As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 389
2007-2008

Representative Setzer

Cosponsors: Representatives Flowers, Huffman, Webster, Stebelton,

McGregor, J., Evans, Fessler

A BILL

To amend section 4511.21 of the Revised Code to
require the Director of Transportation or a |ocal
authority with jurisdiction over a street or
hi ghway to establish speed transition zones at
| ocations where a speed linmt decreases by 20 or

nore mles per hour.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.21 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4511.21. (A) No person shall operate a notor vehicle,
trackless trolley, or streetcar at a speed greater or less than is
reasonabl e or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface,
and width of the street or highway and any ot her conditions, and
no person shall drive any notor vehicle, trackless trolley, or
streetcar in and upon any street or highway at a greater speed
than will pernmit the person to bring it to a stop within the

assured cl ear di stance ahead.

(B) It is prima-facie lawmful, in the absence of a lower limt

decl ared or established pursuant to this section by the director
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of transportation or |ocal authorities, for the operator of a
notor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar to operate the same

at a speed not exceeding the follow ng:

(1)(a) Twenty mles per hour in school zones during school
recess and while children are going to or |eaving school during
t he opening or closing hours, and when twenty mles per hour
school speed limt signs are erected; except that, on
control | ed-access hi ghways and expressways, if the right-of-way
line fence has been erected w thout pedestrian opening, the speed
shall be governed by division (B)(4) of this section and on
freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected w thout
pedestri an openi ng, the speed shall be governed by divisions
(B)(9) and (10) of this section. The end of every school zone may
be nmarked by a sign indicating the end of the zone. Nothing in
this section or in the manual and specifications for a uniform
system of traffic control devices shall be construed to require
school zones to be indicated by signs equipped with flashing or
other lights, or giving other special notice of the hours in which

the school zone speed linit is in effect.

(b) As used in this section and in section 4511.212 of the
Revi sed Code, "school" neans any school chartered under section
3301. 16 of the Revised Code and any nonchartered school that
during the preceding year filed with the departnent of education
in conpliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Chio Adninistrative
Code, a copy of the school's report for the parents of the
school's pupils certifying that the school neets Chio m ni rum
standards for nonchartered, nontax-supported schools and presents
evidence of this filing to the jurisdiction fromwhich it is
requesting the establishment of a school zone. "School" al so
i ncludes a special elenmentary school that in witing requests the
county engi neer of the county in which the special elenentary

school is located to create a school zone at the |ocation of that
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school . Upon receipt of such a witten request, the county
engi neer shall create a school zone at that |ocation by erecting

the appropriate signs.

(c) As used in this section, "school zone" nmeans that portion
of a street or highway passing a school fronting upon the street
or highway that is enconpassed by projecting the school property
lines to the fronting street or highway, and al so incl udes that
portion of a state highway. Upon request fromlocal authorities
for streets and hi ghways under their jurisdiction and that portion
of a state highway under the jurisdiction of the director of
transportation or a request froma county engineer in the case of
a school zone for a special elenentary school, the director may
extend the traditional school zone boundaries. The distances in
divisions (B)(1)(c)(i), (ii), and (iii) of this section shall not
exceed three hundred feet per approach per direction and are
bounded by whi chever of the follow ng di stances or conbinations

thereof the director approves as nost appropriate:

(i) The distance enconpassed by projecting the school
building lines normal to the fronting highway and extending a

di stance of three hundred feet on each approach direction;

(ii) The distance enconpassed by projecting the school
property lines intersecting the fronting hi ghway and extendi ng a

di stance of three hundred feet on each approach direction;

(iii) The distance enconpassed by the special marking of the
pavenment for a principal school pupil crosswal k plus a distance of

three hundred feet on each approach direction of the highway.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the
director's initial action on August 9, 1976, establishing al
school zones at the traditional school zone boundaries defined by
proj ecting school property |ines, except when those boundaries are

extended as provided in divisions (B)(1)(a) and (c) of this
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secti on.

