As Reported by the House Judiciary Committee

127th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 564
2007-2008

Representative Stebelton

Cosponsors: Representatives Huffman, Blessing

A BILL

To anend section 2101.16, 2101.162, 2101.17, 2111.51
2113. 031, and 2303.201 of the Revised Code to
provide for the establishnent by court rule of

certain fees charged by the probate court.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 2101.16, 2101.162, 2101.17, 2111.51
2113. 031, and 2303.201 of the Revised Code be anended to read as

foll ows:

Sec. 2101.16. (A) Except as provided in section 2101. 164 of
the Revised Code, the probate judge shall establish by rule,

charge, and collect, if possible, fees for services rendered in

proceedi ngs enunerated in this division shalk—be-charged-and
coHlected—if possible—by the probate judge—and, which fees shall

be in full for all services rendered in the respective

proceedi ngs. _The fee established for services rendered in any
proceeding referred to in division (A(2)., (29), (33), (44), or

(57) of this section shall not be |l ess than the ampbunt of that fee

that nmust be deposited into a specific fund under division (Q or

(G of this section. The probate judge nmay by rule nodify any fee

previously established under this division. Not less than thirty
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days before adopting a rule under this division, the probate judge

shall publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in

the county in which the probate court is |ocated setting forth the

proposed rule. The probate judge shall establish fees for services

rendered in the foll owing proceedi ngs:

(1) Account, in addition to advertising charges

...................................................... $12.00;

Wai vers and proof of notice of hearing on account, per

page—w-ni-mum-one—dolar

...................................................... $ 100,

(2) Aeccount—of—distribution—in—-additionto—-advertising
charges
...................................................... $ 700,
3> Adopti on ef—ehitd, petition for

...................................................... $5000;
4-(3) Alter or cancel contract for sale or purchase of rea

estate, petition to

...................................................... $ 20 00;
53(4) Application—-and Entry or order not otherw se provided

for in this section or by rule adopted pursuant to

division (E) of this section

...................................................... $ 500,
{6)(5) Appropriation suit, per day, hearing in

...................................................... $ 20 00;
A-(6) Birth, application for registration of

...................................................... $ 700,
8>(7) Birth record, application to correct

...................................................... $ 500,
£9-(8) Bond, application for new or additional

...................................................... $ 500,

103-(9) Bond, application for release of surety or reduction

of
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+5-(10) Bond, receipt for securities deposited in lieu of

...................................................... $ 500,
223 (11) Certified copy of journal entry, record, or
proceedi ng, per page—mhimumfeeone—dotHlar
...................................................... $ 100,
+3)1(12) CGtation and issuing citation, application for
...................................................... $ 500,
+4)>(13) Change of nane, petition for
...................................................... $ 2000,
£25)(14) daim application of adninistrator or executor for
al | onance of administrator's or executor's own
...................................................... $10-00;
£+6)(15) A aim application to conprom se or settle
...................................................... $ 1000,
+£A-(16) daim authority to present
...................................................... $10-00;
£28)3(17) Commi ssi oner, appointnent of
...................................................... $ 500,
+9)(18) Conpensation for extraordinary services and attorney's
fees for fiduciary, application for
...................................................... $ 500,
£26)>(19) Conpetency, application to procure adjudication of
...................................................... $ 2000
25-(20) Conplete contract, application to
...................................................... $10-00;
22)3(21) Conceal nent of assets, citation for
...................................................... $10-00;
23)3(22) Construction of will, petition for
...................................................... $ 2000,
243(23) Continue decedent's business, application to
...................................................... $10-00;
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25)(24) Declaratory judgnent, petition for

