As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 43
2007-2008

Senator Carey

Cosponsors: Senators Clancy, Amstutz

A BILL

To anend sections 4765.01, 4765.11, 4765.28, 4765. 29,
4765. 30, 4765.43, 4765.50, and 4765.99 of the
Revi sed Code to nodify the anmbul ance staffing and
personnel certification requirenents for energency

medi cal service organi zati ons that use vol unt eers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4765.01, 4765.11, 4765.28, 4765. 29,
4765. 30, 4765.43, 4765.50, and 4765.99 of the Revised Code be

amended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4765.01. As used in this chapter:

(A) "First responder" neans an individual who holds a
current, valid certificate i ssued under section 4765.30 of the

Revi sed Code to practice as a first responder.

(B) "Enmergency nedical technician-basic" or "EM-basic" means
an individual who holds a current, valid certificate issued under
section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to practice as an emnergency

medi cal technici an-basi c.

(O "Energency nedical technician-internediate" or "EM-1"

means an i ndividual who holds a current, valid certificate issued
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under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to practice as an

energency nedi cal technician-internedi ate.

(D) "Energency nedi cal technician-paranedic" or "paranedic"
nmeans an i ndi vidual who holds a current, valid certificate issued
under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code to practice as an

ener gency nedi cal technician-paranedic.

(E) "Anbul ance" neans any notor vehicle that is used, or is
i ntended to be used, for the purpose of responding to energency
nmedi cal situations, transporting energency patients, and
admi ni stering emergency nedical service to patients before,

during, or after transportation.

(F) "Cardiac nmonitoring" neans a procedure used for the
pur pose of observing and docunenting the rate and rhythm of a
patient's heart by attaching electrical |eads from an
el ectrocardi ograph nonitor to certain points on the patient's body

sur f ace.

(G "Energency nedical service" neans any of the services
described in sections 4765.35, 4765.37, 4765.38, and 4765. 39 of
the Revised Code that are perforned by first responders, energency
medi cal technicians-basic, energency nedical
technici ans-internedi ate, and paramedi cs. "Emergency nedi cal
service" includes such services perfornmed before or during any
transport of a patient, including transports between hospitals and

transports to and from helicopters.

(H "Enmergency nedical service organization"” nmeans a public

or private organi zation using first responders, EMIs-basic,

EMIs-1, or paranmedics, or a conbination of first responders,
EMIs- basi c, EMIs-1, and paranedics, to provide energency mnedi cal
servi ces.

(1) "Substantially volunteer energency nedical service

organi zati on" neans an energency nedical service organi zation that
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uses only volunteer first responders, volunteer EMIs-basic,

volunteer EMIs-1, or vol unteer paranedics, or _a conbination of

such volunteers, for fifty per cent or nore of the tine during any

seven-day period in which the organi zati on makes energency nedi cal

services available to the public.

(J) "Physician" nmeans an individual who holds a current,
valid certificate issued under Chapter 4731. of the Revi sed Code
aut hori zing the practice of nedicine and surgery or osteopathic

nmedi ci ne and surgery.

3H-(K) "Registered nurse" neans an individual who holds a
current, valid license issued under Chapter 4723. of the Revised

Code authorizing the practice of nursing as a registered nurse.

(L) "Volunteer" nmeans a person who provides services
either for no conpensation or for conpensation that does not
exceed the actual expenses incurred in providing the services or

in training to provide the services.

5-(M "Emergency nedical service personnel"” means first
responders, energency mnedi cal service technicians-basic, emergency
medi cal service technicians-internedi ate, energency nedical
servi ce technicians-paranedi c, and persons who provi de nedical

direction to such persons.

M-(N) "Hospital" has the same nmeaning as in section 3727.01
of the Revi sed Code.

N-(O "Trauma" or "traumatic injury" neans severe danage to
or destruction of tissue that satisfies both of the foll ow ng

condi ti ons:
(1) It creates a significant risk of any of the foll ow ng:
(a) Loss of life;
(b) Loss of a linb;

(c) Significant, permanent disfigurenent;
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(d) Significant, permanent disability.
(2) It is caused by any of the follow ng:
(a) Blunt or penetrating injury;

(b) Exposure to el ectronagnetic, chenical, or radioactive

energy;
(c) Drowning, suffocation, or strangul ation
(d) A deficit or excess of heat.

