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A BILL

To amend sections 9.48, 125.04, 307.86, 505. 10,
505. 37, 505.376, 511.12, 515.01, 731.14, 971.07,
and 3313.46 and to enact section 307.862 of the
Revi sed Code to allow a county contracting
authority to use conpetitive seal ed proposal s
i nstead of conpetitive seal ed bi ddi ng when doi ng
so woul d be advantageous to the county, to nodify

provi si ons concerning a county contracting

authority's purchase of certain insurance policies
or health care plans, to extend the current county
and township joint purchasing authority to other
political subdivisions and exenpt county

partici pants from conpetitive bidding

requi renents, to authorize boards of education to
forgo the second newspaper publication of bid
advertisement in lieu of an internet web site
posting, and to change notice requirenents for

ot her | ocal governnment purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:
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As Reported by the House Local and Municipal Government and Urban
Revitalization Committee

Section 1. That sections 9.48, 125.04, 307.86, 505.10,
505. 37, 505.376, 511.12, 515.01, 731.14, 971.07, and 3313.46 be
amended and section 307.862 of the Revised Code be enacted to read

as follows:

Sec. 9.48. (A) As used in this section, "political

subdi vi sion"” has the sane nmeaning as in section 2744.01 of the

Revi sed Code and includes a county hospital as defined in section
339.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) A eeunty—eor—township political subdivision may do any of

the foll ow ng:

(1) Permit one or nore other eeuhties—er—townships politica

subdivisions to participate in contracts into which it has entered

for the acquisition of equipnent, materials, supplies, or

services, and nay charge such participati ng counties—or—townships

political subdivisions a reasonable fee to cover any additional

costs incurred as a result of their participation;

(2) Participate in a joint purchasing program operated by or

t hrough a national or state association of political subdivisions

in which the purchasi ng eeurty—er—tewaship political subdivision

is eligible for nmembership.

(3) Participate in contract offerings fromthe federal

governnent that are available to a eounrty—ortownship politica
subdi vision including, but not Iinmted to, contract offerings from

the general services admnistration.

BH(C) Acquisition by a eeunrty—or—toewaship politica

subdi vi si on of equi pnent, material, supplies, or services, through

participation in a contract of another eeurty—oer—towrship

political subdivision or participation in an association program

under division (AX(B)(1) or (2) of this section, is exenpt from

any conpetitive selection requirenents otherwi se required by | aw,
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if the contract in which it is participating was awarded pursuant
to a publicly solicited request for a proposal or a conpetitive
sel ection procedure of another political subdivision within this

state or in another state. Acquisition by a county—eortownship

political subdivision of equipnment, nmaterials, supplies, or

services pursuant to division (A-(B)(3) of this section is exenpt

fromany conpetitive selection requirenents otherw se required by

| aw. No eeunty—er—township political subdivision shall acquire

equi prment, materials, supplies, or services by participating in a

contract under this section if it has received bids for such
acqui sition, unless its participation enables it to nmake the
acqui sition upon the sanme terns, conditions, and specifications at

a | ower price.

£E-(D) A county—or—township political subdivision that is

eligible to participate in a joint purchasing program operated by

or through a national or state association of political

subdi vi sions in which the purchasi ng eeurty—oer—tewaship politica
subdivision is eligible for nmenbership may purchase supplies or

servi ces from another party, including another politica
subdi vi sion, instead of through participation in contracts

aut hori zed by division (A-(B)(2) of this section if the eceunty—or
tewnship political subdivision can purchase those supplies or

services fromthe other party upon equivalent terms, conditions,

and specifications but at a lower price than it can through those

contracts. Purchases that a eeunty—er—township political
subdi vi si on makes under this division are exenpt from any

conpetitive selection procedures otherw se required by law. A

county—ortownship political subdivision that makes any purchase

under this division shall naintain sufficient information

regardi ng the purchase to verify that thecountyor toewnship it

satisfied the conditions for making a purchase under this

division. Nothing in this division restricts any action taken by a

county—or—township political subdivision as authorized by division
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A-(B)(1) of this section.

(E) The authorization granted to a nunicipal corporation

under this section shall be in addition to, and not in derogation

of, the powers and authority granted by state law. the Ghio

Constitution. and the provisions of a nunicipal charter,

ordi nance, or resol ution

Sec. 125.04. (A) Except as provided in division (D) of this
section, the departnent of adm nistrative services shall determne
what supplies and services are purchased by or for state agencies.
Whenever the departnent of administrative services nakes any
change or addition to the lists of supplies and services that it
determ nes to purchase for state agencies, it shall provide a list
to the agencies of the changes or additions and indicate when the
departnent will be prepared to furnish each itemlisted. Except
for the requirenents of division (B) of section 125.11 of the
Revi sed Code, sections 125.04 to 125.08 and 125.09 to 125.15 of
the Revised Code do not apply to or affect the educational
institutions of the state. The departnment shall not include the
bureau of workers' conpensation in the lists of supplies,

equi prent, and servi ces purchased and furnished by the departnent.

Nothing in this division precludes the bureau fromentering
into a contract with the departnment for the departnment to perform
services relative to supplies, equipnment, and services contained

in this division for the bureau
(B)(1) As used in this division:

(a) "Energency nedi cal service organization" has the sane

nmeani ng as in section 4765.01 of the Revised Code.

(b) "Political subdivision" neans any county, township,

nmuni ci pal corporation, school district, conservancy district,
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township park district, park district created under Chapter 1545.
of the Revised Code, regional transit authority, regional airport
authority, regional water and sewer district, or port authority.
"Political subdivision" also includes any other political
subdi vi si on described in the Revised Code that has been approved
by the departnment to participate in the departnent's contracts

under this division.

(c) "Private fire conpany" has the sane neaning as in section
9. 60 of the Revised Code.

(2) Subject to division (C) of this section, the departnent
of admi nistrative services nay pernmit a political subdivision,
county board of elections, private fire conpany, or private,
nonprofit enmergency nedical service organization to participate in
contracts into which the departnent has entered for the purchase
of supplies and services. The departnment may charge the entity a
reasonabl e fee to cover the administrative costs the departnent
incurs as a result of participation by the entity in such a

pur chase contract.

A political subdivision desiring to participate in such
purchase contracts shall file with the departnment a certified copy
of an ordi nance or resolution of the legislative authority or
governing board of the political subdivision. The resol ution or
ordi nance shall request that the political subdivision be
aut hori zed to participate in such contracts and shall agree that
the political subdivision will be bound by such ternms and
conditions as the departnment prescribes and that it will directly
pay the vendor under each purchase contract. A board of elections
desiring to participate in such purchase contracts shall file with
the purchasing authority a witten request for inclusion in the
program A private fire conpany or private, nonprofit energency
nmedi cal service organi zation desiring to participate in such

purchase contracts shall file with the departnment a witten
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request for inclusion in the program signed by the chief officer
of the conpany or organi zation. A request for inclusion shal
i nclude an agreenent to be bound by such terns and conditions as
the departnment prescribes and to nmake direct paynents to the

vendor under each purchase contract.

The departnent shall include in its annual report an estimate
of the cost it incurs by permtting political subdivisions, county
boards of elections, private fire conpanies, and private,
nonprofit emergency nedical service organizations to participate
in contracts pursuant to this division. The departnment nay require
such entities to file a report with the departnment, as often as it
fi nds necessary, stating how many such contracts the entities
participated in wthin a specified period of time, and any ot her

i nformation the department requires.

