As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 261
2007-2008

Representatives Bolon, Peterson

A BILL

To amend sections 5721. 30, 5721.31, 5721.32, 5721. 33,
5721. 34, 5721.35, 5721.36, 5721.37, 5721. 38,
5721.39, 5721.40, 5721.41, 5721.42, and 5721. 43
and to enact sections 5721.371 and 5721.381 of the
Revi sed Code to revise the procedures governi ng
the sale of tax certificates on |ands that have

del i nquent property tax charges.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 5721.30, 5721.31, 5721.32, 5721. 33,
5721.34, 5721.35, 5721.36, 5721.37, 5721.38, 5721.39, 5721.40,
5721. 41, 5721.42, and 5721. 43 be anended and sections 5721. 371 and
5721. 381 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 5721.30. As used in sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the
Revi sed Code:

(A) "Tax certificate," "certificate," or "duplicate
certificate" nmeans a docunent that nay be issued as a physica
certificate, in book-entry form or through an el ectronic nmedi um
at the discretion of the county treasurer. Such docunent shal
contain the information required by section 5721.31 of the Revised
Code and shall be prepared, transferred, or redeened in the manner
prescribed by sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code. As
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n

used in those sections, "tax certificate," "certificate," and
"duplicate certificate" do not refer to the delingquent |and tax
certificate or the delinquent vacant land tax certificate issued

under section 5721.13 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) "Certificate parcel" nmeans the parcel of delinquent |and

that is the subject of and is described in a tax certificate.

(C "Certificate holder" nmeans a person who purchases a tax
certificate under section 5721.32, 5721.33, or 5721.42 of the
Revi sed Code, or a person to whoma tax certificate has been

transferred pursuant to section 5721.36 of the Revised Code.

(D) "Certificate purchase price" nmeans, with respect to the
sale of tax certificates under sections 5721.32, 5721.33, and
5721.42 of the Revised Code, the amount equal to delinquent taxes,

assessnents, penalties, and interest, and charges conputed under

section 323.121 of the Revised Code charged against a certificate
parcel at the time the tax certificate respecting that parcel is
sol d, not including any delinquent taxes, assessnents, penalti es,
interest, and charges, the lien for which has been conveyed to a
certificate holder through a prior sale of a tax certificate
respecting that parcel; provided, however, that paynent of the
certificate purchase price in a sale under section 5721.33 of the
Revi sed Code may be made wholly in cash or partially in cash and
partially by noncash consideration acceptable to the county
treasurer fromthe purchaser. In the event that any such noncash
consideration is delivered to pay a portion of the certificate
purchase price, such noncash consideration may be subordinate to
the rights of the holders of other obligations whose proceeds paid

the cash portion of the certificate purchase price.

"Certificate purchase price" also includes the anount of the
fee charged by the county treasurer to the purchaser of the
certificate under division (H) of section 5721.32 of the Revised
Code.

Page 2

21
22
23
24

25
26

27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

49
50
51
52



H. B. No. 261
As Introduced

(E)(1) Wth respect to a sale of tax certificates under

section 5721.32 of the Revised Code, and except as provided in

division (E)(2) of this section, beth-eof the followingapphby—
D Certificate "certificate redenption price" means the

certificate purchase price plus the greater of the follow ng

(a) tnterest Sinple interest, at the certificate rate of

interest, accruing during the certificate interest period on the
certificate purchase price, calculated in accordance with section
5721. 41 of the Revi sed Code;

(b) Six per cent of the certificate purchase price.

(2) If the certificate rate of interest equals zero, the
certificate redenption price equals the certificate purchase price
plus the fee charged by the county treasurer to the purchaser of
the certificate under division (H of section 5721.32 of the
Revi sed Code.

(F) Wth respect to a sale of tax certificates under section
5721. 33 of the Revised Code, "certificate redenption price" means

t he amount equal to the sumof the follow ng:
(1) The certificate purchase price;

(2) Interest accrued on the certificate purchase price at the
certificate rate of interest fromthe date on which a tax
certificate is delivered through and including the day i mediately
precedi ng the day on which the certificate redenption price is

pai d;

(3) The fee, if any, charged by the county treasurer to the
purchaser of the certificate under division (J) of section 5721.33
of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Any other fees charged by any county office in connection

with the recording of tax certificates.

(G "Certificate rate of interest” neans the rate of sinple
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i nterest per year bid by the winning bidder in an auction of a tax
certificate held under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code, or the
rate of sinple interest per year not to exceed ei ghteen per cent
per year fixed pursuant to section 5721.42 of the Revised Code or
by the county treasurer with respect to any tax certificate sold
pursuant to a negotiated sal e under section 5721.33 of the Revised

Code. The certificate rate of interest shall not be |less than zero

per cent per year.

(H "Cash" nmeans United States currency, certified checks,
noney orders, bank drafts, er electronic transfer of funds, or

other forms of paynent authorized by the county treasurer, and

excl udes any other form of paynment not so authorized.

(1) "The date on which a tax certificate is sold," "the date
the certificate was sold," "the date the certificate is
purchased," and any ot her phrase of sinilar content nmean, with
respect to a sale pursuant to an auction under section 5721.32 of
the Revised Code, the date designhated by the county treasurer for
the subnission of bids and, with respect to a negotiated sale
under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, the date of delivery of
the tax certificates to the purchasers thereof pursuant to a tax

certificate sal e/ purchase agreenent.

(J) L .

. I . . I — dder|

. : Y L I . . C 4
Revi-sed—Code—

- "Certificate interest period" neans, with respect to a
tax certificate sold under section 5721.32 or 5721.42 of the
Revi sed Code and for the purpose of accruing interest under
section 5721.41 of the Revised Code, the period beginning on the
date on which the certificate is purchased and, with respect to a
tax certificate sold under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code,

the period beginning on the date of delivery of the tax
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certificate, and in either case ending on one of the follow ng

dat es:

(1) In the case of foreclosure proceedings instituted under
section 5721.37 of the Revised Code, the date the certificate
hol der submits a paynent to the treasurer under division (B) of

that section_ or if no paynment was subnitted under that division

the date the certificate holder filed a request for foreclosure or

notice of intent to foreclose under division (A of that section

(2) In the case of a certificate parcel redeened under
division (A or (C of section 5721.38 of the Revised Code or a
paynment nmade under section 5721.381 of the Revised Code, the date

the owner of record of the certificate parcel, or any other person
entitled to redeemthat parcel, pays to the county treasurer or to
the certificate holder, as applicable, the full amount deterni ned

under that section

M-(K) "Qualified trustee"” nmeans a trust conpany within the

state or a bank having the power of a trust conpany within the
state with a conbined capital stock, surplus, and undivided

profits of at |east one hundred nmillion dollars.

NH(L) "Tax certificate sal e/ purchase agreenent” neans the
purchase and sal e agreenent described in division (C) of section
5721. 33 of the Revised Code setting forth the certificate purchase
price, plus any applicable premumor |ess any applicable
di scount, including, without limtation, the anount to be paid in
cash and the anpbunt and nature of any noncash consideration, the

date of delivery of the tax certificates, and the other terns and
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conditions of the sale, including, without limtation, the rate of

interest that the tax certificates shall bear.

9-(M "Noncash consideration" neans any form of
consi deration other than cash, including, but not linmted to,

prom ssory notes whet her subordi nate or otherw se.

&-(N) "Private attorney"” means for purposes of section
5721. 37 of the Revised Code, any attorney licensed to practice |aw
in this state—whether practicingw-th afirmof attorneysor
otherwi-se—~ whose |icense has not been revoked or ot herw se
suspended and who brings foreclosure proceedi ngs pursuant to
section 5721. 37 of the Revised Code on behalf of a certificate
hol der .

O "Related certificate parcel™ neans, with respect to a
certificate holder, the certificate parcel with respect to which
the certificate hol der has purchased and holds a tax certificate
pursuant to sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code and,
with respect to a tax certificate, the certificate parcel agai nst
which the tax certificate has been sold pursuant to those

secti ons.

(P) "Delinguent taxes., assessnents., penalties, interest, and

charges" neans those anmpbunts that have been certified delinguent,

but does not include any unpaid taxes, assessnents, penalties, or

char ges.

(Q "Unpaid taxes, assessnents, penalties, and charges" neans

current taxes, assessnents., penalties, and charges that remain

unpaid after the day by which the first or second install nent of

taxes i s due.

Sec. 5721.31. (A (1) After receipt of a duplicate of the
delinquent land |ist conpiled under section 5721.011 of the

Revi sed Code, or a delinquent land list conpiled previously under
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that section, fer—a—countyhavingapopulationofat leasttwo

census— the county treasurer may select fromthe |ist parcels of
del i nquent land the |ien against which the county treasurer may

attenpt to transfer by the sale of tax certificates under sections

5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code. Fhe-county treasurer—may
select—onlythose—eligible—parcels None of the follow ng parcels

may be selected for a tax certificate sale:

(a) A parcel for which the full anpunt of taxes, assessnents,

penalties, interest, and charges have net—yet been paid e+,

(b) A parcel for which a valid delnguent—tax contract under
section 323.122, 323.31, or 5713.20 of the Revised Code is nret in

force_

(c) A parcel the owner of which has filed a petition in

bankruptcy, so long as the bankruptcy case has not been di scharged

or dismssed or a relief of stay has not been granted. Each

e L : - : : ¢ od
|  nod i o the deli Land lict T

(2) The county treasurer shall conpile a separate |ist—the

H-st of parcels selected for tax certificate sales, including the
sanme information as is required to be included in the delinquent

|and |ist.