{O-(P) "Trauma victinm or "trauma patient” nmeans a person who

has sustained a traumatic injury.

&-(Q "Trauma care" neans the assessnent, diagnosis,
transportation, treatnent, or rehabilitation of a traunma victim by
energency nedi cal service personnel or by a physician, nurse,
physi ci an assistant, respiratory therapist, physical therapist,
chiropractor, occupational therapist, speech-language pathol ogi st,
audi ol ogi st, or psychologist |licensed to practice as such in this

state or another jurisdiction
(R "Trauma center" neans all of the follow ng:

(1) Any hospital that is verified by the American coll ege of

surgeons as an adult or pediatric trauma center;

(2) Any hospital that is operating as an adult or pediatric
trauma center under provisional status pursuant to section
3727. 101 of the Revised Code;

(3) Until Decenber 31, 2004, any hospital in this state that
is designated by the director of health as a level Il pediatric

trauma center under section 3727.081 of the Revised Code;

(4) Any hospital in another state that is licensed or
desi gnated under the laws of that state as capable of providing
specialized traunma care appropriate to the nmedical needs of the

trauma patient.

Page 4

80
81
82

83
84

85
86

87
88

89

91
92
93
94
95

96

97
98

99
100
101

102
103
104

105
106
107
108



S. B. No. 43
As Introduced

R-(S) "Pediatric" neans involving a patient who is |less than

si xteen years of age.

£SH(T) "Adult" neans involving a patient who is not a

pediatric patient.

H-(U) "Ceriatric" neans involving a patient who is at | east
seventy years old or exhibits significant anatom cal or

physi ol ogi cal characteristics associated with advanced agi ng.

(V) "Air nedical organi zation" neans an organi zation that
provi des energency nedi cal services, or transports energency

victins, by means of fixed or rotary wing aircraft.

A9(W "Energency care" and "emergency facility" have the

same neanings as in section 3727.01 of the Revised Code.

A(X) "Stabilize," except as it is used in division (B) of
section 4765.35 of the Revised Code with respect to the manual
stabilization of fractures, has the sane neaning as in section
1753. 28 of the Revised Code.

£9(Y) "Transfer” has the same neaning as in section 1753. 28
of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.11. (A) The state board of emergency nedica
servi ces shall adopt, and may amend and rescind, rules in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and division (O

of this section that establish all of the follow ng:

(1) Procedures for its governance and the control of its

actions and business affairs;

(2) Standards for the performance of energency nedica
services by first responders, energency nedical technicians-basic,
enmer gency nedi cal technicians-internedi ate, and energency nedi cal

t echni ci ans- par anedi c;

(3) Application fees for certificates of accreditation,
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certificates of approval, certificates to teach, and certificates
to practice, which shall be deposited into the traum and
energency nedi cal services fund created in section 4513.263 of the
Revi sed Code;

(4) Criteria for determ ning when the application or renewa
fee for a certificate to practice may be waived because an

applicant cannot afford to pay the fee;

(5) Procedures for issuance and renewal of certificates of
accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,
and certificates to practice, including any procedures necessary
to ensure that adequate notice of renewal is provided in
accordance with division {B-(E) of section 4765.30 of the Revised
Code;

(6) Procedures for suspending or revoking certificates of
accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,

and certificates to practice;

(7) Grounds for suspension or revocation of a certificate to
practice issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code and for
taki ng any other disciplinary action against a first responder,

EMT- basi c, EMI-1, or paranedic;

(8) Procedures for taking disciplinary action against a first

responder, EMI-basic, EMI-1, or paranedic;

(9) Standards for certificates of accreditation and

certificates of approval, except that the board shall not adopt

rules that establish as a condition for receipt of the

certificates a requirenent that the energency nedical services

training program or continuing educati on program adm nister _all or

part of the exam nations offered by a national exan nhation entity,

including the national reqgistry of energency nedical technicians;

