As Passed by the House

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 427
2007-2008

Representatives Webster, Letson

Cosponsors: Representatives Stebelton, Harwood, Evans, McGregor, J.,
Hagan, R., Brady, Coley, Dyer, Foley, Gerberry, Hughes, Luckie, Setzer,
Skindell, Stewart, D., Williams, B., Yuko

A BILL

To anend sections 4757.01, 4757.04, 4757.21, 4757.26
4757. 30, and 4757.36 of the Revised Code regarding
the practice of marriage and famly therapy and
the nmenbershi p of the professional standards
comm ttees of the Counsel or, Social Wrker, and

Marriage and Fanily Therapi st Board.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4757.01, 4757.04, 4757.21, 4757. 26,
4757. 30, and 4757.36 of the Revised Code be anended to read as

foll ows:

Sec. 4757.01. As used in this chapter:

(A) "Practice of professional counseling"” means rendering or
offering to render to individuals, groups, organizations, or the
general public a counseling service involving the application of
clinical counseling principles, nmethods, or procedures to assist
i ndividuals in achieving nore effective personal, soci al
educational, or career devel opnent and adjustnment, including the

di agnosi s and treatnment of nental and enotional disorders.
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(B) "dinical counseling principles, nmethods, or procedures"
means an approach to counseling that enphasizes the counselor's
role in systematically assisting clients through all of the
foll owi ng: assessing and anal yzi ng background and current
i nformati on, diagnosing nmental and enotional disorders, exploring
possi bl e sol uti ons, and devel opi ng and providing a treatnment plan
for mental and enotional adjustment or developnment. "Cdinica
counseling principles, nethods, or procedures" includes at |east

counseling, appraisal, consulting, and referral

(O "Practice of social work" means the application of
speci al i zed know edge of human devel opnment and behavi or and
soci al, economi c, and cultural systens in directly assisting
individuals, famlies, and groups in a clinical setting to inprove
or restore their capacity for social functioning, including
counseling, the use of psychosocial interventions, and the use of
soci al psychot herapy, which includes the diagnhosis and treatnent

of mental and enotional disorders.

(D) "Accredited educational institution" nmeans an institution
accredited by a national or regional accrediting agency accepted

by the board of regents.

(E) "Scope of practice" neans the services, nethods, and
techniques in which and the areas for which a person |icensed or

regi stered under this chapter is trained and qualifi ed.

(F) "Mental and enotional disorders" neans those di sorders
that are classified in accepted nosol ogi es such as the
i nternational classification of diseases and the di agnostic and
statistical manual of nental disorders and in future editions of

t hose nosol ogi es.

(G "Marriage and fam |y therapy” nmeans the diagnosis,
eval uati on, assessnent, counseling, managenent and treatnment of

nental and enotional disorders, whether cognitive, affective, or
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behavioral, within the context of marriage and famly systens,
through the professional application of marriage and famly

t her api es and techni ques.

(H "Practice of marriage and fanmily therapy" neans the
di agnosi s, treatnent, evaluation, assessnent, counseling, and
managenent, of nental and enotional disorders, whether cognitive,
affective or behavioral, within the context of marriage and famly
systens, to individuals, couples, and fanmilies, singly or in
groups, whether those services are offered directly to the genera
public or through public or private organizations, for a fee,
salary or other consideration through the professional application
of marriage and famly theories, therapies, and techniques,
including, but not linmted to psychot herapeutic theories,

therapi es and techniques that marriage and famly therapists are

educated and trained to perform Fhepracticeof marriage—and
| I I i e

Sec. 4757.04. Wthin the counselor, social worker, and
marri age and fam |y therapist board, there is hereby created the
counsel ors professional standards commttee, the social workers
pr of essi onal standards conmttee, and the marriage and famly

t herapi st professional standards conmttee.

The counsel ors professional standards committee consists of
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the board's professional clinical counselor and professional
counsel or nenbers and one of the nenbers representing the public

who is not the nenber representing the public on the marri age and

fam ly therapi st professional standards commttee or the social

wor kers professional standards committee. The commttee has full

authority to act on behalf of the board on all matters concerning

prof essi onal clinical counselors and professional counselors.

The soci al workers professional standards conmittee consists
of the board's independent social worker and social worker nenbers
and one of the nmenbers representing the public who is not the
nmenber representing the public on the counsel ors professional

standards commttee or the marriage and famly therapist

prof essi onal standards committee. The conmttee has full authority

to act on behalf of the board on all nmatters concerning
i ndependent social workers, social workers, and social work

assi stants.

