As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 347
2007-2008

Senator Kearney

Cosponsors: Senators Roberts, Smith, Morano

A BILL

To amend section 1333.99 and to enact section 1333.58
of the Revised Code to regul ate the sale of
entertai nnment, sporting, or amusenent event

tickets.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1333.99 be anended and section

1333. 58 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 1333.58. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Event provider" neans an artist, entertainer, pronoter,

team | eaque, or venue, or any agent thereof.

(2) "Season ticket" neans a ticket or tickets of adni ssion,

to any series of entertainnent., sporting, or anmusenment events,

whi ch grants the holder admi ssion to five or nore such events over

a defined period of tine.

(B) An event provider shall have printed on each ticket of

adni ssion to any entertainnent. sporting, or anmusenent event. in

conspi cuous type, the price of the ticket. No person shall sell,

resell, or offer to sell or resell such ticket at a price in

excess of the price printed on the ticket, plus a reasonable
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order -processing fee and | awful taxes.

(C) Except as provided for in division (D) of this section,

no event provider shall withhold frompublic sale, or distribute

to any person or organization in a nmanner that prevents such

tickets frombeing available for public purchase, nore than

one-fourth the total aquantity of tickets of admission to, or for a

seat _at, any entertainnent, sporting., or amusenent event.

(D) No event provider shall withhold frompublic sale, or

distribute to any person or organi zation in a nmanner that prevents

such tickets frombeing avail able for public purchase, npre than

one-half the total quantity of season tickets that will be nade

avail able for purchase. Any ticket for an individua

entertai nment., sporting, or anusenment event that is withheld from

public sale to be sold as part of a season ticket, which is not

subsequently sold as part of a season ticket, nust be nmde

avai |l abl e for purchase fromthe public.

(E) No event provider, or enployee or agent of an event

provider, shall accept conpensation of any kind froma person in

exchange for providing a person with the opportunity to purchase

or acquire a ticket of adnission to any entertai nnent, sporting,

or _anusenent event prior to such tickets of adm ssion beconing

avail able for public purchase, or in a manner that prevents such

tickets frombeing available for public purchase. A quantity of

tickets not to exceed one-fourth the total quantity of tickets of

admi ssion to, or for a seat at, an individual entertai nnent,

sporting. or anusenment event, and a quantity of season tickets not

to exceed one-half the total quantity of season tickets, which

pursuant to divisions (C and (D) of this section nay be withheld

frompublic sale or distributed to a person or organization, are

exenpt fromthe prohibition of this division

(F) This section does not apply to any event at a public or

nonpublic primary or secondary school or educational institution
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to any event at a public or nonpublic institution of higher

education, or any event for which less than five hundred tickets,

or _any other evidence of right of adm ssion, are offered for sale.

Sec. 1333.99. (A) Woever violates sections 1333.01 to

1333.04 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor m sdeneanor.

(B) Whoever violates section 1333.12 of the Revised Code is

guilty of a misdeneanor of the fourth degree.

(O Whoever violates section 1333.36 of the Revised Code is

guilty of a nisdenmeanor of the third degree.

(D) A prosecuting attorney may file an action to restrain any
person found in violation of section 1333.36 of the Revised Code.
Upon the filing of such an action, the common pleas court may
recei ve evidence of such violation and forthwith grant a tenporary
restraining order as nay be prayed for, pending a hearing on the

nmerits of said cause

(E) Whoever violates division (A (1) of section 1333.52 or
section 1333.81 of the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdeneanor of

the first degree.

(F) Wioever violates division (A)(2) or (B) of section
1333.52 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdeneanor of the

second degr ee.

(G Except as otherwi se provided in this division, whoever
vi ol ates section 1333.92 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
m sdenmeanor of the first degree. If the value of the conpensation
is five hundred dollars or nore and | ess than five thousand
dol | ars, whoever violates section 1333.92 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a felony of the fifth degree. If the value of the
conpensation is five thousand dollars or nore and | ess than one

hundred t housand dol | ars, whoever violates section 1333.92 of the
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Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth degree. If the
val ue of the conpensation is one hundred thousand dollars or nore,
whoever viol ates section 1333.92 of the Revised Code is guilty of
a felony of the third degree.

(H Whoever violates section 1333.58 of the Revised Code is

quilty of a felony of the fifth deagree.

Section 2. That existing section 1333.99 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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