this state,

the hone in which the child resides.

(D) Tuition required to be paid under divisions (C(2) and
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Committee
(3)(a) of this section shall be conputed in accordance with 436
section 3317.08 of the Revised Code. Tuition required to be paid 437
under division (C(3)(b) of this section shall be conputed in 438
accordance with section 3317.081 of the Revised Code. If a hone 439
fails to pay the tuition required by division (C(3)(b) of this 440
section, the board of education providing the education may 441
recover in a civil action the tuition and the expenses incurred in 442
prosecuting the action, including court costs and reasonabl e 443
attorney's fees. |If the prosecuting attorney or city director of 444
| aw represents the board in such action, costs and reasonabl e 445
attorney's fees awarded by the court, based upon the prosecuting 446
attorney's, director's, or one of their designee's tinme spent a4t
preparing and presenting the case, shall be deposited in the 448
county or city general fund. 449
(E) A board of education may enroll a child free of any 450
tuition obligation for a period not to exceed sixty days, on the 451
sworn statenent of an adult resident of the district that the 452
resident has initiated | egal proceedings for custody of the child. 453
(F) I'n the case of any individual entitled to attend school 454
under this division, no tuition shall be charged by the school 455
district of attendance and no other school district shall be 456
required to pay tuition for the individual's attendance. 457
Not wi t hst andi ng division (B), (C, or (E) of this section: 458
(1) Al persons at |east eighteen but under twenty-two years 459
of age who live apart fromtheir parents, support thensel ves by 460
their own labor, and have not successfully conpleted the high 461
school curriculumor the individualized education program 462
devel oped for the person by the high school pursuant to section 463
3323.08 of the Revised Code, are entitled to attend school in the 464
district in which they reside. 465

(2) Any child under eighteen years of age who is nmarried is 466
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entitled to attend school in the child's district of residence.

(3) Achildis entitled to attend school in the district in
which either of the child' s parents is enployed if the child has a
nmedi cal condition that nay require energency medical attention
The parent of a child entitled to attend school under division
(F)(3) of this section shall subnmit to the board of education of
the district in which the parent is enployed a statenent fromthe
child's physician certifying that the child' s nedical condition
may require enmergency nedical attention. The statenent shall be

supported by such other evidence as the board nay require.

(4) Any child residing with a person other than the child's
parent is entitled, for a period not to exceed twelve nonths, to
attend school in the district in which that person resides if the
child' s parent files an affidavit with the superintendent of the
district in which the person with whomthe child is living resides

stating all of the foll ow ng:

(a) That the parent is serving outside of the state in the

arned services of the United States;

(b) That the parent intends to reside in the district upon

returning to this state;

(c) The name and address of the person with whomthe child is

living while the parent is outside the state.

(5) Any child under the age of twenty-two years who, after
the death of a parent, resides in a school district other than the
district in which the child attended school at the tinme of the
parent's death is entitled to continue to attend school in the
district in which the child attended school at the tinme of the
parent's death for the remai nder of the school year, subject to

approval of that district board.

(6) A child under the age of twenty-two years who resides
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with a parent who is having a new house built in a school district
outside the district where the parent is residing is entitled to
attend school for a period of tinme in the district where the new
house is being built. In order to be entitled to such attendance,
the parent shall provide the district superintendent with the

fol |l ow ng:

(a) A sworn statement explaining the situation, revealing the
| ocation of the house being built, and stating the parent's

intention to reside there upon its conpletion;

(b) A statement fromthe builder confirmng that a new house
is being built for the parent and that the house is at the

location indicated in the parent's statenent.

(7) Achild under the age of twenty-two years residing with a
parent who has a contract to purchase a house in a school district
outside the district where the parent is residing and who is
wai ting upon the date of closing of the nortgage |oan for the
purchase of such house is entitled to attend school for a period
of tine in the district where the house is being purchased. In
order to be entitled to such attendance, the parent shall provide

the district superintendent with the follow ng:

(a) A sworn statement explaining the situation, revealing the
| ocation of the house being purchased, and stating the parent's

intent to reside there;

(b) A statenment froma real estate broker or bank officer
confirm ng that the parent has a contract to purchase the house,
that the parent is waiting upon the date of closing of the
nortgage | oan, and that the house is at the location indicated in

the parent's statenent.