28)3(27) Distribution in kind, application, assent, and order

f or

293(28) Distribution under section 2109.36 of the Revised

Code, application for an order of

36)(29) Docketing and i ndexing proceedings, including the

filing and noting of all necessary docunent s;—maxi—r

3H-(30) Exceptions to any proceeding named in this section

contest of appoi ntnent or

32-(31) Election of surviving partner to purchase assets of

partnership, proceedings relating to

34)>(33) Fiduciary, including an assignee or trustee of an
i nsol vent debtor or any guardi an or conservator

accountable to the probate court, appointnment of

35)-(34) Foreign will, application to record

Record of foreign will, additional, per page

36)3(35) Forns, per case, when supptied nade avail able by the
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probate court,—net—to—exceed

...................................................... $1000;
3AH-(36) Heirship, petition to determine

...................................................... $ 20 00;
£38)3(37) Injunction proceedi ngs

...................................................... $20.00;
39)-(38) Inprove real estate, petition to

...................................................... $ 2000
£46)3(39) Inventory wth-appraiserent

...................................................... $ 16006

4 Hrventery—wthout—apprat-serent

...................................................... $ 700,
£42)-(40) I nvestnent or expenditure of funds, application and

entry for

...................................................... $1000;
43)>(41) Invest in real estate, application to

...................................................... $10-00;
44)(42) Lease for oil, gas, coal, or other mineral, petition

to

...................................................... $ 20 00;
45)(43) Lease or lease and inprove real estate, petition to

...................................................... $ 2000
46)(44) Marriage |icense

...................................................... $10-00;

Certified abstract of each narriage

...................................................... $ 200,
4H-(45) Mnor or nentally ill person, etc., disposal of estate

under ten thousand dollars of

...................................................... $1000;
48)(46) Mortgage or nortgage and repair or inprove rea

estate, petition to

...................................................... $ 20 00;

49)-(47) New y di scovered assets, report of
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...................................................... $ 100,
£56)(48) Nonresident executor or adm nistrator to bar

creditors' clains, proceedings by

...................................................... $ 20 00;
51-(49) Power of attorney or revocation of power, bonding

conpany

...................................................... $ 1000,
523(50) Presunption of death, petition to establish

...................................................... $ 2000,
53)(51) Probating wll

...................................................... $15-00;

Proof of notice to beneficiaries

...................................................... $ 500,
54)-(52) Purchase personal property, application of surviving

spouse to

...................................................... $10-00;
£55)3(53) Purchase real estate at apprai sed value, petition of

surviving spouse to

...................................................... $20-00;
£56)(54) Receipts in addition to advertising charges,

application and order to record

...................................................... $ 500,

Record of those receipts, additional, per page

...................................................... $ 100,
5A-(55) Record in excess of Hfteenhundred—words five pages

in any proceeding in the probate court, per page

...................................................... $ 100,
58)(56) Rel ease of estate by nortgagee or other |ienhol der

...................................................... $ 500,

59)(57) Relieving an estate from admnini stration under section
2113.03 of the Revised Code or granting an order for a
sumary rel ease from admini stration under section

2113. 031 of the Revi sed Code
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...................................................... $ 6000
£606)(58) Renpval of fiduciary, application for

...................................................... $10-00;
61)-(59) Requalification of executor or adm nistrator

...................................................... $10-00;
62)(60) Resignation of fiduciary

...................................................... $ 500,
63)(61) Sale bill, public sale of personal property

...................................................... $1000;
64)(62) Sale of personal property and report, application for

...................................................... $10-00;
65)(63) Sale of real estate, petition for

...................................................... $25-00;
(66)(64) Term nate guardi anshi p, petition application and entry

to

...................................................... $10-00;
6AH-(65) Transfer of real estate, application, entry, and

certificate for

...................................................... $ 700,
{68)(66) Uncl ai mred noney, application to invest

...................................................... $ 700,
69)>(67) Vacate approval of account or order of distribution,

notion to

...................................................... $10-00;
70)3(68) Wit of execution

...................................................... $ 500,
H-(69) Wit of possession

