As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 379
2007-2008

Representative Fessler

Cosponsors: Representatives Wagoner, Huffman, McGregor, R., Adams,

Brinkman, Combs, Stebelton, Bubp

A BILL

To amend sections 3313.60 and 3313. 603 of the Revised
Code to require the study of specified historical
docunents be included in the high school Anerican

hi story and governnent curricul um

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3313.60 and 3313. 603 of the Revised

Code be amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 3313.60. Notw thstanding division (D) of section 3311.52
of the Revised Code, divisions (A to {E-(D) of this section do
not apply to any cooperative education school district established
pursuant to divisions (A to (C of section 3311.52 of the Revised
Code.

(A) The board of education of each city and exenpted village
school district, the governing board of each educational service
center, and the board of each cooperative education school
di strict established pursuant to section 3311.521 of the Revised
Code shall prescribe a curriculumfor all schools under their
control. Except as provided in division (E-(D) of this section, in

any such curriculumthere shall be included the study of the
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fol |l owi ng subj ects:

(1) The |l anguage arts, including reading, witing, spelling,

oral and witten English, and literature;

(2) Geography, the history of the United States and of OChio,
and national, state, and |ocal government in the United States,
i ncluding a bal anced presentation of the relevant contributions to
soci ety of nmen and wonen of African, Mexican, Puerto R can, and
American | ndian descent as well as other ethnic and racial groups

in Chio and the United States;
(3) WMat hemati cs;

(4) Natural science, including instruction in the

conservation of natural resources;
(5) Health education, which shall include instruction in:

(a) The nutritive value of foods, including natural and
organi cally produced foods, the relation of nutrition to health,

the use and effects of food additives;

(b) The harnful effects of and |legal restrictions against the

use of drugs of abuse, al coholic beverages, and tobacco;

(c) Venereal disease education, except that upon witten
request of the student's parent or guardi an, a student shall be

excused fromtaking instruction in venereal disease education

(d) In grades kindergarten through six, instruction in
personal safety and assault prevention, except that upon witten
request of the student's parent or guardi an, a student shall be
excused fromtaking instruction in personal safety and assault

preventi on.
(6) Physical education;
(7) The fine arts, including rnusic;

(8) First aid, including a training programin
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cardi opul monary resuscitation, safety, and fire prevention, except
that upon witten request of the student's parent or guardian, a
student shall be excused fromtaking instruction in

car di opul nonary resuscitation

(B) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, every
school or school district shall include in the requirenments for
pronotion fromthe eighth grade to the ninth grade one year's

course of study of Anerican history.

(C) Exeept As specified in divisions (B)(6) and (C)(6) of
section 3313.603 of the Revised Code, except as provided in

di vision (E-(D) of this section, every high school shall include

in the requirenents for graduation fromany curricul um ere
one-half unit each of American history and gover nment —reludirg—a
I Y : : Y : I | of Chio.

{E) For each cooperative education school district

est abl i shed pursuant to section 3311.521 of the Revised Code and
each city, exenpted village, and | ocal school district that has
territory within such a cooperative district, the curricul um
adopt ed pursuant to divisions (A to (B-(C of this section shal
only include the study of the subjects that apply to the grades
operated by each such school district. The curriculuns for such
school s, when conbi ned, shall provide to each student of these

districts all of the subjects required under divisions (A to
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B-(C) of this section.

--(E) The board of education of any cooperative education
school district established pursuant to divisions (A to (C of
section 3311.52 of the Revised Code shall prescribe a curricul um
for the subject areas and grade | evels offered in any school under

its control.

&S-(F) Upon the request of any parent or |egal guardian of a
student, the board of education of any school district shal
permit the parent or guardian to pronptly exanmine, with respect to

the parent's or guardian's own chil d:

(1) Any survey or questionnaire, prior to its admnistration
to the child,

(2) Any textbook, workbook, software, video, or other
instructional materials being used by the district in connection

with the instruction of the child;

(3) Any conpl eted and graded test taken or survey or

qguestionnaire filled out by the child;

(4) Copies of the statew de acadeni c standards and each node
curricul um devel oped pursuant to section 3301.079 of the Revised
Code, which copies shall be available at all tinmes during schoo

hours in each district school building.

