As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session S.B. No. 111
2007-2008

Senator Boccieri

Cosponsors: Senators Miller, D., Cafaro, Padgett

A BILL

To anend section 174.03 of the Revised Code to
require the Chi o Housing Finance Agency to devel op
and i npl ement a programto provide housing for
| owi ncone grandparents who are guardi ans of a
grandchil d, have |egal custody of a grandchild, or
adopt a grandchild after a parent's rights are

term nat ed

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 174.03 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 174.03. (A) The departnent of devel opnent and the Ohio
housi ng fi nance agency shall each devel op progranms under which, in
accordance with rul es adopted under this section, they may nake
grants, |oans, |oan guarantees, and | oan subsidies to counties,
muni ci pal corporations, townships, |ocal housing authorities, and
nonprofit organi zations and may nmake | oans, |oan guarantees, and
| oan subsidies to private devel opers and private | enders to assi st
in activities that provide housing and housi ng assi stance for
specifically targeted | ow and noderate-incone famlies and

i ndi viduals. There is no m ni mum housi ng project size for awards
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under this division for any project that is developed for a
speci al needs popul ation and that is supported by a social service
agency where the housing project is |located. Activities for which
grants, |oans, |oan guarantees, and | oan subsidies nmay be made

under this section include all of the follow ng:

(1) Acquiring, financing, constructing, |easing,
rehabilitating, renodeling, inmproving, and equi pping publicly or

privately owned housi ng;

(2) Providing supportive services related to housing and the
honel ess, including housing counseling. Not nore than twenty per
cent of the current year appropriation authority for the | ow and
noder at e-i nconme housing trust fund that remains after the award of
funds made pursuant to divisions (A (1), (A(2), and (A)(3) of
section 174.02 of the Revised Code, shall be awarded in any fiscal

year for supportive services.

(3) Providing rental assistance payments or other project

operating subsidies that | ower tenant rents.

(B) Grants, |oans, |oan guarantees, and | oan subsidies may be
made to counties, municipal corporations, townships, and nonprofit
organi zations for the additional purposes of providing technical
assi stance, design and finance services and consultation, and
paynment of pre-devel opnent and administrative costs related to any

of the activities |isted above.

(O In devel opi ng prograns under this section, the departnent
and the agency shall invite, accept, and consider public coment,
and recommendati ons fromthe housing trust fund advi sory conmittee
created under section 174.06 of the Revised Code, on how the
prograns shoul d be designed to nost effectively benefit |ow and
noder ate-i ncone fam lies and individuals. The prograns devel oped
under this section shall respond collectively to housing and

housi ng assi stance needs of | ow and noderate-incone fanmlies and
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i ndi vi dual s st at ewi de.

(D) The departnent and the agency, in accordance with Chapter
119. of the Revised Code, shall each adopt rules to adm nister
prograns devel oped under this section. The rules shall prescribe
procedures and forms that counties, mnunicipal corporations,
t ownshi ps, |ocal housing authorities, and nonprofit organizations
shal |l use in applying for grants, |oans, |oan guarantees, and |oan
subsidies and that private devel opers and private | enders shal
use in applying for |oans, |oan guarantees, and | oan subsi di es;
eligibility criteria for the receipt of funds; procedures for
reviewi ng and granting or denying applications; procedures for
payi ng out funds; conditions on the use of funds; procedures for
nonitoring the use of funds; and procedures under which a
reci pient shall be required to repay funds that are inproperly

used. The rules shall do both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Require each recipient of a grant or |oan nade fromthe
| ow and noderat e-i ncome housing trust fund for activities that
provide, or assist in providing, a rental housing project, to
reasonably ensure that the rental housing project will remain
affordable to those fam lies and individuals targeted for the
rental housing project for the useful life of the rental housing

project or for thirty years, whichever is |onger;

(2) Require each recipient of a grant or |oan nade fromthe
| ow and noderat e-i ncome housing trust fund for activities that
provide, or assist in providing, a housing project to prepare and
i mpl emrent a plan to reasonably assist any fam lies and individuals
di spl aced by the housing project in obtaining decent affordable

housi ng.

(E) In prescribing eligibility criteria and conditions for
the use of funds, neither the departnment nor the agency is linmted
to the criteria and conditions specified in this section and each

may prescribe additional eligibility criteria and conditions that
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relate to the purposes for which grants, |oans, |oan guarantees,
and | oan subsidies may be made. However, the departnment and agency
are limted by the followi ng specifically targeted | ow and

noder at e-i nconme gui del i nes:

(1) Not less than seventy-five per cent of the noney granted
and | oaned under this section in any fiscal year shall be for
activities that provide affordabl e housi ng and housi ng assi stance
to famlies and individuals whose incones are equal to or |ess
than fifty per cent of the nmedian inconme for the county in which
they live, as determ ned by the departnment under section 174.04 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(2) Any noney granted and | oaned under this section in any
fiscal year that is not granted or |oaned pursuant to division
(E)(1) of this section shall be for activities that provide
af f or dabl e housi ng and housi ng assistance to famlies and
i ndi vi dual s whose incones are equal to or |ess than eighty per
cent of the nedian income for the county in which they live, as
determ ned by the departnment under section 174.04 of the Revised
Code.

(F) I'n making grants, |oans, |oan guarantees, and | oan
subsi di es under this section, the departnment and the agency shal
give preference to viable projects and activities that benefit
those famlies and individuals whose i ncones are equal to or |ess
than thirty-five per cent of the median inconme for the county in
which they live, as determ ned by the departnment under section
174. 04 of the Revi sed Code.

(G The departnent and the agency shall nonitor the prograns
devel oped under this section to ensure that noney granted and
| oaned under this section is not used in a manner that violates
division (H) of section 4112.02 of the Revised Code or

di scrim nates against famlies with children
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(H (1) The Ghio housing finance agency shall devel op and

i npl enent _a programto provide housing for | owincone grandparents

and their mnor grandchildren. The housing shall be located in

conpl exes in which occupancy is limted to grandparents who neet

one of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Is a guardian for a grandchild as defined in division
(A (16) of section 2151.011 of the Revi sed Code;:

(b) Has | egal custody of a grandchild as defined in division
(A) (19) of section 2151.011 of the Revised Code:

(c) Has adopted a grandchild after a parent's rights have

been term nat ed.

(2) For the purpose of this division, "grandparent” neans a

parent of a child's parent. a parent of a grandparent. and any

person the agency determ nes stands in the place of a grandparent.

Section 2. That existing section 174.03 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. The Chi o Housi ng Fi nance Agency shall inpl enent
t he housi ng program devel oped pursuant to division (H) of section
174. 03 of the Revised Code, as that section is anended by this
act, within two years followng the effective date of this section
to the extent that the agency has entered into contracts with

persons to provide the housing by that tine.
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