Upon conpiling the Iist of parcels selected for tax
certificate sales, the county treasurer may conduct a title search

for any parcel on the list.

(B) (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(3) of
this section, when tax certificates are to be sold under section
5721. 32 of the Revised Code with respect to parcels, the county
treasurer shall send witten notice by certified er—+registered
mail to either the owner of record or all interested parties

di scoverable through a title search, or both, of each parcel on
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the Iist. A notice to an owner shall be sent to the owner's | ast
known tax-mailing address. The notice shall informthe owner or
interested parties that a tax certificate will be offered for sale
on the parcel, and that the owner or interested parties nmay incur

addi ti onal expenses as a result of the sale.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in division (B)(3) of this
section, when tax certificates are to be sold under section
5721.33 of the Revised Code with respect to parcels, the county
treasurer, at least thirty days prior to the date of sale of such
tax certificates, shall send witten notice of the sale by
certified er—registered mail —oer—both~ to the [ast known
tax-mailing address of the record owner of the property or parce
and may send such notice to all parties with an interest in the
property that has been recorded in the property records of the
county pursuant to section 317.08 of the Revised Code. The notice
shall state that a tax certificate will be offered for sale on the
parcel, and that the owner or interested parties nay incur

addi ti onal expenses as a result of the sale.

(3) The county treasurer is not required to send a notice
under division (B)(1) or (B)(2) of this section if the treasurer
previously has attenpted to send such notice to the owner of the
parcel and the notice has been returned by the post office as
undel i verabl e. The absence of a valid tax-mailing address for the
owner of a parcel does not preclude the county treasurer from

selling a tax certificate for the parcel

(C© The county treasurer shall advertise the sale of tax
certificates under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county, once a week for
two consecutive weeks. The adverti senent shall include the date,

the tinme, and the place of the public auction, abbreviated |ega

descriptions of the parcels, and the nanes of the owners of record

of the parcels. The advertisenent also shall include the
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certificate purchase prices of the parcels or the total purchase

price of tax certificates for sale in blocks of tax certificates.

(D) After the county treasurer has conpiled the |ist of
parcels selected for tax certificate sales but before a tax
certificate respecting a parcel is sold, if the ower of record of
the parcel pays to the county treasurer in cash the full anpunt of

del i nquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest, and charges

then due and payabl e or enters—into—avalid-delinguent—tax
contract—under—section—323-31ofthe Revised-Codetopay—that

ampunt otherwi se acts so that any condition in division (A (1)(a),

(b)Y, or (c) of this section applies to the parcel, the owner of

record of the parcel also shall pay a fee in an anount prescribed
by the treasurer to cover the admnistrative costs of the
treasurer under this section respecting the parcel and—ecredited.

No owner shall refuse to pay the fee. The fee shall be deposited

in the county treasury to the credit of the tax certificate

adm ni stration fund.

(E) Atax certificate administration fund shall be created in
the county treasury of each county selling tax certificates under
sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code. The fund shall be
adm ni stered by the county treasurer, and used solely for the
pur poses of sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code. Any
fee received by the treasurer under sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of
the Revised Code shall be credited to the fund, except the bidder
regi stration fee under division (B) of section 5721.32 of the
Revi sed Code and the county prosecuting attorney's fee under
division (B)(3) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code.

(F) The county treasurers of nore than one county may jointly
conduct a regional sale of tax certificates under section 5721. 32
of the Revised Code. A regional sale shall be held at a single
I ocation in one county, where the tax certificates fromeach of

the participating counties shall be offered for sale at public
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auction. Before the regional sale, each county treasurer shal
advertise the sale for the parcels in the treasurer's county as
required by division (C of this section. At the regional sale,
tax certificates shall be sold on parcels fromone county at a
time, with all of the certificates for one county offered for sale

before any certificates for the next county are offered for sale.

(G The tax comm ssioner shall prescribe the formof the tax

certificate under this section, and county treasurers shall use

the formso prescribed bythe comrssioner

Sec. 5721.32. (A) The sale of tax certificates by public
auction nmay be conducted at any tinme after conpletion of the
advertising of the sale under section 5721.31 of the Revised Code,
on the date and at the tine and place designated in the
advertisenents, and may be continued fromtine to tinme as the
county treasurer directs. The county treasurer nmay offer the tax
certificates for sale in blocks of tax certificates, consisting of
any nunber of tax certificates as determ ned by the county

treasurer.

(B)(1) The sale of tax certificates under this section shal
be conducted at a public auction by the county treasurer or a

desi gnee of the county treasurer.

(2) No person shall be permitted to bid w thout conpleting a
bi dder registration form in the formprescribed by the tax
conmm ssioner, and without filing the formwth the county
treasurer prior to the start of the auction, together with
renmittance of a registration fee, in cash, of five hundred
dollars. The bidder registration formshall include a tax
identification nunber of the registrant. The registration fee is
refundabl e at the end of bidding on the day of the auction, unless
the registrant is the w nning bidder for one or nore tax

certificates or one or nore bl ocks of tax certificates, in which
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case the fee may be applied toward the deposit required by this

secti on.

(3) The county treasurer nmay require a person who wi shes to
bid on one or nore parcels to submit a letter froma financial
institution stating that the bidder has sufficient funds avail able
to pay the purchase price of the parcels and a witten
aut hori zation for the treasurer to verify such information with
the financial institution. The county treasurer nmay require
subni ssion of the letter and authorization sufficiently in advance
of the auction to allow for verification. No person who fails to
subnit the required | etter and authorization, or whose financi al
institution fails to provide the requested verification, shall be

permitted to bid.

(C At the public auction, the county treasurer or the
treasurer's designee or agent shall begin the bidding at eighteen
per cent per year sinple interest, and accept |lower bids in even
increments of one-fourth of one per cent to the rate of zero per
cent. The county treasurer, designee, or agent shall award the tax
certificate to the person bidding the | owest certificate rate of

interest. The county treasurer shall decide which person is the

wi nning bidder in the event of a tie for the | owest bid offered,

or if a person contests the | owest bid offered. The county

treasurer's decision is not appeal abl e.

(D) (1) The winning bidder shall pay the county treasurer a
cash deposit of at |least ten per cent of the certificate purchase
price not later than the close of business on the day of the sale.
The wi nni ng bidder shall pay the balance and the fee required
under division (H) of this section not later than five business
days after the day on which the certificate is sold. H Except as

provi ded under division (D)(2) of this section, if the w nning

bi dder fails to pay the balance and fee within the prescribed

time, the bidder forfeits the deposit, and the county treasurer
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shall retain the tax certificate and nay attenpt to sell it at any

aucti on conducted at a |l ater date. Fhe

(2) At the request of a winning bidder, the county treasurer

nay release the bidder fromthe bidder's tax certificate purchase

obligation. The county treasurer may retain all or any portion of

the deposit of a bidder granted a release. After granting a

rel ease under this division, the county treasurer may award the

tax certificate to the person that submtted the second | owest bid

at the auction

(3) The county treasurer shall deposit the forfeited deposit

forfeited or retained under divisions (D)(1) or (2) of this

section in the county treasury to the credit of the tax

certificate adm nistration fund.

(E) Upon receipt of the full paynment of the certificate
purchase price fromthe purchaser, the county treasurer shal
issue the tax certificate and record the tax certificate sale by
rarking—onthe tax——certificateand entering into a tax certificate
regi ster— the certificate purchase price, the certificate rate of
interest, the date the certificate was sold, anrd the nane and

address of the certificate hol der, whieh and any other infornmation

the county treasurer considers necessary. The county treasurer may

keep the tax certificate reqgister in a hard copy format or in an

electronic format. The nane and address of the certificate hol der

may be, upon receipt of instructions fromthe purchaser, that of
the secured party of the actual purchaser, or an agent or
custodi an for the purchaser or secured party. The county treasurer

al so shall transfer the tax certificate to the certificate hol der
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county treasurer shall apportion the part of the proceeds fromthe
sal e representing taxes, penalties, and interest anong the severa
taxing districts in the sane proportion that the anmount of taxes

| evied by each district against the certificate parcel in the
preceding tax year bears to the taxes levied by all such districts
agai nst the certificate parcel in the preceding tax year, and
credit the part of the proceeds representing assessnents and ot her
charges to the itens of assessnents and charges in the order in
whi ch those itens becane due. Upon conpletionof the sale of
issuing a tax certificate, the delinquent taxes, assessnents,

penal ties, anrd interest, and charges that nmake up the certificate

purchase price are transferred, and the superior lien of the state
and its taxing districts for those delinquent taxes, assessnents,

penalties, and interest, and charges is conveyed intact to the

certificate hol der.

(F) If atax certificate is offered for sale under this
section but is not sold, the county treasurer may strike the
corresponding certificate parcel fromthe list of parcels selected
for tax certificate sales. The lien for taxes, assessnents,
charges, penalties, and interest against a parcel stricken from
the list thereafter nay be foreclosed in the nanner prescribed by
section 323.25, 5721.14, or 5721.18 of the Revi sed Code unl ess,
prior to the institution of such proceedi ngs agai nst the parcel,
the county treasurer restores the parcel to the list of parcels

selected for tax certificate sal es.

