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A BILL

To anend sections 121.02, 121.03, 3313.616, 5901. 02,

5901.
5902.
5902.
5907.
5907.
5902.

021, 5901.07, 5901.09, 5902.01, 5902.02,

03, 5902.04, 5902.06, 5902.07, 5902.08,

15, 5904. 01, 5907.01, 5907.02, 5907.022,
023, 5907.03, 5907.04, 5907.11, 5907.12,

13, 5907. 141, and 5910.02, to enact section
09, and to repeal section 5902.05 of the

Revi sed Code to create a Departnment of Veterans

Services and a Director of Veterans Services, to

create duties for the departnment and the director,

to transfer the duties of the Governor's Ofice of

Veterans Affairs to the departnent, and to place

the Ohio Veterans' Home Agency and the Chio War

Orphans Schol arshi p Board under the departnent.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That

sections 121.02, 121.03, 3313.616, 5901.02,

5901. 021, 5901.07, 5901.09, 5902.01, 5902.02, 5902.03, 5902. 04,
5902. 06, 5902. 07, 5902.08, 5902.15, 5904.01, 5907.01, 5907.02,

© 00 N O O A~ W DN PP

e L el o o
g h W N B O

16
17
18



Sub. S. B. No. 289
As Reported by the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee

5907. 022, 5907.023, 5907.03, 5907.04, 5907.11, 5907.12, 5907.13,
5907. 141, and 5910. 02 be anended and that section 5902.09 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 121.02. The followi ng adm nistrative departnents and

their respective directors are hereby created:

(A) The office of budget and managenent, which shall be

adm ni stered by the director of budget and managenent;

(B) The
by the direct

(O The

adm ni stered

(D) The

adm ni stered

(E) The

adm ni st ered

(F) The

adm ni st ered

(G The

the director

(H The

adm ni stered

(1) Unti

department of commerce, which shall be adm nistered

or of conmerce;

departnment of adm nistrative services, which shall be

by the director of adninistrative services;

department of transportation, which shall be

by the director of transportation;

departnent of agriculture, which shall be

by the director of agriculture;

department of natural resources, which shall be

by the director of natural resources;

departnment of health, which shall be adm nistered by
of heal th;

department of job and family services, which shall be

by the director of job and famly services;

| July 1, 1997, the departnent of |iquor control,

whi ch shall be adm nistered by the director of |iquor control

(J) The

adm ni stered

(K) The

adm ni stered

(L) The

departnment of public safety, which shall be
by the director of public safety;

departnment of nental health, which shall be

by the director of mental health;

departnent of nental retardati on and devel opnent al
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disabilities, which shall be adm nistered by the director of

mental retardation and devel opnmental disabilities;

(M The departnent of insurance, which shall be adm nistered

by the superintendent of insurance as director thereof;

(N) The departnent of devel opnent, which shall be

adm ni stered by the director of devel opnent;

(O The departnment of youth services, which shall be

adm ni stered by the director of youth services;

(P) The departnent of rehabilitation and correction, which
shall be admi nistered by the director of rehabilitation and

correction;

(Q The environmental protection agency, which shall be

adm ni stered by the director of environnmental protection;

(R) The departnent of aging, which shall be admi ni stered by

the director of aging;

(S) The departnent of al cohol and drug addiction services,
whi ch shall be adm nistered by the director of alcohol and drug

addi ction services_

(T) The departnent of veterans services, which shall be

adm ni stered by the director of veterans services.

The director of each departnent shall exercise the powers and

performthe duties vested by |law in such departnent.

Sec. 121.03. The followi ng adninistrative departnent heads
shal | be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of
the senate, and shall hold their offices during the termof the
appoi nti ng governor, and are subject to renpval at the pleasure of

t he governor.
(A) The director of budget and nanagenent;

(B) The director of commerce;
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(C© The director of transportation;

(D) The director of agriculture;

(E) The director of job and famly services;
(F) Until July 1, 1997, the director of |iquor control;
(G The director of public safety;

(H) The superintendent of insurance;

(1) The director of devel oprment;

(J) The tax conmi ssioner;

(K) The director of administrative services;
(L) The director of natural resources;

(M The director of nmental health;

(N) The d

disabilities;

rector of nental retardation and devel opnenta

(O The director of health;

(P) The director of youth services;

(Q The director of rehabilitation and correction

(R) The director of environnental protection;

(S) The director of aging;

(T) The director of alcohol and drug addiction services;

(U The admi nistrator of workers' conpensation who neets the
gualifications required under division (A) of section 4121.121 of
t he Revi sed Code;

(V) The director of veterans services who neets the

qualifications required under section 5902.01 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3313.616. (A) Notw thstanding the requirements of
sections 3313.61, 3313.611, and 3313.612 of the Revised Code, the
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board of education of any city, exenpted village, or |ocal school
district or the governing authority of any chartered nonpublic
school may grant a high school diploma to any veteran of World War
Il, the Korean conflict, or the Vietnamconflict who is a resident
of this state or who was previously enrolled in any high school in

this state if all of the follow ng apply:
(1) The veteran either:

(a) Left a public or nonpublic school located in any state
prior to graduation in order to serve in the arnmed forces of the
United States;

(b) Left a public or nonpublic school located in any state
prior to graduation due to famly circunstances and subsequently

entered the arned forces of the United States.

(2) The veteran received an honorabl e di scharge fromthe

arnmed forces of the United States.

(3) The veteran has not been granted a diplom as provided in
section 3313.61 or 3313.612 of the Revised Code, a diplona of
adult education as provided in section 3313.611 of the Revised

Code, or a diploma under this section.

(B) Notw thstanding the requirenents of sections 3313. 61,
3313. 611, and 3313.612 of the Revised Code, the board of education
of any city, exenpted village, or local school district or the
governing authority of any chartered nonpublic school may grant a
hi gh school diplona to any woman who | eft high school during Wrld
War 11, the Korean conflict, or the Vietnamconflict and who is a
resident of this state or was previously enrolled in any high

school in this state, if both of the follow ng apply:
(1) The wonman either:

(a) Left a public or nonpublic school |ocated in any state

prior to graduation in order to join the workforce to support her
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famly or to join the war effort;

(b) Left a public or nonpublic school located in any state
prior to graduation due to famly circunstances and subsequently

joined the workforce or war effort.

(2) The wonman has not been granted a diplona as provided in
section 3313.61 or 3313.612 of the Revised Code, a diploma of
adult education as provided in section 3313.611 of the Revised

Code, or a diplonma under this section.

(O If a person who would otherwi se qualify for a diplona
under this section is deceased, the board of education of any
school district or the governing authority of any chartered
nonpubl i ¢ school may award such di ploma to the person posthumously

and may present that diploma to a living relative of the person

(D) The goevernor—s—office departnent of veterans—affairs
veterans services, in accordance with section 111.15 of the

Revi sed Code, and with the advice and consent of the veterans
advi sory committee established under division (K) of section
5902. 02 of the Revised Code, shall devel op and adopt rules to
i mpl ement this section. Such rules shall include, but not be
limted to, rules establishing procedures for application and

verification of eligible persons for a diploma under this section.