(d) As used in this division, "crosswal k" has the nmeani ng
given that termin division (LL)(2) of section 4511.01 of the
Revi sed Code.

The director may, upon request by resolution of the
| egi sl ative authority of a municipal corporation, the board of
trustees of a township, or a county board of nental retardation
and devel opnental disabilities created pursuant to Chapter 5126.
of the Revised Code, and upon subnission by the nunicipa
corporation, township, or county board of such engineeri ng,
traffic, and other infornmation as the director considers
necessary, designate a school zone on any portion of a state route
lying within the nunicipal corporation, lying within the
uni ncorporated territory of the township, or lying adjacent to the
property of a school that is operated by such county board, that
i ncludes a crosswal k customarily used by children going to or
| eavi ng a school during recess and openi ng and cl osi ng hours,
whenever the distance, as neasured in a straight line, fromthe
school property line nearest the crosswalk to the nearest point of
the crosswalk is no nore than one thousand three hundred twenty
feet. Such a school zone shall include the distance enconpassed by
the crosswal k and extending three hundred feet on each approach

direction of the state route.

(e) As used in this section, "special elenmentary school"

nmeans a school that neets all of the followng criteria:

(i) It is not chartered and does not receive tax revenue from

any sour ce.
(ii) It does not educate children beyond the eighth grade.

(iii) I't is located outside the limts of a nmunicipa

cor porati on.

(iv) Amjority of the total nunber of students enrolled at
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the school are not related by bl ood.

(v) The principal or other person in charge of the special
el ementary school annually sends a report to the superintendent of
the school district in which the special elenentary school is
| ocated indicating the total number of students enrolled at the
school, but otherwi se the principal or other person in charge does

not report any other information or data to the superintendent.

(2) Twenty-five mles per hour in all other portions of a
nmuni ci pal corporation, except on state routes outside business
di stricts, through hi ghways outside business districts, and

al |l eys;

(3) Thirty-five mles per hour on all state routes or through
hi ghways wi t hi n nmuni ci pal corporations outside business districts,

except as provided in divisions (B)(4) and (6) of this section;

(4) Fifty mles per hour on controlled-access hi ghways and

expressways W thin municipal corporations;

(5) Fifty-five mles per hour on highways outside runi ci pal
corporations, other than highways within island jurisdictions as
provided in division (B)(8) of this section and freeways as

provided in division (B)(13) of this section

(6) Fifty mles per hour on state routes wi thin nunicipal
corporations outside urban districts unless a |ower prima-facie

speed is established as further provided in this section;

(7) Fifteen mles per hour on all alleys wthin the runicipal

cor porati on;

(8) Thirty-five mles per hour on hi ghways outside nunici pal

corporations that are within an island jurisdiction;

(9) Fifty-five mles per hour at all tinmes on freeways with
paved shoul ders inside nunicipal corporations, other than freeways

as provided in division (B)(13) of this section;
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(10) Fifty-five miles per hour at all tines on freeways
out si de nuni ci pal corporations, other than freeways as provided in

di vision (B)(13) of this section

(11) Fifty-five mles per hour at all tines on all portions
of freeways that are part of the interstate systemand on all
portions of freeways that are not part of the interstate system
but are built to the standards and specifications that are
applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate systemfor
operators of any notor vehicle weighing in excess of eight

t housand pounds enpty wei ght and any noncomerci al bus;

(12) Fifty-five mles per hour for operators of any notor
vehi cl e wei ghi ng ei ght thousand pounds or |ess enpty wei ght and
any commercial bus at all tines on all portions of freeways that
are part of the interstate systemand that had such a speed limt
established prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that are not
part of the interstate system but are built to the standards and
specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of
the interstate systemand that had such a speed linmt established
prior to Cctober 1, 1995, unless a higher speed linmt is

establ i shed under division (L) of this section;