(3) Purchases made by a political subdivision or a county
board of el ections under this division are exenpt from any
conmpetitive selection procedures otherwi se required by Iaw. No
political subdivision shall make any purchase under this division
when bi ds have been received for such purchase by the subdivision,
unl ess such purchase can be made upon the sane terns, conditions,

and specifications at a |ower price under this division.

(O A political subdivision as defined in division (B) of
this section or a county board of el ections may purchase supplies
or services fromanother party, including a political subdivision,
i nstead of through participation in contracts described in
division (B) of this section if the political subdivision or
county board of elections can purchase those supplies or services
fromthe other party upon equivalent terns, conditions, and
specifications but at a lower price than it can through those
contracts. Purchases that a political subdivision or county board
of el ections makes under this division are exenpt from any

conpetitive selection procedures otherw se required by law. A
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political subdivision or county board of elections that nmakes any
purchase under this division shall maintain sufficient information
regardi ng the purchase to verify that the political subdivision or
county board of elections satisfied the conditions for making a
purchase under this division. Nothing in this division restricts
any action taken by a county or township as authorized by division
A-(B) (1) of section 9.48 of the Revised Code.

(D) This section does not apply to supplies or services
required by the legislative or judicial branches, the capitol
square revi ew and advi sory board, the adjutant general, to
supplies or services purchased by a state agency directly as
provided in division (A) or (E) of section 125.05 of the Revised
Code, to purchases of supplies or services for the energency
managenent agency as provided in section 125.023 of the Revised
Code, or to purchases of supplies or services for the departnent
of rehabilitation and correction in its operation of the program
for the enploynment of prisoners established under section 5145.16
of the Revised Code that shall be made pursuant to rul es adopted
by the director of administrative services and the director of
rehabilitation and correction in accordance with Chapter 119. of
the Revised Code. The rules nmay provide for the exenption of the
program for the enploynent of prisoners fromthe requirenments of

division (A) of this section

Sec. 307.86. Anything to be purchased, |eased, |eased with an
option or agreenment to purchase, or constructed, including, but
not limted to, any product, structure, construction,
reconstruction, inprovenent, maintenance, repair, or service,
except the services of an accountant, architect, attorney at | aw,
physi ci an, professional engineer, construction project nanager,
consul tant, surveyor, or appraiser, by or on behalf of the county

or contracting authority, as defined in section 307.92 of the
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Revi sed Code, at a cost in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars,
except as otherw se provided in division (D) of section 713.23 and
in sections 9.48, 125.04, 125.60 to 125.6012, 307.022, 307.041,
307.861, 339.05, 340.03, 340.033, 4115.31 to 4115.35, 5119. 16,
5513. 01, 5543.19, 5713.01, and 6137.05 of the Revised Code, shal
be obtai ned through conpetitive bidding. However, conpetitive

bidding is not required when any of the follow ng applies:

(A) The board of county conm ssioners, by a unani nbus vote of
its nenbers, nmakes a deternmination that a real and present
energency exists, and that determnination and the reasons for it
are entered in the minutes of the proceedi ngs of the board, when

either of the follow ng applies:
(1) The estimated cost is less than fifty thousand doll ars.

(2) There is actual physical disaster to structures, radio

conmuni cati ons equi pnent, or conputers.

For purposes of this division, "unaninous vote" neans al
three nmenbers of a board of county conmi ssioners when all three
nmenbers are present, or two nenbers of the board if only two

menbers, constituting a quorum are present.

VWhenever a contract of purchase, |ease, or construction is
exenpted from conpetitive bidding under division (A)(1) of this
section because the estimated cost is less than fifty thousand
dollars, but the estimated cost is twenty-five thousand dollars or
nore, the county or contracting authority shall solicit infornal
estimates fromno fewer than three persons who could performthe
contract, before awarding the contract. Wth regard to each such
contract, the county or contracting authority shall maintain a
record of such estimtes, including the name of each person from
whom an estinate is solicited. The county or contracting authority
shall maintain the record for the longer of at |east one year

after the contract is awarded or the anpunt of tinme the federal
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gover nnent requires.

(B) (1) The purchase consists of supplies or a replacenent or
suppl emental part or parts for a product or equi prent owned or
| eased by the county, and the only source of supply for the

supplies, part, or parts is limted to a single supplier.

(2) The purchase consists of services related to information
technol ogy, such as progranm ng services, that are proprietary or

limted to a single source.

(© The purchase is fromthe federal governnent, the state,
anot her county or contracting authority of another county, or a

board of education, township, or rmnunicipal corporation.

(D) The purchase is made by a county departnment of job and
fam |y services under section 329.04 of the Revised Code and
consists of famly services duties or workforce devel opnent
activities or is nmade by a county board of nmental retardation and
devel oprmental disabilities under section 5126.05 of the Revised
Code and consists of program services, such as direct and
ancillary client services, child care, case managenment services,

residential services, and famly resource services.

(E) The purchase consists of crimnal justice services,
soci al services prograns, famly services, or workforce
devel oprment activities by the board of county conmi ssioners from
nonprofit corporations or associations under prograns funded by

the federal governnment or by state grants.

(F) The purchase consists of any form of an insurance policy
or contract authorized to be issued under Title XXXI X of the
Revi sed Code or any formof health care plan authorized to be

i ssued under Chapter 1751. of the Revised Code, or any combination

of such policies, contracts, e plans, or services that the
contracting authority is authorized to purchase, and the

contracting authority does all of the follow ng:
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(1) Determines that conpliance with the requirenments of this
section would increase, rather than decrease, the cost of the

pur chase;

(2) Enploys—aconpetentconsultantto-assistthe contracting
hor | . . . he | I
Lowest prices;-

3> Requests issuers of the policies, contracts, e+ plans, or

services to submit proposals to the contracting authority, in a
form prescribed by the contracting authority, setting forth the

coverage and cost of the policies, contracts, e+ plans, or

services as the contracting authority desires to purchase;

4)3(3) Negotiates with the issuers for the purpose of

purchasing the policies, contracts, e+ plans, or services at the

best and | owest price reasonably possible.

(G The purchase consists of conputer hardware, software, or
consulting services that are necessary to inplenment a conputerized
case managenent automation project adm nistered by the Ghio
prosecuting attorneys association and funded by a grant fromthe

federal governnent.

(H Child care services are purchased for provision to county

enpl oyees.

(1)(1) Property, including |and, buildings, and other real
property, is |leased for offices, storage, parking, or other

purposes, and all of the foll ow ng apply:

(a) The contracting authority is authorized by the Revised

Code to | ease the property.

(b) The contracting authority devel ops requests for proposals
for leasing the property, specifying the criteria that will be
considered prior to leasing the property, including the desired

si ze and geographic | ocation of the property.
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(c) The contracting authority receives responses from
prospective |lessors with property neeting the criteria specified
in the requests for proposals by giving notice in a manner
substantially simlar to the procedures established for giving

noti ce under section 307.87 of the Revi sed Code.

(d) The contracting authority negotiates with the prospective
| essors to obtain a | ease at the best and | owest price reasonably
possi bl e considering the fair market value of the property and any
rel ocati on and operational costs that nay be incurred during the

period the lease is in effect.

