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A BILL

To enact section 119.14 of the Revised Code to waive
fines or penalties for paperwork violations that
are first-tine offenses comitted by small

busi nesses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 119.14 of the Revi sed Code be enacted

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 119.14. (A) For any smmll business that engages in a
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paperwork violation, the state agency or requlatory authority that

reqgul ates the field of operation in which the business operates

shall waive any and all admnistrative fines or civil penalties on

that small business for the violation, if the paperwork violation

is a first-tinme offense.

(B) When an agency or regulatory authority waives an

adm nistrative fine or civil penalty under this section, the state

agency or requlatory authority shall require the small business to

correct the violation within a reasonabl e period of tine.

(O Notwithstanding this section, a state agency or

regulatory authority may inpose adm nistrative fines or civi

penalties on a small business for a paperwork violation that is a

first-tine offense for any of the follow ng reasons:

(1) The violation has the potential to cause serious harmto

the public interest as determ ned by a state agency or requlatory

authority director;

(2) The violation involves a snmall busi ness know ngly or

willfully engaging in conduct that may result in a felony

convi ction;

(3) Failure to inpose an adninistrative fine or civil penalty

for the violation would i npede or interfere with the detection of

crimnal activity:

(4) The violation is of a | aw concerning the assessnent or

collection of any tax, debt, revenue, or receipt;

(5) The violation presents a direct danger to the public

health or safety, results in a financial loss to an enpl oyee as

defined in section 4111.03 of the Revised Code, or presents the

risk of severe environmental harm as deternm ned by the head of

the agency or requlatory authority:;

(6) The violation is a failure to conply with a federal
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requi renment for a programthat has been del egated fromthe federa

governnent to a state agency or requlatory authority and where the

federal requirenent includes a requirenent to i npose a fine.

(D)(1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a state agency

or requlatory authority fromwaiving adm nistrative fines or civil

penalties incurred by a snall business for a paperwork violation

that is not a first-tinme offense.

(2) Any adninistrative fine or civil penalty that is waived

under this section, may be reinstated and i nposed in addition to

any additional fines or penalties associated with a subsequent

violation for nonconpliance with the sane paperwork requirenent.

(E) This section shall not apply to any violation by a snall

busi ness of a statutory or reqgulatory requirenent nandating the

collection of information by a state agency or requlatory body if

that small business previously violated any such requirenent

mandating the coll ection of information.

(F) Nothing in this section shall be construed to di mnish

the responsibility for any citizen or business to apply for and

obtain a permt, license, or authorizing docunent that is required

to engage in a regulated activity, or otherwise conply with state

or federal |aw

(G As used in this section:

(1) "Small business" has the sane neaning as defined by the
Code of Federal Requlations, Title 13, Chapter 1, Part 121.

(2) "Paperwork violation" neans the violation of any

statutory or regulatory requirenent in the Revised Code nmandating

the collection of information by a state agency or regul atory

body.

(3) "First-tine offense"” neans the first instance of a

violation of the particular statutory or requlatory requirenent

Page 3

38
39
40

41
42
43
44

45
46
47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58

59

60
61

62
63
64
65

66
67



Sub. H. B. No. 285
As Passed by the Senate

mandating the coll ecti on of

information by a state agency or

regul atory body.
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