Sec. 5901.02. In each county there shall be a conmi ssion
known as "the veterans service comission." Except as provided in
section 5901. 021 of the Revised Code, the conmm ssion shall be
conposed of five residents of the county appointed to five-year
terms by a judge of the court of common pleas. At the time of
appoi nt ment or reappoi ntnment to the conm ssion, no conm ssion
nmenber appoi nted under this section shall be an enpl oyee of the
conmmi ssion or hold an el ective or other appointive office of the

county served by the conmi ssion
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Each nmenber of the comm ssion appoi nted under this section
shall be an honorably di scharged or honorably separated veteran
Wthin sixty days after the date of appointnent, each such nmenber
shall file the nmenber's form DD214 with the governor—soffice
departnment of veterans affai+s services in accordance with
gui del i nes established by the director of that effiece departnent.
Such appoi ntnrents shall be made fromlists of recommended persons,
in the manner specified in the foll owi ng paragraph. One person
shall be a representative recomended by the American Legi on; one
person shall be a representative recormmended by the Veterans of
Forei gn Wars; one person shall be a representative reconmended by
the Di sabl ed Anerican Veterans; one person shall be a
representative reconmended by the AMVETS; and one person shall be
a representative reconmended by the Mlitary Order of the Purple
Heart of the U S. A, the Vietnam Veterans of America, or the
Korean War Veterans Association. |f any such organization has no
post or chapter located in the county, the appointnent shall be
nmade fromlists of reconmended persons submtted by posts or
chapters of any other congressionally chartered veterans
organi zations located in the county. If no such other
organi zati ons have posts or chapters located in the county, the
j udge responsi ble for making appoi ntnents under this section may

appoi nt any qualified veteran to represent the veteran conmunity.

On or before the fifteenth day of Cctober of each year, the
appoi nting judge shall notify each post or chapter of each
organi zation within the county fromwhich the nenber may or nust
be appointed that it may submit a list containing three
recomrendat i ons of persons who are eligible for appointnment. If
the judge does not receive any recommendations within sixty days
after providing the required notification, the judge nmay appoi nt
any qualified veteran to represent the veteran conmunity. The

j udge shall make the appoi ntnment on or before the fifteenth day of
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January of each year. Any vacancy in a nenbership appointed under
this section shall be filled in the sanme manner as the origina

appoi nt ment s.

Begi nning in the year 2000, appointnent of nenbers to the

conmi ssion under this section shall be made as foll ows:

(A) Appointnents for nmenbers to represent the American Legion
shal|l be nade for terns to conmence in years ending in zero and

five.

(B) Appointnments for nenbers to represent the Veterans of
Foreign Wars shall be nmade for terns to comrence in years endi ng

in one and si X.

(O Appointnments for nenbers to represent the Disabled
Anmerican Veterans shall be made for terns to conmence in years

ending in two and seven.

(D) Appointnments for nenbers to represent the AWETS shall be

made for terns to comence in years ending in three and eight.

(E) Appointnments for nenbers to represent the Mlitary O der
of the Purple Heart of the U S A, the Vietnam Veterans of
Anerica, or the Korean War Veterans Association shall be nmade for

terms to commence in years ending in four and nine.

The terns immedi ately preceding the initial appointnments nade
under divisions (A to (E) of this section may be for periods of

| ess than five years.

The appointing authority shall renpve a nenber who fails to

mai ntain certification or whose certification is revoked by the

director of veterans services.

Sec. 5901.021. (A) This section applies only to counties
havi ng a popul ation, according to the nost recent decenni al

census, of nore than five hundred thousand.
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(B)(1) In any county that is described in division (A of
this section and in which the veterans service conmm ssion submts
a budget request under section 5901.11 of the Revised Code for the
ensuing fiscal year that exceeds twenty-five-thousandths of one
per cent of the assessed value of property in the county or the
anount appropriated to the conmi ssion fromthe county general fund
in the current fiscal year by nore than ten per cent of that
appropriation, the board of county comnr ssioners, by resolution
may create not nore than six nenbershi ps on the veterans service
conmmi ssion in addition to the nmenbershi ps provided for by section
5901. 02 of the Revised Code. The board shall prescribe the nunber
of years the additional nenberships shall exist, which shall not
exceed five years. Once a board of county conm ssioners creates
any additional menberships, it nay not create further additional
menber shi ps under this section if the total nunber of such
menber shi ps woul d exceed si x. The board shall appoint persons who
are residents of the county and who are honorably di scharged or
honor ably separated veterans to each of the additional
menber ships, for ternms prescribed by the board and conmenci ng on a
date fixed by the board. Each person appointed to an additional
nmenbership shall file, within sixty days after the date of the
appoi ntmrent, the person's form DD214 with the gevernoer—soffice
departnment of veterans affai+s services in accordance with
gui del i nes established by the director of that effiece departnent.

(2) If the board of county conmi ssioners appoints additiona
menbers as described in division (B)(1) of this section, the board
may permt the commission to submt an original or revised budget
request for the ensuing fiscal year later than the | ast Monday in
May, as otherw se required under section 5901.11 of the Revised
Code.

(C The board of county conmm ssioners nay renove, for cause,
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any nmenber appoi nted under this section. The board shall determne
whet her the additional nmenbers may be reappoi nted upon the
expiration of their ternms, and shall fill any vacancy in an
addi ti onal nenbership for the unexpired termin the manner

provided for the original appointnent.

Sec. 5901.07. The veterans service conm ssion shall enploy
one or nore county veterans service officers, one of whom nmay act
as executive director. Each service officer shall be a veteran
Wthin sixty days after the date of initial enploynent, each
service officer shall file a copy of the officer's formDD214 with
the governor-soffice departnent of veterans aftfairs services in
accordance with guidelines established by the director of that
eff+ee departnent. Each service officer shall be employed in the
classified service and is exenpt fromcivil service exam nation

The conmi ssion nRy renpve a veterans service officer who fails to

nai ntain accreditation or whose certification is revoked by the

director of veterans services. The service officers shall advise

and assi st present and former nmenbers of the armed forces of the
United States, veterans, and their spouses, surviving spouses,
children, parents, and dependents in presenting clains or
obtaining rights or benefits under any law of the United States or

of this state.

The commi ssion shall enploy each service officer on a part-
or full-tine basis and fix the officer's conpensation. No county
conmmi ssi oner or nenber of the veterans service comission shall be

enpl oyed as a service officer.

The commi ssion shall enploy the necessary cl erks,
st enographers, and other personnel to assist the service officers
in the perfornmance of duties and shall fix their conpensation.
Each of these enpl oyees shall be a veteran or, if a qualified

veteran is not avail able, the spouse, surviving spouse, child, or
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parent of a veteran. Each of these enployees shall be enployed in
the classified service and is exenpt fromcivil service

exam nation

The board of county conmi ssioners, upon the reconmendation or
approval of the veterans service conmm ssion, may provide suitable
of fi ce space, supplies, and office and incidental expenses for
each service officer. The conpensati on of each service officer and
of any enpl oyee and any expenses incurred under this section shal
be paid out of funds appropriated to the conm ssion, as provi ded
in section 5901.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5901.09. (A Each applicant for financial assistance
under sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of the Revised Code shal
provide the veterans service comrission with a statenent
concerning the applicant's household incone and the amount of rea
and personal taxable property, stocks, bonds, nobneys on hand
| oaned or deposited in any bank or el sewhere, shares in building
associ ations, nortgages, notes, or other articles of value from
whi ch the applicant derives an inconme or revenue. The statenent
shall be made upon bl anks furni shed by the comn ssion and shall be

subscri bed by the applicant.