The district superintendent shall establish a period of tine
not to exceed ninety days during which the child entitled to

attend school under division (F)(6) or (7) of this section nay
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attend without tuition obligation. A student attending a school
under division (F)(6) or (7) of this section shall be eligible to
participate in interscholastic athletics under the auspices of
that school, provided the board of education of the schoo

di strict where the student's parent resides, by a formal action,
rel eases the student to participate in interscholastic athletics
at the school where the student is attending, and provided the
student receives any authorization required by a public agency or
private organi zati on of which the school district is a nenber

exercising authority over interscholastic sports.

(8) A child whose parent is a full-time enployee of a city,
| ocal , or exenpted village school district, or of an educati onal
service center, may be admitted to the schools of the district
where the child' s parent is enployed, or in the case of a child
whose parent is enployed by an educational service center, in the
district that serves the | ocation where the parent's job is
primarily located, provided the district board of education
est abl i shes such an admi ssion policy by resolution adopted by a
majority of its menbers. Any such policy shall take effect on the
first day of the school year and the effective date of any
anendment or repeal may not be prior to the first day of the
subsequent school year. The policy shall be unifornmly applied to
all such children and shall provide for the adm ssion of any such
child upon request of the parent. No child may be admitted under

this policy after the first day of classes of any school year.

(9) Achild who is with the child' s parent under the care of
a shelter for victinms of domestic violence, as defined in section
3113. 33 of the Revised Code, is entitled to attend school free in
the district in which the child is with the child' s parent, and no
ot her school district shall be required to pay tuition for the

child's attendance in that school district.

The enroll ment of a child in a school district under this
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di vi sion shall not be denied due to a delay in the schoo
district's recei pt of any records required under section 3313.672
of the Revised Code or any other records required for enroll nment.
Any days of attendance and any credits earned by a child while
enrolled in a school district under this division shall be
transferred to and accepted by any school district in which the
child subsequently enrolls. The state board of education shall

adopt rules to ensure conpliance with this division.

(10) Any child under the age of twenty-two years whose parent
has noved out of the school district after the commencenent of
classes in the child' s senior year of high school is entitled,
subject to the approval of that district board, to attend schoo
in the district in which the child attended school at the tine of
the parental nove for the remai nder of the school year and for one
addi tional senester or equivalent term A district board may al so
adopt a policy specifying extenuating circunstances under which a
student may continue to attend school under division (F)(10) of
this section for an additional period of tine in order to
successfully conplete the high school curriculumfor the
i ndi vi dual i zed educati on program devel oped for the student by the

hi gh school pursuant to section 3323.08 of the Revised Code.

(11) As used in this division, "grandparent” nmeans a parent
of a parent of a child. A child under the age of twenty-two years
who is in the custody of the child' s parent, resides with a
grandparent, and does not require special education is entitled to
attend the schools of the district in which the child's
grandparent resides, provided that, prior to such attendance in
any school year, the board of education of the school district in
which the child' s grandparent resides and the board of education
of the school district in which the child' s parent resides enter
into a witten agreenent specifying that good cause exists for

such attendance, describing the nature of this good cause, and
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consenting to such attendance.

In lieu of a consent form signed by a parent, a board of
educati on nay request the grandparent of a child attendi ng school
in the district in which the grandparent resides pursuant to
division (F)(11) of this section to conplete any consent form
required by the district, including any authorization required by
sections 3313.712, 3313.713, and 3313.716 of the Revi sed Code.
Upon request, the grandparent shall conplete any consent form
required by the district. A school district shall not incur any
liability solely because of its receipt of a consent formfroma

grandparent in lieu of a parent.

Division (F)(11) of this section does not create, and shal
not be construed as creating, a new cause of action or substantive
| egal right against a school district, a nenber of a board of
education, or an enployee of a school district. This section does
not affect, and shall not be construed as affecting, any
imunities fromdefenses to tort liability created or recogni zed
by Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code for a school district,

menber, or enpl oyee.

(12) A child under the age of twenty-two years is entitled to
attend school in a school district other than the district in
which the child is entitled to attend school under division (B),
(O, or (E) of this section provided that, prior to such

attendance in any school year, both of the follow ng occur:

(a) The superintendent of the district in which the child is
entitled to attend school under division (B), (C, or (E) of this
section contacts the superintendent of another district for

pur poses of this division;

(b) The superintendents of both districts enter into a
witten agreenent that consents to the attendance and specifies

that the purpose of such attendance is to protect the student's
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physical or nental well-being or to deal with other extenuating

ci rcunst ances deened appropriate by the superintendents.

