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ABILL

To anmend section 4715.39 of the Revised Code to all ow
a dental assistant to apply pit and fissure

seal ants under certain circunstances.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4715.39 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol | ows:

Sec. 4715.39. (A) The state dental board may define the
duties that nay be perforned by dental assistants and ot her
i ndi vi dual s designated by the board as qualified personnel. If
defined, the duties shall be defined in rules adopted in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. The rul es may
i nclude training and practice standards for dental assistants and
other qualified personnel. The standards nay include exani nation
and i ssuance of a certificate. |If the board issues a certificate,
the recipient shall display the certificate in a conspi cuous

location in any office in which the recipient is enployed to
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performthe duties authorized by the certificate.

(B) A dental assistant nay polish the clinical crowns of

teeth if all of the followi ng requirenments are net:

(1) The dental assistant's polishing activities are limted
to the use of a rubber cup attached to a slow speed rotary denta
hand piece to renove soft deposits that build up over tinme on the

crowns of teeth.

(2) The polishing is perforned only after a dentist has
eval uated the patient and any cal cul us detected on the teeth to be

pol i shed has been renoved by a dentist or dental hygienist.

(3) The dentist supervising the assistant supervises not nore
than two dental assistants engaging in polishing activities at any

given tine.

(4) The dental assistant is certified by the dental assisting
nati onal board or the Chio conm ssion on dental assistant

certification.

(5) The dental assistant receives a certificate fromthe
board aut horizing the assistant to engage in the polishing
activities. The board shall issue the certificate if the
i ndi vi dual has successfully conpleted training in the polishing of
clinical crowns through a program accredited by the comm ssion on
dental accreditation or equivalent training approved by the board.
The training shall include courses in basic dental anatony and
i nfection control, followed by a course in coronal polishing that
i ncludes didactic, preclinical, and clinical training; any other
training required by the board; and a skills assessnent that
i ncl udes successful conpletion of standardi zed testing. The board
shal | adopt rules pursuant to division (A of this section

establ i shing standards for approval of this training.

(C) A dental assistant may apply pit and fissure sealants if

all of the follow ng requirenents are net:
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(1) A dentist evaluates the patient and designates the teeth

and surfaces that will benefit fromthe application of seal ant on

the day the application is to be perforned.

(2) The dental assistant is certified by the dental assisting

nati onal board or the Chio comm ssion on dental assistant

certification.

(3) The dental assistant has successfully conmpl eted a course

in the application of sealants consisting of at |east tw hours of

di dactic instruction and six hours of clinical instruction through

a program provided by an institution accredited by the Anerican

dental associ ation conm ssion on dental accreditation or a program

provi ded by a sponsor of continuing education approved by the

boar d.

(4) The dentist supervising the assistant has observed the

assi stant successfully apply at | east six seal ants.

(5) The dentist supervising the assistant checks and approves

the application of all sealants placed by the assistant before the

patient | eaves the | ocation where the seal ant application

procedure is perforned.

(D) Subject to this section and the applicable rules of the
board, licensed dentists nmay assign to dental assistants and ot her
qual i fi ed personnel dental procedures that do not require the
prof essi onal conpetence or skill of the |icensed dentist or dental
hygi eni st as this section or the board by rule authorizes dental
assi stants and other qualified personnel to perform The
perfornmance of dental procedures by dental assistants and ot her
qual i fied personnel shall be under direct supervision and full

responsibility of the licensed dentist.

B-(E) Nothing in this section shall be construed by rule of

the state dental board or otherwise to do the foll ow ng:
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(1) Authorize dental assistants or other qualified personnel
to engage in the practice of dental hygi ene as defined by sections
4715.22 and 4715. 23 of the Revised Code or to performthe duties
of a dental hygienist, including the renoval of cal carious
deposits, dental cement, or accretions on the crowns and roots of

teeth other than as authorized pursuant to this section;
(2) Authorize the assignnment of any of the foll ow ng:
(a) Diagnosis;

(b) Treatnent planning and prescription, including
prescription for drugs and nedi caments or authorization for

restorative, prosthodontic, or orthodontic appliances;

(c) Surgical procedures on hard or soft tissue of the ora
cavity, or any other intraoral procedure that contributes to or

results in an irrenedi able alteration of the oral anatony;

(d) The nmaking of final inpressions fromwhich casts are nade

to construct any dental restoration

{E-(F) No dentist shall assign any dental assistant or other
i ndividual acting in the capacity of qualified personnel to
perform any dental procedure that the assistant or other
i ndividual is not authorized by this section or by board rule to
perform No dental assistant or other individual acting in the
capacity of qualified personnel shall performany dental procedure
other than in accordance with this section and any applicabl e
board rule or any dental procedure that the assistant or other
i ndividual is not authorized by this section or by board rule to

perform

Section 2. That existing section 4715.39 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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