(2) The contracting authority nmay use the services of a rea
estate appraiser to obtain advice, consultations, or other
recommendati ons regarding the | ease of property under this
di vi si on.

(J) The purchase is made pursuant to section 5139.34 or
sections 5139.41 to 5139.46 of the Revised Code and is of prograns
or services that provide case managenent, treatnment, or prevention
services to any felony or m sdeneanant delinquent, unruly youth,
or status offender under the supervision of the juvenile court,
including, but not Iinmted to, community residential care, day
treatnent, services to children in their hone, or electronic

noni t ori ng.

(K) The purchase is made by a public children services agency
pursuant to section 307.92 or 5153.16 of the Revised Code and
consists of fam |y services, prograns, or ancillary services that
provi de case managenent, prevention, or treatnment services for
children at risk of being or alleged to be abused, neglected, or

dependent children

(L) The purchase is to obtain the services of emergency
medi cal service organi zations under a contract nade by the board

of county conmi ssioners pursuant to section 307.05 of the Revised
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Code with a joint enmergency nedical services district.

(M The county contracting authority deternines that the use

of conpetitive seal ed proposals woul d be advant ageous to the

county and the contracting authority conplies with section 307.862

of the Revi sed Code.

Any issuer of policies, contracts, e plans, or services

listed in division (F) of this section and any prospective | essor
under division (1) of this section may have the issuer's or
prospective | essor's nane and address, or the nanme and address of
an agent, placed on a special notification list to be kept by the
contracting authority, by sending the contracting authority that
nane and address. The contracting authority shall send notice to
all persons listed on the special notification list. Notices shal
state the deadline and place for submtting proposals. The
contracting authority shall mail the notices at |east six weeks
prior to the deadline set by the contracting authority for
subnitting proposals. Every five years the contracting authority
may review this list and renove any person fromthe list after

mai | i ng the person notification of that action.

Any contracting authority that negotiates a contract under
division (F) of this section shall request proposals and
renegotiate negotiate with issuers in accordance with that
division at |east every three years fromthe date of the signing

of such a contract, _unless the parties agree upon terns for

extensions or renewals of the contract. Such extension or renewal

periods shall not exceed six vears fromthe date the initial

contract is signed.

Any | | | i visi (Fy of thi

seet+en—and—any real estate apprai ser enployed pursuant to
division (1) of this section shall disclose any fees or

conmpensation received fromany source in connection with that

enpl oyment .
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Sec. 307.862. (A) Wien a county contracting authority uses

conpetitive seal ed proposals pursuant to section 307.86 of the

Revi sed Code, the county contracting authority shall do all of the

fol |l owi ng:

(1) Develop factors and criteria to evaluate each proposal

specify the relative inportance of each factor or criterion in

witing, and describe the eval uation procedures the contracting

authority shall foll ow when awardi ng a contract to an offeror

(2) Solicit conpetitive seal ed proposals through a reguest

for proposals:;

(3) Include, at a mininum all of the informtion described

in division (B) of this section in the request for proposals:

(4 Gve notice of the request for proposals in the sane

nmanner _that notice nust be qgiven for conpetitive biddi ng pursuant
to section 307.87 of the Revi sed Code;

(5) Open proposals that the contracting authority receives in

a manner that prevents the disclosure of contents of conpeting

offers to conpeting offerors:

(6) Rank each proposal using the factors and criteria the

contracting authority devel ops pursuant to division (A (1) of this

section;

(7) |If necessary, conduct discussions with offerors for the

pur pose of ensuring full understanding of, and responsiveness to,

the requirenents specified in the request for proposals, and

accord fair and eqgual treatnent with respect to any opportunity

for discussion with offerors to provide any clarification,

correction, or revision of proposals:;

(8) If the contracting authority determ nes that discussions

described in division (A (7) of this section are necessary, avoid

di sclosing any i nfornmation derived from proposals subnitted by
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conpeting offerors during those di scussions;

(9) Negotiate with the offeror who submts the proposal that

the contracting authority deternmnes is the npbst advantageous to

the county based on the rankings perfornmed by the contracting

authority pursuant to division (A (6) of this section and

i ncludi ng any adjustnent to those rankings based on di scussi ons

conduct ed pursuant to division (A (7) of this section;

(10) Conduct negotiations with only one offeror at a tine;

(11) Except as provided in division (F) of this section,

award a contract in accordance with division (E) of this section

(B) A contracting authority shall include, at a mninmum al

of the following information in the contracting authority's

request for proposals:

(1) The nane and address of the departnent, office,

institution, board, or connmission that is requesting to purchase

supplies, services, or both;

(2) Instructions for offerors to foll ow when subm tting

proposal s;

(3) Instructions governi ng conmuni cati ons between an offeror

and the contracting authority, including, but not linmted to, the

nane, title, and tel ephone nunber of the person to whom questions

concerning the request for proposals should be directed:

(4) A description of the scope of work that the contracting

authority requests an offeror to performor supplies the

contracting authority plans to purchase;

(5) To the extent possible. a description of the performance

criteria the contracting authority shall require an offeror to

satisfy, including but not limted to, the quantity of the

supplies, services, or both, to be purchased: the requirenents the

contracting authority shall follow for inspection and acceptance
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of the supplies, services, or both; and the delivery schedul e for

each such supply or service;

(6) The factors and criteria the contracting authority shall

consider in evaluating proposals received:

(7) Any terns _and conditions that the contracting authority

is required by law to include in the contract the contracting

authority awards, including any requirenent for a bond and the

amount required for that bond;

(8) The date and tine by which, and the place to which an

of feror nust deliver the offeror's proposal to the contracting

authority in order to be considered for the contract:

(9) Alist of any docunents that the contracting authority

i ncorporates by reference in the request for proposals, provided

that the contracting authority specifies in the request for

proposals that the docunents are readily available to all offerors

and the location where an offeror may obtain those docunents:;

(10) A statenent that includes all of the follow ng

i nformati on:

(a) That the contracting authority reserves the right to

reject any proposal in which the offeror takes exception to the

ternms _and conditions of the request for proposals; fails to neet

the terns_and conditions of the request for proposals., including

but not limted to, the standards, specifications, and

requi renents specified in the request for proposals; or submts

prices that the contracting authority considers to be excessive,

conpared to existing market conditions, or deternines exceed the

avail able funds of the contracting authority:

(b) That the contracting authority reserves the right to

reject, in whole or in part, any proposal that the county

contracting authority has determ ned, using the factors and

criteria the contracting authority devel ops pursuant to diVvision
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(A (1) of this section, would not be in the best interest of the

county:

(c) That the contracting authority nmay conduct di scussions

with offerors who submt proposals for the purpose of

clarifications or corrections regarding a proposal to ensure full

under st andi ng _of ., and responsi veness to, the requirenents

specified in the request for proposals.

(11) Informmtion concerning any potential partial or nultiple

party awards that the contracting authority may include in the

contract, and a description of the supplies, services, or both

that may be subject to a partial award or nultiple awards:

(12) Any additional information the contracting authority

considers necessary for its purposes in determning to whomto

award the contract.

(C) In order to ensure fair and inpartial eval uation,

proposal s and any docunents or other records related to a

subsequent negotiation for a final contract that would ot herw se

be avail able for public inspection and copyi ng under section

149. 43 of the Revised Code shall not be available until after the

award of the contract.

