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A BILL

To enact section 119.14 of the Revised Code to waive
fines or penalties for paperwork violations that
are first-tine offenses comitted by small

busi nesses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 119.14 of the Revi sed Code be enacted

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 119.14. (A) For any smmll business that engages in a

paperwork violation, the state agency or regulatory authority that

requl ates the field of operation in which the business operates

shall waive any and all adm nistrative fines or civil penalties on

that small business for the violation, if the paperwork violation

is a first-tine offense.

(B) When an agency or regulatory authority wai ves an

admi nistrative fine or civil penalty under this section, the state
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agency or requlatory authority shall require the small business to

correct the violation within a reasonabl e period of tine.

(O Notwithstanding this section, a state agency or

regulatory authority may inpose adm nistrative fines or civi

penalties on a small business for a paperwork violation that is a

first-tine offense for any of the follow ng reasons:

(1) The violation has the potential to cause serious harmto

the public interest;

(2) The violation involves a small busi ness know ngly or

willfully engadging in conduct that results in a felony conviction

(3) Failure to inpose an adninistrative fine or civil penalty

for the violation wuld inpede or interfere with the detection of

crimnal activity:

(4) The violation is of a | aw concerning the assessnment or

collection of any tax, debt, revenue, or receipt;

(5) The violation presents a direct danger to the public

health or safety, or presents the risk of severe environnenta

harm as determ ned by the head of the agency or reqgulatory

authority.

(D) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a state agency or

regulatory authority fromwaiving adm nistrative fines or civi

penalties incurred by a snmall business for a paperwork viol ation

that is not a first-tine offense.

(E) This section shall not apply to any violation by a small

busi ness of a statutory or reqgulatory requirenent mandating the

collection of information by a state agency or regqulatory body if

that snmall business previously violated any such requirenent

nmandati ng the collection of infornmation.

(F) As used in this section

(1) "Small business" has the sane neaning as defined by the

Page 2

15
16

17
18
19
20

21
22

23
24

25
26
27

28
29

30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37

38
39
40
41
42

43

44



H. B. No. 285

As Reported by the House State Government and Elections Committee

Code of Federal Requl ati ons,

Title 13, Chapter 1, Part 121.

(2) "Paperwork violation" neans the violation of any

statutory or requlatory requirenent in the Revi sed Code nandati ng

the collection of information by a state agency or regul atory

body.

(3) "First-tine offense" neans the first instance of a

violation of the particul ar

statutory or requlatory requirenent

mandating the coll ecti on of

information by a state agency or

reqgul atory body.
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