(G Acertificate holder shall not be |iable for danages
arising froma violation of sections 3737.87 to 3737.891 or
Chapter 3704., 3734., 3745., 3746., 3750., 3751., 3752., 6109., or
6111. of the Revised Code, or a rule adopted or order, permt,
Iicense, variance, or plan approval issued under any of those
chapters, that is or was conmitted by another person in connection

with the parcel for which the tax certificate is held.
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(H When selling a tax certificate under this section, the
county treasurer shall charge a fee to the purchaser of the
certificate. The county treasurer shall set the fee at a
reasonabl e anount that covers the treasurer's costs of
adm nistering the sale of the tax certificate. The county
treasurer shall deposit the fee in the county treasury to the

credit of the tax certificate adm nistration fund.

(I') After selling a tax certificate under this section, the
county treasurer shall send witten notice by certified or
registered mail to the owner of the certificate parcel at the
owner's last known tax-nmiling address. The notice shall inform
the owner that the tax certificate was sold, shall describe the
owner's options to redeemthe parcel, including entering into a
redenpti on paynment plan under division (C (1) of section 5721. 38
of the Revised Code, and shall nanme the certificate holder and its

secured party, if any. However, the county treasurer is not

required to send a notice under this division if the treasurer

previously has attenpted to send a notice to the owner of the

parcel at the owner's |last known tax-nmmiling address, and the

postal service has returned the notice as undeliverabl e.

(J) Atax certificate shall not be sold to the owner of the

certificate parcel

Sec. 5721.33. (A) A county treasurer nmay, in the treasurer's
di scretion, negotiate the sale of any nunber of tax certificates

with one or nore persons—ireludi-hg. Terns that may be negoti ated

include, without linmitation, any of the follow ng:

(1) A premiumto be added to or discount to be subtracted

fromthe certificate purchase price for the tax certificates and
any.

(2) Different tinme frames under which the certificate hol der

nay initiate a foreclosure action than are ot herw se all owed under
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sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code, not to exceed six

vears after the date the tax certificate was sol d.

(3) The anpunt to be paid in private attorney's fees related

to tax certificate foreclosures, subject to section 5721.371 of
the Revi sed Code.

(4) Any other ternms of the sale that the county treasurer, in
the treasurer's discretion, determ nes appropriate or necessary

for the sale.

(B) The sale of tax certificates under this section shall be
governed by the criteria established by the county treasurer

pursuant to division (E) of this section.

(C The county treasurer nay execute a tax certificate
sal e/ purchase agreenent and ot her necessary agreements with a
desi gnat ed purchaser or purchasers to conplete a negotiated sal e

of tax certificates.

(D) The tax certificate may be sold at a premiumto or
di scount fromthe certificate purchase price. The county treasurer
may establish as one of the terms of the negotiated sale the
portion of the certificate purchase price, plus any applicable
prem um or | ess any applicable discount, that the purchaser or
purchasers shall pay in cash on the date the tax certificates are
sold and the portion, if any, of the certificate purchase price,
pl us any applicable premiumor |ess any applicable discount, that
the purchaser or purchasers shall pay in noncash consideration and

the nature of that consideration

The county treasurer shall sell such tax certificates at a
certificate purchase price, plus any applicable prem umand |ess
any applicable discount, and at a certificate rate of interest
that, in the treasurer's determ nation, are in the best interests

of the county.

(E) (1) The county treasurer shall adopt rules governing the
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eligibility of persons to purchase tax certificates or to

ot herwi se participate in a negotiated sale under this section. The
rules may provide for precertification of such persons, including
a requirement for disclosure of inconme, assets, and any other
financial information the county treasurer determni nes appropriate.
The rules al so may prohibit any person that is delinquent in the
paynent of any tax to the county or to the state, or that is in
default in or on any other obligation to the county or to the
state, frompurchasing a tax certificate or otherwi se
participating in a negotiated sale of tax certificates under this
section. The eligibility informati on required shall include the
tax identification nunber of the purchaser and nmay include the tax
identification nunber of the participant. The county treasurer,
upon request, shall provide a copy of the rules adopted under this

secti on.

(2) Any person that intends to purchase a tax certificate in
a negotiated sale shall subnit an affidavit to the county
treasurer that establishes conpliance with the applicable
eligibility criteria and includes any other information required
by the treasurer. Any person that fails to submt such an
affidavit is ineligible to purchase a tax certificate. Any person
that knowi ngly submits a false or msleading affidavit shal
forfeit any tax certificate or certificates purchased by the
person at a sale for which the affidavit was submitted, shall be
liable for paynment of the full certificate purchase price, plus
any applicable prem um and | ess any applicable discount, of the
tax certificate or certificates, and shall be disqualified from
participating in any tax certificate sale conducted in the county

during the next five years.

(3) Atax certificate shall not be sold to the owner of the
certificate parcel or to any corporation, partnership, or

associ ation in which such owner has an interest. No person that
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purchases a tax certificate in a negotiated sale shall assign or
transfer the tax certificate to the owner of the certificate
parcel or to any corporation, partnership, or association in which
the owner has an interest. Any person that know ngly or
negligently transfers or assigns a tax certificate to the owner of
the certificate parcel or to any corporation, partnership, or
associ ation in which such owner has an interest shall be liable
for paynent of the full certificate purchase price, plus any
appl i cabl e premium and | ess any applicabl e discount, and shall not
be entitled to a refund of any anount paid. Such tax certificate
shall be deened void and the tax |lien sold under the tax
certificate shall revert to the county as if no sale of the tax

certificate had occurred.

(F) The purchaser in a negotiated sale under this section
shal |l deliver the certificate purchase price, plus any applicable
prem um and | ess any applicabl e di scount and includi ng any noncash
consi deration, to the county treasurer not later than the cl ose of
busi ness on the date the tax certificates are delivered to the
purchaser. The certificate purchase price, plus—anyappticable
premumand | ess any applicable discount, or portion of the price,
that is paid in cash shall be deposited in the county's genera
fund to the credit of the account to which ad val oremreal
property taxes are credited and further credited as provided in

division (G of this section. Any applicable premumthat is paid

shall be, at the discretion of the county treasurer, apportioned

to and deposited in any authorized county fund. The purchaser also

shall pay on the date the tax certificates are delivered to the
purchaser the fee, if any, negotiated under division (J) of this
section. If the purchaser fails to pay the certificate purchase
price, plus any applicable premiumand | ess any applicable

di scount, and any such fee,_ within the time periods required by
this section, the county treasurer shall retain the tax

certificate and may attenpt to sell it at any auction or
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negoti ated sal e conducted at a |later date.

(G Upon receipt of the full paynment fromthe purchaser of

the certificate purchase price, plus any applicable prem um and
| ess any applicable discount, and the negotiated fee, if any, f+rem
thepurchaser the county treasurer, or a qualified trustee whom
the treasurer has engaged for such purpose, shall issue the tax
certificate and record the tax certificate sale by markingoneach
I - i .
theglobaltax—certificate—and rmarking entering into a tax
certificate register— the certificate purchase price, any prenium
paid or discount taken, the certificate rate of interest, the date
the certificates were sold, anrd the nane and address of the
certificate holder or, in the case of issuance of the tax
certificates in a book-entry system the nanme and address of the

nom nee, which and any other infornmation the county treasurer

consi ders necessary. The county treasurer may keep the tax

certificate reqgister in a hard copy format or an electronic

format. The nane and address of the certificate holder or nom nee

may be, upon receipt of instructions fromthe purchaser, that of
the secured party of the actual purchaser, or an agent or
cust odi an for the purchaser or secured party. The county treasurer

al so shall transfer the tax certificates to the certificate hol der

the. The county treasurer shall apportion the part of the cash
proceeds fromthe sale representing taxes, penalties, and interest
anong the several taxing districts in the sanme proportion that the
anount of taxes levied by each district against the certificate
parcels in the preceding tax year bears to the taxes levied by al

such districts against the certificate parcels in the preceding
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tax year, and credit the part of the proceeds representing
assessnents and other charges to the itens of assessnents and
charges in the order in which those itenms becane due. |f the cash
proceeds fromthe sale are not sufficient to fully satisfy the
itenms of outstanding delinguent taxes, assessnents, penalties,
interest, and charges on the certificate parcels against which tax
certificates were sold, the county treasurer shall credit the cash
proceeds to such itens pro rata based upon the proportion that
each item of delinquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest,
and charges bears to the aggregate of all such itens, or by any

ot her method that the county treasurer, in the treasurer's sole

di scretion, determines is equitable. Upon conpletionof the sale
of issuing the tax certificates, the delinquent taxes,

assessnents, penalties, and interest, and charges that make up the

certificate purchase price are transferred, and the superior lien
of the state and its taxing districts for those taxes,

assessnents, penalties, and interest, and charges is conveyed

intact to the certificate hol der or hol ders.

(H If atax certificate is offered for sale under this
section but is not sold, the county treasurer may strike the
corresponding certificate parcel fromthe list of parcels selected
for tax certificate sales. The lien for taxes, assessnents,
charges, penalties, and interest against a parcel stricken from
the list thereafter may be foreclosed in the nanner prescribed by
section 323.25, 5721.14, or 5721.18 of the Revised Code unl ess,
prior to the institution of such proceedi ngs agai nst the parcel,
the county treasurer restores the parcel to the list of parcels

sel ected for tax certificate sal es.

() Neither a certificate holder nor its secured party, if
any, shall be liable for danages arising froma violation of
sections 3737.87 to 3737.891 or Chapter 3704., 3734., 3745.,
3746., 3750., 3751., 3752., 6109., or 6111. of the Revi sed Code,
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or a rule adopted or order, pernmt, |license, variance, or plan
approval issued under any of those chapters, that is or was
committed by another person in connection with the parcel for

which the tax certificate is held.

