As Reported by the House Infrastructure, Homeland Security and
Veterans Affairs Committee

127th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 142
2007-2008

Representative Batchelder

Cosponsors: Representatives Bacon, Williams, B., Combs, Chandler, Bubp,
Fessler, Latta, Harwood, Fende, Adams, Wachtmann, White, Collier,

Aslanides, Domenick

A BILL

To anend section 2917.31 of the Revised Code to
i ncrease the penalty for inducing panic to a
fel ony of the second degree when a school or an

institution of higher education is involved.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 2917.31 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 2917.31. (A) No person shall cause the evacuation of any
public place, or otherw se cause serious public inconvenience or

alarm by doing any of the follow ng:

(1) Initiating or circulating a report or warning of an
al l eged or inpending fire, explosion, crime, or other catastrophe,

knowi ng that such report or warning is fal se;
(2) Threatening to commit any of fense of viol ence;

(3) Conmitting any offense, with reckless disregard of the

likelihood that its conmmi ssion will cause serious public
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i nconveni ence or al arm

(B) Division (A (1) of this section does not apply to any

person conducting an authorized fire or emergency drill.

(O (1) Wioever violates this section is guilty of inducing

pani c.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C(3), (4),
(5, (6), (7), or (8)—e+—9) of this section, inducing panic is a
m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(3) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C(4), (5),
(6), (7), or (8) o9y of this section, if a violation of this
section results in physical harmto any person, inducing panic is

a felony of the fourth degree.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C(5), (6),
(7), or (8)—=e+—9) of this section, if a violation of this
section results in economc harm the penalty shall be determ ned

as foll ows:

(a) If the violation results in econom ¢ harm of five hundred
dollars or nore but less than five thousand dollars and if
division (C)(3) of this section does not apply, inducing panic is

a felony of the fifth degree.

(b) If the violation results in econom c harmof five
t housand dollars or nore but |ess than one hundred thousand

dol lars, inducing panic is a felony of the fourth degree.

(c) If the violation results in econom ¢ harm of one hundred
t housand dollars or nore, inducing panic is a felony of the third

degree.

(5) E | .  dod—indivisi Ve |
8)—or—{9)of thisseetion—it |f the public place involved in a

violation of division (A)(1) of this section is a school —the

penatty shall—be determnedasfollows
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hundredthousand—doellars—or—mpre or _an institution of higher

education, inducing panic is a felony of the second degree.

(6)

If the violation pertains to a purported, threatened, or

actual use of a weapon of mass destruction, and except as
ot herwi se provided in division (Q(5), (7), or (8)—e—{9 of this

secti on,

(7)

i nducing panic is a felony of the fourth degree.

If the violation pertains to a purported, threatened, or

actual use of a weapon of mass destruction, and except as

ot herwi se provided in division (C 9)a)oer{e}(5) of this

section,

if aviolation of this section results in physical harm

to any person, inducing panic is a felony of the third degree.

(8)

If the violation pertains to a purported, threatened, or

actual use of a weapon of nass destruction, and except as

ot herwi se provided in division (C )a)—e—fe}(5) of this

section,

if a violation of this section results in econom ¢ harm
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of one hundred thousand dollars or nore, inducing panic is a

felony of the third degree.

(D)(1) It is not a defense to a charge under this section

that pertains to a purported or threatened use of a weapon of nass
destruction that the of fender did not possess or have the ability
to use a weapon of mass destruction or that what was represented
to be a weapon of mmss destruction was not a weapon of mass

destruction.

(2) Any act that is a violation of this section and any ot her
section of the Revised Code may be prosecuted under this section

the ot her section, or both sections.
(E) As used in this section

(1) "Econom ¢ harm nmeans any of the follow ng:
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(a) Al direct, incidental, and consequential pecuniary harm
suffered by a victimas a result of crimnal conduct. "Economc
harni' as described in this division includes, but is not limted

to, all of the follow ng:

(i) Al wages, salaries, or other conpensation |lost as a

result of the crimnal conduct;

(ii) The cost of all wages, salaries, or other conpensation
paid to enpl oyees for tinme those enpl oyees are prevented from

working as a result of the crimnal conduct;

(iii) The overhead costs incurred for the tine that a

busi ness is shut down as a result of the crim nal conduct;

(iv) The loss of value to tangible or intangible property

that was danaged as a result of the criminal conduct.

(b) Al costs incurred by the state or any political
subdivision as a result of, or in making any response to, the
crimnal conduct that constituted the violation of this section or
section 2917. 32 of the Revised Code, including, but not limted
to, all costs so incurred by any | aw enforcenment officers,
firefighters, rescue personnel, or energency nedical services

personnel of the state or the political subdivision

(2) "School" neans any school operated by a board of
educati on or any school for which the state board of education
prescribes m ni nrum standards under section 3301.07 of the Revised
Code, whether or not any instruction, extracurricular activities,
or training provided by the school is being conducted at the tine

a violation of this section is commtted.
(3) "Weapon of mmss destruction” neans any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Any weapon that is designed or intended to cause death or
serious physical harmthrough the rel ease, dissem nation, or

i mpact of toxic or poisonous chemicals, or their precursors;
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(b) Any weapon involving a di sease organi smor biol ogi cal 137
agent; 138
(c) Any weapon that is designed to rel ease radiation or 139
radi oactivity at a | evel dangerous to hunman |ife; 140
(d) Any of the follow ng, except to the extent that the item 141
or device in question is expressly excepted fromthe definition of 142
"destructive device" pursuant to 18 U . S.C. 921(a)(4) and 143
regul ati ons issued under that section: 144
(i) Any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas bonb, grenade, 145
rocket having a propellant charge of nore than four ounces, 146
m ssil e having an expl osive or incendiary charge of nore than 147
one- quarter ounce, nmine, or sinilar device; 148
(ii) Any conbination of parts either designed or intended for 149
use in converting any itemor device into any item or device 150
described in division (E)(3)(d)(i) of this section and from which 151
an itemor device described in that division may be readily 152
assenbl ed. 153
(4) "Biological agent" has the sanme neaning as in section 154
2917. 33 of the Revised Code. 155
(5) "Energency nedi cal services personnel” has the sane 156
nmeaning as in section 2133.21 of the Revised Code. 157
(6) "Institution of higher education" neans any of the 158
foll owi ng: 159
(a) A state university or college as defined in division 160
(A) (1) of section 3345.12 of the Revised Code, community coll ege, 161
state community college, university branch, or technical college: 162
(b) A private, nonprofit college, university or other 163
post -secondary institution located in this state that possesses a 164
certificate of authorization issued by the Chio board of regents 165

pursuant to Chapter 1713. of the Revised Code; 166
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(c) A post-secondary institution with a certificate of 167
registration i ssued by the state board of career coll eges and 168
school s under Chapter 3332. of the Revi sed Code. 169

Section 2. That existing section 2917.31 of the Revised Code 170

i s hereby repeal ed. 171



