As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 432
2007-2008

Representatives Stewart, D., McGregor, J.

Cosponsors: Representatives Brown, Evans, Flowers, Foley, Heard,
Skindell, Strahorn, Yates, Yuko

A BILL

To enact sections 4112.31, 4112.32, and 4112. 33 of
the Revised Code to establish a New African
I mmi grants Conmi ssion to advocate for the
devel opnment and i npl enentati on of policies and
prograns to address the needs of the State's

sub- Saharan African popul ati on.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4112.31, 4112.32, and 4112. 33 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4112.31. The new African immgrants conmm ssion shall:

(A) Gather and di ssem nate informati on and conduct heari ngs,

conf erences, investigations, and special studies on problens and

prograns_concerni ng sub- Saharan Afri can peopl €;:

(B) Secure appropriate recognition of the acconplishnents and

contributions of sub-Saharan African people to this state;

(CQ) Stinulate public awareness of the probl ens of sub-Saharan

African people by conducting a program of public education;

(D) Devel op, coordinate, and assist other public and private

organi zations that serve sub-Saharan African people, including the
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conducting of training prograns for conmunity | eadership and

service project staff:

(E) Advise the governor, general assenbly, and state

departnments and agencies of the nature. magni tude, and priorities

of the problens of sub-Saharan African peopl e:

(F) Advise the governor., general assenbly., and state

departnents and agencies on, and assist in the devel opnent and

i npl enent ati on of, conprehensi ve and coordi nated policies,

prograns, and procedures focusing on the special problens and

needs of sub-Saharan African people, especially in the fields of

education, enploynent. energy. health, housing. welfare, and

recreation:

(G Propose new prograns_concerni ng sub-Saharan African

people to public and private agencies and evaluate for such

agenci es existing prograns or prospective | eqislation concerning

sub- Saharan African peopl e;

(H Review and approve grants to be made fromfederal, state,

or private funds which are adninistered or subcontracted by the

office of new African inmmgrant affairs;

(1) Review and approve the annual report prepared by the

office of new African immgrant affairs; and

(J) Create an interagency council consisting of the follow ng

persons or their authorized representatives: one nenber of the

senate appoi nted by the president of the senate; one nenber of the

house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of

representatives:; the directors of adm nistrative services,

agriculture, education, devel opnent. health, highway safety. job

and famly services, liquor control, nental health, nenta

retardati on and devel opnental disabilities, natural resources,

rehabilitation and correction, youth services, transportation,

envi ronnental protection, and budget and managenent: the
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chairperson of the Chio civil rights comm ssion, the

adm ni strators of the bureau of workers' conpensation and the

rehabilitation services conmnission, and an_additional nenber of

the governor's cabinet appointed by the governor. The new African

imgrants comm ssion., by rule, may designate other state officers

or their representatives to be nmenbers of the council. The

director of the commi ssion shall be the chairperson of the

counci | .

The interagency council shall provide and coordi nate the

exchange of information relative to the needs of sub-Saharan

African people and pronpote the delivery of state services to such

peopl e. The council shall neet at the call of the chairperson.

Sec. 4112.32. There is hereby created the new African

im grants conmm SsSion consi sting of el even nenbers appoi nted by

the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. The

speaker of the house of representatives shall recommend to the

governor two persons for appointnent to the comm ssion., the

president of the senate shall recommend to the governor two such

persons, and the nmnority | eaders of the house and senate shal

each recommend to the governor one such person. The governor shall

nake initial appointnents to the comm ssion. & the initial

appoi ntnents nade to the conni ssion, three shall be for a term

endi ng Cctober 7, 2009, four shall be for a term ending Cctober 7,

2010, and four shall be for a termending Cctober 7, 2011.

Thereafter, terns of office shall be for three years, each term

ending on the sane day of the sane nonth of the vear as did the

termwhich it succeeds. Each nenber shall hold office fromthe

date of appointnent until the end of the termfor which the nenber

was appoi nted. Vacancies shall be filled in the sane nanner as the

origi nal appoi ntment. Any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy

occurring prior to the expiration of the termfor which the

nenber' s predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the
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remai nder of such term Any nenber shall continue in office

subsequent to the expiration date of the nmenber's termuntil the

nenber's successor takes office, or until a period of sixty days

has el apsed, whi chever occurs first. At the first organi zati onal

neeting of the conmission, the original eleven nenbers shall draw

lots to determine the length of the termeach nenber shall serve.

Al nenbers of the comm ssion shall be of sub-Saharan African

origin, and shall be Anerican citizens or |lawful, permnent,

resident aliens. Menbers shall be from urban, suburban, and rura

geogr aphi cal areas representative of sub-Saharan African peopl e

with a nunerical and geoaraphi cal bal ance of the sub-Saharan

African popul ati on throughout the state.

The commi ssion shall neet not less than six tines per

cal endar _year. The commi ssion shall el ect a chairperson

vi ce-chai rperson, and other officers fromanong its nenbers as it

consi ders advi sable. Six nmenbers constitute a quorum The

conmi ssion shall adopt rules governing its procedures. No action

of the commi ssion is valid without the concurrence of six nmenbers.

Each nmenber shall be conpensated for work as a nenber for

each day that the nenber is actually engaged in the performance of

work as a nenber. No nmenber shall be conpensated for nore than one

day each nmonth. In addition, each nenber shall be reinbursed for

all actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of

of ficial business.

Sec. 4112.33. The office of new African inmm grant affairs is

hereby created. The office shall be accountable to the new African

i mMm grants conmmi ssion. The chief adnministrator of the office shal

be appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the comm ssion.

The director, with the approval of the conmm ssion, shal

appoi nt _such enpl oyees as are necessary to carry out the duties of

the office. The enpl oyees shall serve at the pleasure of the
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di rector.

The office shall conpile and provide information to the

conmi ssi on about, and advise it on, solutions to the probl ens of

sub- Saharan African people. The office shall execute the tasks

assigned to it by the conm ssion which shall include, but not be

limted to, the foll ow ng:

(A) Serve as a clearinghouse to review and conmment on_al

proposals to neet the needs of sub-Saharan African people that are

subnmitted to it by public and private agencies:;

(B) Apply for and accept grants and gifts from gover nnent al

and private sources to be adm nistered by the office or

subcontracted to | ocal agencies:;

(C) Monitor and evaluate all prograns subcontracted to | ocal

agenci es by the commi ssi on;

(D) Endeavor to assure that sub-Saharan African peopl e have

access to deci sion-nmaking bodies in all state and | ocal

gover nnental departnents and agenci es;

(E) Submit a full witten annual report of its activities,

acconplishnents, and recommendations to the conm Ssion;

(F) Establish advisory committees on special subjects as

needed to facilitate and nmaxi nize conmmunity participation in the

operation of the comn ssion; and

(G Establish with state and | ocal governnents and private

busi ness and industry rel ationships that pronote and assure eqgual

opportunity for sub-Saharan African people in governnent,

education, and enpl oynent.

Advisory commttees shall be conposed of persons representing

community organi zations and charitable institutions, public

officials, and such other persons as the office determ nes.
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