...................................................... $ 500,
2-(70) Wongful death, application and settlenent of claim

for

...................................................... $ 2000,

£3)3(71) Year's allowance, petition to review
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4(72) Quardian's report, filing and revi ew of 183
...................................................... $ 500 184
(B)(1) Inrelation to an application for the appoi ntnent of a 185
guardi an or the review of a report of a guardian under section 186
2111.49 of the Revised Code, the probate court, pursuant to court 187
order or in accordance with a court rule, may direct that the 188
applicant or the estate pay any or all of the expenses of an 189
i nvestigation conducted pursuant to section 2111.041 or division 190
(A)(2) of section 2111.49 of the Revised Code. If the 191
i nvestigation is conducted by a public enployee or investigator 192
who is paid by the county, the fees for the investigation shall be 193
paid into the county treasury. If the court finds that an all eged 194
i nconpetent or a ward is indigent, the court may wai ve the costs, 195
fees, and expenses of an investigation. 196

(2) Inrelation to the appointnment or functioning of a 197
guardi an for a minor or the guardi anship of a nminor, the probate 198
court may direct that the applicant or the estate pay any or all 199
of the expenses of an investigation conducted pursuant to section 200
2111.042 of the Revised Code. If the investigation is conducted by 201
a public enployee or investigator who is paid by the county, the 202
fees for the investigation shall be paid into the county treasury. 203
If the court finds that the guardian or applicant is indigent, the 204
court may waive the costs, fees, and expenses of an investigation. 205

(C Fhirty Fifteen dollars of the fee collected pursuant to 206
division (A)(29) of this section, fifty dollars of the 207
thirty-five-dollar fee collected pursuant to division (A 4-(33) 208
of this section__ten dollars of the fee collected pursuant to 209
division (A)(44) of this section, and twenty thirty dollars of the 210
stxty—doeHar fee collected pursuant to division (A 9(57) of 211
this section shall be deposited by the county treasurer in the 212
i ndi gent guardi anship fund created pursuant to section 2111.51 of 213

t he Revi sed Code. 214
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(D) The fees of witnesses, jurors, sheriffs, coroners, and
const abl es for services rendered in the probate court or by order
of the probate judge shall be the sanme as provided for |ike

services in the court of comon pl eas.

(E) The probate court, by rule, may require an advance
deposit for costs, not to exceed ene two hundred twepty-—five fifty

dollars plus the cost of publication, at the time application is

made for an appoi ntnent as executor or administrator or at the

time awill is presented for probate.

(F) The probate court, by rule, shall establish a reasonable
fee, not to exceed fifty dollars, for the filing of a petition for
the rel ease of information regardi ng an adopted person's nanme by
birth and the identity of the adopted person's biol ogical parents
and bi ol ogical siblings pursuant to section 3107.41 of the Revised
Code, all proceedings relative to the petition, the entry of an
order relative to the petition, and all services required to be
perfornmed in connection with the petition. The probate court my
use a reasonable portion of a fee charged under authority of this
di vision to rei nburse any agency, as defined in section 3107.39 of
the Revised Code, for any services it renders in performng a task
described in section 3107.41 of the Revised Code relative to or in

connection with the petition for which the fee was charged.

(G (1) Thirty dollars of the f£ifty-dellar fee collected
pursuant to division (A)3)(2) of this section shall be deposited

into the "putative father registry fund,"” which is hereby created
in the state treasury. The departnment of job and family services
shall use the nmoney in the fund to fund the departnent's costs of
performng its duties related to the putative father registry
establ i shed under section 3107.062 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the departnment deternines that noney in the putative
father registry fund is nore than is needed for its duties related

to the putative father registry, the departnent may use the
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surplus noneys in the fund as pernmtted in division (C of section
2151. 3529, division (B) of section 2151.3530, or section 5103. 155
of the Revised Code.

