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127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 153
2007-2008

Representative Latta

Cosponsors: Representatives Setzer, Flowers, Combs, McGregor, J., Evans,

Ujvagi, Bacon, Seitz, Okey, Gibbs, Stebelton, Yuko

A BILL

To enact section 1531.133 of the Revised Code to
direct the Chief of the Division of Wldlife in
the Department of Natural Resources to enter into
the Wildlife Violators Conpact and to authorize
the Chief to enter into agreenents with | aw
enf orcenent agencies outside of this state for

joint | aw enforcenent operations.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1531. 133 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 1531.133. (A)(1) The chief of the division of wildlife,

with the approval of the director of natural resources, nmy enter

into a nmenorandum of under st andi ng. agreenent. or nutual aid

conpact with the head of any entity of another state. federal

entity, or foreign entity that enploys or appoints a | aw

enforcenent officer who has substantially the sane duties as a

peace officer, as "peace officer" is defined in section 2935.01 of

the Revised Code, to enable wildlife officers and the specified

| aw enforcenent officers to assist each other in the provision of

| aw enforcenent services within the jurisdictions that are subject
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to the nenporandum of understandi ng, agreenent, or nutual aid

conpact .

(2) Enpl oyees of the division of wildlife who are serving

under the terns of a nenorandum of understandi ng. agreenent, or

nut ual _ai d conpact entered into under division (A (1) of this

section shall be considered as perfornmng services within their

requl ar _enpl oynent for purposes of conpensation, pension or

indemity fund rights, workers' conpensation, and other rights or

benefits to which they may be entitled as incidents of their

requl ar _enpl oynent.

(3) Enplovees of the division of wildlife who are serving

under the terns of a nenorandum of under st andi ng, agreenent, or

nut ual aid conpact entered into under division (A (1) of this

section retain personal immunity fromcivil liability under

section 9.86 of the Revised Code and all rights of indemification

and representation incident to reqular enpl oynent.

(B) The chief shall adopt rules to enter into a reciproca

agreenent with participating states for the enhancenent of

conpliance with hunting, fishing, and other wildlife |aws. The

agreenent is naned the wildlife violators conpact. The agreenent

and the rules shall provide for the fair and inpartial treatnent

of wildlife violators operating within participating states in

recognition of the violators' due process rights.
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