As Introduced

125th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 97
2003-2004

Representatives Willamowski, Hagan, McGregor, Seitz, Calvert, Schmidt,
Schaffer, Faber, Allen, White, Seaver, Ujvagi, Webster, Fessler, Callender,

Buehrer

A BILL

To anend sections 505.37, 505.50, and 5549. 021 of the
Revi sed Code to permt a board of township
trustees to enter into a |l ease or a lease with an
option to purchase for police departnment or road
equi pnrent and a board of township trustees, a
board of fire district trustees, or a mnunici pal
corporation legislative authority to enter into a
| ease or |l ease with an option to purchase for

fire-fighting equipnent.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 505.37, 505.50, and 5549. 021 of the

Revi sed Code be anended to read as follows:

Sec. 505.37. (A) The board of township trustees may establish
all necessary rules to guard against the occurrence of fires and
to protect the property and |ives of the citizens agai nst danage
and accidents, and may, with the approval of the specifications by
the prosecuting attorney or, if the towship has adopted linmited
horme rul e governnent under ehapter Chapter 504-. of the Revised

Code, with the approval of the specifications by the township's
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| aw director, purchase, |lease, lease with an option to purchase,

or otherw se provide any fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators,
or other equi pnent, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and

wat er supply for fire-fighting purposes that seens advisable to
the board. The board shall provide for the care and mmi nt enance of
fire equi prent, and, for these purposes, may purchase, |ease,

| ease with an option to purchase, or construct and maintain

necessary buildings, and it may establish and maintain |ines of
fire-alarmconmunications within the lints of the township. The
board may enpl oy one or nore persons to maintain and operate
fire-fighting equipnment, or it may enter into an agreement with a
volunteer fire conpany for the use and operation of fire-fighting
equi prment. The board may conpensate the nmenbers of a vol unteer
fire conpany on any basis and in any anount that it considers

equi t abl e.

(B) The boards of township trustees of any two or nore
townshi ps, or the legislative authorities of any two or nore
political subdivisions, or any conbination thereof, may, through

joint action, unite in the joint purchase, |lease, lease with an

option to purchase, maintenance, use, and operation of

fire-fighting equipnent, or for any other purpose designated in
sections 505.37 to 505.42 of the Revised Code, and may prorate the
expense of the joint action on any terns that are nutually agreed

upon.

(C The board of township trustees of any township may, by
resol uti on, whenever it is expedient and necessary to guard
agai nst the occurrence of fires or to protect the property and
lives of the citizens agai nst damages resulting fromtheir
occurrence, create a fire district of any portions of the township

that it considers necessary. The board nmay purchase, |ease, |ease

with an option to purchase, or otherw se provide any fire

appar atus, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water supply
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for fire-fighting purposes, or may contract for the fire
protection for the fire district as provided in section 9.60 of
the Revised Code. The fire district so created shall be given a

separate nanme by which it shall be known.

Addi ti onal unincorporated territory of the township may be
added to a fire district upon the board' s adoption of a resolution
aut hori zing the addition. A municipal corporation that is within
or adjoining the towship my be added to a fire district upon the
board' s adoption of a resolution authorizing the addition and the
nmuni ci pal |egislative authority's adoption of a resolution or
ordi nance requesting the addition of the rnunicipal corporation to

the fire district.

If the township fire district inposes a tax, additiona
uni ncorporated territory of the township or a nmunicipa
corporation that is within or adjoining the township shall becone
part of the fire district only after all of the follow ng have

occurr ed:

(1) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a
resol uti on approving the expansion of the territorial linmts of
the district and, if the resolution proposes to add a nuni ci pal
corporation, adoption by the nunicipal |legislative authority of a
resol ution or ordinance requesting the addition of the nunicipal

corporation to the district;

(2) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a
resol uti on reconmendi ng the extension of the tax to the additional

territory;

(3) Approval of the tax by the electors of the territory

proposed for addition to the district.

Each resol ution of the board adopted under division (C)(2) of
this section shall state the nane of the fire district, a

description of the territory to be added, and the rate and
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term nation date of the tax, which shall be the rate and
termnation date of the tax currently in effect in the fire

district.

