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A BILL

To amend section 9.92 of the Revised Code to pernit a
Board of County Conmm ssioners to enter into an
agreenent of affiliation with a citizens' reward
program and to require the inposition of one
dollar in additional court costs to assist in the

funding of affiliated citizens' reward prograns.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 9.92 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 9.92. (A) As used in this section—¢citizens—:

(1) "CGitizens' reward progrant neans any organi zation that

satisfies all of the following criteria:

H(a) It is a nonprofit organization;
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2(b) It is organized and operated exclusively to offer and
pay rewards to citizens for volunteering tips and infornmation to
| aw enf orcenment agenci es concerning felonies, offenses of

vi ol ence, or m sdeneanors that have been comm tted;

33(c) It has established a reward fund to be used solely for
t he paynent of rewards to citizens for volunteering tips and
information to | aw enforcenent agenci es concerning felonies,

of fenses of violence, or m sdeneanors that have been comm tt ed.

(2) "Detention facility" has the sane nmeaning as in section
2921. 01 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) Acitizens' reward programmy apply to the board of
county commi ssioners of any county or counties in which it
operates for recognition as the official reward programfor that
county or counties. Upon receipt of the application, the board of
county commi ssioners shall deternmine if it is in proper order and
the infornmation it contains is correct. |If the application neets
these criteria, the board, by resolution, may officially recognize
the program Recognition of a program by a county under this
division qualifies the programfor funding of its reward fund
under division (E)(2) of section 2933.41 of the Revised Code. No
nore than one such reward program shall be recognized in any

county.

(O((1) If a board of county comm ssioners enters into an

agreenent _of affiliation with a citizens' reward program pursuant

to division (D) of this section, any nunicipal court. county

court, or court of common pleas within the county shall inpose the

sumof one dollar as costs in any case in which a person is

convicted of or pleads quilty to any offense other than a traffic

offense. This one dollar additional court costs is in addition to

any other court costs that the court is required by law to inpose

upon the offender, and, the court shall inpose the one doll ar

Page 2

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20

21
22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43



Sub. H. B. No. 49
As Passed by the Senate

additional court costs as long as the agreenent of affiliation

remains in effect, but the court, in the court's discretion, my

remt this one dollar additional court costs to the offender. The

clerk of each court shall transmt all such npneys collected

during a nmonth on or before the twentieth day of the follow ng

nonth to the affiliated citizens' reward program

(2) No person shall be placed or held in a detention facility

for failing to pay the additional one dollar court costs that are

required to be paid by division (©(1) of this section

(3) Acitizens' reward programreceiving funds pursuant to

division (O (1) of this section may use the funds for any purpose

described in division (A (1)(b) or (c) of this section.

(D) (1) Any citizens' reward programthat is recogni zed under

division (B) of this section nay enter into a witten aqgreenent of

affiliation with a board of county comm ssioners in the county in

whi ch the program operates. Adreenents of affiliation executed

pursuant to this division shall be valid for two vears and nay be

renewed. The agreenents shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Specify the relationship between the citizens' reward

program the county, and | aw enforcenent agencies in the county;

(b) Specify that the citizens' reward program shall account

annual ly to the board of county conmi ssioners for all funds raised

by the organi zation fromall sources and all funds expended by the

organi zati on for any purpose;

(c) Allow the citizens' reward programto item ze the sources

of funds raised without referring to the nane of the source;

(d) Prohibit the citizens' reward programfromdivul gi ng the

identity of any person to whoma reward was pai d.

(2) In every county in which the board of county

conmi ssi oners approves of an agreenent of affiliation, the board
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shall notify the clerk of each nunicipal court, county court, and

court of commpn pleas within the county of that agreenent of

affiliation and of the duty to collect the additional court costs

i nposed pursuant to division (€ of this section.

(E) The recognition of a citizens' reward program under this
section does not make it a governnental unit for purposes of
section 149.43 of the Revised Code and does not subject it to the
di scl osure provisions of that section. A board of county
conmi ssioners that recognizes a citizens' reward program pursuant
to this section shall require the programto provide the board
with an accounting of all funds the programreceives or disburses

subsequent to its recognition in order to maintain recognition

BH(F) A board of county comm ssioners that recognizes a
citizens' reward programunder this section may by resol ution
revoke its recognition of the program The board shall send a copy
of the resolution, upon adoption, to the programand to each
appropriate | aw enforcenent agency that has jurisdiction over the

territory served by the program

(G An application for recognition of a citizens' reward

program shall contain all of the follow ng information
(1) The name of the programand its nmiling address;

(2) The nane and address of each of its officers or

of ficials;

(3) Information sufficient to establish the intention and
ability of the program s officers to inplenent the program

t hr oughout the county;

(4) The purposes for which the programis organi zed and

operated and the services it offers;

(5) A copy of the articles of incorporation and byl aws of the

program if applicable, or a copy of the rul es and procedures
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under which the programis organi zed and oper at ed,;

(6) Any other relevant information that the board of county

commi ssioners requires, by resol ution.

Section 2. That existing section 9.92 of the Revised Code is

her eby repeal ed.
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