As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 558
2007-2008

Representative Batchelder

Cosponsor: Representative Strahorn

A BILL

To anend sections 145.201, 145.58, and 3501.12 of the
Revi sed Code to increase the salary paid to
menbers of boards of elections and to allow
menbers of boards of elections to purchase
addi tional service credit in the Public Enpl oyees

Retirenent System

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 145.201, 145.58, and 3501.12 of the

Revi sed Code be anended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 145.201. (A) Subjecttothe lHimt describedindivision
{S—of thisseetion—any As used in this section, "eligible

nenber" neans a nenber of the public enpl oyees retirenent system

who is either of the follow ng:

(1) A nenber who has been appointed by the secretary of state

pursuant to section 3501.06 of the Revised Code to serve on a

county board of el ections;

(2) Any nenber who is or has been an elected official of the
state or any political subdivision thereof or has been appointed
by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate to serve

full-tinme as a nenber of a board, comn ssion, or other public
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body.

A nenber of a board, conm ssion, or other public body shal

be considered to be serving fulltine if full-tinme service is

required by law or if the director of adnministrative services

determ nes that the duties of the position reaquire full-tine

service.

(B) Subject to the limt described in division (D) of this

section, an eligible nenber may at any tinme prior to retirenent

purchase additional service credit in an anbunt not to exceed
thirty-five per cent of the service credit allowed the nenber for
the period of service as an eleeted—oer—appeinted—eofiiecial eligible
nenber subsequent to January 1, 1935, other than credit for
mlitary service, part-tinme service, and service subject to the
tax on wages inposed by the "Federal |nsurance Contributions Act,"”
68A Stat. 415 (1954), 26 U S.C. A 3101, as anended.

Fhre (1) A nmenber who is or has been an el ected or appointed

official may purchase the additional service credit may—be

purchased by paying into the enpl oyees' savings fund an anount
computed by nultiplying by the enpl oyee contribution rate in

effect at the tinme of purchase the rerber—s official's earnable
salary for the period of service upon which the purchased credit
is based, by the nunber of years or portions thereof of additional
service credit to be purchased, and by paying into the enpl oyers'
accumul ation fund an anount equal to the full anmount paid into the

enpl oyees' savings fund.

(2) A nmenber of a board of elections may purchase the

additional service credit by paying to the retirement systemfor

each vear, or portion of a vear, purchased an ampbunt equal to the

additional liability resulting fromthe purchase of that year of

service, or portion of year of service, as determ ned by an

actuary enployed by the public enployees retirenent board.
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(3) If & an _eliqgible nmenber purchases | ess than the full
amount of the additional service credit to which the nenber is
entitled, the period of service upon which the purchase is
comput ed shall be the nmenber's earliest period of such service.
The menber shall receive full credit for such additional eleetive
service in conputing an all owance or benefit under section 145. 20,
145. 33, 145.331, 145.34, 145.36, 145.361, or 145.46 of the Revised
Code, notwithstanding any ot her provision of this chapter. The
paynment to the enpleyees—savings—fundandthe enployers—
aceurmiatieon—+fund retirenent system for sueh additional eleetive

service credit under this section shall, in the event of death or

w t hdrawal from service, be considered as accunul at ed

contri butions of the nenber.

service—

B}H(C) Notw thstandi ng division (A-(B) of this section, a
menber who purchased service credit under this section prior to
January 1, 1980, on the basis of part-tinme service shall be
permitted to retain the credit and shall be given full credit for
it in conputing an all owance or benefit under section 145. 20,

145. 33, 145.331, 145.34, 145.36, 145.361, or 145.46 of the Revised
Code. The public enployees retirenent board has no authority to

cancel or rescind such credit.

£S-(D) A purchase made under this section shall not exceed
the limts established by division (n) of section 415 of the
"I nternal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. A
415(n), as anended.

{B-(E) Subject to rules adopted by the public enpl oyees

retirenent board, a nmenber who has purchased service credit under
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this section is entitled to be refunded all or a portion of the
actual anount the nenber paid for the service credit if, in
computi ng an age and service retirenent allowance under division
(A) (5) of section 145.33 of Revised Code, the all owance exceeds
the limt established by division (A)(6) of that section

A refund under this division cancels the equival ent anount of

service credit.

(F) Credit for which the cost is cal cul ated under division

(BY(2) of this section is subject to the restriction of division
(A (1) of section 145.58 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 145.58. (A) As used in this section, "ineligible

i ndi vidual" neans all of the follow ng:

(1) A former nmenber receiving benefits pursuant to section
145. 32, 145.33, 145.331, 145.34, or 145.46 of the Revised Code for
whomeligibility is established nore than five years after June
13, 1981, and who, at the time of establishing eligibility, has
accrued less than ten years' service credit, exclusive of credit
obt ai ned pursuant to division (B)(2) of section 145.201 or section
145. 297 or 145.298 of the Revised Code, credit obtained after
January 29, 1981, pursuant to section 145.293 or 145.301 of the
Revi sed Code, and credit obtained after May 4, 1992, pursuant to
section 145.28 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) The spouse of the forner nenber;

(3) The beneficiary of the former nenber receiving benefits

pursuant to section 145.46 of the Revised Code.