Sec. 3313.603. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "One unit" nmeans a mni mum of one hundred twenty hours of

n

course instruction, except that for a | aboratory course, "one
unit" neans a mnimum of one hundred fifty hours of course

i nstructi on.

(2) "One-half unit" neans a m ni num of sixty hours of course
instruction, except that for physical education courses, "one-half
unit" means a m ni num of one hundred twenty hours of course

i nstruction.
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(B) Begi nning Septenber 15, 2001, except as required in
division (C) of this section and division (C of section 3313.614
of the Revised Code, the requirenments for graduation from every
hi gh school shall include twenty units earned in grades nine

t hrough twelve and shall be distributed as follows:
(1) English | anguage arts, four units;
(2) Health, one-half unit;
(3) Mathematics, three units;
(4) Physical education, one-half unit;

(5) Science, two units until Septenber 15, 2003, and three
units thereafter, which at all tinmes shall include both of the

fol |l ow ng:
(a) Biological sciences, one unit;
(b) Physical sciences, one unit.

(6) Seeiral—studies—threeunits History and governnent., one

unit, which shall conply with division (M of this section and

shall include both of the follow ng:
(a) American history, one-half unit;
(b) American governnment, one-half unit.

(7) Social studies, two units in accordance with division (N)

of this section.

(8) Elective units, seven units until Septenber 15, 2003, and

six units thereafter.

Each student's el ectives shall include at | east one unit, or
two half units, chosen from anong the areas of

busi ness/technol ogy, fine arts, and/or foreign |anguage.

(C Beginning with students who enter ninth grade for the
first tinme on or after July 1, 2010, except as provided in

divisions (D) to (F) of this section, the requirenents for
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graduation fromevery public and chartered nonpublic high schoo
shall include twenty units that are designhed to prepare students
for the workforce and college. The units shall be distributed as

foll ows:
(1) English | anguage arts, four units;
(2) Health, one-half unit;

(3) Mathematics, four units, which shall include one unit of

al gebra Il or the equivalent of algebra Il;
(4) Physical education, one-half unit;

(5) Science, three units with inquiry-based | aboratory
experience that engages students in asking valid scientific
guestions and gathering and anal yzi ng i nformation, which shal

include the follow ng, or their equivalent:
(a) Physical sciences, one unit;
(b) Life sciences, one unit;

(c) Advanced study in one or nore of the follow ng sciences,

one unit:
(i) Chemi stry, physics, or other physical science;
(ii) Advanced biology or other |ife science;

(iii) Astronony, physical geology, or other earth or space

sci ence.

(6) Seeral—studies—threeunits History and governnent., one

unit, which shall conply with division (M of this section and

shall include both of the follow ng:
(a) American history, one-half unit;
(b) American governnment, one-half unit.

(7) Social studies, two units in accordance with division (N)

of this section.
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Each school shall integrate the study of econom cs and
financial literacy, as expressed in the social studies acadenic
content standards adopted by the state board of education under
section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, into one or nore existing
social studies credits required under division (C)6}(7) of this
section, or into the content of another class, so that every high
school student receives instruction in those concepts. In
devel oping the curriculumrequired by this paragraph, schools
shal | use avail able public-private partnershi ps and resources and
materials that exist in business, industry, and through the
centers for econom cs education at institutions of higher

education in the state.

A-(8) Five units consisting of one or any conbi nati on of
foreign | anguage, fine arts, business, career-technical education,
fam |y and consuner sciences, technology, agricultural education,
or English |language arts, mathenmatics, science, or social studies

courses not otherw se required under division (C of this section.

