As Introduced

127th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 337

2007-2008

Senator Wagoner

Cosponsors: Senators Austria, Cafaro, Coughlin, Miller, D., Padgett,

Schuring

A BILL

To enact sections 5111.0210 and 5111. 0211 of the
Revi sed Code to nodify the Medicaid programs
rei mbursement rate for nedical transportation

servi ces.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 5111.0210 and 5111. 0211 of the

Revi sed Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 5111.0210. (A) As used in this section and section
5111. 0211 of the Revi sed Code:

"Fiscal bienniunt neans a period of time beqginning the first

day of July of an odd-nunbered cal endar year and endi ng the | ast

day of June of the next odd-nunbered cal endar year.

"Medical transportation services" neans the services of a

| and anmbul ance, air anbul ance, or anbul ette provider.

"Respond but not transport service" nmeans the service of a

| and anbul ance, air anbul ance, or anbulette provider responding to

a nedicaid recipient's energency sSituation and treating the

reci pient but not transporting the recipient.
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(B) The director of job and fanily services shall adopt rules

under section 5111.02 of the Revised Code governing the nedicaid

programi s coverage of nedical transportation services. The rules

shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Provide for the nedicaid programto cover the respond but

not transport service as part of nedical transportation services:;

(2) Include a nechanism by which the nedicaid program s

rei nbursenent rate for nedical transportation services is adjusted

each fiscal biennium

(3) Beqginning not later than July 1, 2011, set the

rei nbursenent rate for each nedical transportation service that is

al so covered by the nedicare program at an anpunt equal to at

| east eighty per cent of the nedicare reinbursenent rate for the

service;

(4) Beqinning not later than July 1, 2011, set the

rei nbursenent rate for each nedical transportation service that is

not al so covered by the nedicare program at an anmount equal to at

| east the average of the nedicaid reinbursenent rates for nedica

transportation services that are also covered by the nedicare

rogram

Sec. 5111.0211. (A) There is hereby created the Ghi o nedicaid

transportation provider advisory council. The council shal

consi st of the foll owi ng nenbers:

(1) Three representatives of the Chi o anmbul ance and nedi cal

transportation association. appointed by the governor from

recommendati ons the association nakes to the governor

(2) Two representatives of the work unit within the

departnent of job and famly services primarily responsible for

the adm nistration of the nedicaid program appointed by the

director of job and fam ly services;
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(3) One representative of the Chio nedical transportation

board, appoi nted by the board;

(4) The auditor of state or the auditor's designee.

(B) Each nenber of the Ohio nedicaid transportation provider

advi sory council appointed to the board pursuant to divisions

(A) (1) to (3) of this section shall serve a termof four vears.

Oiginal appointnents shall be made not |ater than ninety days

after the effective date of this section. Each nenber shall hold

office fromthe date of appointnment until the end of the termfor

whi ch the nenber was appoi nted. Menbers nay be reappoi nt ed.

Vacancies shall be filled in the manner provided for origina

appoi ntments. Any nenber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring

before the expiration date of the termfor which the nenber's

pr edecessor was appointed shall hold office as a nenber for the

remai nder of that term A nenber shall continue in office

subsequent to the expiration date of the nenber's termuntil the

nenber's successor takes office or until a period of sixty days

has el apsed, whi chever occurs first.

(Q Al nmenbers of the council shall serve w thout

conpensation or reinbursenent., except as serving on the council is

considered part of their usual job duties.

(D) The nenbers of the council shall elect one of the nenbers

of the council to serve as the council's chairperson for a

two-year term The chairperson nay be reel ected to successive

terns.

(E) The nenber of the Ohio nedicaid transportation provider

advi sory council who represents the Chio nedical transportation

board shall call the council to neet the first tine. The

chai rperson of the council shall call the council to subsequent

neetings. The council shall neet at | east once every two vears and

at other tines requested by the director of job and famly
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services or the chief of the work unit within the departnent of

job and famly services prinarily responsible for the

adm nistration of the nedicaid program At its neetings., the

council shall exani ne whether the nedicaid programis reinbursenent

rate for nedical transportation services is sufficient to ensure

that nmedicaid recipients have access to safe and efficient nedical

transportation services. In making the exanm nation, the counci

may consi der both of the follow ng:

(1) Whether the reinbursenent rate in effect at the tinme of

the exam nation conplies with federal and state | aws governi ng the

nedi cai d program and adequately covers providers' costs of

providing the services:;

(2) The change in the followi ng since the last tine the

nedi caid programis rei nbursenent for nedical transportation

servi ces was adj usted:

(a) The consuner price index;

(b) The average price of fuel

(c) The average cost of workers' conpensation and insurance

for medical liability, autonobiles., and other business nmatters:

(d) The cost to purchase or | ease nedical transport vehicles

and ot her necessary nedical supplies:

(e) O her economic indicators the council deens worthy to

consi der.

(F) The Ohio nedicaid transportation provider advisory

council shall provide the director of job and famly services with

recommendati ons regarding the nmedicaid programi s rei nbursenent

rate for nedical transportation services. The director nay

consider the council's recommendati ons when adjusting the nedicaid

programli s rei nbursenent for nedical transportation services for a

fiscal bienniumin rules adopted under section 5111.02 of the
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Revi sed Code.

(G The departnent of job and family services shall provide

the Ohio nedicaid transportation provider advisory council with

accommopdations for the council to hold its neetings and shal

provide the council with other adnministrative assistance that the

council needs to performits duties.

Section 2. As used in this section, "nmedical transportation
services" nmeans the services of a |l and anbul ance, air anbul ance,

or anbul ette provider

The Medicaid program shall increase its reinbursenent rate
for medical transportation services not |later than ninety days
after the effective date of this section. The Director of Job and
Fam |y Services shall anend the Medicaid programi s rul es adopted
under section 5111.02 of the Revised Code as necessary to

acconplish this increase.
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