The marriage and famly therapist professional standards
committee consists of the board's marriage and fanmily therapists
and one of the menbers representing the public who is not the
menber representing the public on the counsel ors professional
standards conmittee or the social workers professional standards

committee. The commttee has full authority to act on behalf of

the board on all nmtters concerning i ndependent narri age and

famly therapists and narriage and fanily therapists.

Sec. 4757.21. A person licensed under this chapter to
practice as a professional clinical counselor or a professional
counsel or may di agnose and treat nental and enotional disorders,
except that a professional counselor may do so only under the
supervi sion of a psychol ogi st, psychiatrist, professional clinical

counsel or, independent nmrriage and famly therapist, or

i ndependent social worker. A professional clinical counselor or
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prof essi onal counsel or nay engage in the private practice of
prof essi onal counseling as an individual practitioner or as a

nmenber of a partnership or group practice.

Sec. 4757.26. (A) A person licensed under this chapter to
practice as an independent social worker or a social worker may
di agnose and treat nental and enotional disorders, except that a
soci al worker may do so only under the supervision of a
psychol ogi st, psychiatrist, professional clinical counselor,

i ndependent marriage and fam ly therapist, independent soci al

wor ker, or registered nurse who holds a master's degree in

psychi atri c nursing.

(B) A person licensed under this chapter to practice as an
i ndependent social worker may engage in the private practice of
social work as an individual practitioner or as a nmenber of a

partnership or group practice.

(C A person licensed under this chapter to practice as a
soci al worker shall not engage in the private practice of soci al
work as an individual practitioner or as a nenber of a partnership
or group practice. A social worker shall not engage in the
practice of social work as an enpl oyee of a private individual,
partnership, or group practitioner of social work unless the
soci al worker is supervised by a psychol ogi st, psychiatrist,

professional clinical counselor, independent marriage and famly

therapi st, independent social worker, or registered nurse who

hol ds a master's degree in psychiatric nursing.

(D) A person who receives a certificate of registration to
practice as a social work assistant is not authorized to engage in
the practice of social work. A social work assistant, under the
di rect supervision of a psychol ogist, psychiatrist, professiona

clinical counsel or, professional counselor, independent marriage

and fam |y therapist, independent social worker, social worker, or
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regi stered nurse who holds a master's degree in psychiatric
nursing, may provide hunman, social, and conmunity services that

i nclude intake assessnent and referral, screening, crisis

i ntervention and resolution, community support, case nmanagenent
and outreach, record keeping, social assessnment, visua

observation of an individual in the individual's environment,
assistance in facilitation with groups and famlies, advocacy, and

ori entation, education, and prevention services.

Sec. 4757.30. (A) The marriage and famly therapi st

prof essi onal standards committee of the counsel or, social worker,

and marriage and fam ly therapi st board shal | —after—+eviewhrgthe
b I e I : Wy I :

professionalstandards—committee issue a license to practice as a

marriage and famly therapist to a person who has done all of the

fol | owi ng:
(1) Properly conpleted an application for the license;

(2) Paid the required fee established by the board under
section 4757.31 of the Revised Code;

(3) Achieved one of the foll ow ng:

(a) Received froman educational institution accredited at
the time the degree was granted by a regional accrediting
organi zation recogni zed by the board a master's degree or a

doctorate in marriage and fanily therapy;

(b) Conpl eted a graduate degree that includes a m ni mum of
ni nety quarter hours of graduate |evel course work in marriage and

fam |y therapy training that is acceptable to the comittee;

(4) Passed an exam nation admini stered by the board for the
pur pose of determning the person's ability to be a marriage and

fam |y therapist;

(5) Conpleted a practicumthat includes at |east three
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hundred hours of client contact.

(B) To be accepted by the commttee for purposes of division

(A)(3)(b) of this section, marriage and fam |y therapist training

nmust include instruction in at |least the follow ng: researech-

(1) Research and eval uation

(2) Professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities;

(3) Marriage and fam |y studies:;

(4) Marriage and famly therapy. including therapeutic theory

and techniques for individuals, groups., and famlies;

(5) Human devel opnment

(6) Appraisal of individuals and fanilies:

(7) Systens theory.