Chi oans nust be prepared to apply increased know edge and
skills in the workplace and to adapt their know edge and skills
qui ckly to neet the rapidly changing conditions of the
twenty-first century. National studies indicate that all high
school graduates need the sanme acadeni c foundation, regardl ess of
the opportunities they pursue after graduation. The goal of Ohio's
system of el enmentary and secondary education is to prepare al
students for and seanl essly connect all students to success in
i fe beyond high school graduation, regardl ess of whether the next
step is entering the workforce, beginning an apprenticeship,
engagi ng i n post-secondary training, serving inthe mlitary, or
pursui ng a col | ege degree.

The Chio core curriculumis the standard expectation for all

students entering ninth grade for the first time at a public or

chartered nonpublic high school on or after July 1, 2010. A
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student may satisfy this expectation through a variety of nethods,
including, but not linited to, integrated, applied,

career-technical, and traditional coursework.

Whereas teacher quality is essential for student success in
completing the Chio core curriculum the general assenbly shal
appropriate funds for strategic initiatives designed to strengthen
school s' capacities to hire and retain highly qualified teachers
in the subject areas required by the curriculum Such initiatives
are expected to require an investnent of $120, 000,000 over five

years.

Stronger coordinati on between high schools and institutions
of hi gher education is necessary to prepare students for nore
chal | engi ng academ c endeavors and to | essen the need for academ c
remedi ation in college, thereby reducing the costs of higher
education for Ohio's students, famlies, and the state. The state
board of education, the Chio board of regents, and the partnership
for continued learning shall develop policies to ensure that only
in rare instances will students who conplete the Chio core

curriculumrequire acadenic renedi ation after hi gh school

School districts, community schools, and chartered nonpublic
schools shall integrate technology into | earning experiences
whenever practicable across the curriculumin order to maxin ze
ef ficiency, enhance |earning, and prepare students for success in
the technol ogy-driven twenty-first century. Districts and schools
may use di stance and web-based course delivery as a method of
provi ding or augnenting all instruction required under this
di vision, including | aboratory experience in science. Districts
and school s shall whenever practicable utilize technol ogy access
and electronic |learning opportunities provided by the eTech Chio
conmmi ssion, the Chio | earning network, education technol ogy
centers, public television stations, and other public and private

provi ders.
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(D) Except as provided in division (E) of this section, a
student who enters ninth grade on or after July 1, 2010, and
before July 1, 2014, nay qualify for graduation froma public or
chartered nonpublic high school even though the student has not
conpl eted the Chio core curriculumprescribed in division (C of

this section if all of the followi ng conditions are sati sfi ed:

(1) After the student has attended high school for two years,
as determ ned by the school, the student and the student's parent,
guardi an, or custodian sign and file with the school a witten
statenent asserting the parent's, guardian's, or custodian's
consent to the student's graduating w thout conpleting the Chio
core curriculumand acknow edgi ng that one consequence of not
conpleting the Chio core curriculumis ineligibility to enroll in

nost state universities in Chio w thout further coursework

(2) The student and parent, guardi an, or custodian fulfil
any procedural requirenments the school stipulates to ensure the
student's and parent's, guardian's, or custodian's infornmed
consent and to facilitate orderly filing of statenents under

division (D)(1) of this section.

(3) The student and the student's parent, guardian, or
custodi an and a representative of the student's high schoo
jointly develop an individual career plan for the student that
specifies the student matriculating to a two-year degree program
acquiring a business and industry credential, or entering an

apprenti ceshi p.

(4) The student's high school provides counseling and support
for the student related to the plan devel oped under division
(D)(3) of this section during the remai nder of the student's high

school experience.

(5) The student successfully conpletes, at a nmininmm the

curriculum prescribed in division (B) of this section.
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The partnership for continued |earning, in collaboration with
the departnent of education and the Chio board of regents, shal
anal yze student performance data to determine if there are
nmtigating factors that warrant extending the exception permtted
by division (D) of this section to high school classes beyond
those entering ninth grade before July 1, 2014. The partnership
shall submt its findings and any recomendati ons not |ater than
August 1, 2014, to the speaker and mnority |eader of the house of
representatives, the president and mnority | eader of the senate,
the chai rpersons and ranking minority nenbers of the standing
committees of the house of representatives and the senate that
consi der education |l egislation, the state board of education, and

t he superintendent of public instruction.