(13) Sixty-five mles per hour for operators of any notor
vehi cl e wei ghi ng ei ght thousand pounds or |ess enpty wei ght and

any conmmercial bus at all tinmes on all portions of the follow ng:

(a) Freeways that are part of the interstate system and that
had such a speed linit established prior to Cctober 1, 1995, and
freeways that are not part of the interstate system but are built
to the standards and specifications that are applicable to
freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such

a speed limt established prior to Cctober 1, 1995;

(b) Freeways that are part of the interstate system and

freeways that are not part of the interstate systembut are built
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to the standards and specifications that are applicable to
freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such

a speed linit established under division (L) of this section

(c¢) Rural, divided, multi-Ilane highways that are designated
as part of the national highway system under the "National H ghway
System Desi gnati on Act of 1995," 109 Stat. 568, 23 U. S.C A 103,
and that had such a speed |imt established under division (M of

this section.

(O It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any
of the speed linmtations in divisions (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4),
(6), (7), and (8) of this section, or any declared pursuant to
this section by the director or local authorities and it is
unl awful for any person to exceed any of the speed limtations in
division (D) of this section. No person shall be convicted of nore
than one violation of this section for the sane conduct, although
vi ol ations of nore than one provision of this section nmay be

charged in the alternative in a single affidavit.

(D) No person shall operate a nmotor vehicle, trackless

trolley, or streetcar upon a street or highway as foll ows:

(1) At a speed exceeding fifty-five mles per hour, except

upon a freeway as provided in division (B)(13) of this section

(2) At a speed exceeding sixty-five nmles per hour upon a
freeway as provided in division (B)(13) of this section except as

ot herwi se provided in division (D)(3) of this section;

(3) If a notor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand
pounds enpty wei ght or a noncommercial bus as prescribed in
division (B)(11) of this section, at a speed exceeding fifty-five

m |l es per hour upon a freeway as provided in that division;

(4) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limt upon a
freeway for which the director has determ ned and decl ared a speed

linmt of not nore than sixty-five niles per hour pursuant to
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division (L)(2) or (M of this section;

(5) At a speed exceeding sixty-five niles per hour upon a
freeway for which such a speed linit has been established through

the operation of division (L)(3) of this section;

(6) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limt upon a
freeway for which the director has determ ned and declared a speed

limt pursuant to division (1)(2) of this section.

(E) In every charge of violation of this section the
affidavit and warrant shall specify the tine, place, and speed at
whi ch the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges nade
in reliance upon division (C) of this section also the speed which
division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), or (8) of, or alimt

decl ared or established pursuant to, this section declares or

establishes is prima-facie lawful at the tinme and place of such

al l eged violation, except that in affidavits where a person is
all eged to have driven at a greater speed than will pernmt the
person to bring the vehicle to a stop within the assured clear
di stance ahead the affidavit and warrant need not specify the

speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven.

(F) When a speed in excess of both a prinma-facie lintation
and a limtation in division (D (1), (2), (3), (4), (5, or (6) of
this section is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a
single affidavit, alleging a single act, with a violation
i ndi cated of both division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), or

(8) of this section, or of a limt declared or established

pursuant to this section by the director or local authorities, and
of the limtation in division (D)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6)
of this section. If the court finds a violation of division
(B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), or (8) of, or alimt declared

or established pursuant to, this section has occurred, it shall

enter a judgnent of conviction under such division and dismss the
charge under division (D)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5, or (6) of this
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section. If it finds no violation of division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3),
(4), (6), (7), or (8) of, or alimt declared or established

pursuant to, this section, it shall then consider whether the

evi dence supports a conviction under division (D)(1), (2), (3),
(4), (5), or (6) of this section.

(G Points shall be assessed for violation of a limtation
under division (D) of this section in accordance with section
4510. 036 of the Revised Code.