St at ements provi ded under this division shall not include
medi cal records and, pursuant to division (B) of this section, are
not public records under section 149.43 of the Revi sed Code.

Vet erans service comr ssions may conpile statistical data fromthe
statements in a manner to be prescribed by the gevernrer—s—office
departnment of veterans affai+s services. These data shall be

considered a matter of public record.

(B) The follow ng are not public records under section 149. 43
of the Revised Code:

(1) A statenment described in division (A) of this section;
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(2) Any application for financial assistance under sections
5901. 01 to 5901. 15 of the Revi sed Code;

(3) Any docunents that acconpany and pertain to a statenent
described in division (A) of this section or an application

described in division (B)(2) of this section;

(4) Any other docunents that are used by or are in the
possessi on of a veterans service comm ssion that may affect the
determination of the eligibility of an applicant for financi al
assi stance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code
or that nay affect the determination of an increase, decrease, or
di sconti nuance of an all owance under section 5901.14 of the
Revi sed Code, if those docunents are required to be kept

confidential under any statute of this state or the United States;

(5) Any applications to obtain benefits under any | aw of the
United States or of this state, and any docunents acconpanyi ng
those applications, in the possession of a veterans service
conmmi ssion and filed by persons in the armed forces of the United
States, veterans, or the spouses, surviving spouses, children,

parents, or dependents of veterans.

(O Interviews of applicants for financial assistance under
sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code, discussions of
the applications, statenents, and other docunments described in
division (B) of this section, and reviews of matters relating to
appl i cants' requests for financial assistance under sections
5901. 01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code shall be kept confidential
In accordance with division (J) of section 121.22 of the Revised
Code, a veterans service conm ssion shall conduct a nmeeting of the
comri ssion or a portion of a neeting of the conm ssion to
interview an applicant for financial assistance under sections
5901. 01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code, to discuss an application,
statenent, or other docunent described in division (B) of this

section, or to review natters relating to an applicant's request
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for financial assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the

Revi sed Code in an executive session

(D) Except as otherwi se provided in division (E) of this
section or division (B) of section 5902.04 of the Revised Code, a
vet erans service conmi ssion shall ensure that the applications,
statenments, and other docunents described in division (B) of this
section are not used for any purpose other than to determ ne the
eligibility of the applicant for financial assistance under
sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code or to determ ne
whet her to increase, decrease, or discontinue an allowance under
section 5901. 14 of the Revised Code.

(E)(1) An applicant for, or a recipient or forner recipient
of, financial assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the
Revi sed Code nay consent to the release by a veterans service
comm ssion of any information in an application, statenent, or
ot her docunent described in division (B) of this section that
pertains to the applicant, recipient, or fornmer recipient by
compl eting and signing a release of information form The form
shall be prescribed by the governor—s office departnent of
vet erans affairs services. An applicant for, or a recipient or
former recipient of, financial assistance shall sign a separate
rel ease of information formeach time the applicant, recipient, or
former recipient consents to the rel ease of any specific
information in the application, statement, or other docunent
i nvol ved. A copy of each signed release of information form shal
be kept in the file of the applicant, recipient, or forner
reci pient kept by the comm ssion. The rel ease of information form

shal |l specify the followi ng itens:

(a) The individual, agency, or organi zation requesting the

i nf ormati on;

(b) The specific information requested,
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(c) The intended use of the information requested; 381
(d) The date of the request for the information; 382
(e) The signature of the person who consents to the rel ease 383
of the infornmation. 384
(2) Alaw enforcenent officer may obtain an application, 385
statenent, or docunent as described in division (B) of this 386
section pursuant to an investigation by a | aw enforcenent 387
authority, upon the issuance of a court order established upon 388
reasonabl e grounds that the information contained in the 389
appHeaton application, statenent, or docunent is relevant to a 390
suspected violation of |aw 391
(3)(a) A party to a matter pending before a court may obtain 392
an application, statenment, or docunent as described in division 393
(B) of this section, if upon application to a court of conpetent 394
jurisdiction, the party proves all of the foll ow ng: 395
(i) The information contained in the application, statenent, 396
or docunment is relevant and material to the matter before the 397
court. 398
(ii) Disclosure of the application, statement, or docunent 399
serves the interests of justice, because the need of the party 400
requesting the information within the application, statenment, or 401
docunent outwei ghs the privacy interest of the applicant, 402
reci pient, or forner recipient of financial assistance under 403
sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revi sed Code. 404
(iii) No other reasonable nean exists to obtain the 405
i nformation contained in the application, statement, or docunent. 406
(b) If the party to a matter pending before a court proves 407
all of the elenents in division (E)(3)(a) of this section, the 408
court nmay order the disclosure of an application, statement, or 409

docunment described in division (B) of this section. For purposes 410
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of this division the court shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Indicate the specific application, statenent, or docunent

to be discl osed;

(ii) Indicate the purpose for the disclosure of the

application, statenent, or dechent docunent;

(iii) Indicate the person to whomthe application, statenent,

or docunent will be discl osed.

a—chief—executive—assistant—who The person appointed to the

position of director of veterans services shall be an honorably

di scharged or honorably separated veteran of the United States

armed f or ces—to—-beknown—as—director—ofthegovernor—s—office-of

veterans—affairs. The governor—soffice departnent of veterans
affairs services shall enpl oy sueh—ether adninistrative and

techni cal personnel as are necessary to performthe general and
specific duties of the efHee departnent. Fhe—admnistrative
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the director shall adopt rul es under Chapter 119. of the Revised

Code establishing a program which the director shall inplenent,

giving hiring preferences to veterans.

Sec. 5902.02. The duties of the director of the—geverner——s
eff+ee—of veterans afHfairs services shall include the follow ng:

(A) Furnishing the veterans service comm ssions of all
counties of the state copies of the state |laws, rules, and
legislation relating to the operation of the conmm ssions and their

of fi ces;

(B) Upon application, assisting the general public in
obtai ning records of vital statistics pertaining to veterans or

their dependents;

(© Adopting rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code pertaining to mninmum qualifications for hiring, certifying,
and accrediting county veterans service officers and, pertaining

to their required duties, and pertaining to revocation of the

certification of county veterans service officers;

(D) Adopting rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the education, training, certification, and duties of

vet erans service comm ssioners and for the revocation of the

certification of a veterans service comm SSioner;

(E) Devel opi ng and nonitoring prograns and agreenents
enhanci ng enpl oynent and training for veterans in single or

nmul tipl e county areas;

(F) Devel oping and nonitoring prograns and agreenents to
enabl e county veterans service conmm ssions to address
honel essness, indigency, and other veteran-related issues

individually or jointly;

(G Devel opi ng and nonitoring prograns and agreenents to

enabl e state agencies, individually or jointly, that provide
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services to veterans, including the veterans' hones operated under
Chapter 5907. of the Revised Code and the director of job and
famly services, to address honel essness, indigency, enploynent,

and ot her veteran-rel ated i ssues;

(H Establishing and providing statistical reporting formats

and procedures for county veterans service conm SSions;

(1) Publishing annually, pronul gating change notices for, and
distributing a listing of county veterans service officers, county
vet erans service conm ssioners, state directors of veterans
affairs, and national and state service officers of accredited
veterans organi zations and their state headquarters. The listing
shall include the expiration dates of comm ssion nmenbers' terns of
of fice and the organi zations they represent; the names, addresses,
and t el ephone nunbers of county veterans service officers and
state directors of veterans affairs; and the addresses and
t el ephone nunbers of the Chio offices and headquarters of state

and national veterans service organi zations.