While an agreenent is in effect under this division for a
student who is not receiving special education under Chapter 3323.
of the Revised Code and notwi t hstandi ng Chapter 3327. of the
Revi sed Code, the board of education of neither school district
involved in the agreenent is required to provide transportation

for the student to and fromthe school where the student attends.

A student attending a school of a district pursuant to this
di vision shall be allowed to participate in all student
activities, including interscholastic athletics, at the schoo
where the student is attending on the sanme basis as any student
who has al ways attended the schools of that district while of

compul sory school age.

(13) Al school districts shall conmply with the
"McKi nney-Vent o Honel ess Assistance Act," 42 U S.C. A 11431 et
seq., for the education of honeless children. Each city, |ocal,
and exenpted village school district shall conply with the
requi rements of that act governing the provision of a free,
appropriate public education, including public preschool, to each

homel ess chi | d.

When a child | oses pernmanent housi ng and becones a honel ess
person, as defined in 42 U S.C A 11481(5), or when a child who is
such a honel ess person changes tenporary |iving arrangenments, the
child s parent or guardian shall have the option of enrolling the

child in either of the follow ng:

(a) The child's school of origin, as defined in 42 U S. C A
11432(9) (3) (O);

(b) The school that is operated by the school district in
which the shelter where the child currently resides is |ocated and

that serves the geographic area in which the shelter is |ocated.
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(14) A child under the age of twenty-two vears who resides

with a person other than the child's parent is entitled to attend

school in the school district in which that person resides if both

of the follow ng apply:

(a) That person has been appointed, through a mlitary power

of attorney executed under section 574(a) of the "National Defense

Aut hori zation Act for Fiscal Year 1994.," 107 Stat. 1674 (1993), 10

U.S.C. 1044b. or through a conparabl e docunent necessary to

conplete a fanily care plan, as the parent's agent for the care,

custody, and control of the child while the parent is on active

duty as a nenber of the national guard or a reserve unit of the

arned forces of the United States or because the parent is a

nenber of the arned forces of the United States and is on a duty

assi gnnent _away fromthe parent's residence.

(b) The military power of attorney or conparabl e docunent

includes at | east the authority to enroll the child in school.

The entitlenment to attend school in the district in which the

parent's agent under the mlitary power of attorney or conparable

docunent resides applies until the end of the school year in which

the mlitary power of attorney or conparabl e docunent expires.

(G A board of education, after approving adm ssion, nay
wai ve tuition for students who will tenporarily reside in the

district and who are either of the foll ow ng:

(1) Residents or doniciliaries of a foreign nation who

request adm ssion as forei gn exchange students;

(2) Residents or domiciliaries of the United States but not
of Chi o who request admi ssion as participants in an exchange

program operated by a student exchange organi zation

(H) Pursuant to sections 3311.211, 3313.90, 3319.01, 3323.04,
3327.04, and 3327.06 of the Revised Code, a child may attend
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school or participate in a special education programin a schoo
district other than in the district where the child is entitled to

attend school under division (B) of this section.

(1)(1) Notw thstanding anything to the contrary in this
section or section 3313.65 of the Revised Code, a child under
twenty-two years of age may attend school in the school district
in which the child, at the end of the first full week of Cctober
of the school year, was entitled to attend school as otherwi se
provi ded under this section or section 3313.65 of the Revised
Code, if at that tinme the child was enrolled in the schools of the
district but since that time the child or the child s parent has
rel ocated to a new address |ocated outside of that school district
and within the sane county as the child' s or parent's address
i medi ately prior to the relocation. The child may continue to
attend school in the district, and at the school to which the
child was assigned at the end of the first full week of Cctober of
the current school year, for the bal ance of the school year
Division (1)(1) of this section applies only if both of the

follow ng conditions are satisfied:

(a) The board of education of the school district in which
the child was entitled to attend school at the end of the first
full week in Cctober and of the district to which the child or
child's parent has rel ocated each has adopted a policy to enrol

children described in division (1)(1) of this section.