(J) When selling a tax certificate under this section, the
county treasurer may negotiate with the purchaser of the
certificate for a—+fee fees paid by the purchaser to the county
treasurer to reinburse the treasurer for any part or all of the
treasurer's costs of preparing for and adninistering the sale of

the tax certificate and any fees set forth by the county treasurer

in the tax certificate sal e/ purchase agreenent. Such fee fees, if

any, shall be added to the certificate purchase price efthe
certifiecate and shall be paid by the purchaser on the date of
delivery of the tax certificate. The county treasurer shal
deposit the fee fees in the county treasury to the credit of the

tax certificate adm nistrati on fund.

(K) After selling tax certificates under this section, the
county treasurer shall send witten notice by certified or
registered mail to the last known tax-mailing address of the owner

of the certificate parcel. The notice shall informthe owner that
a tax certificate with respect to such owner's parcel was sold and
shal | describe the owner's options to redeemthe parcel, including
entering into a redenption paynent plan under division (C(2) of

section 5721.38 of the Revised Code. However, the county treasurer

is not required to send a notice under this division if the

treasurer previously has attenpted to send a notice to the owner

of the parcel at the owner's |ast known tax-mailing address and

the postal service has returned the notice as undeliverable.

Sec. 5721.34. (A) A county treasurer shall not sell any tax
certificate respecting a parcel of delinquent | and upen—which-the

Page 20

590
591
592
593

594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605

606
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617

618
619
620



H. B. No. 261
As Introduced

respeet to whi ch a—vali-d-delinguenttax——contract—under any of
divisions (A)(1)(a) to (c) of section 323-—3% 5721.31 of the

Revi sed Code to—pay—thatampunt—hasbeen—enteredinto—priorto
the—sale—oftheecertificate by thecounrtytreasurer apply. A

certificate sold in violation of this section is void.

(B) If the county treasurer discovers or determ nes that the

certificate is void under—division{Arof this seetion for any

reason, the holder of the void certificate is entitled to a refund

of the certificate purchase price, plus any applicable prem um and
| ess any applicable discount, and the fee charged by the treasurer
under division (H of section 5721.32 or division (J) of section

5721. 33 of the Revised Code, if any, as applicable. If the county

treasurer nakes the discovery or determ nation nore than sixty

ni nety days after the certificate's date of sale, the holder also
is entitled to interest on the certificate purchase price at the

rate of five per cent per year. The interest shall be calcul ated

fromthe first day of the nonth following the nonth in which the

certificate was sold. to the first day of the nbnth in which the

county treasurer makes the discovery or determ nation. The county

treasurer shall notify the certificate holder that the certificate
is void and shall issue the refund. The county auditor shall issue
a warrant for the portion of the refund fromthe undivided tax
fund, which portion consists of the certificate purchase price,
pl us any applicable premiumand | ess any applicable discount; the
portion of the refund consisting of interest and the treasurer's
fee, if any, shall be paid fromthe tax certificate adninistration
f und.

(C Wth respect to a tax certificate seldunrder—seection
572132 oftheRevised—Cede—and found to be void under division
(A) or (B) of this section, ia-additiontothe renedies—available

vhder—di-vision{B)y of this section- the county treasurer may, with
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the approval of the certificate holder, substitute for such tax

certificate er—portionthereof another tax certificate that has a
valde certificate purchase price equivalent to the value

certificate purchase price of the tax certificate found to be

void. In addition., the substitute tax certificate shall be for a

parcel concerning which the county treasurer has taken action
under _divisions (A). (B)Y, and (C of section 5721.31 of the

Revi sed Code, but with respect to which a tax certificate has not

been sold, and that has a true value, as deternined by the county

auditor, that is equivalent to the true value of the parcel for

which the tax certificate has been found to be void. \Wenever a

tax certificate efequivalent—value is to be substituted for a tax

certificate that has been found to be void, the county treasurer

shal | provide witten notice of the intention to substitute a tax

certificate ef—equivalent—value to any person required to be

notified under division (I) of section 5721.32 or division (K) of
section 5721. 33 of the Revised Code.

(D) If an application for the exenption fromand rem ssion of
taxes made under section 3735.67 or 5715.27 of the Revised Code,
or under any other section of the Revised Code under the
jurisdiction of the director of environmental protection, is
granted for a parcel for which a tax certificate has been sold,
the county treasurer shall refund to the certificate holder, in
the manner provided in this section, the anount of any taxes
exenpted or remtted that were included in the certificate
purchase price. |If the whole amount of the taxes included in the
certificate purchase price are exenpted or remtted, the tax
certificate is void. If all of the taxes that were included in the
certificate purchase price are not exenpted or remtted, the
county treasurer shall adjust the tax certificate register to
reflect the remai ni ng anount of taxes that were not exenpted or
remtted, and notify the certificate holder of the adjustnment in

writing.
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Sec. 5721.35. (A Upon the sale and delivery of a tax
certificate, the tax certificate vests in the certificate hol der
the first lien previously held by the state and its taxing
di stricts under section 5721.10 of the Revised Code for the anopunt
of taxes, assessnents, interest, and penalty charged against a
certificate parcel, superior to all other liens and encunbrances
upon the parcel described in the tax certificate, in the anobunt of
the certificate redenption price, except liens for delinquent
t axes, assessnents, penalties, interest, charges, and costs that
attached to the certificate parcel prior to the attachnent of the
i en being conveyed by the sale of such tax certificate. Wth
respect to the priority as anmong such first liens of the state and
its taxing districts for different years, the priority shall be
determ ned by the date such first liens of the state and its
taxing districts attached pursuant to section 323.11 of the
Revi sed Code, with first priority to the earliest attached |ien
and each inmedi ately subsequent priority based upon the next

earliest attached lien

(B)(1) Acertificate holder or the county treasurer nmay

record the tax certificate or nmenorandumthereof in the office of
the county recorder of the county in which the certificate parce
is situated, as a nortgage of | and under division (A)(2) of
section 317.08 of the Revised Code. The county recorder shal
index the certificate in the indexes provided for under section
317.18 of the Revised Code. If the lien is subsequently cancel ed,

the cancell ation also shall be recorded by the county recorder

(2) Notw thstanding Chapter 1309., Title LIIIl, or any other
provi sion of the Revised Code, a secured party holding a security
interest in a tax certificate or nenorandum thereof may perfect

that security interest only by one of the follow ng nethods:

(a) Possession;
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(b) Registering the tax certificate with the county treasurer
in the name of the secured party, or its agent or custodian, as

certificate hol der;

(c) Recording the name of the secured party in the tax
certificate register in the office of the county treasurer of the

county in which the certificate parcel is situated.

Sec. 5721.36. (A)(1l) Except as otherw se provided in division
(A)(2) of this section, the purchaser of a tax certificate sold as
part of a bl ock sale pursuant to section 5721.32 of the Revised
Code may transfer the certificate to any person, and any ot her
purchaser of a tax certificate pursuant to section 5721.32 or
5721. 33 of the Revised Code may transfer the certificate to any
person, except the owner of the certificate parcel or any
corporation, partnership, or association in which such owner has
an interest. The transferee of a tax certificate subsequently may
transfer the certificate to any other person to whomthe purchaser
coul d have transferred the certificate. The transferor of a tax
certificate shall endorse the certificate and shall swear to the
endor sement before a notary public or other officer enpowered to
adm ni ster oaths. The transferee shall present the endorsed
certificate and a notarized copy of a valid formof identification
showi ng the transferee's taxpayer identification nunber to the
county treasurer of the county where the certificate is
regi stered, who shall, upon paynment of a fee of twenty dollars to
cover the costs associated with the transfer of a tax certificate,
enter upon the register of certificate hol ders opposite the
certificate entry the nanme and address of the transferee, the date
of entry, and, upon presentation to the treasurer of instructions
signed by the transferee, the nane and address of any secured
party of the transferee having an interest in the tax certificate.
The treasurer shall deposit the fee in the county treasury to the

credit of the tax certificate adm nistration fund.
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Except as otherwi se provided in division (A (2) of this
section, no request for foreclosure or notice of intent to
forecl ose, as the case may be, shall be filed by any person other

than the person shown on the tax certificate register to be the

certificate holder or a private attorney for that person properly

authorized to act in that person's behal f.

(2) Upon registration of a security interest with the county

treasurer as—providedin-seetion 572132 or 5721 33 of the Revised
Code, both of the follow ng apply:

(a) No purchaser or transferee of a tax certificate may
transfer that tax certificate except upon presentation to the
treasurer of instructions signed by the secured party authorizing

such acti on.

(b) Only the secured party nmay issue a request for
foreclosure or notice of intent to foreclose concerning that tax

certificate.

(B)(1) Application may be nade to the county treasurer for a
duplicate certificate if a certificate is alleged by affidavit to
have been | ost or destroyed. The treasurer shall issue a duplicate
certificate, upon paynent of a fee of twenty dollars to cover the
costs of issuing the duplicate certificate. The treasurer shal
deposit the fee in the county treasury to the credit of the tax

certificate adm nistrati on fund.

(2) The duplicate certificate shall be plainly marked or

stanped "duplicate."

(3) The treasurer shall enter the fact of the duplicate in
the tax certificate regi ster of—certificateholders.

