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Harwood, T. Patton, Calvert, Walcher, Taylor, Raga, Fessler, Seaver, Webster,
Peterson, Wagner, Hood, Williams, Garrison, Barrett, Distel, Allen, Aslanides,
Beatty, Blessing, Book, Bubp, Carmichael, Cassell, Coley, Collier, Core,
Daniels, DeGeeter, Dolan, Domenick, Driehaus, D. Evans, Faber, Fende,
Gibbs, Gilb, Hagan, Healy, Hoops, Key, Koziura, Law, Martin, Mason, Miller,
Mitchell, Otterman, Perry, Redfern, Reinhard, Sayre, Schaffer, Skindell,

G. Smith, D. Stewart, Strahorn, Sykes, Trakas, Uecker, Ujvagi, Wagoner,
White, Widener, Widowfield

Senators Fedor, Carey, Cates, Gardner, Jacobson, Padgett, Mumper

A BILL

To anend section 3313.616 of the Revised Code to
grant hi gh school diplomas to certain veterans of
the Vietnam Conflict and to permt school
districts, educational service centers, and county
MR/ DD boards in fiscal year 2006 to apply to use
funds appropriated for school bus purchases to pay

t he cost of purchasing fuel for buses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3313.616 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

N O o A~ W N e
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Sec. 3313.616. (A)(1) Notwithstandi ng the requirenents of
sections 3313.61, 3313.611, and 3313.612 of the Revised Code, the
board of education of any city, exenpted village, or |ocal school
district or the governing authority of any chartered nonpublic
school may grant a high school diploma to any veteran of World War

Il o the Korean conflict, or the Vietnamconflict who is a

resident of this state or who was previously enrolled in any high

school in this state if all of the follow ng apply:
(a) The veteran either:

(i) Left a public or nonpublic school located in any state
prior to graduation in order to serve in the arnmed forces of the
United States;

(ii) Left a public or nonpublic school located in any state
prior to graduation due to famly circunmstances and subsequently

entered the arned forces of the United States.

(b) The veteran received an honorabl e discharge fromthe

arned forces of the United States.

(c) The veteran has not been granted a diplom as provided in
section 3313.61 or 3313.612 of the Revised Code, a diploma of
adult education as provided in section 3313.611 of the Revised

Code, or a diplona under this section.

(2) If a veteran who would otherwi se qualify for a diplom
under this section is deceased, the board of education of any
school district or the governing authority of any chartered
nonpubl i ¢ school nmay award such diploma to the veteran
post hunously and nay present that diploma to a living relative of

t he veteran.

(B) The governor's office of veterans' affairs, in accordance
with section 111.15 of the Revised Code, and with the advice and

consent of the veterans advisory conmittee established under
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di vision (K) of section 5902.02 of the Revised Code, shall devel op
and adopt rules to inplenment this section. Such rul es shal

i nclude, but not be limted to, rules establishing procedures for
application and verification of eligible veterans for a diplom

under this section

Section 2. That existing section 3313.616 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. (A Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in
division (E) of section 3317.024 of the Revised Code, in section
3317.07 of the Revised Code or in rules adopted under that
section, or in Section 206.09.21 of Am Sub. H B. 66 of the 126th
General Assenbly, during fiscal year 2006 only, upon receipt of a
wai ver granted by the Superintendent of Public Instruction a
school district, educational service center, or county MR/ DD board
may use the portion of the funds paid under appropriation item
200- 503, Bus Purchase All owance, as approved in the waiver for

purchasi ng fuel for school buses.

(B) I'n the manner specified by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction for purposes of this section, a school district,
educati onal service center, or county MR DD board may apply to the
Superintendent for a waiver to use all or a portion of the funds
paid during fiscal year 2006 under appropriation item 200-503, Bus
Purchase Al |l owance, to purchase fuel for school buses. The
Superintendent nmay grant a waiver to a school district,
educati onal service center, or county MR/ DD board only if the
di strict, service center, or county MY DD board denonstrates to
the Superintendent's satisfaction that it has a sufficient supply
of buses or contracted bus service to neet its pupi
transportation obligations for fiscal year 2006 w thout spending
all or part of its allocation of funds under appropriation item

200- 503, Bus Purchase All owance. The Superintendent shal
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prescribe in the waiver the portion of those funds that may be
used for purchasing fuel for buses.
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