(b) The child's parent provides witten notification of the
rel ocati on outside of the school district to the superintendent of

each of the two school districts.

(2) At the beginning of the school year follow ng the schoo
year in which the child or the child s parent rel ocated outside of
the school district as described in division (1)(1) of this

section, the child is not entitled to attend school in the schoo
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di strict under that division.

(3) Any person or entity owing tuition to the school district
on behalf of the child at the end of the first full week in
October, as provided in division (C) of this section, shal
continue to owe such tuition to the district for the child's
attendance under division (1)(1) of this section for the | esser of
the balance of the school year or the balance of the tine that the
child attends school in the district under division (1)(1) of this

secti on.

(4) A pupil who may attend school in the district under
division (1)(1) of this section shall be entitled to
transportation services pursuant to an agreenent between the
district and the district in which the child or child s parent has
rel ocated unless the districts have not entered into such
agreenent, in which case the child shall be entitled to
transportation services in the same nmanner as a pupil attending
school in the district under interdistrict open enroll nent as
described in division (H of section 3313.981 of the Revi sed Code,
regardl ess of whether the district has adopted an open enrol | nent
policy as described in division (B)(1)(b) or (c) of section
3313. 98 of the Revised Code.

(J) This division does not apply to a child receiving speci al

educati on.

A school district required to pay tuition pursuant to
division (C(2) or (3) of this section or section 3313.65 of the
Revi sed Code shall have an anmpunt deducted under division (F) of
section 3317.023 of the Revised Code equal to its own tuition rate
for the sane period of attendance. A school district entitled to
receive tuition pursuant to division (Q(2) or (3) of this section
or section 3313.65 of the Revised Code shall have an anount

credited under division (F) of section 3317.023 of the Revised
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Code equal to its own tuition rate for the sanme period of
attendance. If the tuition rate credited to the district of
attendance exceeds the rate deducted fromthe district required to
pay tuition, the departnent of education shall pay the district of
attendance the difference from anounts deducted from all

districts' paynents under division (F) of section 3317.023 of the
Revi sed Code but not credited to other school districts under such
di vision and from appropriations made for such purpose. The
treasurer of each school district shall, by the fifteenth day of
January and July, furnish the superintendent of public instruction
a report of the names of each child who attended the district's
school s under divisions (C(2) and (3) of this section or section
3313. 65 of the Revised Code during the preceding six cal endar

nont hs, the duration of the attendance of those children, the
school district responsible for tuition on behalf of the child,

and any other information that the superintendent requires.

Upon recei pt of the report the superintendent, pursuant to
division (F) of section 3317.023 of the Revised Code, shall deduct
each district's tuition obligations under divisions (C(2) and (3)
of this section or section 3313.65 of the Revised Code and pay to
the district of attendance that anount plus any amount required to

be paid by the state.

(K) I'n the event of a disagreenent, the superintendent of
public instruction shall determ ne the school district in which

t he parent resides.

(L) Nothing in this section requires or authorizes, or shal
be construed to require or authorize, the adm ssion to a public
school in this state of a pupil who has been permanentl|ly excl uded
from public school attendance by the superintendent of public
i nstruction pursuant to sections 3301.121 and 3313. 662 of the
Revi sed Code.
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(M _In accordance with division (B)(1) of this section, a

child whose parent is a nenber of the national quard or a reserve

unit of the arned forces of the United States and is called to

active duty, or a child whose parent is a nenber of the arned

forces of the United States and is ordered to a tenporary duty

assi gnnent _outside of the district, may continue to attend school

in the district in which the child's parent |ived before being

called to active duty or ordered to a tenporary duty assi gnnment

outside of the district, as long as the child's parent continues

to be a resident of that district, and regardl ess of where the

child lives as a result of the parent's active duty status or

tenporary duty assignnent. However., the district is not

responsible for providing transportation for the child if the

child lives outside of the district as a result of the parent's

active duty status or tenporary duty assignnent.

Sec. 3332.20. As used in this section, "active duty" neans

full-tine duty in the active mlitary service of the United

States, including full-tine training duty, annual training duty,

and active state duty for nenbers of the national guard.