Sec. 2101.162. (A)(1) The probate judge nay deternine that,
for the efficient operation of the probate court, additional funds
are required to conputerize the court, make avail abl e conputerized
| egal research services, or to do both. Upon neking a
determ nation that additional funds are required for either or
bot h of those purposes, the probate judge shall charge a fee not
to exceed three five dollars or authorize and direct a deputy
clerk of his the probate court to charge a fee not to exceed three
five dollars, in addition to the fees speeifiedin charged under
divisions (A) (1), (2). (3), 4—F6H(5), 4)-(13) to (+AH(16),
20)(19) to 25)(24), 2H(26), 36)(29) to 321(31), (33). (34),
359—+3A(36) to {48)(46), (50)(48) to {55-(53), (57) to (59) te,

(61) —(63)to{66)—(69)> to (64). (67), and +2+(70) of section
2101.16 of the Revised Code, the fee adopted pursuant to division

(F) of that section, and the fee charged in connection with the

docketing and indexi ng of an appeal .

(2) Al noneys collected under division (A)(1) of this
section shall be paid to the county treasurer. The treasurer shal
pl ace the noneys fromthe fees in a separate fund to be di sbursed,
upon an order of the probate judge, in an anount no greater than
the actual cost to the court of procuring and mnai ntai ning
computeri zation of the court, conputerized |egal research

servi ces, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund
described in division (A)(2) of this section are nore than
sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee
described in division (A)(1) of this section was inposed, the

court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those surpl us
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funds for other appropriate technol ogi cal expenses of the court.

(B)(1) The probate judge nay deternmine that, for the

efficient operation of his the probate court, additional funds are

required to conputerize the office of the clerk of the court and,
upon that determnination, may charge a fee, not to exceed ten
fifteen dollars, or authorize and direct a deputy clerk of the
probate court to charge a fee, not to exceed ten fifteen doll ars,
in addition to the fees speecified—in charged under divisions

(A (1), (2. (3), H—F6+5), F4H(13) to (FAH(16), 264(19) to
253 (24), 2H(26), 36)(29) to 32(31), (33), (34), 35+
37-(36) to {48)(46), 56)(48) to 551(53), (57) to (59) te._ (61)+
63)te(66)—69)> to (64)., (67), and #2)}(70) of section 2101. 16

of the Revised Code, the fee adopted pursuant to division (F) of

that section, and the fee charged in connection with the docketing
and i ndexi ng of an appeal. Subject to division (B)(2) of this
section, all noneys collected under this division shall be paid to
the county treasurer to be disbursed, upon an order of the probate
j udge and subject to appropriation by the board of county

commi ssioners, in an anount no greater than the actual cost to the
probate court of procuring and maintaining conputer systens for

the office of the clerk of the court.

(2) If the probate judge nakes the determ nati on described in
division (B)(1) of this section, the board of county conmm ssioners
nmay issue one or nore general obligation bonds for the purpose of
procuring and mai ntaining the conputer systens for the office of
the clerk of the probate court. In addition to the purposes stated
in division (B)(1) of this section for which the noneys collected
under that division nmay be expended, the noneys additionally may
be expended to pay debt charges on and financing costs related to
any general obligation bonds issued pursuant to this division as
they becone due. General obligation bonds issued pursuant to this

di vision are Chapter 133. securities.
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Sec. 2101.17. The fees enunerated in this section shall be
paid to the probate court fromthe county treasury upon the
warrant of the county auditor which shall issue upon the
certificate of the probate judge and shall be in full for al
services rendered in the respective proceedi ngs as foll ows:

(A For each hearing to determne if a person is

a mentally ill individual subject to
hospitalization when the person is comitted

to a state hospital or to relatives

............................................. $ 1206
40. 00;
(B) When the person is di scharged
............................................. +06
25. 00;
(O For order of return of a nmentally ill person
to a state hospital or renoval therefrom
............................................. 206
10. 00;
(D) For proceedings for conmmtting a person to
an institution for the nentally retarded
............................................. 1606
35. 00;
(B For habeas corpus proceedi ngs when a person
is confined under col or of proceedings in a
crimnal case and is discharged
............................................. 1606
35. 00;

(P When acting as a juvenile judge, for each
case filed agai nst a deHngueney delinguent,
dependent, unruly, or neglected child, or a

juvenile traffic offender
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20. 00;

(G For proceedings to take a child from parents 327
or other persons having control thereof
............................................. 506 328

20. 00.