(J) Publishing, by the first day of April of each
odd- nunbered year, a directory of the laws of this state dealing
with veterans, as enacted through the conclusion of the previous
session of the general assenbly, and distributing the publication
to each county veterans service office and the state headquarters
of each congressionally chartered veterans organi zation in the

state;

(K) Establishing a veterans advisory committee to advise and
assi st the governor-soffice departnent of veterans atfairs
services in its duties. Menbers shall include a state
representative of congressionally chartered veterans organi zati ons
referred to in section 5901.02 of the Revised Code, a
representative of any other congressionally chartered state
vet erans organi zation that has at | east one veterans service

conmi ssioner in the state, three representatives of the Chio state
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associ ation of county veterans service comi ssioners, who shal
have a conbi ned vote of one, three representatives of the state
associ ation of county veterans service officers, who shall have a
conbi ned vote of one, one representative of the county
commi ssi oners associ ati on of Chio, who shall be a county

conm ssioner not fromthe sane county as any of the other county

representatives, a representative of the advisory commttee on

wonen veterans, a representative of a | abor organi zati on, and a

representative of the office of the attorney general. The
governor-s—office departnment of veterans affai+rs services shal
subnit to the advisory committee proposed rules for the
conmttee's operation. The committee may review and revise these
proposed rules prior to submtting themto the joint conmittee on

agency rul e review.

(L) Adopting, with the advice and assi stance of the veterans
advi sory committee, policy and procedural guidelines that the
vet erans service conmi ssions shall adhere to in the devel opnent
and i nplenmentation of rules, policies, procedures, and guidelines
for the administration of Chapter 5901. of the Revised Code. The
governor-soffice departnent of veterans affai+rs services shal
adopt no guidelines or rules regulating the purposes, scope,
duration, or anpunts of financial assistance provided to
appl i cants pursuant to sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised
Code. The director of the-gevernor-s office of veterans atfairs
services may obtain opinions fromthe office of the attorney
general regarding rules, policies, procedures, and guidelines of
the veterans service conmm ssions and may enforce conpliance with
Chapter 5901. of the Revised Code.

(M Receiving copies of formDD214 filed in accordance with
the director's guidelines adopted under division (L) of this
section from nenbers of veterans service conm ssions appoi nted

under section 5901.02 and from county veterans service officers
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enpl oyed under section 5901.07 of the Revised Code;

(N) Devel opi ng and mai ntai ning and inproving a resource, such

as a tel ephone answering point or a web site, by neans of which

veterans and their dependents. through a single portal. can access

nul tiple sources of information and interaction with regard to the

rights of, and the benefits available to, veterans and their

dependents. The director of veterans services may enter into

agreenents with state and federal agencies, with agenci es of

political subdivisions, with state and |local instrunentalities,

and with private entities as necessary to nmake the resource as

conplete as is possible.

(O Pl anni ng. _organi zi ng. _advertising, and conducting

outreach efforts, such as conferences and fairs, at which veterans

and their dependents nmay neet, |earn about the organi zati on and

operation of the departnent of veterans services and of veterans

service conmi ssions, and obtain information about the rights of,

and the benefits and services available to, veterans and their

dependent s:

(P) Advertising, in print, on radio and television., and

otherwise, the rights of, and the benefits and services avail abl e

to, veterans and their dependents;

(Q Devel opi ng_and advocating i nproved benefits and services

for, and inproved delivery of benefits and services to, veterans

and their dependents;

(R Searching for, identifying., and review ng statutory and

adnm nistrative policies that relate to veterans and their

dependents and reporting to the general assenbly statutory and

adm nistrative policies that should be consolidated in whole or in

part within the organi zation of the departnent of veterans

services to unify funding, delivery, and accounting of statutory

and admini strative policy expressions that relate particularly to
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veterans and their dependents;

(S) Encouragi ng veterans service conn ssions to i nnovate and

otherwise to inprove efficiency in delivering benefits and

services to veterans and their dependents and to report successful

i nnovations and efficiencies to the director of veterans services;

(T) Publishing and encouragi ng adoption of successful

i nnovations and efficiencies veterans service comm SSi ons have

achi eved in delivering benefits and services to veterans and their

dependent s;

(U) Establishing advisory conmttees, in addition to the

veterans advisory commttee established under division (K) of this

section, on veterans issues;

(V) _Devel oping and nmaintaining a relationship with the United

States departnent of veterans affairs, seeking optinal federa

benefits and services for Chio veterans and their dependents, and

encour agi ng veterans service comm ssions to nmaxi m ze the federa

benefits and services to which veterans and their dependents are

entitl ed:;

(W _Devel opi ng_and mai ntai ning relationships with the severa

veterans organi zations, encouraging the organizations in their

efforts at assisting veterans and their dependents, and advocati ng

for adequate state subsidization of the organi zations;

(X) Requiring the several veterans organi zati ons that receive

funding fromthe state annually to report to the director of

veterans services and prescribing the formand content of the

report;

(Y) Investigating conplaints against county veterans services

conmmi ssioners and county veterans service officers if the director

reasonably believes the investigation to be appropriate and

necessary,
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(Z) Taking any other actions required by this chapter.

Sec. 5902.03. The director of the-governor—s office of

vet erans affairs services nay mcrofilmor otherw se duplicate al

or any part of copies of original certificates of discharge and

separation subnitted by Chio veterans iA——conjunctionwth thei+r
" . : i I _

The director may prepare and naintain files of such
mcrofilmed certificates of discharge and separation in such
manner that they nay readily be available for the use of the
governor-s—office departnent of veterans affai+rs services,
aut hori zed veterans service officers of the severa
congressionally chartered veterans organi zati ons, and county
veterans service officers of the several counties of the state in
support of applications for conpensation, pension, nedical, or
domciliary care, or other state and federal benefits provided for

eligible veterans or their dependents or survivors.

The director may make copi es of such nmicrofilmed certificates
of di scharge and separation for storage under secure conditions to
assure their preservation, and for supply to qualified veterans or
their dependents or survivors or to interested and authorized
vet erans organi zations to aid such organi zations in their prograns

of veterans aid and assi st ance.