(A) Each institution that holds a certificate of registration

fromthe state board of career colleges and schools under this

chapter shall grant a student a mlitary | eave of absence fromthe

institution while the student is serving on active duty, and for

one vear after the conclusion of that service, if the student is a

nenber of the United States national quard or other reserve

conponent of the arned forces of the United States. or a nenber of

those arned forces in a retired status, and is called to active

duty. The student shall not suffer an academ c penalty as a result

of the | eave of absence.

(B) If requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A) of this section not later than
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one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the

institution in which the student is enrolled shall do either of

the followi ng, as elected by the student:

(1) Credit tuition and fee charges toward a subsequent

acadenmic termin an anpunt that is one hundred per cent of what

the student paid the institution for the acadenm c termin which

the student wi thdraws;

(2) Refund tuition and fees paid for the acadenic term

provi ded the student wi thdraws before the w thdraw date

established by the institution. The refund shall equal one hundred

per cent of the tuition and fee charges the student paid the

institution for the acadenic term |f the student w thdraws after

the withdraw date established by the institution, the student is

ineligible for a refund of tuition and fee charges. For the

pur poses of this section, the "wi thdraw date" shall be the sane as

the date set by the institution for its general student popul ation

to withdraw fromthe institution or a course or class w thout

acadeni ¢ _penal ty.

(CQ If requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A of this section not |ater than

one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the

institution shall restore the student to the educati onal status

the student had attained prior to being called to active duty

wi thout | oss of academ c credits earned, schol arships or grants

awarded, or tuition and other fees paid prior to the commencenent

of active duty., except as provided in division (B) of this

section.

(D) If an institution fails to conply with this section, the

student may bring an action against the institution to enforce its

provisions in the court of common pleas of the county in which the

student resides. |If the student resides outside of this state, the
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action shall be brought in the court of commpn pleas of the county

in which the canpus of the institution previously attended by the

student is |located. The court nmay award reasonable attorney's fees

and expenses if the student prevails in the action.

Sec. 3345.53. As used in this section, "active duty" neans

full-tine duty in the active mlitary service of the United

States, including full-tine training duty, annual training duty,

and active state duty for nenbers of the national guard.

(A) Each state institution of higher education, as defined in

section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, shall grant a student a

mlitary | eave of absence fromthe institution while the student

is serving on active duty, and for one vear after the conclusion

of that service, if the student is a nenber of the United States

nati onal gquard or other reserve conponent of the arned forces of

the United States, or a nenber of those arned forces in a retired

status, and is called to active duty. The student shall not suffer

an academ c penalty as a result of the | eave of absence.

(B) If requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A of this section not later than

one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the state

institution of higher education in which the student is enrolled

shall do either of the followi ng., as elected by the student:

(1) Credit tuition and fee charges toward a subsequent

academic termin an anpunt that is one hundred per cent of what

the student paid the institution for the academ c termin which

the student wi t hdraws;

(2) Refund tuition and fees paid for the academ c term

provi ded the student wi thdraws before the w thdraw date

established by the institution. The refund shall equal one hundred

per cent of the tuition and fee charges the student paid the
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institution for the acadenic term |f the student w thdraws after

the withdraw date established by the institution, the student is

ineligible for a refund of tuition and fee charges. For the

pur poses of this section., the "wi thdraw date" shall be the sane as

the date set by the institution for its general student popul ation

to withdraw fromthe institution or a course or class w thout

acadeni ¢ _penal ty.

(Q 1f requested by a student granted a mlitary | eave of

absence pursuant to division (A of this section not later than

one vear after the student's release fromactive duty, the state

institution of higher education shall restore the student to the

educational status the student had attained prior to being called

to active duty without |oss of academ c credits earned,

schol arshi ps or grants awarded. or tuition and other fees paid

prior to the coomencenent of active duty, except as provided in

division (B) of this section.

(D) If a state institution of higher education fails to

conply with this section, the student nmy bring an action agai nst

the institution to enforce its provisions in the court of clains.

The court may award reasonable attorney's fees and expenses if the

student prevails in the action.

Sec. 3915.053. (A)(1) Except as provided in division (A (2)

of this section, this section shall apply to any individual life

i nsurance policy insuring the life of a reservist, as defined in
section 3923.381 of the Revised Code, who is on active duty

pursuant to an executive order of the president of the United

States, an act of the conaress of the United States. or section
5919. 29 or 5923.21 of the Revised Code, if the life insurance

policy nmeets both of the follow ng conditions:

(a) The policy has been in force for at | east one hundred

ei ghty days.
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(b) The policy has been brought within the "Servi cenenbers
Civil Relief Act.," 117 Stat. 2835 (2003)., 50 U.S.C. App. 541, et

Seq.