The board of trustees shall certify each resol ution adopted
under division (C(2) of this section to the board of elections in
accordance wth section 5705.19 of the Revised Code. The el ection
requi red under division (Q(3) of this section shall be held,
canvassed, and certified in the manner provided for the subm ssion
of tax levies under section 5705.25 of the Revised Code, except

that the question appearing on the ballot shall read:

"Shall the territory within ........................
(description of the proposed territory to be added) be added to
........................ (nanme) fire district, and a property tax
at a rate of taxation not exceeding ...... (here insert tax rate)
be in effect for .......... (here insert the nunber of years the
tax is to be in effect or "a continuing period of tinme," as

appl i cabl e) ?"

If the question is approved by at least a mpjority of the
el ectors voting on it, the joinder shall be effective as of the
first day of July of the year follow ng approval, and on that
date, the township fire district tax shall be extended to the
taxabl e property within the territory that has been added. |f the
territory that has been added is a municipal corporation and if it
had adopted a tax levy for fire purposes, the levy is term nated

on the effective date of the joinder.

Any nuni ci pal corporation may wthdraw froma towship fire
district created under division (C) of this section by the
adoption by the nunicipal |egislative authority of a resolution or
ordi nance ordering withdrawal. On the first day of July of the
year follow ng the adoption of the resolution or ordinance of
wi t hdrawal , the municipal corporation withdrawi ng ceases to be a

part of the district, and the power of the fire district to levy a
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tax upon taxable property in the w thdraw ng nunici pal corporation
term nates, except that the fire district shall continue to | evy
and collect taxes for the paynent of indebtedness within the
territory of the fire district as it was conposed at the tine the

i ndebt edness was i ncurred.

Upon the withdrawal of any nunicipal corporation froma
township fire district created under division (C of this section,
the county auditor shall ascertain, apportion, and order a
di vision of the funds on hand, noneys and taxes in the process of
coll ection except for taxes levied for the paynent of
i ndebt edness, credits, and real and personal property, either in
noney or in kind, on the basis of the valuation of the respective
tax duplicates of the w thdraw ng nunicipal corporation and the

remaining territory of the fire district.

A board of township trustees nmay renpve uni ncor porat ed
territory of the township fromthe fire district upon the adoption
of a resolution authorizing the renmoval. On the first day of July
of the year follow ng the adoption of the resolution, the
uni ncor porated township territory described in the resol ution
ceases to be a part of the district, and the power of the fire
district to levy a tax upon taxable property in that territory
term nates, except that the fire district shall continue to | evy
and collect taxes for the paynent of indebtedness within the
territory of the fire district as it was conposed at the tinme the

i ndebt edness was i ncurred.

(D) The board of township trustees of any township, the board
of fire district trustees of a fire district created under section
505. 371 of the Revised Code, or the legislative authority of any

muni ci pal corporation may purchase, | ease, or |ease with an option

to purchase the necessary fire-fighting equi pnent, buildings, and

sites for the township, fire district, or municipal corporation

and i ssue securities for that purpose with maxi mum maturities as
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provided in section 133.20 of the Revised Code. The board of
township trustees, board of fire district trustees, or legislative
authority nmay al so construct any buil dings necessary to house
fire-fighting equi pmrent and issue securities for that purpose with
maxi mum maturities as provided in section 133.20 of the Revised
Code. The board of township trustees, board of fire district
trustees, or legislative authority nay issue the securities of the
township, fire district, or nunicipal corporation, signed by the
board or designated officer of the municipal corporation and
attested by the signature of the township, fire district, or
muni ci pal clerk, covering any deferred paynents and payable at the
times provided, which securities shall bear interest not to exceed
the rate determ ned as provided in section 9.95 of the Revised
Code, and shall not be subject to Chapter 133. of the Revised
Code. The legislation authorizing the issuance of the securities
shall provide for levying and collecting annually by taxation,
amounts sufficient to pay the interest on and principal of the
securities. The securities shall be offered for sale on the open

mar ket or given to the vendor or contractor if no sale is nade.

(E) A board of township trustees of any township or a board
of fire district trustees of a fire district created under section
505. 371 of the Revised Code may purchase a policy or policies of
liability insurance for the officers, enployees, and appointees of
the fire departnent, fire district, or joint fire district
governed by the board that includes personal injury liability
coverage as to the civil liability of those officers, enployees,
and appointees for false arrest, detention, or inprisonment,
mal i ci ous prosecution, |ibel, slander, defanation or other
violation of the right of privacy, wongful entry or eviction, or
ot her invasion of the right of private occupancy, arising out of

the performance of their duties.

