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Senators Spada, Jacobson, Amstutz, Schuler, Mumper, Armbruster, Dann,
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Representatives Webster, Hagan, Allen, Healy, Patton, T., Daniels,
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DeBose, DeGeeter, Distel, Domenick, Driehaus, Evans, C., Fende, Fessler,
Flowers, Garrison, Gilb, Harwood, Hughes, Key, Koziura, Mason,
McGregor, J., Miller, Mitchell, Oelslager, Otterman, Patton, S., Raussen,

Reidelbach, Sayre, Seaver, Setzer, Skindell, Ujvagi, Williams, Yuko

A BILL

To enact section 1349.61 of the Revised Code to
prohibit the sale of a gift card that has an
expiration date that is less than two years after
the date the gift card is issued and to prohibit,
for two years after issuance, any service charges
or fees having the effect of reducing the val ue of

the gift card.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1349.61 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 1349.61. (A (1) Subject to division (C of this section,

no person or entity shall sell a gift card to a purchaser

containing an expiration date that is |less than two vears after

the date the gift card is issued.
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(2) No person or entity, within two years after a qgift card

is issued, shall charge service charges or fees relative to that

gift card, including dornmancy fees, |atency fees, or

adm nistrative fees, that have the effect of reducing the tota

amount for which the holder of the gift card may redeemthe qgift

card.

(B A qift card sold without an expiration date is valid

until redeened or replaced with a new qift card.

(C) Division (A of this section does not apply to any of the

following gift cards:

(1) Aqgift card that is distributed by the issuer to a

consuner pursuant to an awards, loyalty, or pronotional program

w t hout any noney or anvything of value being given in exchange for

the gift card by the consuner;

(2) Aqgift card that is sold below face value at a vol une

di scount to enployers or to nonprofit and charitabl e organi zati ons

for fundraising purposes, if the expiration date on that qgift card

is not nore than thirty days after the date of sale;

(3) Aqift card that is sold by a nonprofit or charitable

organi zation for fundrai Sing purposes;

(4 A qift card that an enpl over gives to an enmployee if use

of the qgift card is limted to the enployver's busi ness

establishnment, which may include a group of nerchants that are

affiliated with that business establishnent;

(5) Aqift certificate issued in accordance with section
1533.131 of the Revised Code that nmay be used to obtain hunting

and fishing licenses, fur taker, special deer, and special wld

turkey pernits, and wetl ands habitat stanps;

(6) Aqgift card that is usable with nultiple, unaffiliated

sellers of goods or services;
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(7) A qgift card that an enpl oyer issues to an enpl oyee in

recognition of services perforned by the enpl oyee.

(D) Wioever violates division (A (2) of this section is

liable to the holder for any ampbunt that the redenption val ue of

the gift card was reduced. any court costs incurred, and

reasonabl e attorney's fees.

(E) As used in this section

(1) "G ft card" neans a certificate, electronic card, or

other nmediumissued by a nmerchant that evidences the qgiving of

consideration in exchange for the right to redeemthe certificate,

electronic card, or other nediumfor goods, food, services,

credit, or noney of at |east an equal value, including any

electronic card issued by a nerchant with a nonetary val ue where

the issuer has received paynent for the full nonetary val ue for

the future purchase or delivery of goods or services and any

certificate issued by a nerchant where the issuer has received

paynent for the full nonetary face value of the certificate for

the future purchase or delivery of goods and services. "G ft card"

does not include a prepaid calling card used to nmake tel ephone

calls.

(2) "Enplover" and "enpl oyee" have the sane nmeanings as in
section 4121.01 of the Revi sed Code.
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