(D) An offeror may withdraw the offeror's proposal at any

tinme prior to the award of a contract. A contracting authority may

term nate negotiations with an offeror at any tine during the

negotiation process if the offeror fails to provide the necessary

information for negotiations in a tinely manner or fails to

negotiate in good faith. If the contracting authority term nates

negotiations with an offeror, the contracting authority shal

negotiate with the offeror whose proposal is ranked the next npst

advant ageous to the county according to the factors and criteria

devel oped pursuant to division (A (1) of this section.

(E) A county contracting authority nmay award a contract to
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the of feror whose proposal is determned to be the nost

advant ageous to the county, taking into consideration the

eval uation factors and criteria devel oped pursuant to division

(A) (1) of this section and set forth in the request for proposals.

A contracting authority may award a contract in whole or in part

to one or nore offerors. The contracting authority shall include a

witten statenent in the contract file stating the basis on which

the award i s nmade

The contracting authority shall send a witten notice to the

offeror to whomit wishes to award the contract and shall nake

that notice available to the public. Wthin a reasonable tine

period after the award is nmade, the contracting authority shal

notify all other offerors that the contract has been awarded to

anot her offeror.

(F) A contracting authority may cancel or reissue a request

for proposals if any of the foll owi ng apply:

(1) The supplies or services offered through all of the

proposals submitted to the contracting authority are not in

conpliance with the requirenents, specifications, and ternms and

conditions set forth in the request for proposals;

(2) The prices submtted by the offerors are excessive

conpared to existing narket conditions or exceed the avail abl e

funds of the contracting authority:

(3) The contracting authority deternines that award of a

contract would not be in the best interest of the county.

(G A county contracting authority shall not use conpetitive

seal ed proposals for contracts for construction, desiagn

denolition, alteration, repair, or reconstruction of a building,

hi ghway., drai nage system water system road, street, alley,

sewer, ditch, sewage disposal plant, waterworks, and all other

structures or works of any nature by a county contracting
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authority.

Sec. 505.10. (A) The board of township trustees nmay accept,
on behal f of the township, the donation by bequest, devise, deed
of gift, or otherw se, of any real or personal property for any
townshi p use. Wien the township has property, including notor
vehi cl es, road nachinery, equipnment, and tools, which the board,
by resolution, finds is not needed for public use, is obsolete, or
is unfit for the use for which it was acquired, the board may sel
and convey that property or otherw se dispose of it in accordance
with this section. Except as otherw se provided in sections
505. 08, 505.101, and 505.102 of the Revised Code, the sale or
ot her disposition of unneeded, obsolete, or unfit-for-use property

shall be made in accordance with one of the foll ow ng:

(1) If the fair market value of property to be sold is, in
the opinion of the board, in excess of two thousand five hundred
dollars, the sale shall be by public auction or by sealed bid to
the hi ghest bidder. The board shall publish notice of the tine,
pl ace, and manner of the sale once a week for three two weeks in a
newspaper published, or of general circulation, in the towship
the tast—of those publications to-beat teastHve daysbeltore the
date—of—sale~ and shall post a typewitten or printed notice of
the time, place, and manner of the sale in the office of the board

for at least ten days prior to the sale. The board may al so cause

notice to be inserted in trade papers or other publications

designated by it or to be distributed by el ectroni c neans,

including posting the notice on the board's internet web site. |f

the board posts the notice on its web site, it may elininate the

second notice otherwi se required to be published in a newspaper

publ i shed or of general circulation in the township, provided that

the first notice published in such newspaper neets all of the

follow ng requirenents:
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(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the sale of the

property.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing howthe notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

If the board conducts the sale of the property by seal ed bid,
the formof the bid shall be as prescribed by the board, and each
bid shall contain the nanme of the person submitting it. Bids
recei ved shall be opened and tabulated at the tinme stated in the
publ i shed and posted notices. The property shall be sold to the
hi ghest bi dder, except that the board nay reject all bids and hold
anot her sale, by public auction or sealed bid, in the manner

prescribed by this section.

(2) If the fair market value of property to be sold is, in
t he opinion of the board, two thousand five hundred dollars or

| ess, the board may do either of the foll ow ng:

(a) Sell the property by private sale, w thout advertisenent

or public notification

(b) Donate the property to an eligible nonprofit organization
that is located in this state and is exenpt fromfederal incone
taxation pursuant to 26 U S.C. 501(a) and (c)(3). Before donating
any property under this division, the board shall adopt a
resolution expressing its intent to nmake unneeded, obsolete, or
unfit-for-use township property avail able to these organi zations.
The resolution shall include guidelines and procedures the board
considers to be necessary to inplenent the donation program and
shal |l indicate whether the township will conduct the donation

program or the board will contract with a representative to
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conduct it. If a representative is known when the resolution is
adopted, the resolution shall provide contact information such as

the representative's name, address, and tel ephone nunber.

The resolution shall include within its procedures a
requi rement that any nonprofit organization desiring to obtain
donated property under this division shall submt a witten notice
to the board or its representative. The witten notice shal
i nclude evidence that the organization is a nonprofit organi zation
that is located in this state and is exenpt fromfederal incone
taxation pursuant to 26 U S.C. 501(a) and (c)(3); a description of
the organi zation's prinmary purpose; a description of the type or
types of property the organizati on needs; and the nanme, address,
and tel ephone nunber of a person designated by the organization's
governi ng board to receive donated property and to serve as its

agent .

After adoption of the resolution, the board shall publish, in
a newspaper of general circulation in the township, notice of its
intent to donate unneeded, obsolete, or unfit-for-use township
property to eligible nonprofit organizations. The notice shall
include a summary of the information provided in the resol ution
and shall be published at | east tw ce. Fhe—second—and—any
subseguent—Rotce—shatH—be published-net 1t ess—thartennor—nbre
thantwenty days—after the previods—notice— A simlar notice also
shall be posted continually in the board' s office—and—ifthe

i . . b oo he i 4 : hal ||
posted——continuallyat that web-site. The board nay al so cause

notice to be inserted in trade papers or other publications

designated by it or to be distributed by el ectroni c neans,

i ncl udi ng posting the notice on the board's internet web site. |f

the board posts the notice on its web site, it may elimnate the

second notice otherwi se required to be published in a newspaper of

general circulation in the township, provided that the first
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noti ce published in such newspaper neets all of the follow ng

requi renments

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the donation of

the property.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

The board or its representatives shall nmaintain a |ist of al
nonprofit organizations that notify the board or its
representative of their desire to obtain donated property under
this division and that the board or its representative determ nes
to be eligible, in accordance with the requirenents set forth in
this section and in the donation program s guidelines and

procedures, to receive donated property.

The board or its representative also shall nmaintain a Iist of
all township property the board finds to be unneeded, obsolete, or
unfit for use and to be available for donation under this
division. The list shall be posted continually in a conspicuous
location in the board's office, and, if the township nmaintains a
web site on the internet, the list shall be posted continually at
that web site. An item of property on the list shall be donated to
the eligible nonprofit organization that first declares to the
board or its representative its desire to obtain the item unless
the board previously has established, by resolution, a list of
eligible nonprofit organi zations that shall be given priority with
respect to the itenmis donation. Priority may be given on the basis
that the purposes of a nonprofit organi zati on have a direct

relationship to specific public purposes of prograns provided or
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adm ni stered by the board. A resolution giving priority to certain
nonprofit organi zations with respect to the donation of an item of
property shall specify the reasons why the organi zati ons are given

that priority.