Sec. 2111.51. Each county shall establish in the county 329
treasury an indi gent guardianship fund. Al revenue that the 330
general assenbly appropriates to the indigent guardi anship fund 331
for a county, thirty fifteen dollars of the fee collected pursuant 332
to division (A)(29) of section 2101.16 of the Revised Code, fifty 333
doll ars of the thirty-five-dollar fee collected pursuant to 334
division (A)34)-(33) of that section 2104i-16of the RevisedCode, 335
ten dollars of the fee collected pursuant to division (A)(44) of 336
that section, and twenty thirty dollars of the sixty—doHar fee 337
col l ected pursuant to division (A 699--(57) of that section shall 338
be deposited into the fund that is established in that county. 339
Expenditures fromthe fund shall be nade only upon order of the 340
probate judge and only for paynment of any cost, fee, charge, or 341
expense associated with the establishnment, opening, maintenance, 342
or term nation of a guardianship for an indigent ward. 343

344

If a probate court determines that there are reasonably 345
sufficient funds in the indigent guardianship fund of the county 346
in which the court is located to neet the needs of indigent 347
guardi anships in that county, the court, by order, may declare a 348
surplus in the indigent guardianship fund and expend the surplus 349
funds for other guardi anship expenses or for other court purposes. 350

Sec. 2113.031. (A) As used in this section: 351

(1) "Financial institution" has the sane neaning as in 352
section 5725.01 of the Revised Code. "Financial institution" also 353

includes a credit union and a fiduciary that is not a trust 354
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conmpany but that does trust business.

(2) "Funeral and burial expenses" neans whi chever of the

foll owi ng applies:

(a) The funeral and burial expenses of the decedent that are

included in the bill of a funeral director;

(b) The funeral expenses of the decedent that are not
included in the bill of a funeral director and that have been

approved by the probate court;

(c) The funeral and burial expenses of the decedent that are

described in divisions (A (2)(a) and (b) of this section.
(3) "Surviving spouse" neans either of the follow ng:

(a) The surviving spouse of a decedent who died | eaving the

surviving spouse and no m nor children

(b) The surviving spouse of a decedent who died | eaving the
surviving spouse and minor children, all of whomare children of

the decedent and the surviving spouse.

(B)(1) If the value of the assets of the decedent's estate
does not exceed the | esser of five thousand dollars or the anobunt
of the decedent's funeral and burial expenses, any person who is
not a surviving spouse and who has paid or is obligated in witing
to pay the decedent's funeral and burial expenses, including a
person described in section 2108.89 of the Revised Code, nmay apply
to the probate court for an order granting a sunmary rel ease from

adm ni stration in accordance with this section

(2) If either of the follow ng applies, the decedent's
surviving spouse rmay apply to the probate court for an order
granting a summary rel ease fromadministration in accordance with

this section:

(a) The decedent's funeral and burial expenses have been

prepai d, and the val ue of the assets of the decedent's estate does
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not exceed the total of the followi ng itens:

(i) The allowance for support that is nade under division (A
of section 2106.13 of the Revised Code to the surviving spouse
and, if applicable, to the decedent's mnor children and that is
di stributable in accordance with division (B)(1) or (2) of that

secti on;

(i1) An armount, not exceeding five thousand dollars, for the
decedent's funeral and burial expenses referred to in division
(A)(2)(c) of this section

(b) The decedent's funeral and burial expenses have not been
prepai d, the decedent's surviving spouse has paid or is obligated
inwiting to pay the decedent's funeral and burial expenses, and
the value of the assets of the decedent's estate does not exceed
the total of the itens referred to in divisions (B)(2)(a)(i) and

(ii) of this section

(C A probate court shall order a sunmary rel ease from
adm ni stration in connection with a decedent's estate only if the

court finds that all of the followi ng are satisfied:

(1) A person described in division (B)(1) of this section is
the applicant for a summary rel ease fromadm nistration, and the
val ue of the assets of the decedent's estate does not exceed the
| esser of five thousand dollars or the ambunt of the decedent's
funeral and burial expenses, or the applicant for a summary
rel ease fromadninistration is the decedent's surviving spouse,
and the circunstances described in division (B)(2)(a) or (b) of

this section apply.

