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A BILL

To anmend section 718.05 of the Revised Code to
specify that the nunicipal incone tax annual
return filing date shall not be earlier than the
federal income tax filing date, to allow return
preparers to use facsimle signatures on returns,
and to pernmit taxpayers to authorize return
preparers to comunicate directly wth rnunicipal

tax adm ni strators.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 718.05 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 718.05. (A) As used in this section:
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(1) "Ceneric form' neans an el ectronic or paper form designed
for reporting estimated nunicipal incone taxes and annual
nmuni ci pal income tax liability or for filing a refund cl ai mthat
is not prescribed by a particular nunicipal corporation for the

reporting of that municipal corporation's tax on incone.

(2) "Return preparer"” nmeans any person other than a taxpayer
that is authorized by a taxpayer to conplete or file an incone tax
return, report, or other docunent for or on behalf of the

t axpayer .

(B) A Except as otherwi se provided in division (D) of this

section or section 718.051 of the Revised Code, a nunici pal

corporation shall not require a taxpayer to file an annual incone

tax return or report prer—te on any date before the filing date

for the corresponding tax reporting period as prescribed for such

a taxpayer under the Internal Revenue Code. Fer—taxableyears
beainni | I : . . .
' oy . I I | divisi D) of . Lo
 cinal : hal : o

L I I I I
v h_d i he f I h follow I | of il
taxpayer—s—taxable—year—

(O (1) On and after January 1, 2001, any nmuni ci pal
corporation that requires taxpayers to file incone tax returns,
reports, or other docunents shall accept for filing a generic form
of such a return, report, or docunent if the generic form once
completed and filed, contains all of the information required to
be submtted with the nunicipal corporation's prescribed returns,
reports, or docunents, and if the taxpayer or return preparer
filing the generic formotherw se conplies with rules or
ordi nances of the nunicipal corporation governing the filing of

returns, reports, or docunent s.

(2) Any nunicipal corporation that requires taxpayers to file
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incone tax returns, reports, or other docunents requiring the

signature of a return preparer shall accept a facsimle of such a

signature in lieu of a manual si gnature.

(3) On any annual municipal inconme tax return. a box or other

space shall be included whereby a taxpayer may elect to authorize

a return preparer to communicate with the tax adm ni strator about

nmatters pertaining to the return. The return or instructions

acconpanyi ng the return shall indicate that, by maki ng the

el ection, the taxpayer authorizes the tax adm nistrator to contact

the return preparer concerni ng questions that arise during the

processing of the return and authorizes the return preparer only

to provide the admnistrator with information that is nmssing from

the return, to contact the admnistrator for information about the

processing of the return or the status of the taxpayer's refund or

paynents, and to respond to notices about nathematical errors,

offsets, or return preparation that the taxpayer has received from

the adm ni strator and has shown to the return preparer.

(D) Except as otherw se provided in section 718.051 of the
Revi sed Code, beginning January 1, 2001, any taxpayer that has
requested an extension for filing a federal inconme tax return may
reqguest an extension for the filing of a municipal incone tax
return. The taxpayer shall make the request by filing a copy of
the taxpayer's request for a federal filing extension with the
i ndi vidual or office charged with the adninistration of the
muni ci pal incone tax. The request for extension shall be filed not
later than the last day for filing the municipal incone tax return

as prescribed by ordinance or rule of the nunicipal corporation

and division (B) of this section. A—wuhicipal—corporation——shal-

grant—sueh—a—Fregquest—for—extension—++HedbetoreJandary—1—2604—
. I o I .

reguest—For—taxableyears beginningafter 2003,—the The extended

due date of the nmunicipal income tax return shall be the | ast day
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of the month followi ng the nonth to which the due date of the
federal inconme tax return has been extended. A nunici pal
corporation nay deny a taxpayer's request for extension only if
the taxpayer fails to tinely file the request, fails to file a
copy of the request for the federal extension, owes the nunicipal
corporation any delinquent incone tax or any penalty, interest,
assessnent, or other charge for the |ate paynent or nonpaynent of
incone tax, or has failed to file any required i ncome tax return,
report, or other related docunent for a prior tax period. The
granting of an extension for filing a municipal corporation incone
tax return does not extend the |ast date for paying the tax

wi t hout penalty unl ess the rmnunicipal corporation grants an

ext ensi on of that date.

Section 2. That existing section 718.05 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. The anendnent by this act of section 718.05 of the
Revi sed Code applies to taxable years begi nning on or after the

effective date of this act.
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