(B) The public enpl oyees retirenent board may enter into
agreenents with insurance conpani es, health insuring corporations,
or governnent agencies authorized to do business in the state for
i ssuance of a policy or contract of health, nedical, hospital, or

surgi cal benefits, or any conbination thereof, for those
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i ndi vidual s receiving age and service retirenent or a disability
or survivor benefit subscribing to the plan, or for PERS retirants
enpl oyed under section 145. 38 of the Revised Code, for coverage of
benefits in accordance with division (D)(2) of section 145.38 of

t he Revised Code. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this
chapter, the policy or contract may al so i nclude coverage for any
eligible individual's spouse and dependent children and for any of
the individual's sponsored dependents as the board deterni nes
appropriate. If all or any portion of the policy or contract
premumis to be paid by any individual receiving age and service
retirenent or a disability or survivor benefit, the individua
shall, by witten authorization, instruct the board to deduct the
prem um agreed to be paid by the individual to the conpany,

corporation, or agency.

The board may contract for coverage on the basis of part or
all of the cost of the coverage to be paid from appropriate funds
of the public enpl oyees retirement system The cost paid fromthe
funds of the system shall be included in the enployer's
contribution rate provided by sections 145.48 and 145.51 of the
Revi sed Code. The board may by rule provide coverage to ineligible
individuals if the coverage is provided at no cost to the
retirement system The board shall not pay or reinburse the cost
for coverage under this section or section 145. 325 of the Revised

Code for any ineligible individual

The board may provide for self-insurance of risk or |evel of
risk as set forth in the contract with the conpani es,
corporations, or agencies, and may provide through the
sel f-insurance net hod specific benefits as authorized by rul es of
t he board.

(© The board shall, beginning the nonth follow ng receipt of
satisfactory evidence of the paynent for coverage, pay nonthly to

each recipient of service retirement, or a disability or survivor
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benefit under the public enpl oyees retirenment systemwho is
eligible for nmedical insurance coverage under part B of Title
XVIIl of "The Social Security Act," 79 Stat. 301 (1965), 42

U S.C A 1395, as anended, an anmpunt equal to the basic premnmi um
for such coverage, except that the board shall nake no such

paynment to any ineligible individual.

(D) The board shall establish by rule requirenents for the
coordi nati on of any coverage, paynent, or benefit provided under
this section or section 145. 325 of the Revised Code with any
simlar coverage, paynment, or benefit nmade available to the sane
i ndi vidual by the Ohio police and fire pension fund, state
teachers retirenent system school enployees retirenent system or

state highway patrol retirement system

(E) The board shall make all other necessary rul es pursuant

to the purpose and intent of this section.

Sec. 3501.12. The annual conpensation of nmenbers of the board
of elections shall be deternined on the basis of the popul ation of
the county according to the next preceding federal census, and
shall be paid nonthly out of the appropriations nade to the board
and upon vouchers or payrolls certified by the chairperson, or a
nmenber of the board designated by it, and countersigned by the
director or in the director's absence by the deputy director. Upon
presentation of any such voucher or payroll, the county auditor
shall issue a warrant upon the county treasurer for the anmount
thereof as in the case of vouchers or payrolls for county offices

and the treasurer shall pay such warrant.
(A) Except as provided in divisions (B) and (C) of this
section, the anpunt of annual conpensation of nenbers of the board

shal|l be as foll ows:

(1) Erghty—Ffive One hundred eighty-five dollars and

seventy-six cents for each full one thousand of the first one
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hundred t housand popul ati on;

(2) Ferty Eighty-eight dollars and +H+¥+y fifty-one cents for
each full one thousand of the second one hundred thousand

popul ati on;

(3) Pwenty-two Forty-eight dollars and eight cents for each

full one thousand of the third one hundred thousand popul ati on;

(4) S« Fourteen dollars and seventy-five cents for each ful

one thousand above three hundred thousand popul ati on.

(B) Except as provided in division (C) of this section, the
conmpensation of a nenber of the board shall not be | ess than three

seven thousand three hundred seventy-five dollars and ni nety-one

cents and shall not exceed twenty forty-three thousand seven

hundred nine dollars and eight cents annually.

For the purposes of this section, nenbers of boards of

el ections shall be deened to be appointed and not el ected, and
therefore not subject to Section 20 of Article Il of the Chio

Constitution.

Section 2. That existing sections 145.201, 145.58, and
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3501. 12 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed. 206