(3) If the board finds, by resolution, that the township has
not or vehi cl es, road nachi nery, equi prment, or tools which are not
needed or are unfit for public use, and the board w shes to sel
the nmotor vehicles, road machi nery, equipnent, or tools to the
person or firmfromwhich it proposes to purchase other notor
vehi cl es, road nachi nery, equipnment, or tools, the board may offer
to sell the notor vehicles, road nmachi nery, equipnent, or tools to
that person or firm and to have the selling price credited to the
person or firm against the purchase price of other notor vehicles,

road machi nery, equi pnent, or tools.

(4) If the board advertises for bids for the sale of new

not or vehi cl es, road nachi nery, equipment, or tools to the
township, it may include in the sane advertisenment a notice of the
willingness of the board to accept bids for the purchase of

t ownshi p- owned notor vehicles, road nmachi nery, equiprment, or tools
whi ch are obsolete or not needed for public use, and to have the
anount of those bids subtracted fromthe selling price of the new
not or vehi cl es, road nachinery, equipnent, or tools, as a neans of

determ ning the | owest responsible bidder.

(5) When a township has title to real property, the board of
township trustees, by resolution, may authorize the transfer and
conveyance of that property to any other political subdivision of
the state upon such terns as are agreed to between the board and

the legislative authority of that political subdivision.

(6) When a township has title to real property and the board
of township trustees wi shes to sell or otherwi se transfer the
property, the board, upon a unaninmous vote of its nmenbers and by

resolution, may authorize the transfer and conveyance of that rea
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property to any person upon whatever terns are agreed to between

the board and that person.

(7) If the board of township trustees deternines that
townshi p personal property is not needed for public use, or is
obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired, and that

the property has no value, the board may discard or sal vage that
property.

(B) When the board has offered property at public auction
under this section and has not received an acceptable offer, the
board, by resolution, may enter into a contract, wthout
advertising or bidding, for the sale of that property. The
resolution shall specify a m ninmum acceptable price and the
m ni nrum acceptable ternms for the contract. The m ni num accept abl e
price shall not be lower than the mninmum price established for

the public auction.

(© Menbers of the board shall consult with the Chio ethics
conmmi ssion and conply with the provisions of Chapters 102. and
2921. of the Revised Code, with respect to any sale or donation
under division (A)(2) of this section to a nonprofit organization
of which a township trustee, any nenber of the township trustee's
fam |y, or any business associate of the township trustee is a

trustee, officer, board nenber, or enployee.

(D) Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in division (A
or (B) of this section and regardl ess of the property's value, the
board nmay sell personal property, including notor vehicles, road
machi nery, equi prment, tools, or supplies, which is not needed for
public use, is obsolete, or is unfit for the use for which it was
acquired, by internet auction. The board shall adopt, during each
cal endar year, a resolution expressing its intent to sell that
property by internet auction. The resolution shall include a
description of how the auctions will be conducted and shal

speci fy the nunmber of days for bidding on the property, which
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shall be no less than fifteen days, including Saturdays, Sundays,
and | egal holidays. The resolution shall indicate whether the
township will conduct the auction or the board will contract with
a representative to conduct the auction and shall establish the
general terns and conditions of sale. If a representative is known
when the resolution is adopted, the resolution shall provide
contact information such as the representative's nane, address,

and t el ephone nunber.

After adoption of the resolution, the board shall publish, in

a newspaper of general circulation in the township, notice of its
intent to sell unneeded, obsolete, or unfit-for-use township
personal property by internet auction. The notice shall include a
summary of the information provided in the resolution and shall be
publ i shed at | east tw ce. Fhe—secohd—and—any—subseqguent—notice
shatH-—be—publ-shed—not—tess—than—tea—nor—pore—than—twenty—days
after—the—previeus—noetiee— A similar notice also shall be posted
continually throughout the cal endar year in a conspicuous place in
the board's of fi ce;—and—ifthe townshipraintains—aweb-site on

he | 4 . hal || I . " I I
thecalendar—year—atthatweb site. The board may al so cause

notice to be inserted in trade papers or other publications

designated by it or to be distributed by el ectroni c neans,

i ncludi ng posting the notice on the board's internet web site. |f

the board posts the notice on its web site, it may elim nate the

second notice otherwi se required to be published in a newspaper of

general circulation in the township, provided that the first

notice published in such newspaper neets all of the follow ng

requirenents

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the internet

aucti on beqins.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.
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(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

When property is to be sold by internet auction, the board or
its representative may establish a mnimumprice that will be
accepted for specific itenms and may establish any other terns and
conditions for the particular sale, including requirenments for
pi ck-up or delivery, nethod of paynent, and sales tax. This type
of information shall be provided on the internet at the tinme of
the auction and nmay be provided before that time upon request
after the ternms and conditions have been deternined by the board

or its representative.

Sec. 505.37. (A The board of township trustees may establish
all necessary rules to guard agai nst the occurrence of fires and
to protect the property and |ives of the citizens agai nst danage
and accidents, and may, with the approval of the specifications by
the prosecuting attorney or, if the township has adopted linmited
horme rul e governnment under Chapter 504. of the Revised Code, with
t he approval of the specifications by the township's |aw director,
purchase, |ease, |lease with an option to purchase, or otherw se
provide any fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, or other
equi prent, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water supply
for fire-fighting purposes that seens advisable to the board. The
board shall provide for the care and mai ntenance of fire
equi prent, and, for these purposes, may purchase, |ease, |ease
with an option to purchase, or construct and maintain necessary
buil dings, and it nay establish and maintain lines of fire-alarm
comruni cations within the limts of the township. The board may
enpl oy one or nore persons to nmaintain and operate fire-fighting

equi pnment, or it may enter into an agreenment with a volunteer fire
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conmpany for the use and operation of fire-fighting equipnent. The
board nmay conpensate the nenbers of a volunteer fire conpany on

any basis and in any anmount that it considers equitable.

VWhen the estinmated cost to purchase fire apparatus,
mechani cal resuscitators, other equipnent, appliances, materials,
fire hydrants, buildings, or fire-alarm conmunications equi pnent
or services exceeds fifty thousand dollars, the contract shall be
| et by conpetitive bidding. Wien conpetitive bidding is required,

the board shall advertise once a week for not | ess than two nRer

rore—than—+our consecutive weeks in a newspaper of genera

circulation within the township. The board may al so cause notice

to be inserted in trade papers or other publications designated by

it or to be distributed by el ectronic neans, including posting the

notice on the board's internet web site. If the board posts the

notice on its web site, it may elimnate the second notice

otherwi se required to be published in a newspaper of genera

circulation within the townshi p. provided that the first notice

published in such newspaper neets all of the follow ng

requirenents

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the opening of
bi ds.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing howthe notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

he advertisenent shall include the tinme, date, and pl ace
where the clerk of the township, or the clerk's designee, wll

read bids publicly. The time, date, and place of bid openings may
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be extended to a | ater date by the board of township trustees,
provided that witten or oral notice of the change shall be given
to all persons who have received or requested specifications not

| ater than ninety-six hours prior to the original tine and date

fi xed for the opening. The board may reject all the bids or accept
the |l owest and best bid, provided that the successful bidder neets
the requirenments of section 153.54 of the Revised Code when the
contract is for the construction, denolition, alteration, repair,

or reconstruction of an inprovenent.

