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A BILL

To amend section 107.12 of the Revised Code to reform
the Governor's Ofice of Faith-Based and Community

Initiatives.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 107.12 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 107.12. (A) As used in this section, "organization"
nmeans a faith-based or other organization that is exenpt from
federal inconme taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the "Internal
Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 1, as amended,

and provides charitable services to needy residents of this state.
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(B) There is hereby established within the office of the
governor the governor's office of faith-based and conmunity

initiatives. The office shall:

(1) Serve as a clearinghouse of information on federal
state, and local funding for charitable services performed by

or gani zati ons;

(2) Encourage organi zations to seek public funding for their

charitabl e services;

(3) Aet—as—atialsonbetweenstate agencies—and Assist | ocal

state, and federal agencies in coordinating their activities to

secure maxi num use of funds and efforts that benefit people

receiving charitable services from organi zati ons;

(4) Advise the governor, general assenbly, and the advisory
board of the governor's office of faith-based and comunity
initiatives on the barriers that exist to collaboration between
organi zations and governnental entities and on ways to renove the

barri ers.

(C The governor shall appoint an executive assistant

director and such other staff as may be necessary to nmanage the

office and perform or oversee the performance of the duties of the

office. Wthin sixty days after bei ng appoi nted, and every twelve

nont hs thereafter, the executive director shall distribute to the

advi sory board and review with the board a strategic plan. The

executive director shall report to the board at |least quarterly on

proposed initiatives and policies. A report shall include the

condition of the budget and the finances of the office.

(D)(1) There is hereby created the advisory board of the

governor's office of faith-based and community initiatives. The

board shall consist of the follow ng nenbers appetnted—as—FotHows:
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(a) The directors of aging, alcohol and drug addiction
services, rehabilitation and correction, health, job and fanily
services, nental retardation and devel opnental disabilities,
nmental health, and youth servi ces shall—eachappoint—tothe board
one—enployeeof that directorsdepartnent—, or their designees:

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint

to the board two nenbers of the house of representatives, not nore
than one of whomshall be fromthe sanme political party and at

| east one of whomshall be fromthe |egislative black caucus. The

president of the senate shall appoint to the board two nenbers of

the senate, not nore than one of whomshall be fromthe sane

political party.

(c) The governor, the speaker of the house of
representatives, and the president of the senate shall each
appoint to the board three representatives of the nonprofit,

faith-based and ot her nonprofit conmunity.

(2) Terms of the office shall be one year. Any vacancy t hat
occurs on the board shall be filled in the same nmanner as the
ori gi nal appoi nt nent. Fhe—rerbers—ef—theboeard-shall—serve—without

conpensation—
(3) : nitial g thet | chall el

a—nenber—of the house of representatives Menbers of the board are

not entitled to conpensation, but the nenbers appointed by the

governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the

president of the senate who are representatives of the nonprofit,

faith-based and ot her nonprofit community shall be reinbursed for

their actual and necessary expenses that are incurred in relation

to board neetings.

(4) The board shall be presided over by a chairperson and a

vi ce-chai rperson, who shall be the nenbers of the board who are
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al so nenbers of the house of representatives. Annually on the

first day of January, the chairpersonship and vice-chairpersonship

shall alternate between the nenbers of the house of

representatives according to their party nenbership.

(E) The board shall de—beth—ef—the+ollowing have the

follow ng duties:

(1) Provide direction, guidance, and oversight to the office;

(2) Assist in the dissenination of infornmation about., and in

the stinulation of public awareness of, the service prograns

supported by the office;

(3) Review the budget and finances of the office, proposed

initiatives and policies, and the executive director's annual

strategic plan at board neetings;

(4) Provide feedback for and proposed nodifications of the

executive director's strategic plan. Wthin forty-five days after

subm tting a strategic plan, the executive director shall contact

each advi sory board nenber to obtain feedback. Wth the approval

of the advisory board chairperson, the executive director shal

lead a strateqgic plan discussion at the first board neeting

following the distribution of the strateqic plan.

(5) Publish a report of its activities and acconplishnents on

or before the first day of August of each year, and deliver copies
of the report to the governor, the speaker and minority | eader of
the house of representatives, and the president and nminority

| eader of the senate.

(F) No nmenber of the board or organization that the nenber is
affiliated or involved with is eligible to receive any grant that

the office adm nisters or assists in admnistering.

Section 2. That existing section 107.12 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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Section 3. The chairperson and vice-chairperson of the
Advi sory Board of the Governor's Ofice of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives who are holding office on the effective date
of this section continue to hold office until January 1, 2009.
Begi nning January 1, 2009, the chairperson and vice-chairperson of
the advi sory board assunme office in accordance with the
alternation established in division (D)(4) of section 107.12 of
t he Revi sed Code.
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