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125th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 463
2003-2004

Representatives Combs, Clancy, Young, Hollister, Collier, Flowers,
Schneider, Schaffer, Wolpert, Hagan, Hughes, McGregor, Gibbs, Daniels,

Walcher, Schmidt, Wilson, Jerse, Carano, Seaver

A BILL

To anend sections 3313.671 and 3701. 13 of the Revised
Code to require students to be immni zed agai nst

chi cken pox subject to certain exceptions.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3313.671 and 3701. 13 of the Revi sed

Code be amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 3313.671. (A)(1) Except as otherw se provided in this

division (B) of this section, no pupil, at the time of initial

entry or at the beginning of each school year, to an elenentary or
hi gh school for which the state board of education prescribes

nm ni num st andards pursuant to division (D) of section 3301.07 of
the Revised Code, shall be permitted to remain in school for nore
than fourteen days unless the pupil presents witten evidence
satisfactory to the person in charge of adm ssion, that the pupi
has been i mmuni zed by a nethod of imunization approved by the
department of health pursuant to section 3701. 13 of the Revised
Code agai nst munps, polionyelitis, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus,
rubeol a, and rubella or is in the process of being se inmunized.

Also—except
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(2) Except as provided in this division (B) of this section,
no pupil who begins kindergarten at an el enentary school subject
to the state board of education's m ni mum standards dur-hg—or

afterthe schoolyear beginning+n—1999 shall be pernitted to

remain in school for nore than fourteen days unless the pupi

presents written evidence satisfactory to the person in charge of

adm ssion that the pupil has been i Mmuni zed by a departnent of

heal t h-approved nmet hod of inmuni zati on agatnst—hepatitis—B or is

in the process of being se i muni zed agai nst both of the

foll owi ng:

(a) During or after the school vyear beginning in 1999,

hepatitis B

(b) During or after the school vyear beginning in 2005,
chi cken pox. ~n

(3) As used in divisions (A (1) and (2) of this section, "in

the process of being se i munized" nmeans the pupil has been

i mmuni zed agai nst nunps, rubeol a ard, rubella, and chicken pox,

and if the pupil has not been inmuni zed agai nst polionyelitis,
di pht heria, pertussis, tetanus, and hepatitis B, the pupil has
received at least the first dose of the i munization sequence, and
presents witten evidence to the pupil's building principal or

chief adnmnistrative officer of each subsequent dose required to

obtain inmuni zation at the intervals prescribed by the director of
heal th. Any student previously admitted under the "in process of
bei ng se i muni zed" provision and who has not conplied with the

i mmuni zation intervals prescribed by the director of health shal
be excluded from school on the fifteenth day of the follow ng
school year. Any student so excluded shall be readmtted upon
showi ng evidence to the student's buil ding principal or chief

adm nistrative officer of progress on the director of health's

i nterval schedul e.
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(B)(1) A pupil who has had natural rubeola, and presents a

signed statenment fromthe pupil's parent, guardi an, or physician

to that effect, is not required to be i muni zed agai nst rubeol a.

(2) A pupil who has had natural nunps, and presents a signed

statenent fromthe pupil's parent, guardian, or physician to that

effect, is not required to be inmuni zed agai nst nunps.

(3) A pupil who has had natural chicken pox, and presents a

signed statenent fromthe pupil's parent, quardi an, or physician

to that effect, is not required to be i mmuni zed agai nst chi cken

poOXx.

(4) A pupil who presents a witten statenent of the pupil's
parent or guardian in which the parent or guardi an ebjects

declines to theirruhizatieon—tor—good—eause have the pupi

i mmuni zed for reasons of conscience, including religious

convictions, is not required to be inmmunized.

43(5) A child whose physician certifies in witing that such
i muni zati on agai nst any disease is nedically contraindicated is

not required to be inmmuni zed agai nst that di sease. Fhis—seetion

£B)y(C) Notwithstanding division (B) of this section, a school

may deny admi ssion to a pupil otherw se excepted from i mmni zati on

requirenents for a period of tine specified by the director of

health if the director notifies the school's principal or chief

adm nistrative officer that a risk to public health exists. The

exi stence of a risk shall be based on the circunstances

surrounding the risk and determ ned in the sole discretion of the

di rector.
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(D) Boards of health, legislative authorities of nunicipal
corporations, and boards of township trustees on application of
the board of education of the district or proper authority of any
school affected by this section, shall provide at the public
expense, without delay, the nmeans of inmmunization agai nst nunps,
pol i onyelitis, rubeola, rubella, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus,

and hepatitis B, _and chicken pox to pupils who are not so provided

by their parents or guardi ans.

Sec. 3701.13. The departnment of health shall have supervision
of all matters relating to the preservation of the life and health
of the people and have ultinate authority in matters of quarantine
and isolation, which it may declare and enforce, when neither
exi sts, and nodify, relax, or abolish, when either has been
establ i shed. H The departnent nay approve seans net hods of
i muni zati on agai nst npurps—potomrelitis—rubeola—diphtheria-
rubeHa{(Cermanr—reastes)—pertussis—tetanrus—and—hepatitis—B the
di seases specified in section 3313.671 of the Revised Code for the
pur pose of carrying out the provisions of seection3313-671of the

Revised—Cede that section and take such actions as are necessary

to encourage vacci nation agai nst those di seases. H

The departnent may nake special or standing orders or rules

for preventing the use of fluoroscopes for nonnedi cal purposes
which enit doses of radiation likely to be harnful to any person
for preventing the spread of contagi ous or infectious diseases,
for governing the recei pt and conveyance of renains of deceased
persons, and for such other sanitary matters as are best
controlled by a general rule. Whenever possible, the departnent
shall work in cooperation with the health conm ssioner of a
general or city health district. It may nmake and enforce orders in

| ocal matters when an energency exists, or when the board of
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health of a general or city health district has neglected or
refused to act with sufficient pronptness or efficiency, or when
such board has not been established as provided by sections

3709. 02, 3709.03, 3709.05, 3709.06, 3709.11, 3709.12, and 3709. 14
of the Revised Code. In such cases the necessary expense incurred
shall be paid by the general health district or city for which the

servi ces are rendered.

The departnment may make eval uative studies of the nutritional
status of Chio residents, and of the food and nutrition-rel ated
prograns operating within the state. Every agency of the state, at
the request of the departnment, shall provide information and

otherw se assist in the execution of such studies.

Section 2. That existing sections 3313.671 and 3701. 13 of the

Revi sed Code are hereby repeal ed.
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