When a board of township trustees cannot, by deed of gift or
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by purchase and upon terns it considers reasonable, procure |and
for a township fire station that is needed in order to respond in
reasonable tinme to a fire or nedical energency, the board may
appropriate land for that purpose under sections 163.01 to 163. 22
of the Revised Code. If it is necessary to acquire additiona

adj acent land for enlarging or inproving the fire station, the
board may purchase, appropriate, or accept a deed of gift for the

| and for these purposes.

(F) As used in this division, "emergency nedical service
organi zation" has the same neaning as in section 4766.01 of the
Revi sed Code.

A board of township trustees, by adoption of an appropriate
resol ution, may choose to have the GChi o anbul ance |icensing board

license any energency nedi cal service organization it operates. If

the board adopts such a resol ution, Chapter 4766. of the Revised
Code, except for sections 4766.06 and 4766.99 of the Revi sed Code,
applies to the organi zation. Al rules adopted under the
appl i cabl e sections of that chapter also apply to the

organi zation. A board of township trustees, by adoption of an
appropriate resolution, may renove its energency nedi cal service
organi zation fromthe jurisdiction of the Chio ambul ance |icensing

boar d.

Sec. 505.50. The board of township trustees nay purchase,

| ease, lease with an option to purchase, or otherw se acquire any

pol i ce apparatus, equipnent, including a public comrunications
system or materials that the township police district requires

and may build, purchase, |ease, or lease with an option to

pur chase any buil ding or buildings and site of the building or

bui | di ngs that are necessary for the operations of the district.

The boards of trustees of any two or nore contiguous

townshi ps, nay, by joint agreenent, unite in the joint purchase,
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| ease, lease with an option to purchase, maintenance, use, and

operation of police equipnent~ for any other police purpose

desi gnated in sections 505.48 to 505.55 of the Revised Code, and
to prorate the expense of sueh that joint action on sueh terns as
are nutual ly agreed upon by the trustees in each affected

t ownshi p.

The board of trustees of any township may enter into a
contract with one or nore townships, a municipal corporation, a
park district created pursuant to section 511.18 or 1545.01 of the
Revi sed Code, or the county sheriff upon any terns that are
nmut ual | y agreed upon for the provision of police protection
services or additional police protection services either on a
regul ar basis or for additional protection in tinmes of emergency.
The contract shall be agreed to in each instance by the respective
board or boards of township trustees, the board of county
conmm ssioners, the board of park conmissioners, or the |egislative
authority of the municipal corporation involved. Sueh The contract
may provide for a fixed annual charge to be paid at the tine

agreed upon in the contract.

Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, insofar as it is
applicable to the operation of police departnents, applies to the
contracting political subdivisions and police departnent nenbers
when sdueh the nenbers are serving outside their own politica
subdi vi si on pursuant to such a contract. Police departnent nenbers
acting outside the political subdivision in which they are
enpl oyed may participate in any pension or indemity fund
established by their enployer and are entitled to all the rights
and benefits of Chapter 4123. of the Revised Code, to the sane
extent as while performng services within the political

subdi vi si on

Sec. 5549.021. (A) A board of township trustees nay purchase
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machi nery, tools, trucks, and other equi pnment for use in
constructing, maintaining, and repairing roads and, subject to
Chapter 133. of the Revised Code, may issue for that purpose
general obligation bonds of the township for which the full faith
and credit of the township shall be pl edged.

(B) A board of township trustees may enter into a | ease for

nachi nery, tools, trucks, and other equipnent for use in

constructing, maintaining, and repairing roads, including a |ease

with an option to purchase. Any | ease with an option to purchase

shall require the board to pay a cash down paynent of at | east

three-twentieths of the total cost. |If the board sells used

equi pnent _as part of a |lease with option to purchase, the cash

down payvment nmay be reduced by the anmpunt of the selling price of

the used equipnent. A lease with an option to purchase may be

entered into only with the | owest responsive and responsible

bi dder of the equi pnent after advertising for bids in the nmanner
provided in section 5575.01 of the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 505.37, 505,50, and
5549. 021 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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