(B) The boards of township trustees of any two or nore
townshi ps, or the legislative authorities of any two or nore
political subdivisions, or any conbination of these, may, through
joint action, unite in the joint purchase, |ease, |lease with an
option to purchase, maintenance, use, and operation of
fire-fighting equipnent, or for any other purpose designated in
sections 505.37 to 505.42 of the Revised Code, and may prorate the
expense of the joint action on any terns that are nutually agreed

upon.

(C© The board of township trustees of any township may, by
resol ution, whenever it is expedient and necessary to guard
agai nst the occurrence of fires or to protect the property and
lives of the citizens against danages resulting fromtheir
occurrence, create a fire district of any portions of the township
that it considers necessary. The board nay purchase, |ease, |ease
with an option to purchase, or otherw se provide any fire
appar atus, appliances, materials, fire hydrants, and water supply
for fire-fighting purposes, or may contract for the fire
protection for the fire district as provided in section 9.60 of
the Revised Code. The fire district so created shall be given a

separate nane by which it shall be known.

Addi ti onal unincorporated territory of the township may be

added to a fire district upon the board' s adoption of a resol ution
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aut hori zing the addition. A nunicipal corporation that is within
or adjoining the township my be added to a fire district upon the
board's adoption of a resolution authorizing the addition and the
muni ci pal |egislative authority's adoption of a resolution or

ordi nance requesting the addition of the nunicipal corporation to

the fire district.

If the township fire district inposes a tax, additiona
uni ncorporated territory of the township or a nunici pal
corporation that is within or adjoining the township shall becone
part of the fire district only after all of the follow ng have

occurr ed:

(1) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a
resol uti on approving the expansion of the territorial limts of
the district and, if the resolution proposes to add a nuni ci pal
corporation, adoption by the nunicipal legislative authority of a
resol ution or ordinance requesting the addition of the nunici pal

corporation to the district;

(2) Adoption by the board of township trustees of a
resol uti on reconendi ng the extension of the tax to the additional

territory;

(3) Approval of the tax by the electors of the territory

proposed for addition to the district.

Each resolution of the board adopted under division (C(2) of
this section shall state the name of the fire district, a
description of the territory to be added, and the rate and
term nation date of the tax, which shall be the rate and
termnation date of the tax currently in effect in the fire

district.

The board of trustees shall certify each resol ution adopted
under division (C(2) of this section to the board of elections in

accordance with section 5705.19 of the Revised Code. The el ection
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requi red under division (C)(3) of this section shall be held,
canvassed, and certified in the manner provided for the subni ssion
of tax levies under section 5705.25 of the Revised Code, except

that the question appearing on the ballot shall read:

"Shall the territory within ........................
(description of the proposed territory to be added) be added to
........................ (nane) fire district, and a property tax
at a rate of taxation not exceeding ...... (here insert tax rate)
be in effect for .......... (here insert the nunber of years the
tax is to be in effect or "a continuing period of tinme," as

appl i cabl e) ?"

If the question is approved by at least a mpjority of the
el ectors voting on it, the joinder shall be effective as of the
first day of July of the year follow ng approval, and on that
date, the township fire district tax shall be extended to the
taxabl e property within the territory that has been added. If the
territory that has been added is a municipal corporation and if it
had adopted a tax levy for fire purposes, the levy is term nated

on the effective date of the joinder

Any nuni ci pal corporation may wthdraw froma towship fire
district created under division (C) of this section by the
adoption by the nmunicipal legislative authority of a resolution or
ordi nance ordering withdrawal. On the first day of July of the
year follow ng the adoption of the resolution or ordinance of
wi t hdrawal , the municipal corporation withdrawing ceases to be a
part of the district, and the power of the fire district to levy a
tax upon taxable property in the w thdraw ng nunici pal corporation
term nates, except that the fire district shall continue to | evy
and col l ect taxes for the paynent of indebtedness within the
territory of the fire district as it was conposed at the tine the

i ndebt edness was i ncurred.

Upon the withdrawal of any rmnunicipal corporation froma
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township fire district created under division (C) of this section,
the county auditor shall ascertain, apportion, and order a

di vision of the funds on hand, noneys and taxes in the process of
col l ection except for taxes |levied for the paynent of

i ndebt edness, credits, and real and personal property, either in
noney or in kind, on the basis of the valuation of the respective
tax duplicates of the w thdraw ng municipal corporation and the

remaining territory of the fire district.

A board of township trustees may renpve uni ncor porat ed
territory of the township fromthe fire district upon the adoption
of a resolution authorizing the removal. On the first day of July
of the year follow ng the adoption of the resolution, the
uni ncorporated township territory described in the resolution
ceases to be a part of the district, and the power of the fire
district to levy a tax upon taxable property in that territory
term nates, except that the fire district shall continue to | evy
and collect taxes for the paynent of indebtedness within the
territory of the fire district as it was conposed at the tine the

i ndebt edness was i ncurred.

(D) The board of township trustees of any township, the board
of fire district trustees of a fire district created under section
505. 371 of the Revised Code, or the legislative authority of any
nmuni ci pal corporation may purchase, |ease, or |lease with an option
to purchase the necessary fire-fighting equi pnent, buildings, and
sites for the township, fire district, or nunicipal corporation
and i ssue securities for that purpose with maxi mummaturities as
provided in section 133.20 of the Revised Code. The board of
township trustees, board of fire district trustees, or |egislative
authority may al so construct any buil di ngs necessary to house
fire-fighting equi pnment and issue securities for that purpose with
maxi mrum maturities as provided in section 133.20 of the Revised
Code.
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The board of township trustees, board of fire district
trustees, or legislative authority may issue the securities of the
township, fire district, or nunicipal corporation, signed by the
board or designated officer of the nunicipal corporation and
attested by the signature of the township fiscal officer, fire
district clerk, or municipal clerk, covering any deferred paynents
and payable at the tines provided, which securities shall bear
interest not to exceed the rate determined as provided in section
9.95 of the Revised Code, and shall not be subject to Chapter 133.
of the Revised Code. The legislation authorizing the issuance of
the securities shall provide for Ievying and collecting annually
by taxation, ampunts sufficient to pay the interest on and
princi pal of the securities. The securities shall be offered for
sal e on the open market or given to the vendor or contractor if no

sale is nade.

Section 505.40 of the Revised Code does not apply to any
securities issued, or any |lease with an option to purchase entered

into, in accordance with this division

(E) A board of township trustees of any township or a board
of fire district trustees of a fire district created under section
505. 371 of the Revised Code may purchase a policy or policies of
liability insurance for the officers, enployees, and appointees of
the fire departnent, fire district, or joint fire district
governed by the board that includes personal injury liability
coverage as to the civil liability of those officers, enployees,
and appointees for fal se arrest, detention, or inprisonment,
mal i ci ous prosecution, |ibel, slander, defamation or other
violation of the right of privacy, wongful entry or eviction, or
ot her invasion of the right of private occupancy, arising out of

the performance of their duties.