(2) The application for a summary rel ease from adm ni stration

does all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Describes all assets of the decedent's estate that are

known to the applicant;
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(b) I's inthe formthat the suprene court prescribes pursuant
to its powers of superintendence under Section 5 of Article 1V,
Ohio Constitution, and is consistent with the requirenments of this
di vi si on;

(c) Has been signed and acknowl edged by the applicant in the
presence of a notary public or a deputy clerk of the probate

court;

(d) Sets forth the following information if the decedent's

estate includes a described type of asset:

(i) If the decedent's estate includes a notor vehicle, the
not or vehicle's year, make, nodel, body type, manufacturer's
vehicle identification nunber, certificate of title nunber, and

date of death val ue;

(ii) If the decedent's estate includes an account nmi ntained
by a financial institution, that institution's nanme and the

account's conpl ete identifying nunber and date of death bal ance;

(iii) If the decedent's estate includes one or nore shares of
stock or bonds, the total nunber of the shares and bonds and their
total date of death value and, for each share or bond, its seria
nunber, the nane of its issuer, its date of death value, and, if

any, the nane and address of its transfer agent.

(3) The application for a sunmmary rel ease from adnini stration

is acconpani ed by all of the followi ng that apply:

(a) Areceipt, contract, witten declaration as defined in
section 2108.70 of the Revised Code, or other docunent that
confirnms the applicant's paynment or obligation to pay the
decedent's funeral and burial expenses or, if applicable in the
case of the decedent's surviving spouse, the prepaynent of the

decedent's funeral and burial expenses;

(b) An application for a certificate of transfer as described
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in section 2113.61 of the Revised Code, if an interest in rea

property is included in the assets of the decedent's estate;

(c) The fee required by division (A){59-(57) of section
2101. 16 of the Revised Code.

(4) At the tinme of its determination on the application
there are no pendi ng proceedings for the adninistration of the
decedent's estate and no pendi ng proceedings for relief of the
decedent's estate from adm nistration under section 2113.03 of the
Revi sed Code.

(5) At the time of its deternmination on the application
there are no known assets of the decedent's estate other than the

assets described in the application.

(D) If the probate court determ nes that the requirenents of
division (C of this section are satisfied, the probate court
shall issue an order that grants a sunmary rel ease from
adm ni stration in connection with the decedent's estate. The order

has, and shall specify that it has, all of the follow ng effects:
(1) It relieves the decedent's estate from adm ni stration

(2) It directs the delivery to the applicant of the

decedent's personal property together with the title to that
property.

(3) It directs the transfer to the applicant of the title to

any interests in real property included in the decedent's estate.

(4) It elimnates the need for a financial institution,
corporation, or other entity or person referred to in any
provi sion of divisions (A) to (F) of section 5731.39 of the
Revi sed Code to obtain, as otherw se would be required by any of
those divisions, the witten consent of the tax comm ssioner prior
to the delivery, transfer, or paynent to the applicant of an asset

of the decedent's estate.
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(E) Acertified copy of an order that grants a summary
rel ease fromadmn nistration together with a certified copy of the
application for that order constitutes sufficient authority for a
financial institution, corporation, or other entity or person
referred to in divisions (A) to (F) of section 5731.39 of the
Revi sed Code or for a clerk of a court of common pleas to transfer
title to an asset of the decedent's estate to the applicant for

the summary rel ease from adm nistration

(F) This section does not affect the ability of qualified
persons to file an application to relieve an estate from
admi ni stration under section 2113.03 of the Revised Code or to
file an application for the grant of letters testanentary or
letters of administration in connection with the decedent's

est at e.