(E) Each school district and chartered nonpublic schoo
retains the authority to require an even nore rigorous nininum
curriculum for high school graduation than specified in division
(B) or (C) of this section. A school district board of education
through the adoption of a resolution, or the governing authority
of a chartered nonpublic school may stipulate any of the

foll ow ng:

(1) A mnimum high school curriculumthat requires nore than

twenty units of academic credit to graduate;

(2) An exception to the district's or school's nininmm high
school curriculumthat is conparable to the exception provided in
division (D) of this section but with additional requirenents,
whi ch may include a requirenment that the student successfully
conplete nore than the m ni mum curricul um prescribed in division

(B) of this section;

(3) That no exception conparable to that provided in division

(D of this section is avail able.

(F) A student enrolled in a dropout prevention and recovery
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program which program has received a waiver fromthe depart nent
of education, may qualify for graduation from hi gh school by
successfully conpleting a conpetency-based instructional program
adm ni stered by the dropout prevention and recovery programin
l'ieu of conpleting the Chio core curriculumprescribed in division
(C of this section. The departnent shall grant a waiver to a
dropout prevention and recovery program wthin sixty days after
the program applies for the waiver, if the programneets all of

the follow ng conditions:

(1) The program serves only students not younger than sixteen

years of age and not ol der than twenty-one years of age.

(2) The programenrolls students who, at the tinme of their
initial enrollnment, either, or both, are at |east one grade |evel
behi nd their cohort age groups or experience crises that
significantly interfere with their acadeni c progress such that

they are prevented fromcontinuing their traditional prograns.

(3) The programrequires students to attain at |east the
appl i cabl e score designated for each of the tests prescribed under
division (B) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code.

(4) The program devel ops an individual career plan for the
student that specifies the student's nmatriculating to a two-year
degree program acquiring a business and industry credential, or

entering an apprenticeship.

(5) The program provi des counseling and support for the
student related to the plan devel oped under division (F)(4) of
this section during the remai nder of the student's high school

experience.

(6) The programrequires the student and the student's
parent, guardian, or custodian to sign and file, in accordance
wi th procedural requirenents stipulated by the program a witten

statenent asserting the parent's, guardian's, or custodian's
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consent to the student's graduating w thout conpleting the Ghio
core curriculumand acknow edgi ng that one consequence of not
completing the Chio core curriculumis ineligibility to enroll in

nost state universities in Chio wi thout further coursework.

(7) Prior to receiving the waiver, the program has submtted
to the departnment an instructional plan that denonstrates how the
academ ¢ content standards adopted by the state board of education
under section 3301.079 of the Revised Code will be taught and

assessed.

If the departnent does not act either to grant the waiver or
to reject the program application for the waiver within sixty days
as required under this section, the waiver shall be considered to

be grant ed.

(G Every high school may permt students below the ninth
grade to take advanced work for high school credit. A high school
shal | count such advanced work toward the graduation requirenents
of division (B) or (C of this section if the advanced work was
bot h:

(1) Taught by a person who possesses a license or certificate
i ssued under section 3301.071, 3319.22, or 3319.222 of the Revised
Code that is valid for teaching high school

(2) Designated by the board of education of the city, |ocal,
or exenpted village school district, the board of the cooperative
educati on school district, or the governing authority of the
chartered nonpublic school as neeting the high school curricul um

requirements.

Each hi gh school shall record on the student's high schoo
transcript all high school credit awarded under division (G of
this section. In addition, if the student conpleted a seventh- or
ei ghth-grade fine arts course described in division (K) of this

section and the course qualified for high school credit under that
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di vi sion, the high school shall record that course on the

student's high school transcript.

(H) The departnent shall nake its individual academ c career
pl an avail abl e through its Onhio career information systemweb site
for districts and schools to use as a tool for comunicating with
and providing guidance to students and famlies in selecting high

school courses.

(I') Units earned in English | anguage arts, nathemati cs,
sci ence, and social studies that are delivered through integrated
academ ¢ and career-technical instruction are eligible to neet the

graduation requirements of division (B) or (C) of this section.

