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Senators Cafaro, Morano, Goodman, Padgett, Schuring, Miller, D., Wagoner

A BILL

To enact sections 3727.50 to 3727.57 of the Revised
Code regardi ng hospital staffing guidelines for

regi stered nurses and licensed practical nurses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3727.50, 3727.51, 3727.52, 3727.53,
3727.54, 3727.55, 3727.56, and 3727.57 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 3727.50. As used in this section and sections 3727.51 to
3727.57 of the Revi sed Code:

(A) "Direct patient care" neans care provided by a nurse with

direct responsibility to carry out nedical reginens or _nursing

care for one or nore patients.

(B) "lnpatient care unit" neans a hospital unit, including an
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operating roomor other inpatient care area, in which nursing care

is provided to patients who have been admtted to the hospital.

(C "Nurse" neans a person who is |licensed to practice as a

regi stered nurse under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code or, if

the hospital enploys licensed practical nurses. a person who is

licensed to practice as a licensed practical nurse under that

chapt er.

Sec. 3727.51. (A) Each hospital shall convene a hospital-wi de

nursing care committee not |ater than ninety days after the

effective date of this section or, if the hospital is not treating

patients on the effective date of this section, ninety days after

the hospital begins to treat patients. The hospital shall sel ect

the menbers of the committee, subject to all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The hospital's chief nursing officer shall be included as

a nenber of the comm ttee.

(2) At least fifty per cent of the commttee's nenbership

shall consist of registered nurses who provide direct patient care

in the hospital

(3) The nunber of reqgistered nurses included as nenbers of

the conmmttee shall be sufficient to provi de adequate

representation of all types of nursing care services provided in

t he hospital

(B) The committee nenber who is the hospital's chief nursing

officer shall establish a nechanism for obtaining input from

nurses in all inpatient care units who provide direct patient care

regardi ng what the nursing services staffing plan recomendati ons
described in division (B) of section 3727.52 of the Revi sed Code

shoul d i ncl ude.

Sec. 3727.52. A hospital-wi de nursing care conni ttee convened

Page 2

13
14

15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28

29
30
31

32
33
34
35

36
37
38
39
40
41

42



Sub. H. B. No. 346
As Reported by the Senate Health, Human Services and Aging Committee

pursuant to section 3727.51 of the Revised Code shall do both of

the foll ow ng:

(A) If one exists, evaluate the hospital's current nursing

services staffing plan;

(B) Recommend a nursing services staffing plan that is, at a

m ni num_consistent with current standards established by private

accreditation organi zations or governnental entities and addresses

all of the follow ng:

(1) The selection, inplenentation, and eval uation of m ni num

staffing levels for all inpatient care units that ensure that the

hospital has a staff of conpetent nurses with the specialized

skills needed to neet patient needs in accordance with

evi dence- based safe nurse staffing standards:

(2) The conplexity of conplete care, assessnent on patient

adm ssion, volune of patient adnmi ssions, discharges and transfers,

evaluation of the progress of a patient's problens, the anmpunt of

time needed for patient education, ongoing physical assessnents,

planning for a patient's discharge. assessnent after a change in

patient condition, and assessnent of the need for patient

referral s;

(3) Patient acuity and the nunber of patients for whom care

is being provided:

(4) The need for ongoi ng assessnents of a unit's patients and

its nursing staff |evels:;

(5) The hospital's policy for identifying additional nurses

who can provide direct patient care when patients' unexpected

needs exceed the planned workload for direct care staff.

Sec. 3727.53. (A) In accordance with division (B) of this

section, each hospital shall create an evi dence-based witten

nursing services staffing plan quiding the assignnent of nurses
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hospital -wi de. The staffing plan shall be inplenented not |ater

than ninety days after the hospital -wide nursing care conmttee is

convened pursuant to section 3727.51 of the Revised Code, except

that if the hospital's next fiscal vear starts not later than one

hundred ei ghty days after the date on which the commttee

convenes, inplenentation may be delayed until the first day of

that fiscal year.

(B) The staffing plan created under this section shall, at a

nmninmum reflect current standards established by private

accreditation organi zations or governnmental entities. The plan

shall be based on multiple nurse and patient considerations that

vield mninumstaffing |levels for inpatient care units that ensure

that the hospital has a staff of conpetent nurses with specialized

skills needed to neet patient needs. These consi derations shal

i ncl ude both of the foll ow ng:

(1) The recommendati ons of the hospital -wi de nursing care

commi ttee nmade under section 3727.52 of the Revised Code, which

shall be given significant consideration

(2) All of the matters listed in divisions (BY(1) to (5) of
section 3727.52 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3727.54. At least once a year, the hospital -w de nursing

care comm ttee convened pursuant to section 3727.51 of the Revised

Code shall do both of the foll ow ng:

(A) Review how the npbst current nursing services staffing

pl an does all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Affects inpatient care outconmes:

(2) Affects clinical managenent:

(3) Facilitates a delivery systemthat provides, on a

cost-effective basis, quality nursing care consistent with

acceptabl e and prevailing standards of safe nursing care and
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evi denced- based gqui delines established by national nursing

or gani zati ons.

(B) Make recommendati ons, based on the npbst recent review

conduct ed under division (A of this section, regarding how the

nost current nursing services staffing plan should be revised, if

at _all.

Sec. 3727.55. To provide staffing flexibility to meet patient

needs, every hospital shall identify a nodel for adjusting the

nursing services staffing plan created under section 3727.53 of

the Revised Code for each inpatient care unit.

Sec. 3727.56. (A A hospital shall provide copies of its

nursi ng services staffing plan created under section 3727.53 of

the Revised Code, in accordance with both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Free of charge, a copy of the staffing plan and

subsequent changes to the plan shall be provided to each nenber of

the hospital's nursing staff.

(2) For a fee not to exceed actual copying costs, a copy of

the staffing plan shall be provided to any person who requests it.

(B) In a conspicuous location in the hospital, a notice shall

be posted inform ng the public of the availability of the staffing

pl an. The notice shall specify the appropriate person, office, or

departnent to be contacted to review or obtain a copy of the

staffing pl an.

Sec. 3727.57. Nothing in sections 3727.50 to 3727.56 of the

Revi sed Code shall be construed to limt, alter, or nodify any of

the terns, conditions, or provisions of a collective bargaining

agreenent _entered into by a hospital
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