When a board of township trustees cannot, by deed of gift or

by purchase and upon terns it considers reasonable, procure |and
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for a township fire station that is needed in order to respond in
reasonable tinme to a fire or nedical energency, the board may
appropriate |and for that purpose under sections 163.01 to 163. 22
of the Revised Code. If it is necessary to acquire additiona

adj acent land for enlarging or inproving the fire station, the
board may purchase, appropriate, or accept a deed of gift for the

| and for these purposes.

(F) As used in this division, "enmergency nedical service
organi zation" has the same neaning as in section 4766.01 of the
Revi sed Code.

A board of township trustees, by adoption of an appropriate
resol uti on, may choose to have the GChio nedical transportation
board |icense any energency mnedi cal service organization it
operates. |If the board adopts such a resolution, Chapter 4766. of
the Revised Code, except for sections 4766.06 and 4766.99 of the
Revi sed Code, applies to the organization. Al rul es adopted under
the applicable sections of that chapter also apply to the
organi zation. A board of township trustees, by adoption of an
appropriate resolution, may renove its enmergency nedi cal service
organi zation fromthe jurisdiction of the Chio nedical

transportation board.

Sec. 505.376. When any expenditure of a fire and anbul ance
district, other than for the conpensation of district enployees,
exceeds fifty thousand dollars, the contract for the expenditure
shall be in witing and made with the | owest and best bidder after
advertising once a week for not |ess than tw rRer—mBre—thanfour

consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the

district. The board of trustees of a fire and anbul ance district

nmay al so cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or other

publications designated by it or to be distributed by el ectronic

neans, including posting the notice on the board's internet web
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site. If the board posts the notice on its web site, it may

elimnate the second notice otherwi se required to be published in

a newspaper of general circulation within the district, provided

that the first notice published in such newspaper neets all of the

follow ng requirenents:

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the openi ng of
bi ds.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

The bids shall be opened and shall be publicly read by the
clerk of the district, or the clerk's designee, at the tine, date,
and place specified in the adverti senment to bidders or the
specifications. The tine, date, and place of bid openings may be
extended to a |ater date by the board of trustees of the district,
provided that witten or oral notice of the change shall be given
to all persons who have received or requested specifications no

| ater than ninety-six hours prior to the original tinme and date

fixed for the opening.

Each bid on any contract shall contain the full nanme of every
person interested in the bid. If the bidis for a contract for the
construction, denolition, alteration, repair, or reconstruction of
an inprovenent, it shall neet the requirements of section 153.54
of the Revised Code. If the bid is for any other contract, it
shal | be acconpani ed by a sufficient bond or certified check,
cashier's check, or noney order on a solvent bank or savings and
| oan association that, if the bid is accepted, a contract will be

entered into and the perfornance of it will be properly secured.
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If the bid for work enbraces both | abor and material, it shall be
separately stated, with the price of the labor and the materi al
The board may reject any and all bids. The contract shall be
between the district and the bidder, and the district shall pay
the contract price in cash. Wen a bonus is offered for conpletion
of a contract prior to a specified date, the board may exact a
prorated penalty in like sumfor each day of delay beyond the
specified date. When there is reason to believe there is collusion
or conbi nati on anong bi dders, the bids of those concerned shall be

rej ect ed.

Sec. 511.12. The board of township trustees nmay prepare plans
and specifications and nake contracts for the construction and
erection of a nenorial building, nonunment, statue, or nenorial,
for the purposes specified and within the anpbunt authorized by
section 511.08 of the Revised Code. If the total estimted cost of
the construction and erection exceeds twenty-five thousand
dollars, the contract shall be let by conpetitive bidding. If the
estimated cost is twenty-five thousand dollars or |ess,
conmpetitive bidding may be required at the board's discretion. In
maki ng contracts under this section, the board shall be governed

as follows:

(A) Contracts for construction when conpetitive bidding is
requi red shall be based upon detailed plans, specifications, forns

of bids, and estimates of cost, adopted by the board.

(B) Contracts shall be nmade in witing upon concurrence of a
majority of the nmenbers of the board, and shall be signed by at
| east two of the nenbers and by the contractor. |If conpetitive
bidding is required, no contract shall be made or signed until an
adverti senent has been placed i n twe—newspapers a newspaper
publ i shed or of general circulation in the township, fer—aperiod
of thirty days at least twice. The board nmay al so cause notice to
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be inserted in trade papers or other publications designated by it

or to be distributed by el ectronic neans, including posting the

notice on the board's internet web site. If the board posts the

notice on its web site, it nay elinnate the second notice

ot herwi se required to be published in a newspaper published or of

general circulation in the township, provided that the first

noti ce published in such newspaper neets all of the follow ng

requi renents

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the openi ng of
bi ds.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

(CO No contract shall be let by conpetitive bidding except to
the | owest and best bidder, who shall neet the requirenents of
section 153.54 of the Revised Code.

(D) Waen, in the opinion of the board, it becones necessary
in the prosecution of such work to nake alterations or
nodi fications in any contract, the alterations or nodifications
shall be nade only by order of the board, and that order shall be
of no effect until the price to be paid for the work or materials
under the altered or nodified contract has been agreed upon in
witing and signed by the contractor and at |east two nenbers of
t he board.

(E) No contract or alteration or nodification of it shall be

valid unless made in the nmanner provided in this section

Sec. 515.01. The board of township trustees may provide
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artificial lights for any road, highway, public place, or building
under its supervision or control, or for any territory within the
townshi p and outside the boundaries of any nunicipal corporation,
when the board determines that the public safety or welfare
requires that the road, highway, public place, building, or
territory shall be lighted. The lighting nay be procured either by
the township installing a lighting systemor by contracting with

any person or corporation to furnish |ights.

If lights are furnished under contract, the contract may
provide that the equi prent enpl oyed nay be owned by the township

or by the person or corporation supplying the lights.

If the board determines to procure lighting by contract and
the total estinmated cost of the contract exceeds twenty-five
t housand dollars, the board shall prepare plans and specifications
for the lighting equi prent and shall, for two weeks, advertise for
bids for furnishing the |ighting equipnent, either by posting the
advertisenment in three conspicuous places in the township or by
publication of the advertisenment once a week, for two consecutive
weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation in the township. Any
such contract for lighting shall be made with the | owest and best
bi dder .

The board may al so cause notice to be inserted in trade

papers or other publications designated by it or to be distributed

by electronic neans, including posting the notice on the board's

internet web site. |If the board posts the notice on its web site,

it my elinmnate the second notice otherw se required to be

published in a newspaper of general circulation in the township

provided that the first notice published in such newspaper mneets

all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the openi ng of
bi ds.
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(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

No lighting contract awarded by the board shall be made to
cover a period of nore than twenty years. The cost of installing
and operating any lighting systemor any light furnished under
contract shall be paid fromthe general fund of the township

treasury.

Sec. 731.14. Al contracts nade by the legislative authority
of a village shall be executed in the name of the village and
signed on its behalf by the mayor and clerk. Except where the
contract is for equi pment, services, materials, or supplies to be
pur chased under division (D) of section 713.23 or section 125.04
or 5513.01 of the Revised Code, available froma qualified
nonprofit agency pursuant to sections 4115.31 to 4115.35 of the
Revi sed Code, or required to be purchased froma qualified
nonprofit agency under sections 125.60 to 125.6012 of the Revised
Code, when any expenditure, other than the conpensati on of persons
enployed in the village, exceeds twenty-five thousand doll ars,
such contracts shall be in witing and nade with the | owest and
best bidder after advertising once a week for not less than two
pror—nore-thanfour consecutive weeks in a newspaper of genera

circulation within the village. The |egislative authority may al so

cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or other publications

designated by it or to be distributed by el ectroni c neans,

i ncl udi ng posting the notice on the legislative authority's

internet web site. If the |leqgislative authority posts the notice

on its web site, it may elimnate the second notice otherw se
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required to be published in a newspaper of general circul ation

within the village, provided that the first notice published in

such newspaper neets all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the opening of
bids.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

legislative authority's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the |eqgislative

authority's internet web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the leqgislative authority's internet web site.