Sec. 5721.37. (A)(1l) Wth respect to a tax certificate

purchased under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code, or under

Page 25

749

750
751
752
753
754
755

756
757
758

759
760
761
762

763
764
765

766
767
768
769
770
771
772

773
774

775
776

777
778



H. B. No. 261
As Introduced

section 5721.42 of the Revised Code ih—countiestowhieh by the

hol der of a certificate issued under section 5721.32 of the

Revi sed Code appties, at any tinme after one year fromthe date
shown on the tax certificate as the date the tax certificate was
sold, and not later than three years after that date, the
certificate holder may file with the county treasurer a request
for foreclosure, or a private attorney on behalf of the
certificate holder may file with the county treasurer a notice of
intent to foreclose, on a formprescribed by the tax conm ssioner
and-providedby the county treasurer, provided the parcel has not
yet been redeenmed under division (A or (C of section 5721.38 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) Wth respect to a tax certificate purchased under section
5721. 33 of the Revi sed Code, or under section 5721.42 of the
Revi sed Code +hr—ecounties—to—whi-eh by the holder of a certificate
i ssued under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code applies, at any

time after one year fromthe date shown on the tax certificate as

the date the tax certificate was sold, and not |ater than six
years after that date or any extension of that date pursuant to
division (C)(2) of section 5721.38 of the Revised Code, or not

earlier or later than the dates negotiated by the county treasurer

and specified in the tax certificate sal e/ purchase adreenent, a

private attorney on behalf of the certificate holder nay file with
the county treasurer a notice of intent to foreclose on a form
prescribed by the tax comm ssioner anrd—previdedby—the—county
t+reasurer, provided the parcel has not yet been redeened under
division (A) or (C) of section 5721.38 of the Revised Code.

(3)(a) Wth respect to a tax certificate purchased under
section 5721.32 of the Revised Code, or under section 5721.42 of
t he Revi sed Code iA—ecounties—to—whiech by the holder of a

certificate issued under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code

appties, if, before the expiration of three years after the date a
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tax certificate was sold, the owner of the property for which the
certificate was sold files a petition in bankruptcy, the county
treasurer, upon being notified of the filing of the petition

shall notify the certificate hol der by erdinaryfirst-classor
eertifHed—rait of the filing of the petition. H—the—oewer—ofthe

propertyfilesa petitioninbankruptey—the It is the obligation

of the certificate holder to file a proof of claimwith the

bankruptcy court to protect the holder's interest in the tax

certificate. The last day on which the certificate holder may file

a request for foreclosure or the private attorney nmay file a

notice of intent to foreclose is the later of three years after

the date the certificate was sold or one hundred eighty days after

t he bankruptcy case is elesed discharged or dism ssed or a relief

of stay is granted; however, the three-year period being neasured

fromthe date that the certificate was sold is tolled while the
owner of the property's petition in bankruptcy is being heard and

renai ns open

(b) Wth respect to a tax certificate purchased under section
5721. 33 of the Revised Code_ or under section 5721.42 of the
Revi sed Code Hh—eounties—to—which by the holder of a certificate
i ssued under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code appHes, if,
bef ore the—expiration—of six years after the date a tax

certificate was sold or before the date negotiated by the county

treasurer, the owner of the property files a petition in

bankruptcy, the county treasurer, upon being notified of the

filing of the petition, shall notify the certificate hol der by
erdi-rary—FHi+st—elass—oer—eertifed—ait of the filing of the
petition. -H—theowner—of the propertyfilesapetitionin
bankruptey—the It is the obligation of the certificate holder to

file a proof of claimwi th the bankruptcy court to protect the

holder's interest in the tax certificate. The |ast day on which
the certificate holder may file a notice of intent to foreclose is

the later of six years after the date that the tax certificate was
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sold or the date negotiated by the county treasurer, or one

hundred ei ghty days after the bankruptcy case is elesed discharged

or dismssed or arelief of stay is granted; however, the six-year

or _neqgotiated period being neasured after the date that the

certificate was sold is tolled while the owner of the property's

petition in bankruptcy is being heard and remains open

(c) Interest at the certificate rate of interest continues to

accrue during any extension of tinme required by division (A)(3)(a)

or (b) of this section.

(4) 1f, before the expiration of three years fromthe date a
tax certificate was sold, the owner of property for which the
certificate was sold applies for an exenption under section
3735. 67 or 5715.27 of the Revised Code or under any other section
of the Revised Code under the jurisdiction of the director of
environmental protection, the county treasurer shall notify the
certificate hol der by—eordinaryfirst-classorcertifiedmwaitl of
the filing of the application. Once a deternination has been nmade
on the exenption application, the county treasurer shall notify
the certificate holder of the determ nation by—erdinary
H+st—elass—or—eertitied—ait. The [ ast day on which the
certificate holder may file a request for foreclosure shall be the
|ater of three years fromthe date the certificate was sold or

forty-five days after notice of the deternination was mail ed.

(B) Along with a request for foreclosure or a notice of
intent to foreclose filed under division (A (1) of this section,
or a notice of intent to foreclose filed under division (A)(2) of
this section and prior to the transfer of title in connection with
forecl osure proceedings filed under division (F) of this section,
the certificate holder shall submt a paynment to the county

treasurer equal to the sumof the foll ow ng

(1) The certificate redenption prices of all outstanding tax

certificates that have been sold on the parcel, other than tax

Page 28

844
845
846
847
848
849

850
851
852

853
854
855
856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866

867
868
869
870
871
872
873

874
875



H. B. No. 261
As Introduced

certificates held by the person requesting forecl osure;

(2) Any delingquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest,

and charges and unpai d taxes, assessnents, penalties, and charges

that are charged against the certificate parcel that is the
subj ect of the foreclosure proceedings and that are not covered by

a tax certificate;

(3) If the foreclosure proceedings are filed by the county
prosecuting attorney pursuant to section 323.25, 5721.14, or
5721.18 of the Revised Code, a fee in the amount prescribed by the
county prosecuting attorney to cover the prosecuting attorney's

| egal costs incurred in the forecl osure proceedi ng-

4y 1t the t | ' il od | .
bohal f_of t] L hold i visi
) ot thi Lon- I . " .

(O (1) Wth respect to a certificate purchased under section
5721.32 or 5721.42 of the Revised Code, if the certificate parce
has not been redeened, the county treasurer, within five days
after receiving a foreclosure request, shall informthe county
prosecuting attorney that the parcel has not been redeened and
shal |l provide a copy of the foreclosure request. The county
treasurer also shall send notice by—erdinary—wai to al
certificate holders other than the certificate hol der requesting
forecl osure that foreclosure has been requested by a certificate
hol der and that tax certificates for the certificate parcel may be
redeemed. Wthin ninety days of receiving the copy of the
forecl osure request, the prosecuting attorney shall commence a
forecl osure proceeding in the nane of the county treasurer in the
manner provi ded under section 323.25, 5721.14, or 5721.18 of the
Revi sed Code, to foreclose the lien vested in the certificate
hol der by the certificate. The prosecuting attorney shall attach

to the conplaint the foreclosure request, along with the county

treasurer's certification that the parcel has not been redeened
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and that the tax certificate of the certificate hol der requesting

forecl osure has not been redeened.

(2) Wth respect to a certificate purchased under section
5721.32, 5721.33, or 5721.42 of the Revised Code, if the
certificate parcel has not been redeened and a notice of intent to
forecl ose has been filed, the county treasurer shall provide
certification to the private attorney that the parcel has not been
redeened. The county treasurer also shall send notice by—erdinary
e to all certificate holders other than the certificate hol der
represented by the attorney that a notice of intent to forecl ose
has been filed and that tax certificates for the certificate
parcel may be redeened. After receipt of that certification and

not later than one hundred twenty days after the filing of the

intent to foreclose or the date specified under the terns of a

negoti ated sal e under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, the

private attorney nay conmence a foreclosure proceeding in the name
of the certificate holder in the manner provided under division
(F) of this section, to foreclose the lien vested in the
certificate holder by the certificate. The private attorney shal

attach to the conplaint the notice of intent to foreclose along

with the county treasurer's certification that the parcel has not

been redeened and that the tax certificate of the certificate

hol der represented by the attorney has not been redeened.

(D) The county treasurer shall credit the anmount received
under division (B)(1) of this section to the tax certificate
redenpti on fund. The tax certificates respecting the payment shall
be redeened as provided in division (E) of section 5721.38 of the
Revi sed Code. The amount received under division (B)(2) of this
section shall be distributed to the taxing districts to which the
deH-nguenctes delinquent and unpaid amounts are owed. The county

treasurer shall deposit the fee received under division (B)(3) of

this section in the county treasury to the credit of the
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del i nquent tax and assessnent collection fund. Fhe—amountreceived
I i E hi . Ly . .
holder—of the priortien—

(BE)(1) If, in the case of a certificate purchased under
section 5721.32 e+ 572142 of the Revised Code, or under section
5721.42 of the Revised Code by the holder of a certificate issued
under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code, the certificate hol der

does not file with the county treasurer a request for foreclosure
or a notice of intent to foreclose along with the required paynent
within three years after the date shown on the tax certificate as
the date the certificate was sold or within the period provided
under division (A)(3)(a) of this section, and during that pe+ried

tinme the parcel is not redeened or foreclosed upon, the

certificate holder's |ien against the parcel for the certificate

redenption price is cancel ed.

