As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 612
2007-2008

Representative Fessler

A BILL

To create the Local Farming Task Force to devel op
recommendati ons of policies and funding that are

necessary to encourage local farming in GChio.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:
Section 1. (A There is hereby created the Local Farm ng Task
Force consisting of the foll owi ng seventeen nenbers:
(1) The Director of Agriculture or the Director's designee;
(2) The Director of Commerce or the Director's designee;

(3) One nenber representing organic dairy farming, appointed

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(4) One nenber representing organic vegetable farm ng

appoi nted by the President of the Senate;

(5) One nenber representing organic grain farmng, appointed

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(6) One nenber representing organic cattle farm ng, appointed

by the President of the Senate;

(7) Two nenbers representing the organic processing industry,
one nenber appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and one nenber appointed by the President of the

Senat €;
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(8) One nenber representing organic food distributors and one
menber representing nonorgani c food distributors, both nenbers

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(9) One nenber representing food retailers in the state,

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(10) One nenber representing consunmers, appointed by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(11) Two nenbers representing farm organi zations in the
state, one nenber appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and one nenber appointed by the President of the

Senat €;

(12) One nenber representing The Chio State University
Ext ensi on, appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Represent ati ves;

(13) Two nenbers representing different nunicipa
corporations in the state, one nenber appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and one nenber appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate;

(14) One nenber who specializes in the preparation and
cooking of locally grown organic food, appointed by the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives.

(B) Appointnments to the Task Force shall be nade not |ater
than thirty days after the effective date of this act. The nenbers
of the Task Force shall elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson

fromanong its nenbers.

The nenbers of the Task Force shall serve wi thout
compensation. Serving as a nenber of the Task Force does not
constitute holding a public office or position of enploynent under
the laws of this state and does not constitute grounds for renova

of public officers or enployees fromtheir offices or positions of
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enpl oynent .

The Task Force shall neet as often as necessary to carry out
its duties and responsibilities. The Departnment of Agriculture

shal | provide technical assistance to the Task Force.

(C© The Task Force shall study issues related to | oca
farmng in this state in order to reconmend policies and funding

that are necessary to encourage local farmng in this state.

Not | ater than one hundred eighty days after the appointnent
of the menbers, the Task Force shall prepare and submt a report
of its findings and recomendati ons to the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves and the President of the Senate. On submi ssion of

the report, the Task Force shall cease to exist.
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