Sec. 2303.201. (A)(1) The court of common pleas of any county
may determine that for the efficient operation of the court
additional funds are required to conputerize the court, to nake
avai |l abl e conputerized | egal research services, or to do both.
Upon nmaking a deternination that additional funds are required for
either or both of those purposes, the court shall authorize and
direct the clerk of the court of common pleas to charge one
additional fee, not to exceed three dollars, on the filing of each
cause of action or appeal under divisions (A, (Q, and (U of
section 2303.20 of the Revised Code.

(2) Al fees collected under division (A) (1) of this section
shall be paid to the county treasurer. The treasurer shall place
the funds fromthe fees in a separate fund to be disbursed, upon
an order of the court, in an anmount not greater than the actua
cost to the court of procuring and maintaining conputerizati on of

the court, conputerized | egal research services, or both.

(3) If the court determines that the funds in the fund
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described in division (A)(2) of this section are nore than
sufficient to satisfy the purpose for which the additional fee
described in division (A)(1) of this section was inposed, the
court may declare a surplus in the fund and expend those surplus

funds for other appropriate technol ogi cal expenses of the court.

(B)(1) The court of common pleas of any county may determ ne
that, for the efficient operation of the court, additional funds
are required to conputerize the office of the clerk of the court
of comon pleas and, upon that determnination, authorize and direct
the clerk of the court of conmon pleas to charge an additional
fee, not to exceed ten dollars, on the filing of each cause of
action or appeal, on the filing, docketing, and endorsing of each
certificate of judgnent, or on the docketing and indexing of each
aid in execution or petition to vacate, revive, or nodify a
j udgnment under divisions (A, (P), (Q, (T), and (U of section
2303. 20 of the Revised Code. Subject to division (B)(2) of this
section, all noneys collected under division (B)(1) of this
section shall be paid to the county treasurer to be disbhursed,
upon an order of the court of common pleas and subject to
appropriation by the board of county comn ssioners, in an anpunt
no greater than the actual cost to the court of procuring and
mai nt ai ni ng conputer systens for the office of the clerk of the

court of comon pl eas.

(2) If the court of comon pleas of a county makes the
determ nation described in division (B)(1) of this section, the
board of county commi ssioners of that county may issue one or nore
general obligation bonds for the purpose of procuring and
mai ntai ni ng the conputer systens for the office of the clerk of
the court of conmon pleas. In addition to the purposes stated in
division (B)(1) of this section for which the noneys collected
under that division may be expended, the noneys additionally may

be expended to pay debt charges on and financing costs related to
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any general obligation bonds issued pursuant to division (B)(2) of
this section as they becone due. General obligation bonds issued
pursuant to division (B)(2) of this section are Chapter 133.

securities.

(C© The court of conmon pleas shall collect the sum of
twenty-six dollars as additional filing fees in each new civi
action or proceeding for the charitable public purpose of
providing financial assistance to legal aid societies that operate
within the state and to support the office of the state public
def ender. This division does not apply to proceedi hgs concerning
annul ments, dissolutions of marriage, divorces, |egal separation
spousal support, marital property or separate property
di stribution, support, or other donestic relations matters; to a
juvenile division of a court of common pleas; to a probate
di vision of a court of commobn pl eas, except that the additional
filing fees shall apply to nanme change, guardi anshi p, adoption

and full administration of decedents' estate proceedings; or to an

execution on a judgnment, proceeding in aid of execution, or other
post -j udgnment proceeding arising out of a civil action. The filing
fees required to be collected under this division shall be in
addition to any other filing fees inposed in the action or
proceedi ng and shall be collected at the tinme of the filing of the
action or proceeding. The court shall not waive the paynent of the
additional filing fees in a new civil action or proceedi ng unl ess
the court waives the advanced paynent of all filing fees in the
action or proceeding. Al such noneys collected during a nonth
shall be transnmitted on or before the twentieth day of the
following nonth by the clerk of the court to the treasurer of
state in a manner prescribed by the treasurer of state or by the
Ohi o | egal assistance foundation. The treasurer of state shal
deposit four per cent of the funds collected under this division
to the credit of the civil case filing fee fund established under

section 120.07 of the Revised Code and ninety-six per cent of the
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funds collected under this division to the credit of the legal aid
fund established under section 120.52 of the Revised Code.