(2) This section does not apply to any policy that was

cancelled or that had | apsed for the nonpaynent of prem uns prior

to the commencenent of the insured' s period of mlitary service.

(B) An individual life insurance policy described in division

(A) of this section shall not |apse or be forfeited for the

nonpaynment of prem uns during a reservist's period of mlitary

service or during the two-year period subsequent to the end of the

reservist's period of mlitary service.

(C) This section does not limt a life insurance conpany's

enforcenent of provisions in the insured's policy relating to

naval or mlitary service in tine of war.

Sec. 4933.12. (A) Except as provided in division (C) of this
section and division (E) of section 5117.11 of the Revised Code,
i f any person supplied with gas neglects or refuses to pay the
amount due for sdueh the gas or for rent of articles hired by him
the person froma natural gas conpany or a gas conpany, the
company may stop the gas fromentering the prenises of sueh the
person. In such cases, after twenty-four hours' notice, the
of ficers, servants, or workers of the conpany may enter the
prem ses of such persons, between eight a.m and four p.m, take
away such property of the conpany, and di sconnect any nmeter from

the mains or pipes of the conpany.

(B) The conpany shall not refuse to furnish gas on account of
arrearages due it for gas furnished to persons fornmerly receiving
services at the prenm ses as customers of the conpany, provided the
former custoners are not continuing to reside at sueh the

premni ses.
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(O The conpany shall not, for any reason, unless required by
the consuner~ for safety reasons, or unless tanpering with utility
conmpany equi prent or theft of gas or utility conmpany equi prent has
occurred, stop gas fromentering the premnm ses of any residenti al
consuner for the period beginning on the fifteenth day of Novenber
and ending on the fifteenth day of the follow ng April, unless

both of the follow ng apply:

(1) The account of the consumer is in arrears thirty days or

nor e—._

(2) Where |f the occupant of residential premses is a tenant
whose landlord is responsible for paynent for the service provided
by the company, the conpany has, five days previously, notified
the occupant of its intent to discontinue service to himthe

occupant .

(D) No conpany shall stop the gas fromentering any
residential prem ses between the fifteenth day of Novenber and the
fifteenth day of April because of a failure to pay the anount due
for sueh the gas unless the conpany, at the tinme it sends or
delivers to the premnises notices of termnation, infornms the
occupant of the premi ses where to obtain state and federal aid for
paynent of utility bills and for honme weat herization and
information on | ocal governnent aid for paynent of utility bills

and for hone weat herizati on.

(E) On or before the first day of Novenber, a county hunan
servi ces departnment may request a conpany to give prior
notification of any residential service termnations to occur
during the period beginning on the fifteenth day of Novenber
i mredi ately follow ng the departnment's request and ending on the
fifteenth day of the following April. |If a department makes such a
witten request, at |east twenty-four hours before the conpany

term nates services to a residential customer in the county during
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that period for failure to pay the amount due for service, the
conmpany shall provide witten notice to the departnent of the
resi dential custoner whose service the conpany so intends to
term nate. No conpany that has received such a request shall
term nate such service during that period unless it has provided

the notice required under this division

(F) No conpany shall stop gas fromentering the residentia

prenmi ses of any residential consuner who is deployed on active

duty for nonpaynent for gas supplied to the residential prem ses.

Upon return of a residential consuner fromactive duty, the

conpany shall offer the residential consuner a period equal to at

| east the period of deploynent on active duty to pay any

arrearages incurred during the period of deploynent. The conpany

shall informthe residential consuner that, if the period the

conpany offers presents a hardship to the consuner, the consuner

nay request a longer period to pay the arrearages and, in the case

of a conpany that is a public utility as defined in section

4905. 02 of the Revised Code, nmy request the assistance of the

public utilities conm ssion to obtain a |longer period. No late

paynent fees or interest shall be charged to the residentia

consuner _during the period of deploynent or the repaynent period.