Sec. 5902.04. (A Upon application, the director of the
governor-s—office of veterans affai+rs services shall furnish
necessary instructions and advice to the veterans of the state,
their heirs, or their |legal representatives, respecting their
clainms against the United States or the state for pensions,

bounty, bonus, back pay, or otherw se, by reason of mlitary

ser vi ce—and—performother—dutiesthatthe—goeverner—+regui+es.

(B) The director or the director's representative may exam ne
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the files of any veterans service conmission that pertain to
either of the foll owi ng classes of persons to determ ne the

custody, use, or confidentiality of any docunents in those files:

(1) Applicants for, or recipients or forner recipients of,
financi al assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the
Revi sed Code;

(2) Applicants for federal, state, or county benefits under

t hose secti ons.

(O (1) No information or docunents obtai ned by exam nations
conduct ed under division (B) of this section shall be considered
part of the public records of the governor-soffice departnent of
vet erans affai+s services. The director may disclose information
or docunents that the director obtains pursuant to an exam nation
conduct ed under division (B) of this section and that personally
identify an applicant, recipient, or former recipient described in

that division, if either of the foll owing applies:

(a) The director considers the disclosure necessary to

enforce conpliance with Chapter 5901. of the Revised Code.

(b) For the purposes and under the circunstances authorized
under division (E) of section 5901.09 of the Revised Code.

(2) In all other cases, the director shall naintain the
confidentiality of information or docunments that the director
obtai ns pursuant to an exam nation under division (B) of this
section and that personally identify an applicant, recipient, or

former recipient described in that division.

Sec. 5902.06. The director of the—governrer—s—ofifiece—of

vet erans affai+s services shall keep a register show ng the
situation and disposition of any claimfiled by that—effice the

depart nent of veterans services.
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Sec. 5902.07. The director of the-governor—s office of
vet erans affairs services nay adm ni ster oaths. He-shal—havea

sealof office—andhis The director's official certificate shal

be received in evidence wi thout further authentication.

Sec. 5902.08. The director of the-governor—s office of

vet erans affairs services, or any enpl oyee thereof, shall not

receive directly or indirectly a fee or reward of any kind froma
cl ai mant or other person for services rendered or to be rendered,
relating to a duty required of himthe director or enployee under
sections 5902.01 to 5902.07 of the Revised Code, or in any manner

connected therew th.

Sec. 5902.09. The person in charge of a state agency or

instrunentality, an agency or instrunentality of a politica

subdi vision, or a private entity, such as a nursing hone., that

provides | aw enforcenent, health, or welfare services to

i ndi vidual s, other than the Ohio veterans' hone and veterans

service organi zations, shall ask an individual with whomthe

agency. instrunentality, or entity interacts if the individual is

a veteran or is or was the dependent of a veteran. If the

individual clainms to be such an individual. the person in charge

shall report the individual's nane, address, tel ephone nunber, and

e-mni|l address; the agency's, instrunentality's, or entity's nane,

addr ess, tel ephone nunber, and e-muil address; the nature of the

agency's, instrunmentality's, or entity's interaction with the

i ndi vidual ; and the date on which the interaction occurred to the

director of veterans services. The director shall informthe

veterans service conmm ssion having jurisdiction about the veteran

or dependent and the interaction. The comm ssion shall inquire

about, and offer benefits and services appropriate to, the veteran

or dependent .
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Sec. 5902.15. (A) If the president of the United States
i ndi cates that national guard or reserve forces with headquarters

inthis state may be called to active nilitary duty, the governor

or the director of the-governor—s office of veterans affai+rs

services shall convene, not later than ten days after all its
menbers are appointed, a nilitary activation task force to
determ ne whet her federal, state, and county agenci es have
prepared proper support nmechanisns for that military activation.
The task force shall prepare and publish a report stating whether
these nmechani sns have been prepared and what further actions need

to be taken to support that nmilitary activation

(B) The nenbers of the task force are the chairpersons and
ranking mnority nenbers of the commttees of the house of
representatives and senate that customarily consider bills dealing
with the nilitary and veterans affairs, and a representative of
each of the foll owi ng agenci es and organi zati ons whom t hat agency

or organi zation shall appoint:
(1) The Chio arny national guard;
(2) The Chio air national guard;
(3) The United States arny reserve;
(4) The United States marine corps reserve;
(5) The United States naval reserve;
(6) The United States air force reserve;
(7) The United States coast guard reserve;
(8) The United States department of veterans affairs;
(9) The American Legion, departnment of Chio;
(10) The Veterans of Foreign Wars, departnment of OChio;

(11) The AMVETS, departnent of ehie Chio;
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(12) The Disabl ed Anerican Veterans, departnent of ehie Chio;
(13) The Anerican Ex-Prisoners of War, departnent of GChio;

(14) The Vi etnam Veterans of Anmerica, departnent of ehie

hi o;

(15) The office of the Chio attorney general;

(16) The Ohi o association of county veterans service
of ficers;

(17) The Chi o association of county veterans service

conmi Ssi oners;
(18) Fhe bureau—of enployrentservices-
39y The departnment of administrative services;

263-(19) The state departnent of huwan job and fanily

Servi ces;

235-(20) The Chio office of the United States departmnent of

| abor;

22-(21) The enpl oyer support of the national guard and
reserve;

233(22) The OGnhio military famly support group

24)3(23) The national |eague of famlies of prisoners and

nm ssing in action;

257(24) The governor—s—office departnent of veterans affai+rs

services.

(O At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a

chai rperson and other officers it considers necessary.

(D) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation
but shall be reinbursed for expenses they incur in the performance

of their duties.

(E) Menbers of the task force shall serve until the task
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force publishes its report. Any vacancy on the task force shall be

filled in the same manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent.

(F) The geverner—s—offiece departnent of veterans affa+s
services shall provide the task force with necessary personnel

supplies, and services.

Sec. 5904.01. (A) There is hereby created the Chio veterans
hal | of fame. The gevernor—s—office departnent of veterans affairs
services shall serve as the veterans hall of fane's adm nistrative
agent. The veterans hall of fanme shall recognize the post-mlitary
achi evenent s of outstanding veterans and spotlight all veterans'

contributions to the civilian workpl ace.

(B) The Chio veterans hall of fame shall have an executive
commi ttee conposed of thirteen nenbers, all of whom shall be
veterans. The director of the—governor—s—office—of veterans
affalrs services shall be an ex officio nenber. The gevernor—s
office departnent of veterans affairs— services' veterans advisory
committee, the advisory comittee on wonmen veterans, the Ghio
veterans hall of fame foundation, the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the Di sabl ed American Veterans, the AWETS, the Vietnam Veterans

of America, and the American Legion shall each appoint one nenber.

The Chio veterans hall of fame executive committee shal
appoint its final four nenbers, one of whomshall be from any
veterans organi zation that is incorporated in this state and that
is not otherwi se represented on the executive comittee, one of
whom was inducted into the veterans hall of fame three years
before the current fiscal year, one of whomwas inducted into the
veterans hall of fame two years before the current fiscal year,
and one of whomwas inducted into the veterans hall of fanme one

year before the current fiscal year

(C Terns of office of the nenbers of the Chio veterans hal
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of fame executive comrittee shall be for three years. Each nenber
shal | serve subsequent to the expiration of the nenber's term
until the nenber's successor is appointed, or until sixty days has
el apsed, whichever occurs first. No nmenber shall serve nore than

two consecutive terns.

