As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 470
2007-2008

Representative Setzer

Cosponsors: Representatives Strahorn, Collier, Combs, Evans, Harwood

A BILL

To enact section 5571.18 of the Revised Code to
aut hori ze a board of township trustees to order
township workers to enter upon land in order to
renove vegetation that blocks or otherw se
interferes with the sight lines of notorists

travel ing on township roads.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 5571.18 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 5571.18. (A |If a board of township trustees deternines

upon the basis of evidence submtted by the county enqi neer that,

at a particular |location, vegetation |ocated on land that is

| ocated on a township road constitutes a cl ear and present danger

to the safety of traveling public, which may include pedestri ans,

because the vegetation blocks or otherwise interferes with the

sight lines of operators of notor vehicles traveling on that

township road, the board shall send a witten notice to the owner

of that land inform ng the owner of that fact and al so

particularly describing the vegetation at i ssue. The notice shal

direct the owner to renove that vegetation forthwith, but in no

case later than fifteen days after the date of the notice. The
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notice further shall informthe owner that if the owner does not

renpve the vegetation at issue within that fifteen-day period, the

board shall cause the vegetation to be renpved and the owner shal

be liable for all costs of the renoval

(B) If a board issues a notice to the owner of the | and

pursuant to division (A) of this section and the owner does not

renove the veqgetation described in the notice in a tinmely manner,

the board shall issue an order directing that enpl ovees of the

townshi p enter upon the | and and renove the vegetation at issue.

The board shall give notice of the proposed entry to the owner and

the person in possession of the land, if such person is not the

owner. by such neans as are reasonably available not | ess than

three days but not nore than seven days prior to the date of such

entry. The townshi p enpl oyees shall enter upon the | and and shal

renpve the vegetation at issue and nothing nore, and such entry

does not constitute a trespass.

(C The board of township trustees shall nmake a witten

report to the county auditor of the board's action under this

section. The board shall include in the report a proper

description of the premi ses and a statenent of all expenses the

township incurred in having townshi p enpl oyees renove the

vegetation at issue, including any costs incurred in providing the

required notice and the anmpunt the township paid for | abor,

materials, fuel, and equi pnent. The expenses incurred shall be

entered upon the tax duplicate and are a lien upon the |land from

the date of the entry. They shall be collected as taxes are

collected and shall be returned to the township and placed in the

townshi p general fund.

(D) The board shall nmke restitution or reinbursenent for any

actual damage done to the land or to inprovenents or persona

property |located on such land by the townshi p enpl oyees that is
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not incidental to the renoval of the vegetation. If the township

and owner of the |land are unable to agree upon restitution or

other settlenent, dannges are recoverable by civil action to which

the townshi p hereby consents, except that the value of the

vegetation renoved i s not

recover abl e.
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