The bids shall be opened and shall be publicly read by the
clerk of the village or a person designated by the clerk at the
tinme, date, and place specified in the adverti sement to bidders or
specifications. The tinme, date, and place of bid openings may be
extended to a |later date by the legislative authority of the
village, provided that witten or oral notice of the change shal
be given to all persons who have received or requested
specifications no later than ninety-six hours prior to the
original time and date fixed for the opening. This section does
not apply to those villages that have provided for the appointnment
of a village administrator under section 735.271 of the Revised

Code.

Sec. 971.07. (A) If either persen owner fails to build or
maintain in good repair the portion of a partition fence assigned
to him the owner under section 971.04 of the Revised Code, the

board of township trustees, upon the application of the aggrieved
person owner, shall award the contract to the | owest responsible
bi dder agreeing to furnish the | abor and material, and build such

fence according to the specifications proposed by the board, after

Page 38

1143
1144
1145

1146
1147

1148
1149

1150
1151

1152
1153

1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
1164
1165

1166
1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172



Sub. S. B. No. 268
As Reported by the House Local and Municipal Government and Urban
Revitalization Committee

advertising for bids once a week for three two consecutive weeks
in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the

township is situated.

The board may al so cause notice to be inserted in trade

papers or _other publications designated by it or to be distributed

by electronic nmeans, including posting the notice on the board's

internet web site. If the board posts the notice on its web site,

it may elinnate the second notice otherw se required to be

publ i shed in a newspaper of general circulation in the county,

provided that the first notice published in such newspaper neets

all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the openi ng of
bids.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the

board's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

(B) If no bids are received fromresponsi bl e bidders as
provided in this section, the trustees shall procure | abor and
materials at prevailing rates and cause such fence to be

construct ed.

(© No person shall obstruct or interfere with anyone
lawful Iy engaged in construction of a partition fence or in the

performance of any other act described in this section.

Sec. 3313.46. (A) In addition to any other |aw governing the
bi dding for contracts by the board of education of any school
district, when any such board determ nes to build, repair,

enl arge, inprove, or denolish any school building, the cost of
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which will exceed twenty-five thousand dollars, except in cases of
urgent necessity, or for the security and protection of schoo
property, and except as otherw se provided in division (D) of
section 713.23 and in section 125.04 of the Revised Code, all of
the followi ng shall apply:

(1) The board shall cause to be prepared the plans,
specifications, and related information as required in divisions
(A, (B), and (D) of section 153.01 of the Revised Code unless the
board determ nes that other information is sufficient to inform
any bidders of the board' s requirenments. However, if the board
determ nes that such other information is sufficient for bidding a
project, the board shall not engage in the construction of any
such project involving the practice of professional engineering,
pr of essi onal surveying, or architecture, for which plans,
specifications, and estinmates have not been nmade by, and the
construction thereof inspected by, a licensed professiona

engi neer, |icensed professional surveyor, or registered architect.

(2) The board shall advertise for bids once each week for a

period of at—teast not |ess than two consecutive weeks in a

newspaper of general circulation in the district proer—te before

the date specified by the board for receiving bids. The board nay

al so cause notice to be inserted in trade papers or other

publications designated by it or to be distributed by el ectronic

neans, including posting the notice on the board's internet web

site. If the board posts the notice on its web site, it may

elimnate the second notice otherw se required to be published in

a newspaper of general circulation within the school district,

provided that the first notice published in such newspaper mneets

all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) It is published at | east two weeks before the openi ng of
bi ds.

(b) It includes a statenent that the notice is posted on the
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board of education's internet web site.

(c) It includes the internet address of the board's internet

web site.

(d) It includes instructions describing how the notice may be

accessed on the board's internet web site.

(3) Unless the board extends the tinme for the opening of bids
they shall be opened at the tine and pl ace specified by the board

in the adverti senent for the bids.

(4) Each bid shall contain the name of every person
interested therein. Each bid shall neet the requirenments of
section 153.54 of the Revised Code.

(5) When both | abor and materials are enbraced in the work
bid for, the board may require that each be separately stated in
the bid, with the price thereof, or may require that bids be

subnitted wi thout such separation

(6) None but the | owest responsible bid shall be accepted.
The board may reject all the bids, or accept any bid for both
| abor and nmaterial for such inprovenent or repair, which is the
|l owest in the aggregate. In all other respects, the award of
contracts for inprovenment or repair, but not for purchases nade
under section 3327.08 of the Revised Code, shall be pursuant to
section 153.12 of the Revised Code.

(7) The contract shall be between the board and the bidders.
The board shall pay the contract price for the work pursuant to
sections 153. 13 and 153. 14 of the Revised Code. The board shal
approve and retain the estinates referred to in section 153.13 of
the Revised Code and make them available to the auditor of state

upon request.

(8) When two or nore bids are equal, in the whole, or in any

part thereof, and are |ower than any others, either may be
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accepted, but in no case shall the work be divided between such
bi dders.

(9) When there is reason to believe there is collusion or
conbi nati on anong the bidders, or any nunber of them the bids of

t hose concerned therein shall be rejected.

(B) Division (A) of this section does not apply to the board
of education of any school district in any of the foll ow ng

si tuati ons:

(1) The acquisition of educational materials used in

t eachi ng.

(2) If the board determ nes and declares by resol ution
adopted by two-thirds of all its nenbers that any itemis

avai l abl e and can be acquired only froma single source.

(3) If the board declares by resolution adopted by two-thirds
of all its nmenbers that division (A) of this section does not
apply to any installation, nodification, or renodeling involved in
any energy conservation nmeasure undertaken through an install nent
paynment contract under section 3313.372 of the Revised Code or
undertaken pursuant to division (G of section 133.06 of the
Revi sed Code.

(4) The acquisition of conmputer software for instructional
pur poses and conputer hardware for instructional purposes pursuant
to division (B)(4) of section 3313.37 of the Revised Code.

(© No resolution adopted pursuant to division (B)(2) or (3)
of this section shall have any effect on whether sections 153.12
to 153. 14 and 153.54 of the Revised Code apply to the board of

educati on of any school district with regard to any item

Section 2. That existing sections 9.48, 125.04, 307. 86,
505. 10, 505.37, 505.376, 511.12, 515.01, 731.14, 971.07, and
3313.46 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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Section 3. Section 505.10 of the Revised Code is presented in
this act as a conposite of the section as anended by both Sub
H B. 204 and Sub. H B. 323 of the 125th General Assenbly. The
General Assenbly, applying the principle stated in division (B) of
section 1.52 of the Revised Code that anmendnents are to be
har nmoni zed i f reasonably capabl e of sinultaneous operation, finds
that the conposite is the resulting version of the section in
effect prior to the effective date of the section as presented in

this act.
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