(D) Al vacancies in the nenbership of the Chio veterans hall
of fame executive commttee shall be filled in the sanme manner as
prescribed for original appointnents, and the terns of the

appoi ntees shall be limted to the unexpired terns.

(E) The nenbers of the Chio veterans hall of fame executive
committee shall serve without conpensation, but shall be
rei nbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the

performance of their official duties.

(F) The Onhio veterans hall of fame executive committee shal
el ect a chairperson and vice-chairperson fromits nenbership. It
shall neet annually to select inductees for the veterans hall of
fame fromthe persons noninated in a manner prescribed by the
executive committee. The nanmes of selected inductees shall be
submitted to the governor for final approval. The governor shal
provide any final approval within thirty days after the executive
committee submits the nanmes of the selected inductees. The
governor may reject any of the selected inductees for cause, but

shall not make any additions to the list of those inductees.

(G Except as otherwise provided in this division, all state
el ected officials, nenbers of the general assenbly, menbers of the
Ohio veterans hall of fanme foundation, nmenbers of the veterans
hal | of fanme executive comm ttee, nenbers of the governor's staff,
nmenbers of the veterans hall of fame staff, and nenbers of any
county veterans service conm ssion, and the director of the
governor-s—office of veterans affairs services, shall not be
eligible for induction into the veterans hall of fame until two

years after they have left their position. The executive comittee
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may wai ve the two-years requirenment for nom nees over the age of 805
seventy. 806
(H) The GChio veterans hall of fame executive commttee is not 807

subj ect to sections 101.82 to 101.87 of the Revi sed Code. 808
Sec. 5907.01. (A) As used in this chapter: 809

(1) "Nursing home" nmeans a nursing hone within a veterans' 810
hore. 811
(2) "Veterans' home" neans a veterans' hone operated by the 812

Ohi 0 veterans' hone agency. 813
(B) There is hereby established the Chio veterans' hone 814
agency that as part of the departnment of veterans services. The 815
agency shall maintain and operate veterans' and nursing honmes for 816
honor abl y di scharged vet erans. 817
Sec. 5907.02. The beard—of—trustees—oftheOhio—veteranrs— 818
hore—agenecy—which—s—hereby created—shatl—consist—of—seven 819
rerbers—who director of veterans services shall govern the Ghio 820
veterans' home agency and have charge and custody of the agency's 821
facilities. Fhe—rerbers—shall—bethedirector—of—admnistrative 822
823

824

825

826

827

828

829

830

831

832

833

834
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has—elapsed—whichever—oeccurs—first— The beard director shal

govern, conduct, and care for veterans' hones, the property of the

hones, and the veterans residing in the hone.

All supplies for the agency shall be purchased as provided in
sections 125.04 to 125.15 of the Revi sed Code.

The beard director shall appoint a superintendent of the Chio
vet erans' home agency upon any terns that are proper, and the
superintendent, with the advice and consent of the beard director
shal | enpl oy aides, assistants, and enpl oyees, and perform ot her
duties that may be assigned to the superintendent by the beard
di rector or becone necessary in the carrying out of the
superintendent's duties. The superintendent shall be responsible
directly to the beard director.

Subj ect to section 5907.021 of the Revised Code, the
superi ntendent may appoi nt one or nore enpl oyees at each veterans'
hone as veterans' home police officers authorized to act on the
grounds of that home. The superintendent shall provide to those
enpl oyees a copy of the rules that apply to their appointment. The
rul es shall specify whether or not the police officers may carry a

firearm

Subj ect to section 5907.021 of the Revised Code, the
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superi ntendent shall appoint a chief of police of the Chio

vet erans' honme agency, deternine the nunber of officers and other
personnel required by each veterans' honme, and establish salary
schedul es and ot her conditions of enploynment for veterans' hones
police officers. The chief of police shall serve at the pleasure
of the superintendent and shall appoint officers and ot her
personnel as the veterans' homes nay require, subject to the rules
and limts that the superintendent establishes regarding
qualifications, salary ranges, and the number of personnel. The
superintendent, with the approval of the beard director, may
purchase or otherw se acquire any police apparatus, equipnent, or
materials, including a police conmunication system and vehi cl es,
that the veterans' hones police officers may require. The
superintendent may send one or nore of the officers or enployees
noni nated by the police chief to a school of instruction designed
to provide additional training or skills related to their work
assignnent at their veterans' home. The superintendent nmay send
those officers or enployees to the Chio peace officer training

acadeny that the superintendent considers appropriate.

The beard director shall make an annual report to the
governor as to all expenditures and as to the nanagenent of the

Ohi 0 veterans' hone agency.

Sec. 5907.022. The beard—of—trustees—of—the—Ohi-o—veterans—
hore—agency director of veterans services may do either of the

follow ng to expand nursing hone care and domiciliary services to

veterans at sites other than the Chio veterans' hones and nursing

homes:

(A Enter into contracts or agreenents, including agreenents
for the acceptance of grants, to construct, |ease, purchase, or
ot herwi se acquire real property or facilities to establish a

network of facilities;
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(B) Enter into contracts with private providers.

Sec. 5907.023. Neither—the The Chio veterans' hone agency
establ i shed by section 5907.01 of the Revised Code nrer—the beoard
: C ¢ i Ly | .
590702 of the Revised Code is not subject to sections 101.82 to
101. 87 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 5907.03. The managenent and control of veterans' hones
shal | be subject to such inspection and supervision as the
congress of the United States may require as a condition of making
appropriations for their nmintenance. A person appointed or
desi gnated by congress nmay nake such inspection and exercise such
supervision, and, if so required by congress, the person may have
and exercise the privil eges of a—wnenberof the board of trustees
oftheOhio—veterans—horme—agency the director of veterans

services.

Sec. 5907.04. Al Subject to the foll owi ng paragraph, al

nmenbers of the arned forces, who served in the regular or

vol unteer forces of the United States or the GChio national guard
or menbers of the naval militia during the war with Spain, the
Phi | i ppi ne insurrection, the China relief expedition, the Indian
war, the Mexican expedition, World War |, Wrld War 11, or during
the period begi nning June 25, 1950 and ending July 19, 1953, known
as the Korean conflict, or during the period begi nni ng August 5,
1964, and ending July 1, 1973, known as the Vietnamconflict, or
any person who is awarded either the arnmed forces expeditionary
nmedal established by presidential executive order 10977 dated
Decenber 4, 1961, or the Vietnam service nmedal established by
presidential executive order 11231 dated July 8, 1965, who have
been honorably di scharged or separated under honorabl e conditions

therefrom or any di scharged nenbers of the Polish and
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Czechosl ovaki an arnmed forces who served in arned conflict with an
eneny of the United States in World War | or Wrld War 1l who have
been citizens of the United States for at |east ten years,

provi ded that the above-nenti oned persons have been citizens of
this state for five consecutive years or nore at the date of
maki ng application for adm ssion, are disabled by di sease, wounds,
or otherwi se, and are by reason of such disability incapable of
earning their living, and all nenbers of the Chio national guard
or naval militia who have lost an armor leg, or their sight, or
becone permanently disabled fromany cause, while in the |line and
di scharge of duty, and are not able to support thenselves, nmay be
admtted to a veterans' home under such rules as the beard—ef

trusteesof the Chioveterans homeagency director of veterans

servi ces adopts.