(H) Whenever the director determ nes upon the basis of a
geonetric and traffic characteristic study that any speed limt
set forth in divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section is greater
or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to
exi st at any portion of a street or highway under the jurisdiction
of the director, the director shall determ ne and declare a
reasonabl e and safe prina-facie speed linit, which shall be
ef fective when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected

at the | ocation.

(1)(1) Except as provided in divisions (1)(2) and (K) of this
section, whenever |ocal authorities determ ne upon the basis of an
engi neering and traffic investigation that the speed permtted by
divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section, on any part of a
hi ghway under their jurisdiction, is greater than is reasonable
and safe under the conditions found to exist at such | ocation, the
| ocal authorities may by resolution request the director to
determ ne and declare a reasonabl e and safe prinma-facie speed
l[imt. Upon receipt of such request the director may determ ne and
decl are a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limt at such
| ocation, and if the director does so, then such declared speed
limt shall becone effective only when appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected at such location by the | ocal
authorities. The director may wi thdraw the declaration of a

prima-facie speed Iimt whenever in the director's opinion the

Page 9

237
238
239
240
241

242
243
244

245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253

254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268



H. B. No. 389
As Introduced

altered prim-faci e speed becones unreasonabl e. Upon such
wi thdrawal , the declared prina-facie speed shall becone
i neffective and the signs relating thereto shall be inmediately

renoved by the local authorities.

(2) Alocal authority may determine on the basis of a
geonetric and traffic characteristic study that the speed Iimt of
sixty-five mles per hour on a portion of a freeway under its
jurisdiction that was established through the operation of
division (L)(3) of this section is greater than is reasonable or
safe under the conditions found to exist at that portion of the
freeway. If the local authority makes such a determ nation, the
| ocal authority by resolution may request the director to
determ ne and declare a reasonable and safe speed limt of not
less than fifty-five mles per hour for that portion of the
freeway. If the director takes such action, the decl ared speed
linmt becones effective only when appropriate signs giving notice

of it are erected at such location by the | ocal authority.

(J) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions my
aut hori ze by ordi nance higher prina-facie speeds than those stated
in this section upon through hi ghways, or upon hi ghways or
portions thereof where there are no intersections, or between
wi dely spaced intersections, provided signs are erected giving
notice of the authorized speed, but local authorities shall not
nodi fy or alter the basic rule set forth in division (A of this
section or in any event authorize by ordinance a speed in excess

of fifty mles per hour.

Alteration of prima-facie limts on state routes by | ocal
authorities shall not be effective until the alteration has been
approved by the director. The director may w thdraw approval of
any altered prima-facie speed linmts whenever in the director's
opi ni on any altered prina-facie speed becones unreasonabl e, and

upon such withdrawal, the altered prinma-facie speed shall becone
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ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be inmediately

renoved by the local authorities.

(K)(1) As used in divisions (KY(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this
section, "uninproved highway" neans a hi ghway consisting of any of

the foll ow ng:
(a) Uninproved earth;
(b) Uni mproved graded and drai ned earth;
(c) Gavel.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in divisions (K)(4) and (5)
of this section, whenever a board of township trustees deternmn nes
upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that
the speed pernitted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part
of an uni nproved hi ghway under its jurisdiction and in the
uni ncorporated territory of the township is greater than is
reasonabl e or safe under the conditions found to exist at the
| ocation, the board may by resol uti on declare a reasonabl e and
safe prima-facie speed linit of fifty-five but not |less than
twenty-five miles per hour. An altered speed |init adopted by a
board of township trustees under this division becones effective
when appropriate traffic control devices, as prescribed in section
4511. 11 of the Revised Code, giving notice thereof are erected at
the location, which shall be no sooner than sixty days after

adoption of the resolution

(3)(a) Whenever, in the opinion of a board of township
trustees, any altered prima-facie speed linmit established by the
board under this division beconmes unreasonable, the board may
adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered prinma-facie speed
limt. Upon the adoption of such a resolution, the altered
prinma-facie speed |imt becones ineffective and the traffic

control devices relating thereto shall be i mediately renpved.