The court may retain up to one per cent of the noneys it
collects under this division to cover administrative costs,
including the hiring of any additional personnel necessary to

i mpl ement this division.

(D) On and after the thirtieth day after Decenber 9, 1994,
the court of conmon pleas shall collect the sumof thirty-two
dollars as additional filing fees in each new action or proceeding
for annul nent, divorce, or dissolution of marriage for the purpose
of funding shelters for victinms of donestic violence pursuant to
sections 3113.35 to 3113.39 of the Revised Code. The filing fees
required to be collected under this division shall be in addition
to any other filing fees inposed in the action or proceedi ng and
shall be collected at the tine of the filing of the action or
proceedi ng. The court shall not waive the paynent of the
additional filing fees in a new action or proceeding for
annul ment, divorce, or dissolution of marriage unless the court
wai ves t he advanced paynment of all filing fees in the action or
proceedi ng. On or before the twentieth day of each nonth, al
noneys collected during the i medi ately precedi ng nont h pursuant
to this division shall be deposited by the clerk of the court into
the county treasury in the special fund used for deposit of
additional marriage license fees as described in section 3113. 34
of the Revised Code. Upon their deposit into the fund, the nobneys
shall be retained in the fund and expended only as described in
section 3113. 34 of the Revised Code.

(BE)(1) The court of common pleas nay determne that, for the
efficient operation of the court, additional funds are necessary
to acquire and pay for special projects of the court, including,
but not limted to, the acquisition of additional facilities or

the rehabilitation of existing facilities, the acquisition of
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equi prent, the hiring and training of staff, comunity service
prograns, nediation or dispute resolution services, the enpl oynent
of magi strates, the training and education of judges, acting

j udges, and magi strates, and other rel ated services. Upon that
determ nation, the court by rule nay charge a fee, in addition to
all other court costs, on the filing of each crininal cause, civil

action or proceeding, or judgnent by confession.

If the court of commobn pleas offers a special program or
service in cases of a specific type, the court by rule nmay assess
an additional charge in a case of that type, over and above court
costs, to cover the special programor service. The court shal
adj ust the special assessnent periodically, but not retroactively,
so that the anobunt assessed in those cases does not exceed the

actual cost of providing the service or program

Al'l noneys coll ected under division (E) of this section shal
be paid to the county treasurer for deposit into either a genera
special projects fund or a fund established for a specific special
project. Mneys froma fund of that nature shall be di sbursed upon
an order of the court in an anpbunt no greater than the actual cost
to the court of a project. If a specific fund is term nated
because of the discontinuance of a program or service established
under division (E) of this section, the court may order that
noneys remai ning in the fund be transferred to an account

establ i shed under this division for a sinilar purpose.
(2) As used in division (E) of this section:

(a) "Crimnal cause" neans a charge alleging the violation of
a statute or ordinance, or subsection of a statute or ordinance,
that requires a separate finding of fact or a separate plea before
di sposition and of which the defendant may be found guilty,
whether filed as part of a multiple charge on a single sumons,
citation, or conplaint or as a separate charge on a single

sumons, citation, or conplaint. "Crinminal cause" does not include
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separate violations of the sanme statute or ordi nance, or
subsection of the sane statute or ordinance, unless each charge is

filed on a separate summons, citation, or conplaint.

(b) "Gvil action or proceeding" neans any civil litigation

that nust be determ ned by judgnment entry.

Section 2. That existing sections 2101.16, 2101.162, 2101.17,
2111.51, 2113.031, and 2303. 201 of the Revised Code are hereby

repeal ed.

Section 3. Until a probate court adopts a rule establishing
fees pursuant to division (A of section 2101.16 of the Revised
Code as anended by this act, the fees set forth in that division
as it existed on the effective date of this act shall remain in

ef fect.
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