A person who served in the arnmed forces of the United States
as defined in division (E)(7) of section 5903.11 of the Revised

Code is eligible for admi ssion to a veterans' honme under the

precedi ng paragraph only if the person has the characteristics
defined in division (B)(1) of section 5901.01 of the Revised Code.

The superintendent of the Chio veterans' honme agency shal
pronptly and diligently pursue the establishnment of the
eligibility for nedical assistance under Chapter 5111. of the
Revi sed Code of all persons admitted to a veterans' hone and all
residents of a hone who appear to qualify and shall pronptly and
diligently pursue and maintain the certification of each hone's
conpliance with federal |aws and regul ati ons gover ni ng
participation in the nmedical assistance programto include as

| arge as possible a part of the hone's bed capacity.

Vet erans’ hones may reserve a bed during the tenporary
absence of a resident or patient fromthe honme, including a
nursing honme within it, under conditions prescribed by the beard

of trustees director, to include hospitalization for an acute
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condition, visits with relatives and friends, and participation in
t herapeutic progranms outside the honme. A hone shall not reserve a
bed for nore than thirty days, except that absences for nore than

thirty days due to hospitalization nmay be authorized.

Sec. 5907.11. (A) The superintendent of the Chio veterans
home agency, with the approval of the beard—ef—t+rustees—ofthe

agency director of veterans services, nay establish a |local fund

for each veterans' hone to be used for the entertai nment and

wel fare of the residents of the honme. Each fund shall be

desi gnated as the residents' benefit fund and shall be operated
for the exclusive benefit of the residents of the associated hone.
Each fund shall receive all revenue fromthe sale of conm ssary
itenms at the associated home and shall receive all noneys received

as donations by the associated hone from any source.

(B) The residents' benefit funds also nay be used to receive
and di sburse any donations nade for events sponsored by the Chio

veterans hall of fane.

(C The superintendent, subject to the approval of the beard
ef—trustees director, shall establish rules for the operation of

the residents' benefit funds.

Sec. 5907.12. The beardeof trustees of the Chio veterans-
hore—ageney director of veterans services may utilize the services

of volunteers to assist in attending to and caring for residents,
assisting in resident activities, caring for veterans' hones'
bui | di ngs and grounds, and participating in any other services
that acconplish any of the beard-s director's purposes related to

veterans' honmes. Al volunteer prograns are subject to the beard-s

director's approval. The beard director may recruit, train, and
supervi se the services of community volunteers or vol unteer groups

for volunteer prograns. The beard director nay designate
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vol unteers as state enployees for the purpose of notor vehicle
accident liability insurance under section 9.83 of the Revised
Code and for the purpose of indemification fromliability
incurred in the performance of their duties under section 9.87 of
t he Revi sed Code.

Sec. 5907.13. Residents of veterans' hones may be assessed a
fee to pay a portion of the expenses of their support, dependent
upon their ability to pay. Subject to controlling board approval

t he beardof trusteesof the Ohioveterans—hore—agency director

of veterans services shall adopt rules for deternmining a

resident's ability to pay. Each resident shall furnish the beard
of trustees director statements of incone, assets, debts, and

expenses that the beard director requires.

All fees contributed by the residents under this section
shall be deposited into an interest-bearing account in a public
depository in accordance with section 135.18 of the Revised Code.
Al of these fees shall be paid to the treasurer of state within
thirty days after the end of the nonth of receipt, together with
all interest credited to the account to date. The treasurer of

state shall credit eighty per cent of these fees and of this

interest to the Chio veterans' hones operating fund and twenty per

cent of these fees and of this interest to the Chio veterans

hones fund.

The fee for each resident shall be based upon the |evel of

care provided to the resident by the resident's honme. The beard—ef

trustees director shall determ ne authorized |levels of care for
residents. The assessnment for each resident shall not exceed the
di fference between the total per diem anount collected by the
state for mamintenance fromall sources on the resident's behalf
and the average annual per diemcost for the resident's

nmai nt enance, conputed in accordance with veterans adm nistration

Page 34

989
990
991
992
993

994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001

1002
1003
1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011

1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019



Sub. S. B. No. 289
As Reported by the Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee

regul ati ons.

Sec. 5907.141. (A) Al noney received fromthe United States
departnment of veterans affairs in per diemgrants for care that
vet erans' homes provide shall be deposited in the state treasury
to the credit of the Chio veterans' hones federal grant fund,
whi ch is hereby created. Money credited to the fund shall be used

only for the operating costs of veterans' hones.

(B) Any resident of a veterans' honme whomthe United States
department of veterans affairs determ nes to have excess incone or

assets, or is denied per diemfor any reason by the United States

departnent of veterans affairs, therefore rendering the home
ineligible to collect per diemgrant reinbursenent for days of
care provided to that resident, may be required to pay, in
addition to the fees assessed under section 5907.13 of the Revised
Code, an anount equal to the rate of per diemgrant that the
department denied for that particul ar resident. Any anount that
the resident pays under this division shall be collected and
distributed in the same manner as the fees assessed under section
5907. 13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5910.02. There is hereby created an Chi o war orphans
schol arshi p board eenststing as part of the departnment of veterans

services. The board consists of seven eight nmenbers as foll ows:

the chancellor of the Ohio board of regents or the chancellor's

designee; the director of veterans services or the director's

desi gnee: one nenber of the house of representatives, appointed by
the speaker; one nenber of the senate, appointed by the president
of the senate; and four nenbers appointed by the governor, one of
whom shall be a representative of the American Legion, one of whom
shall be a representative of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, one of
whom shal |l be a representative of the Disabled American Veterans,

and one of whomshall be a representative of the AMVETS. At | east
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ninety days prior to the expiration of the termof office of the
representative of a veterans organi zati on appoi nted by the
governor, the governor shall notify the state headquarters of the
af fected organi zation of the need for an appoi ntnent and request
t he organi zation to nmake at | east three nomi nations. Wthin sixty
days after making the request for nom nations, the governor may
nmeke t he appoi ntnent fromthe nom nations received, or nay reject
all the noninations and request at |east three new nom nations,
from which the governor shall nake an appointnent within thirty
days after making the request for the new noninations. If the
governor receives no noninations during this thirty-day period,

the governor nay appoi nt any veteran.

Ternms of office for the four nmenbers appointed by the
governor shall be for four years, commencing on the first day of
January and ending on the thirty-first day of Decenber, except
that the termof the AWETS representative shall expire Decenber
31, 1998, and the new termthat succeeds it shall commence on
January 1, 1999, and end on Decenber 31, 2002. Each nenber shal
hold office fromthe date of the nmenber's appointnent until the
end of the termfor which the nmenber was appoi nted. The ot her
nmenbers shall serve during their terns of office. Any vacancy
shall be filled by appointnent in the same manner as by origi nal
appoi ntment. Any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of the termfor which the nenber's
predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the remnai nder of
such term Any appointed nmenber shall continue in office
subsequent to the expiration date of the nenber's termuntil the
nmenber' s successor takes office, or until a period of sixty days
has el apsed, whichever occurs first. The nenbers of the board
shall serve without pay but shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses and for other actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties, not to exceed ten dollars per day

for ten days in any one year to be appropriated out of any noneys
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in the state treasury to the credit of the general revenue fund.