(2)(a) If, in the case of a certificate purchased under
section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, or under section 5721.42 of

the Revised Code by the holder of a certificate issued under

section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, the certificate hol der does

not file with the county treasurer a notice of intent to foreclose
wWith respect to a certificate parcel within six years after the
date shown on the tax certificate as the date the certificate was
sold or any extension of that date pursuant to division (C)(2) of

section 5721.38 of the Revised Code, or within the period provided

under _division (A (3)(b) of this section or as specified under the

ternms of a negotiated sale under section 5721.33 of the Revised
Code, and during that period tine the parcel is not redeened, the

certificate holder's |ien against the parcel for the anount of
del i nquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest, and charges
that nmake up the certificate purchase price is cancel ed, subject
to division (E)(2)(b) of this section.

(b) In the case of any tax certificate purchased under
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section 5721.33 of the Revised Code prior to Cctober 10, 2000, the
county treasurer, upon application by the certificate hol der, my
sell to the certificate holder a new certificate extending the
three-year period prescribed by division (E)(2) of this section,
as that division existed prior to Cctober 10, 2000, to six years
after the date shown on the original certificate as the date it
was sold or any extension of that date. The county treasurer and
the certificate holder shall negotiate the premium in cash, to be
paid for the new certificate sold under this section. |If the
county treasurer and certificate holder do not negotiate a

nmut ual | y acceptable prenmium the county treasurer and certificate
hol der may agree to engage a person experienced in the valuation
of financial assets to appraise a fair premumfor the new
certificate. The certificate holder has the option to purchase the
new certificate for the fair prem umso apprai sed. Not |ess than
one-half of the fee of the person so engaged shall be paid by the
certificate hol der requesting the new certificate; the renainder
of the fee shall be paid fromthe proceeds of the sale of the new
certificate. If the certificate holder does not purchase the new
certificate for the prem umso appraised, the certificate hol der
shall pay the entire fee. The county treasurer shall credit the
renmai ni ng proceeds fromthe sale to the itens of taxes,
assessnents, penalties, interest, and charges in the order in

whi ch they becane due.

A certificate issued under this division vests in the
certificate holder and its secured party, if any, the sanme rights,
interests, privileges, and imunities as are vested by the
original certificate under sections 5721.30 to 5721.43 of the
Revi sed Code, except that interest payable under division (B) of
section 5721.38 or division {BHD)(2) of section 5721.39 of the
Revi sed Code shall be subject to the anendnents to those divisions
by Sub. H. B. 533 of the 123rd general assenbly. The certificate

shall be issued in the sane formas the formprescribed for the
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original certificate issued except for any nodifications
necessary, in the county treasurer's discretion, to reflect the
extensi on under this division of the certificate holder's lien to
six years after the date shown on the original certificate as the
date it was sold or any extension of that date. The certificate
hol der may record a certificate issued under division (E)(2)(b) of
this section or nmenorandumthereof as provided in division (B) of
section 5721.35 of the Revised Code, and the county recorder shal
i ndex the certificate and record any subsequent cancellation of
the lien as provided in that section. The sale of a certificate
extending the lien under division (E)(2)(b) of this section does
not inpair the right of redenption of the owner of record of the
certificate parcel or of any other person entitled to redeemthe

property.

(F) Wth respect to tax certificates purchased under section
5721.32, 5721.33, or 5721.42 of the Revised Code, upon the
delivery to the eertifiecate—holder private attorney by the county

treasurer of the certification provided for under division (C)(2)

of this section, a the private attorney may institute a

forecl osure proceeding under this division in the nanme of the
certificate holder to foreclose such holder's lien, in any court
with jurisdiction, unless the certificate redenption price is paid
prior to the tinme a conplaint is filed. The attorney shall
prosecute the proceeding to final judgnent and satisfaction,

whet her through sale of the property or the vesting of title and

possession in the certificate hol der

The forecl osure proceedi ngs under this division, except as
ot herwi se provided in this division, shall be instituted and
prosecuted in the sanme nmanner as is provided by [aw for the
forecl osure of nortgages on | and, except that, if service by
publication is necessary, such publication shall be made once a

week for three consecutive weeks and the service shall be conplete
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at the expiration of three weeks after the date of the first

publ i cati on.

Any notice given under this division shall include the nane
of the owner of the parcel as last set forth in the records of the
county recorder, the owner's |l ast known mailing address, the
address of the subject parcel if different fromthat of the owner
and a conplete | egal description of the subject parcel. In any
county that has adopted a pernanent parcel nunber system such
notice may include the permanent parcel nunber in addition to a

conpl ete | egal description.

It is sufficient, having been nade a proper party to the
forecl osure proceeding, for the certificate holder to allege in
such hol der's conplaint that the tax certificate has been duly
purchased by the certificate holder, that the certificate
redenption price appearingto-be due—andunpaid is due and unpaid,
and that there is a lien against the property described in the tax
certificate, without setting forth in such holder's conplaint any
ot her special matter relating to the forecl osure proceeding. The
prayer of the conplaint shall be that the court issue an order
that the property be sold by the sheriff or, if the action is in
the municipal court, by the bailiff, in the manner provided in
section 5721.19 of the Revised Code, unless the conplaint ireludes
an—appralsal—byanindependent—appralser—acceptableto docunents

that the eeurt county auditor has deternm ned that the true val ue

of the certificate parcel is |less than the certificate purchase
price. In that case, the prayer of the conplaint shall be that fee
sinmple title to the property be transferred to and vested in the

certificate holder free and clear of all subordinate |iens.

In the forecl osure proceeding, the certificate hol der may
join in one action any nunber of tax certificates relating to the
sane owner —provided—that—alH—parties—on—each—ofthetax

T g  cal I o - .
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However, the decree for each tax certificate shall be rendered
separately and any proceedi ng may be severed, in the discretion of
the court, for the purpose of trial or appeal. Fhe Upon
confirmation of sale, the court shall order paynment of all costs

related directly or indirectly to theredenptionof the tax

certificate, including, wthout Iimtation, attorney's fees of the

hol der' s attor ney—as—+s—considered—proper in accordance with
section 5721.371 of the Revised Code. The tax certificate

purchased by the certificate holder is presunptive evidence in al
courts and in all proceedings, including, without limtation, at
the trial of the foreclosure action, of the amount and validity of
the taxes, assessnents, charges, penalties by the court and added
to such principal anmount, and interest appearing due and unpaid

and of their nonpaynent.

(9 I . Lon—"pr] . .
L . . . I . .
T . b C the I " .
H- If a parcel is sold under this section, the officer who
conducted the sale shall collect the recording fee fromthe
purchaser at the tinme of the sale and, follow ng confirmation of
the sale, shall prepare and record the deed conveying the title to

the parcel to the purchaser

Sec. 5721.371. Private attorney's fees payvabl e under section
5721.37, 5721.38, or 5721.39 of the Revised Code are subject to

the follow ng conditions:

(A) The fees nust be reasonable and necessary in _accordance

with the Chio Rules of Civil Procedure and the Chi o code of

pr of essi onal responsibility:

(B) Fees exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars shall be

paid only if authorized by a court order; and
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(G The terns of a sale negotiated under section 5721.33 of

the Revised Code nmmy include the anbunt to be paid in private

attorney's fees, subject to division (B) of this section

Sec. 5721.38. (A) At any tine prior to paynent to the county
treasurer by the certificate holder to initiate foreclosure
proceedi ngs under division (B) of section 5721.37 of the Revised
Code, the owner of record of the certificate parcel, or any other
person entitled to redeemthat parcel, may redeemthe parcel by
paying to the county treasurer an amount equal to the total of the
certificate redenption prices of all tax certificates respecting

that parcel

(B) At any time after paynent to the county treasurer by the
certificate holder to initiate forecl osure proceedi ngs under
section 5721.37 of the Revised Code and prior to the filing of the
entry of confirmation of sale of a certificate parcel under
forecl osure proceedings filed by the county prosecuting attorney
or prior to the decree conveying title to the certificate hol der
as provided for in division (F) of section 5721.37 of the Revised
Code, the owner of record of the certificate parcel or any other
person entitled to redeemthat parcel may redeemthe parcel by

paying to the county treasurer the sumof the followi ng anmounts:
(1) The anount described in division (A of this section;

(2) Interest on the certificate purchase price for each tax
certificate sold respecting the parcel at the rate of eighteen per
cent per year for the period beginning on the first day en of the

nonth following the nonth in which the paynent was submitted by

the certificate holder and ending on the day the parcel is
redeened under this division, except that such interest shall not
accrue for nore than three years after the day the certificate was
purchased if the certificate holder did not subnit payment under

di vision (B) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code before the end
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of that three-year period,

(3) An anount equal to the sum of the county prosecuting
attorney's fee under division (B)(3) of section 5721.37 of the
Revi sed Code if the tax certificate was purchased under section
5721.32 or 5721.42 of the Revised Code plus interest on that

amount _at the rate of eighteen per cent per year beginning on the

first day of the nonth following the month in which the paynent

was subnitted by the certificate holder. If the parcel is redeened

before the conplaint has been filed, the prosecuting attorney
shall adjust the fee to reflect services performed to the date of

redenpti on_ and the county treasurer shall calculate the interest

based on the adjusted fee and refund any excess fee to the

certificate hol der.