(b) Whenever a hi ghway ceases to be an uni nproved hi ghway and
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the board has adopted an altered prima-facie speed limt pursuant
to division (K)(2) of this section, the board shall, by
resolution, withdraw the altered prina-facie speed linit as soon
as the highway ceases to be uninproved. Upon the adoption of such
a resolution, the altered prina-facie speed lint becones
ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shal

be i mredi ately renoved.

(4)(a) If the boundary of two townships rests on the
centerline of an uninproved highway in unincorporated territory
and both townshi ps have jurisdiction over the highway, neither of
the boards of township trustees of such townshi ps may declare an
altered prima-facie speed Iimt pursuant to division (K)(2) of
this section on the part of the highway under their joint
jurisdiction unless the boards of township trustees of both of the
townshi ps determ ne, upon the basis of an engineering and traffic
i nvestigation, that the speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this
section is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions
found to exist at the location and both boards agree upon a
reasonabl e and safe prina-facie speed linmt of |ess than
fifty-five but not |less than twenty-five mles per hour for that
| ocation. If both boards so agree, each shall follow the procedure
specified in division (K)(2) of this section for altering the
prima-facie speed linmt on the highway. Except as otherw se
provided in division (K)(4)(b) of this section, no speed limt
altered pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of this section nmay be
wi t hdrawn unl ess the boards of township trustees of both townships
determine that the altered prima-facie speed linmt previously
adopt ed becomes unreasonabl e and each board adopts a resol ution
withdrawing the altered prina-facie speed Iimt pursuant to the

procedure specified in division (K)(3)(a) of this section.

(b) Whenever a hi ghway described in division (K)y(4)(a) of

this section ceases to be an uni nproved hi ghway and two boards of
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townshi p trustees have adopted an altered prina-facie speed limt
pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of this section, both boards shall,
by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-facie speed linmt as
soon as the highway ceases to be uninproved. Upon the adoption of
the resolution, the altered prima-facie speed lint becones
ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shal

be i mredi ately renoved.
(5) As used in division (K)(5) of this section:

(a) "Commercial subdivision" neans any platted territory
outside the linmts of a nmunicipal corporation and fronting a
hi ghway where, for a distance of three hundred feet or nore, the
frontage is inproved with buildings in use for comercia
pur poses, or where the entire length of the highway is | ess than
three hundred feet long and the frontage is inproved with

buil dings in use for conmercial purposes.

(b) "Residential subdivision" nmeans any platted territory
outside the linmts of a nmunicipal corporation and fronting a
hi ghway, where, for a distance of three hundred feet or nore, the
frontage is inproved with residences or residences and buil di ngs
in use for business, or where the entire length of the highway is
| ess than three hundred feet long and the frontage is inproved

with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.

Whenever a board of township trustees finds upon the basis of
an engineering and traffic investigation that the prima-facie
speed permtted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part of
a highway under its jurisdiction that is |located in a comercia
or residential subdivision, except on highways or portions thereof
at the entrances to which vehicular traffic fromthe mpjority of
intersecting highways is required to yield the right-of-way to
vehi cl es on such hi ghways in obedience to stop or yield signs or
traffic control signals, is greater than is reasonable and safe

under the conditions found to exist at the | ocation, the board may
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by resol ution declare a reasonabl e and safe prinma-facie speed
limt of less than fifty-five but not less than twenty-five niles
per hour at the location. An altered speed linit adopted by a
board of township trustees under this division shall becone

ef fective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected
at the location by the township. Wenever, in the opinion of a
board of township trustees, any altered prina-facie speed |imt
established by it under this division becones unreasonable, it nay
adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered prina-facie speed, and
upon such withdrawal, the altered prinma-facie speed shall becone

i neffective, and the signs relating thereto shall be i mediately

removed by the township

(L)(1) Wthin one hundred twenty days of February 29, 1996,
the director of transportation, based upon a geonetric and traffic
characteristic study of a freeway that is part of the interstate
systemor that is not part of the interstate system but is built
to the standards and specifications that are applicable to
freeways that are part of the interstate system in consultation
with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the |loca
authority having jurisdiction over a portion of such freeway, may
determ ne and declare that the speed limt of |ess than sixty-five
m | es per hour established on such freeway or portion of freeway
either is reasonable and safe or is less than that which is

reasonabl e and safe.