If a conpany that is a public utility determ nes that anpunts

owed by a residential consuner who is deployed on active duty are

uncol l ectible, the conpany nay file an application with the public

utilities comm ssion for approval of authority to recover the

amounts. The recovery shall be through a rider on the base rates

of customers of the conmpany or through other neans as may be

approved by the commi ssion, provided that any anount approved to

be recovered through a rider or other neans shall not be

consi dered by the commi ssion in any subsequent rate determ nation

As used in this division, "active duty" neans active duty
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pursuant to an executive order of the president of the United

States, an act of the congress of the United States, or section
5919. 29 or 5923.21 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4933.121. (A) Except as provided in division (E) of
section 5117.11 of the Revised Code, an electric |ight conpany
shall not, for any reason, unless requested by the consuners for
safety reasons, or unless tanpering with utility conpany equi pnent
or theft of electricity or utility conpany equi pnent has occurred,
cease to provide electricity to any residential consumer for the
peri od beginning on the fifteenth day of Novenber and endi ng on
the fifteenth day of the following April, unless both of the
foll ow ng apply:

(1) The account of the consuner is in arrears thirty days or

nor e—._

(2) VWhere |f the occupant of residential premses is a tenant
whose landlord is responsible for paynent for the service provided
by the conpany, the conpany has, five days previously, notified
the occupant of its intent to discontinue service to himthe

occupant .

(B) The conpany shall not refuse to furnish electricity on
account of arrearages due it for electricity furnished to persons
formerly receiving services at the prem ses as custoners of the
conmpany, provided the forner customers are not continuing to

reside at such the premses.

(C© No conpany shall cease to provide electricity to any
residential prem ses between the fifteenth day of Novenber and the
fifteenth day of April because of a failure to pay the anount due
for sueh the electricity unless the conpany, at the tinme it sends
or delivers to the prem ses notices of termnation, infornms the

occupant of the premi ses where to obtain state and federal aid for

Page 34

992
993
994

995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003

1004
1005

1006
1007
1008
1009
1010

1011
1012
1013
1014
1015

1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021



Sub. H. B. No. 426
As Reported by the Senate State and Local Government and Veterans Affairs
Committee

paynment of utility bills and for home weatherization and
information on | ocal governnent aid for paynment of utility bills

and for hone weatherizati on.

(D) On or before the first day of Novenmber, a county human
servi ces departnment nmay request a conpany to give prior
notification of any residential service termnations to occur
during the period beginning on the fifteenth day of Novenber
i Mmediately following the departnment's request and endi ng on the
fifteenth day of the following April. If a departnent nakes such a
witten request, at |east twenty-four hours before the conpany
term nates services to a residential customer in the county during
that period for failure to pay the amount due for service, the
conmpany shall provide witten notice to the departnent of the
residential customer whose service the conpany so intends to
term nate. No conpany that has received such a request shall
term nate such service during that period unless it has provided

the notice required under this division

(E) No conpany shall cease to provide electricity to the

residential prem ses of any residential consuner who is depl oyed

on active duty for nonpaynent for electricity provided to the

residential prem ses.

Upon return of a residential consuner fromactive duty, the

conpany shall offer the residential consuner a period equal to at

| east the period of deploynent on active duty to pay any

arrearages incurred during the period of deploynent. The conpany

shall informthe residential consuner that, if the period the

conpany offers presents a hardship to the consuner, the consuner

may request a longer period to pay the arrearages and, in the case

of a conpany that is a public utility as defined in section

4905. 02 of the Revised Code, nmy request the assistance of the

public utilities conm ssion to obtain a |onger period. No |ate

paynent fees or interest shall be charged to the residential
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consuner during the period of deploynent or the repaynent period.

If a conpany that is a public utility determ nes that anpunts

owed by a residential consuner who is deployed on active duty are

uncol l ectible, the conpany nay file an application with the public

utilities comm ssion for approval of authority to recover the

amounts. The recovery shall be through a rider on the base rates

of custoners of the conpany or through other nmeans as may be

approved by the conm ssion, provided that any anount approved to

be recovered through a rider or other neans shall not be

consi dered by the commi ssion in any subsequent rate determ nhation

As used in this division, "active duty" neans active duty

pursuant to an executive order of the president of the United

States, an act of the congress of the United States. or section
5919. 29 or 5923.21 of the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 125.021, 3313.64, 4933.12,
and 4933. 121 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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