(4) An _anpunt submitted to the county treasurer for paynent

of private attorney's fees determ ned in accordance with section
5721.371 of the Revised Code for services related to the

forecl osure proceedi ngs perforned on behalf of the certificate
hol der ;

(5) Any other costs and fees of the proceeding allocable to

the certificate parcel as determined by the court. Upen

The county treasurer may collect the total anmpbunt due under

divisions (B)(1) to (5) of this section in the form of guaranteed

funds acceptable to the treasurer. Imrediately upon receipt of

such paynments, the county treasurer shall refund the paynent made
by the certificate holder to initiate forecl osure proceedi ngs. The

county treasurer shall pay the certificate holder interest at the

rate of ei ghteen per cent per year on anounts paid under divisions
(BY(2) and (3) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code, beginning

on the first day of the nonth following the nonth the certificate

hol der paid the ampunts under those divisions and endi ng on the

day the parcel is redeened under this section.
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(O (1) During the period beginning on the date a tax
certificate is sold under section 5721.32 of the Revised Code and
endi ng one year fromthat date, the county treasurer may enter
into a redenption paynment plan with the owner of record of the
certificate parcel or any other person entitled to redeemthat
parcel . The plan shall require the owner or other person to pay
the certificate redenption price for the tax certificate in
installments, with the final installnent due no | ater than one
year after the date the tax certificate is sold. The certificate
hol der may at any tinme, by witten notice to the county treasurer
agree to accept installnments collected to the date of notice as
paynment in full. Receipt of such notice by the treasurer shal
constitute satisfaction of the paynent plan and redenption of the

tax certificate.

(2) During the period beginning on the date a tax certificate
is sold under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code and endi ng on
the date the decree is rendered on the foreclosure proceeding
under division (F) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code, the
owner of record of the certificate parcel, or any other person
entitled to redeemthat parcel, may enter into a redenption
paynent plan with the certificate holder and all secured parties
of the certificate holder. The plan shall require the owner or
ot her person to pay the certificate redenption price for the tax
certificate, an admnistrative fee not to exceed one hundred
dol l ars per year, and the actual fees and costs incurred, in
installments, with the final installnment due no |ater than three
six years after the date the tax certificate is sold. The
certificate holder shall give witten notice of the plan to the
applicable county treasurer within sixty days after entering into
the plan and witten notice of default under the plan within
ninety days after the default. If such a plan is entered into, the
time period for filing a notice of intent to forecl ose under

section 5721. 37 of the Revised Code is extended by the |length of
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time the plan is in effect and not in default.

(D) (1) Inmediately upon receipt of full paynment under
division (A or (B) of this section, the county treasurer shal
make an entry to that effect in the tax certificate register and
notify each certificate holder by certified mail, return receipt

requested, or by other neans agreed upon by the treasurer and the

certificate holder, that the parcel has been redeened and the l|ien

cancel ed and that the tax certificates may be redeened. The county
treasurer shall deposit into the tax certificate redenption fund
created in the county treasury an anount equal to the total of the
certificate redenption prices, together with interest on the
certificate purchase price for each tax certificate sold
respecting the parcel at the rate of eighteen per cent per year
pai d under division (B) of this section for the period begi nning

when on the first day of the nonth following the nonth in which

the paynent was submitted by the certificate hol der under division
(B) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code and endi ng when the
parcel was redeenmed. The county treasurer shall adm nister the
fund for the purpose of redeeming tax certificates. |Interest

earned on the fund shall be credited to the county general fund.

(2) If a redenption paynent plan is entered into pursuant to
division (C (1) of this section, the county treasurer inmediately
shall notify each certificate holder by certified mail, return

recei pt requested, or by other neans agreed upon by the treasurer

and the certificate holder, of the ternms of the plan. Install nment

paynents made pursuant to the plan shall be deposited in the tax
certificate redenption fund. Any overpaynent of the installnments
shal | be refunded to the person responsible for causing the
overpaynment if the person applies for a refund under this section.
If the person responsible for causing the overpaynent fails to
apply for a refund under this section within five years fromthe

date the plan is satisfied, an amount equal to the overpaynent
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shal |l be deposited into the general fund of the county.

Upon satisfaction of the plan, the county treasurer shal
indicate in the tax certificate register that the plan has been
satisfied, and shall notify each certificate holder by certified

mai |, return receipt requested, or by other neans agreed upon by

the treasurer and the certificate holder, that the plan has been

satisfied and that tax certificates nmay be redeened.

If a redenption paynent plan beconmes void, the county
treasurer iwmrediately shall notify each certificate hol der by

certified mail—returnreceiptrequested. If a certificate hol der

files a request for forecl osure under section 5721.37 of the

Revi sed Code, upon the filing of the request for foreclosure, any
noney pai d under the plan shall be refunded to the person that

pai d t he noney under the plan

(E) To redeema tax certificate with respect to which paynent
has been nmade in full under division (A, (B), or (O(1) of this
section e, division (B)(1l) of section 5721.37 of the Revised
Code, thecertificate holdershall presentthe tax—certificateto
the—county—treastrer—who-—shall—prepare—the redenption
Haferrmation—Upen—presentation or section 5721.381 of the Revised

Code, the county auditor shall draw a warrant on the tax

certificate redenption fund in the amobunt of the certificate

redenption price and any applicable interest payableat the rate
of elghteenper—cent—annualby on the certificate under division

(B) of this section. For a parcel that was redeened under division
(B) of this section, the certificate holder who paid the anounts
under division (B) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code shall be
rei mbursed for those anmounts, together with interest at the rate
of eighteen per cent per year on the ampunt paid under division
(B)(1) of that section for the period begi nning when t he paynent
was subnitted by the certificate hol der under division (B) of that

section and endi ng when the parcel was redeened. The treasurer
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shal | mark—all—copies—of enter in the tax certificate register
that the tax certificate is "redeened—-and+returnthe certificate

| T holderTI | ed Lt hall

fund-—of the county. "

Sec. 5721.381. (A) At any tine prior to paynent to the county

treasurer by a certificate holder to initiate forecl osure

proceedi ngs under division (B) of section 5721.37 of the Revised

Code, the owner of record of the certificate parcel or any other

person entitled to redeemthat parcel may pay the county treasurer

the certificate redenption price for the tax certificate with the

ol dest lien against the parcel. Such a paynent cancels that |ien

Upon receipt of the paynent. the county treasurer shall neke an

entry to that effect in the tax certificate reqister and shal

notify the certificate holder that the |ien has been cancel ed and

that the certificate may be redeened. The treasurer shall deposit

the paynent to the credit of the tax certificate redenption fund.

(B) A person who nekes a paynent to the county treasurer

under _division (A of this section for the tax certificate with

the oldest lien may nmake additi onal paynents under that division

for other tax certificates related to the parcel. in priority

order based on the earliest date of attachnent for the tax |liens.

(O A property owner or other person shall neke, and the

county treasurer shall accept and apply. paynents under this

section only in priority order based on the earliest date of
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attachnent of the tax |iens.

Sec. 5721.39. (A) In its judgnent of foreclosure rendered

wH-th-respect—to in actions filed pursuant to section 5721. 37 of
the Revised Code, the court shall enter a finding that includes

all of the following with respect to the certificate parcel of
the:

(1) The armount of the sumof the certificate redenption
prices respecting for all the tax certificates sold against the

par cel

(2) I f paynent was subnitted under division (B) of section

5721.37 of the Revised Code, interest on the certificate purchase

prices of those certificates at the rate of eighteen per cent per

year for the period beginning on the first day en of the nonth

following the nonth in which the paynent was submtted by the

certificate hol der uwnder—division{(Byof section 572137 of the
Revised—Code, and the sumof the delinquent taxes, assessnents,

penalties, interest, and charges and unpaid taxes, assessnents,

penalties, and charges that was paid under division (B)(2) of that

section, plus interest at the rate of eighteen per cent per vear

for the period beginning on the first day of the nonth foll ow ng

the nmonth in which the paynent was submitted; any

(3) If no paynent was subnitted under division (B) of section

5721.37 of the Revised Code, the day the certificate holder filed

a request for foreclosure or a notice of intent to foreclose under

division (A of that section

(4) Any delinquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest,

and charges or unpaid taxes, assessnents., penalties, and charges

on the parcel that are not covered by a tax—ecertificate paynent
under division (B)(2) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code; and
fees
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(5) Fees and costs incurred in the forecl osure proceedi ng
instituted against the parcel, including, without limtation, the
fees and costs of the prosecuting attorney represented by the fee
pai d under division (B)(3) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code,_

plus interest as provided in division (D) (2)(d) of this section,

or the fees and costs of the private attorney representing the
certificate holder, and charges paid or incurred in procuring
title searches and abstracting services relative to the subject

prem ses. Fhe

(B) The court may order the certificate parcel to be sold,
wi t hout appraisal and as set forth in the prayer of the conplaint,
for not less than the amount of its finding, or, in the event that
the courtfinds that the true value of the certificate parcel as
determ ned by the county auditor is less than the certificate

purehase redenption price, the court may, as prayed for in the
conmplaint, issue a decree transferring fee sinple title free and

clear of all subordinate liens to the certificate holder. A decree
of the court transferring fee sinple title to the certificate
hol der is forever a bar to all rights of redenption with respect

to the certificate parcel

(©) Each certificate parcel shall be advertised and sold by
the officer to whomthe order of sale is directed in the manner
provided by law for the sale of real property on execution. The
advertisement for sale of certificate parcels shall be published
once a week for three consecutive weeks and shall include the date
on which a second sale will be conducted if no bid is accepted at
the first sale. Any nunmber of parcels may be included in one

advertisenent.