(C) The beard marriage and fanmily therapist professional

standards conmittee shal | —afterreviewngthe reportsubmttedto
e I : | £ o] I : : . | or d

commi-ttee issue a license to practice as an i ndependent narri age

and famly therapist to a person who seets does both of the
foll ow ng:

(1) Meets all of the requirenments of division (A of this
section and—after;

(2) After neeting the requirenents duhder of division (A)(3)

of this section, conpletes at |east two cal endar years of work

experience in marriage and fam |y therapy—reluding.

The two cal endar vears of work experience nust include one

t housand hours of docunented client contact in narriage and famly

therapy. Two hundred hours of the one thousand hours nust be
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supervised include face-to-face supervision by a supervisor whose

trai ning and experi ence neets standards established by the board
in rules adopted under section 4757.10 of the Revised Code and one
hundred hours of the two hundred hours of supervision nmust be

i ndi vi dual supervi sion

(D) Thet | chall wai I : C divis
A4 L (B} of thi : : L kine L]

o i :
: ; L ow : | : o

{EF An independent narriage and fanily therapist or a
marriage and fanmi |y therapi st may engage in the private practice
of marriage and famly therapy as an individual practitioner or as

a menber of a partnership or group practice.

H(E) A marriage and famly therapist may di agnose and treat
mental and enotional disorders only under the supervision of a
psychol ogi st, psychiatrist, professional clinical counselor,

i ndependent social worker, or independent narriage and fanily
therapi st. An independent narriage and fanily therapist nmay
di agnose and treat nental and enotional disorders wthout

supervi si on

{S-(F) Nothing in this chapter or rul es adopted under it
aut hori zes an independent narriage and famly therapist or a
marriage and fam|ly therapist to admt a patient to a hospital or

requires a hospital to allow a marriage and famly therapist to
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admt a patient.

Sec. 4757.36. (A) The professional standards comrittees of
the counsel or, social worker, and marriage and fanily therapi st
board, in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, may
refuse to issue a license or certificate of registration applied
for under this chapter; refuse to renew a license or certificate
of registration issued under this chapter; suspend, revoke, or
otherwi se restrict a license or certificate of registration issued
under this chapter; or reprimand a person holding a |license or
certificate of registration issued under this chapter. Such
actions nmay be taken by the appropriate conmittee if the applicant
for a license or certificate of registration or the person hol ding

a license or certificate of registration has:

(1) Conmitted a violation of any provision of this chapter or

rul es adopted under it;

(2) Knowi ngly made a fal se statenent on an application for
licensure or registration, or for renewal of a |icense or

certificate of registration;

(3) Accepted a conmission or rebate for referring persons to
any professionals licensed, certified, or registered by any court
or board, comm ssion, departnent, division, or other agency of the
state, including, but not limted to, individuals practicing
counseling, social work, or marriage and famly therapy or
practicing in fields related to counseling, social work, or

marri age and famly therapy;

(4) Failed to conply with section 4757.12 of the Revised
Code;

(5) Been convicted in this or any other state of any crine

that is a felony in this state;

(6) Had the ability to performproperly as a professional
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clinical counsel or, professional counselor, independent marriage
and fam |y therapist, marriage and famly therapist, social work
assi stant, social worker, or independent social worker inpaired

due to the use of alcohol or other drugs or any other physical or

nmental condition

(7) Been convicted in this state or in any other state of a
m sdeneanor comritted in the course of practice as a professiona
clinical counsel or, professional counselor, independent marriage
and fam |y therapist, marriage and famly therapist, social work

assi stant, social worker, or independent social worker;

(8) Practiced outside the scope of practice applicable to

that person;

(9) Practiced without conmplying with the supervision
requi rements specified under sections 4757.21 and 4757. 26, and
di vision (F-(E) of section 4757.30, of the Revised Code;

(10) Violated the person's code of ethical practice adopted
by rule of the board pursuant to section 4757.11 of the Revised
Code;

(11) Had a license or certificate of registration revoked or
suspended, or voluntarily surrendered a license or certificate of
registration in another state or jurisdiction for an offense that

woul d be a violation of this chapter.

(B) One year or nore after the date of suspension or
revocation of a license or certificate of registration under this
section, application may be made to the appropriate professiona
standards committee for reinstatenent. The conmittee may accept or
refuse an application for reinstatenent. If a |license has been
suspended or revoked, the committee nmay require an exanination for

rei nst at ement .

Section 2. That existing sections 4757.01, 4757.04, 4757.21,
4757.26, 4757.30, and 4757.36 of the Revised Code are hereby
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