(J) The state board of education, in consultation with the
Ohi o board of regents and the partnership for continued | earning,
shal | adopt a statewi de plan inplenenting nethods for students to
earn units of high school credit based on a denobnstration of
subj ect area conpetency, instead of or in conbination with
compl eting hours of classroominstruction. The state board shal
adopt the plan not |ater than March 31, 2009, and commence phasing
in the plan during the 2009-2010 school year. The plan shal
i nclude a standard nethod for recording denonstrated proficiency
on high school transcripts. Each school district, commnity
school, and chartered nonpublic school shall conmply with the state
board's pl an adopted under this division and award units of high
school credit in accordance with the plan. The state board may
adopt existing nmethods for earning high school credit based on a
demonstration of subject area conpetency as necessary prior to the
2009- 2010 school year

(K) This division does not apply to students who qualify for
graduation from hi gh school under division (D) or (F) of this
section, or to students pursuing a career-technical instructional
track as determnined by the school district board of education or

the chartered nonpublic school's governing authority.
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Nevert hel ess, the general assenbly encourages such students to

consider enrolling in a fine arts course as an el ective.

Begi nning with students who enter ninth grade for the first
time on or after July 1, 2010, each student enrolled in a public
or chartered nonpublic high school shall conplete two senesters or
the equivalent of fine arts to graduate from high school. The
coursework nmay be conpleted in any of grades seven to twelve. Each
student who conpletes a fine arts course in grade seven or eight
may el ect to count that course toward the five units of electives
required for graduation under division (C{A(8) of this section,
if the course satisfied the requirenments of division (G of this
section. In that case, the high school shall award the student
hi gh school credit for the course and count the course toward the
five units required under division (CA-(8) of this section. If
the course in grade seven or eight did not satisfy the
requirements of division (G of this section, the high schoo
shall not award the student high school credit for the course but
shall count the course toward the two senmesters or the equival ent

of fine arts required by this division.

(L) Notw thstanding anything to the contrary in this section,
the board of education of each school district and the governing
authority of each chartered nonpublic school may adopt a policy to
excuse fromthe high school physical education requirenment each
st udent who, during high school, has participated in
i nterschol astic athletics, marching band, or cheerleading for at
least two full seasons. If the board or authority adopts such a
policy, the board or authority shall not require the student to
conpl ete any physical education course as a condition to graduate.
However, the student shall be required to conplete one-half unit,
consisting of at least sixty hours of instruction, in another

course of study.

(M _Beqginning with students who enter ninth grade for the
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first tine on or after July 1, 2006, the study of Anerican history

and Anerican governnment required by divisions (B)(6) and (C)(6) of

this section shall include the study of all of the foll ow ng

docunents for a cunulative period of tinme equivalent to at | east

one-sixth unit:

(1) The Declaration of |ndependence;

(2) The Northwest O di nance:

(3) The Constitution of the United States with enphasis on
the Bill of Rights:

(4) The Onhi o Constitution.

The study of each of the docunents prescribed in divisions

(M (1) to (4) of this section shall include study of that docunent

in its original eighteenth-century context.

The study of Anmerican history and governnent required by
divisions (B)(6) and (O (6) of this section shall include the

hi storical evidence of the role of docunents such as the

Federali st Papers and the Anti-Federalist Papers to firmy

establish the historical backaround | eading to the establishnent

of the provisions of the Constitution and Bill of Rights by the

founding fathers for the purpose of safeguardi ng our

constitutional republic.

(N) Before students nmay participate in courses involving the

study of social problens, economics, foreign affairs, the United

Nations, world history and governnent, socialism and conmuni sm

they first shall conplete basic instruction in geography. United

States history, the governnent of the United States, the

government of the state of Chio, local governnent in Ghio, the

Decl aration of | ndependence, the United States Constitution, and

the Constitution of the state of Chio.

Section 2. That existing sections 3313.60 and 3313. 603 of the
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Revi sed Code are hereby repeal ed. 449