(2) If the established speed Iimt for such a freeway or
portion of freeway is determned to be less than that which is
reasonabl e and safe, the director of transportation, in
consultation with the director of public safety and, if
applicable, the |ocal authority having jurisdiction over the
portion of freeway, shall determ ne and declare a reasonabl e and
safe speed limt of not nore than sixty-five mles per hour for

that freeway or portion of freeway.
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The director of transportation or local authority having
jurisdiction over the freeway or portion of freeway shall erect
appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limt at such
| ocation within one hundred fifty days of February 29, 1996. Such
speed limt beconmes effective only when such signs are erected at

the | ocati on.

(3) If, within one hundred twenty days of February 29, 1996,
the director of transportation does not nmake a determ nation and
decl aration of a reasonable and safe speed linit for a freeway or
portion of freeway that is part of the interstate system or that
is not part of the interstate system but is built to the
standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that
are part of the interstate systemand that has a speed limt of
| ess than sixty-five mles per hour, the speed limt on that
freeway or portion of a freeway shall be sixty-five mles per
hour. The director of transportation or |ocal authority having
jurisdiction over the freeway or portion of the freeway shal
erect appropriate signs giving notice of the speed linmt of
sixty-five mles per hour at such |ocation w thin one hundred
fifty days of February 29, 1996. Such speed linmt becones
effective only when such signs are erected at the location. A
speed linmt established through the operation of division (L)(3)
of this section is subject to reduction under division (1)(2) of

this section.

(M Wthin three hundred sixty days after February 29, 1996,
the director of transportation, based upon a geonetric and traffic
characteristic study of a rural, divided, nulti-I|ane highway that
has been designated as part of the national highway system under
the "National H ghway System Designation Act of 1995," 109 Stat.
568, 23 U.S.C A 103, in consultation with the director of public
safety and, if applicable, the | ocal authority having jurisdiction

over a portion of the highway, nay determni ne and decl are that the
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speed limt of less than sixty-five miles per hour established on
the highway or portion of highway either is reasonable and safe or

is less than that which is reasonabl e and safe.

If the established speed limt for the highway or portion of
hi ghway is determned to be |ess than that which is reasonabl e and
safe, the director of transportation, in consultation with the
director of public safety and, if applicable, the |l ocal authority
having jurisdiction over the portion of highway, shall deternine
and declare a reasonable and safe speed linit of not nore than
sixty-five mles per hour for that highway or portion of highway.
The director of transportation or |ocal authority having
jurisdiction over the highway or portion of highway shall erect
appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limt at such
| ocation within three hundred ninety days after February 29, 1996.
The speed linmt becones effective only when such signs are erected

at the | ocation.

(N(1)(a) If the boundary of two |local authorities rests on
the centerline of a highway and both authorities have jurisdiction
over the highway, the speed limt for the part of the hi ghway
within their joint jurisdiction shall be either one of the

following as agreed to by both authorities:

(i) Either prima-facie speed limt permtted by division (B)

of this section;