Whenever the officer charged to conduct the sale offers a
certificate parcel for sale and no bids are nade equal to at | east
the anount of the court's finding, the officer shall adjourn the

sale of the parcel to the second date that was specified in the
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advertisement of sale. The second sale shall be held at the sane
pl ace and comence at the same time as set forth in the
advertisement of sale. The officer shall offer any parcel not sold
at the first sale. Upon the conclusion of any sale, or if any
parcel remains unsold after being offered at two sales, the

of fi cer conducting the sale shall report the results to the court.

(D) Upon the confirmation of a sale, the proceeds of the sale

shall be applied as foll ows:

A-(1) The fees and costs incurred in the proceeding filed

agai nst the parcel pursuant to section 5721.37 of the Revised Code

—hot—including shall be paid first, including attorney's fees of

the certificate holder's attorney pavable under division (F) of

that section, or the county prosecutor's costs covered by the fee

paid by the certificate holder under division (B)(3) of that
sect i on—shal—be paid-first.

By(2) Followi ng the paynent required by division (A-(D) (1)
of this section, the certificate holder that requested the

forecl osure shall be paid the sumof the follow ng anmounts:

H-(a) The sum of the anobunt found due for the certificate
redenption prices of all the tax certificates—ether—thanrthoese

L I bed | i By (1) of . _ :
theRevised Code~ that are sold against the parcel to the

certificate hol der requesting a notice of foreclosure;

23(b) Any premiumpaid by the certificate holder at the tine

of purchase;

33(c) Interest on the anmounts paid by the certificate hol der
under division (B)(1) of section 5721.37 of the Revised Code at
the rate of eighteen per cent per year beginning on the first day

enr of the nonth following the nonth in which the paynent was

subnitted by the certificate holder to the county treasurer and

endi ng on the day i medi ately preceding the day on which the
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proceeds of the foreclosure sale are paid to the certificate
hol der;

{4)3(d) Interest on the anmounts paid by the certificate hol der
under divisions (B)(2) and (3) of section 5721.37 of the Revised
Code at the rate of eighteen per cent per year beginning on the

first day en of the nonth following the nonth in which the paynent

was submitted by the certificate hol der under divisions (B)(2) and
(3) of that section 542437 of the Revised-Code and ending on the
day i mredi ately preceding the day on which the proceeds of the
foreclosure sale are paid to the certificate hol der pursuant to
this section, except that such interest shall not accrue for nore

than three vears if the certificate was sold under section 5721.32

of the Revised Code, or under section 5721.42 of the Revised Code

by the holder of a certificate i ssued under section 5721.32 of the

Revi sed Code, or nore than six years if the certificate was sold

under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, or under section
5721.42 of the Revised Code by the holder of a certificate issued
under section 5721.33 of the Revised Code, after the first day of

the month following the nonth in which the ambunts were paid by

the certificate hol der under divisions (B)(2) and (3) of section
5721. 37 of the Revised Code ifthecertificate holderdid not
: I I : Lod:
53(e) The amounts paid by the certificate hol der under

divisions (B)(1), (2), and (3) of section 5721.37 of the Revised
Code.

{S-(3) Followi ng the paynment required by division {B-D)(2)
of this section, any ampbunt due for taxes, assessnments, charges,
penalties, and interest not covered by the tax certificate
hol der' s paynment under division (B)(2) of section 5721.37 of the
Revi sed Code shall be paid, including all taxes, assessnents,
charges, penalties, and interest payabl e subsequent to the entry

of the finding and prior to the transfer of the deed of the parce
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to the purchaser followi ng confirmation of sale. If the proceeds
avail able for distribution pursuant to this division are
insufficient to pay the entire anount of those taxes, assessnents,
charges, penalties, and interest, the proceeds shall be paid to
each claimant in proportion to the ambunt of those taxes,
assessnents, charges, penalties, and interest that each is due,
and those taxes, assessnents, charges, penalties, and interest are
deenmed satisfied and shall be renmoved fromthe tax |ist and

dupl i cat e.

(4) Any residue of noney from proceeds of the sale shall be

di sposed of as prescribed by section 5721.20 of the Revised Code.

(E) Unless the parcel previously was redeened pursuant to
section 5721.25 or 5721.38 of the Revised Code, upon the filing of
the entry of confirmation of sale, the title to the parcel is
incontestable in the purchaser and is free and clear of all liens
and encunbrances, except a federal tax lien, notice of which lien
is properly filed in accordance with section 317.09 of the Revised
Code prior to the date that a foreclosure proceeding is instituted
pursuant to section 5721.37 of the Revised Code, and which |ien
was foreclosed in accordance with 28 U. S. C. A 2410(c), and except
for the easenents and covenants of record running with the Iand or
lots that were created prior to the tine the taxes or assessnents,
for the nonpaynent of which a tax certificate was issued and the

parcel sold at foreclosure, becanme due and payabl e.

The title shall not be invalid because of any irregularity,
informality, or onission of any proceedi ngs under this chapter or
in any processes of taxation, if such irregularity, informality,
or om ssion does not abrogate the provision for notice to holders
of title, lien, or nortgage to, or other interests in, such

forecl osed parcels, as prescribed in this chapter.

Sec. 5721.40. If any tax certificate parcel is tw ce offered
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for sale pursuant to section 5721.39 of the Revised Code and
remai ns unsold for want of bidders, the officer who conducted the
sales shall certify to the court that the parcel remains unsold
after two sales. The court, by entry, shall order the parcel
forfeited to the certificate holder who filed the request for
foreclosure or notice of intent to foreclose under section 5721. 37
of the Revised Code. The clerk of the court shall certify copies
of the court's order to the county treasurer. The county treasurer
shall notify the certificate holder by ordinary and certified
mail, return receipt requested, that the parcel remins unsold,
and shall instruct the certificate holder of the manner in which
the hol der shall obtain the deed to the parcel. The officer who
conducted the sales shall prepare and record the deed conveying

title to the parcel to the certificate hol der

Upon transfer of the deed to the certificate hol der under
this section, all right, title, claim and interest in the
certificate parcel are transferred to and vested in the

certificate holder. The title to the parcel is incontestable in

the certificate holder and is free and clear of all |iens and

encunbr ances. except the foll ow ng:

(A A federal tax lien, notice of which was properly filed in

accordance with section 317.09 of the Revised Code prior to the

date that the foreclosure proceeding was instituted under section

5721. 37 of the Revised Code and which was foreclosed i n accordance

with 28 U . S.C._2410(c):

(B) Easenents and covenants of record running with the | and

that were created prior to the tine the taxes or assessnents, for

the nonpaynent of which a tax certificate was i ssued, becane due

and payabl e.

Sec. 5721.41. interest Al interest required under sections
5721.30 to 5721.43 of the Revised Code is sinple interest, to be
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cal cul ated on a principal anpunt and not conpounded on earned

interest. Interest charges under those sections shall accrue on a
nonthly basis, on the first day of the nmonth follow ng the

begi nning of the period during which interest accrues and on the
first day of each subsequent nonth. Notw t hstanding the preceding
sentence, the six per cent charge described in division (E)(1)(b)
of section 5721.30 of the Revised Code shall apply even if the tax
certificate is redeened before the first day of the nonth

following the date that the certificate is purchased.

Sec. 5721.42. Nettessthansixtynorrnprethanninetydays
foHowing—thedate—set—by After the settlenent required under
division (€ of section 323—32—e6+323-317 321.24 of the Revised
Code feorthe paynwentof the second installrent of current taxes,

the county treasurer shall notify the certificate holder of the

nost recently issued tax certificate that the certificate holder

may pay purchase a subsequent tax certificate by paying al

del i nquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest, anrd charges,
and fees on the related certificate parcel, the |ien against which
has not been transferred by the sale of a tax certificate. Wthin

thirty days after receiving the notice, the certificate holder may

pur chase the subsequent tax certificate by paying those anmounts to

the county treasurer. The anount of the paynment shall constitute a

separate |lien against the certificate parcel that shall be

evi denced by the issuance by the treasurer to the certificate

hol der of an additional tax certificate with respect to the
del i nquent taxes, assessnents, penalties, interest, charges, and
fees so paid on the related certificate parcel. The anount of the
paynent as set forth in the tax certificate shall earn interest at

the rate of eighteen per cent per year.

Sec. 5721.43. (A) Ne Wthout the prior witten consent of the

county treasurer, no person shall directly, through an agent, or
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otherwise, initiate contact with the owner of a parcel with
respect to which the person holds a tax certificate to encourage
or demand paynent before one year has el apsed foll owi ng the

purchase of the certificate.

(B) A county treasurer nmay bar any person who viol ates
division (A) of this section frombidding at a tax certificate

sal e conducted by the treasurer

(O (1) The attorney general or county prosecuting attorney,
upon witten request of a county treasurer, shall bring an action
for an injunction against any person who has violated, is
violating, or is threatening to violate division (A) of this

section.

(2) Any person who violates division (A) of this section
shal |l be assessed a civil penalty of not nore than five thousand
dollars for each offense to be paid into the state treasury to the
credit of the general revenue fund. Upon witten request of a
county treasurer, the attorney general or county prosecuting
attorney shall conmence an action against any such violator. Any
action under this division is a civil action, governed by the
Rul es of Civil Procedure and other rules of practice and procedure

applicable to civil actions.

Section 2. That existing sections 5721.30, 5721.31, 5721. 32,
5721.33, 5721.34, 5721.35, 5721.36, 5721.37, 5721.38, 5721. 39,
5721. 40, 5721.41, 5721.42, and 5721.43 of the Revised Code are

her eby repeal ed.
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