The chancel l or of the board of regents shall act as secretary
to the board and shall furnish such clerical and other assistance

as may be necessary to the performance of the duties of the board.

The board shall determine the nunber of schol arships to be
made avail abl e, receive applications for schol arships, pass upon
the eligibility of applicants, decide which applicants are to
recei ve schol arships, and do all other things necessary for the

proper administration of this chapter

Section 2. That existing sections 121.02, 121.03, 3313.616,
5901. 02, 5901.021, 5901.07, 5901.09, 5902.01, 5902.02, 5902. 03,
5902. 04, 5902.06, 5902.07, 5902.08, 5902.15, 5904.01, 5907.01
5907. 02, 5907.022, 5907.023, 5907.03, 5907.04, 5907.11, 5907.12,
5907. 13, 5907. 141, and 5910.02 of the Revised Code are hereby

repeal ed.

Section 3. That section 5902. 05 of the Revised Code is hereby

repeal ed.

Section 4. Chapter 5902. of the Revised Code shall be known

as "Departnent of Veterans Services."

Section 5. On the effective date of this section, the
Governor's Ofice of Veterans Affairs is abolished and its
functions, and its assets and liabilities, are transferred to the
Departnent of Veterans Services. The Departnent of Veterans
Services is successor to, assunmes the obligations and authority
of , and ot herw se continues the Governor's O fice of Veterans
Affairs. No right, privilege, or renedy, and no duty, liability,
or obligation, accrued under the Governor's Ofice of Veterans
Affairs is inpaired or lost by reason of the transfer and shall be

recogni zed, adm ni stered, performed, or enforced by the Departnent
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of Veterans Services.

Busi ness conmenced but not conpleted by the Governor's Ofice
of Veterans Affairs or by the Director of the Governor's Ofice of
Veterans Affairs shall be conpleted by the Departnent of Veterans
Services or the Director of Veterans Services in the same manner,
and with the sanme effect, as if conpleted by the Governor's Ofice
of Veterans Affairs or the Director of the Governor's O fice of

Vet erans Affairs.

All the rules, orders, and determ nations of the Governor's
Ofice of Veterans Affairs continue in effect as rules, orders,
and determ nations of the Departnment of Veterans Services, until
nodi fied or rescinded by the Departnment of Veterans Services. If
necessary to ensure the integrity of the nunbering of the
Adm ni strative Code, the Director of the Legislative Service
Conmi ssion shall renunber the rules of the Governor's Ofice of
Veterans Affairs to reflect their transfer to the Departnent of

Vet er ans Servi ces.

Subj ect to the layoff provisions of sections 124.321 to
124,382 of the Revised Code, all enployees of the Governor's
Ofice of Veterans Affairs are transferred to the Departnent of
Vet erans Services and retain their positions and all benefits

accrui ng thereto.

The Director of Budget and Managenent shall determ ne the
anount of unexpended bal ances in the appropriation accounts that
pertain to the Governor's Ofice of Veterans Affairs and shal
recommend to the Controlling Board their transfer to appropriation
accounts that pertain to the Departnent of Veterans Services. The
Director of the Governor's O fice of Veterans Affairs shal
provide full and tinmely information to the Controlling Board to

facilitate the transfer

Whenever the CGovernor's O fice of Veterans Affairs or the
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Director of the Governor's Ofice of Veterans Affairs is referred
toin a statute, contract, or other instrunent, the reference is

deened to refer to the Departnent of Veterans Services or to the

Director of Veterans Services, whichever is appropriate in

cont ext .

No pendi ng action or proceeding being prosecuted or defended
in court or before an agency by the Governor's Ofice of Veterans
Affairs or the Director of the Governor's Ofice of Veterans
Affairs is affected by the transfer and shall be prosecuted or
defended in the nanme of Departnment of Veterans Services or the
Director of Veterans Services, whichever is appropriate. Upon
application to the court or agency, the Departnent of Veterans
Services or the Director of Veterans Services shall be substituted

as a party.

Section 6. On the effective date of this section, the OChio
Vet erans' Honme Agency is abolished and its functions, and its
assets and liabilities, are transferred to the Departnent of
Vet erans Services. The Departnment of Veterans Services is
successor to, assunmes the obligations and authority of, and
ot herwi se continues the Chio Veterans' Home Agency. No right,
privilege, or renmedy, and no duty, liability, or obligation
accrued under the Chio Veterans' Hone Agency is inpaired or |ost
by reason of the transfer and shall be recognized, adm nistered,

perforned, or enforced by the Departnent of Veterans Services.

Busi ness conmenced but not conpleted by the Chio Veterans'
Home Agency or its Board of Trustees shall be conpleted by the
Departnent of Veterans Services or the Director of Veterans
Services in the sane manner, and with the sane effect, as if
conpl eted by the Chio Veterans' Hone Agency or its Board of

Tr ust ees.

Al the rules, orders, and determ nations of the Chio

Vet erans' Hone Agency or its Board of Trustees continue in effect
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as rules, orders, and deterninations of the Departnent of Veterans
Services, until nodified or rescinded by the Departnent of

Vet erans Services. |f necessary to ensure the integrity of the
nunmbering of the Administrative Code, the Director of the
Legi sl ati ve Service Conmm ssion shall renunber the rules of the
Ohi o Veterans' Home Agency or its Board of Trustees to reflect

their transfer to the Departnment of Veterans Servi ces.

Subj ect to the layoff provisions of sections 124.321 to
124. 382 of the Revised Code, all enployees of the Chio Veterans'
Hone Agency are transferred to the Departnment of Veterans Services

and retain their positions and all benefits accruing thereto.

The Director of Budget and Managenent shall determ ne the
amount of unexpended bal ances in the appropriation accounts that
pertain to the Ohio Veterans' Home Agency and shall recomrend to
the Controlling Board their transfer to appropriation accounts
that pertain to the Departnent of Veterans Services. The Board of
Trustees of the Ohio Veterans' Hone Agency shall provide full and
timely information to the Controlling Board to facilitate the

transfer.

VWhenever the GChio Veterans' Hone Agency or its Board of
Trustees is referred to in a statute, contract, or other
instrunent, the reference is deened to refer to the Departnent of
Vet erans Services or to the Director of Veterans Services,

whi chever is appropriate in context.

No pendi ng action or proceeding being prosecuted or defended
in court or before an agency by the Chio Veterans' Hone Agency or
its Board of Trustees is affected by the transfer and shall be
prosecuted or defended in the nanme of the Departnent of Veterans
Services or the Director of Veterans Services, whichever is
appropriate. Upon application to the court or agency, the
Departnent of Veterans Services or the Director of Veterans

Services shall be substituted as a party.
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