(ii) An altered speed linmt determ ned and posted in

accordance with this section

(b) If the local authorities are unable to reach an
agreenent, the speed limt shall remain as established and posted

under this section

(2) Neither local authority nay declare an altered
prima-facie speed linmt pursuant to this section on the part of

the hi ghway under their joint jurisdiction unless both of the
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| ocal authorities determ ne, upon the basis of an engineering and
traffic investigation, that the speed permtted by this section is
greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to
exi st at the location and both authorities agree upon a uniform
reasonabl e and safe prina-facie speed |linmt of Iess than
fifty-five but not |less than twenty-five mles per hour for that

| ocation. If both authorities so agree, each shall followthe
procedure specified in this section for altering the prinma-facie
speed linmt on the highway, and the speed linit for the part of
the highway within their joint jurisdiction shall be uniformy
altered. No altered speed linmt may be wi thdrawn unl ess both I ocal
authorities determne that the altered prima-facie speed limt
previously adopted becones unreasonabl e and each adopts a
resolution withdrawing the altered prina-facie speed |inmt

pursuant to the procedure specified in this section.

(O At any location on a street or highway where the posted

speed |imt decreases by twenty or nore niles per hour, the

director of transportation or the local authority having

jurisdiction over the street or highway shall establish a speed

transition zone consisting, at a mnimum of the preceding one

thousand feet. Notwithstanding the speed limts established in

divisions (BY(2) to (13) of this section, the speed linit for the

speed transition zone shall be ten mles per hour nore than the

speed limt to which the posted speed lint decreases by twenty or

nore mles per hour. A reduced speed limt established pursuant to

this division becones effective when the departnent of

transportation or local authority erects appropriate Signs giving

notice thereof on the street or highway. The director and | ocal

authorities shall cooperate in establishing a speed transition

zone and posting appropriate signs whenever the zone connects two

or nore jurisdictions.

(P) As used in this section:
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(1) "Interstate systenf has the sane neaning as in 23 523
U S CA 101. 524

(2) "Commercial bus" neans a notor vehicle designed for 525
carrying nore than nine passengers and used for the transportation 526
of persons for conpensation. 527

(3) "Nonconmmercial bus" includes but is not limted to a 528
school bus or a nmpotor vehicle operated solely for the 529
transportati on of persons associated with a charitable or 530
nonprofit organization. 531

2(Q (1) Aviolation of any provision of this section is one 532
of the follow ng: 533

(a) Except as otherwi se provided in divisions (B(Q(1)(b), 534
(1)(c), (2), and (3) of this section, a m nor m sdeneanor; 535

(b) If, within one year of the offense, the offender 536
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two 537
vi ol ations of any provision of this section or of any provision of 538
a muni ci pal ordinance that is substantially sinilar to any 539
provi sion of this section, a m sdeneanor of the fourth degree; 540

(c) If, within one year of the offense, the offender 541
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or 542
nore violations of any provision of this section or of any 543
provi sion of a municipal ordinance that is substantially sinilar 544
to any provision of this section, a m sdeneanor of the third 545
degree. 546

(2) If the offender has not previously been convicted of or 547
pl eaded guilty to a violation of any provision of this section or 548
of any provision of a nunicipal ordinance that is substantially 549
simlar to this section and operated a notor vehicle faster than 550
thirty-five mles an hour in a business district of a munici pal 551
corporation, faster than fifty niles an hour in other portions of 552

a munici pal corporation, or faster than thirty-five mles an hour 553
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in a school zone during recess or while children are going to or
| eavi ng school during the school's opening or closing hours, a

ni sdenmeanor of the fourth degree.

(3) Notwi thstanding division (B(Q (1) of this section, if
the offender operated a notor vehicle in a constructi on zone where
a sign was then posted in accordance with section 4511.98 of the
Revi sed Code, the court, in addition to all other penalties
provided by |law, shall inpose upon the offender a fine of two
times the usual anount inposed for the violation. No court shal
i mpose a fine of two tines the usual anount inposed for the
viol ation upon an offender if the offender alleges, in an
affidavit filed with the court prior to the offender's sentencing,
that the offender is indigent and is unable to pay the fine
i nposed pursuant to this division and if the court determ nes that

the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine.

Section 2. That existing section 4511.21 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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