(10) Qualifications for certificates to teach;
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(11) Requirenents for a certificate to practice;

(12) The curricula, nunmber of hours of instruction and
training, and instructional naterials to be used in adult and
pedi atri c energency nedical services training prograns and adult
and pedi atric enmergency nedi cal services continuing education

progr ans;

(13) Procedures for conducting courses in recognizing
synptons of life-threatening allergic reactions and in calcul ating
proper dosage |levels and adm nistering injections of epinephrine
to adult and pediatric patients who suffer |ife-threatening

al l ergic reactions;

(14) Exam nations for issuing certificates to practice by

exam nation

(15) Procedures for adm nistering exam nations for

certificates to practice by exam nation

(16) Procedures for approving exam nations that denonstrate
conmpetence to have a certificate to practice renewed w t hout
conmpl eting an emergency nedi cal services continuing education

progr am

(17) Procedures for granting extensions and exenptions of

ener gency medi cal services continuing education requirenents;

(18) Procedures for approving the additional energency
medi cal services first responders are authorized by division (O
of section 4765.35 of the Revised Code to perform EMIs-basic are
aut hori zed by division (C of section 4765.37 of the Revised Code
to perform EMIs-1 are authorized by division (B)(5) of section
4765. 38 of the Revised Code to perform and paranedics are
aut hori zed by division (B)(6) of section 4765.39 of the Revised
Code to perform

(19) Standards and procedures for inplenenting the
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requi rements of section 4765.06 of the Revised Code, including
desi gnations of the persons who are required to report information

to the board and the types of information to be reported;

(20) Procedures for administering the emergency nedica
services grant program established under section 4765.07 of the
Revi sed Code;

(21) Procedures consistent with Chapter 119. of the Revised

Code for appealing decisions of the board;

(22) M ninmum qualifications and peer review and quality
i mprovenment requirenents for persons who provide nedical direction

to enmergency nedi cal service personnel

(23) The manner in which a patient, or a patient's parent,
guardi an, or custodi an may consent to the board rel easing
identifying information about the patient under division (D) of
section 4765.102 of the Revi sed Code;

(24) Gircunstances under which a training program or
conti nui ng education program or portion of either type of
program may be taught by a person who does not hold a certificate

to teach i ssued under section 4765.23 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) The board may adopt, and may anmend and rescind, rules in
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and division (O

of this section that establish the foll ow ng:

(1) Specifications of information that may be col |l ected under
the trauma systemregi stry and incidence reporting system created
under section 4765.06 of the Revised Code;

(2) Standards and procedures for inplenenting any of the
reconmendati ons made by any committees of the board or under
section 4765.57 of the Revi sed Code;

(3) Requirenents that a person nust neet to receive a

certificate to practice as a first responder pursuant to division
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A-(B)(2) of section 4765.30 of the Revised Code;
(4) Any other rules necessary to inplenent this chapter.

(O In devel oping and admini stering rules adopted under this
chapter, the state board of energency nedi cal services shal
consult with regional directors and regional physician advisory
boards created by section 4765.05 of the Revised Code and

enphasi ze the special needs of pediatric and geriatric patients.

(D) Except as otherwi se provided in this division, before
adopting, anmendi ng, or rescinding any rule under this chapter, the
board shall subnit the proposed rule to the director of public
safety for review The director nmay review the proposed rule for
not nore than sixty days after the date it is submitted. If,
within this sixty-day period, the director approves the proposed
rule or does not notify the board that the rule is disapproved,
the board may adopt, anmend, or rescind the rule as proposed. If,
within this sixty-day period, the director notifies the board that
the proposed rule is disapproved, the board shall not adopt,
anmend, or rescind the rule as proposed unless at |east twelve

nmenbers of the board vote to adopt, anmend, or rescind it.

This division does not apply to an energency rule adopted in

accordance with section 119.03 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4765.28. A person seeking a certificate to practice as a
first responder, emergency nedical technician-basic, energency
nmedi cal technician-internedi ate, or energency nedical
techni ci an- paranedi c shall submt a conpleted application for
certification to the state board of energency nedical services on
a formthe board shall prescribe and furnish. BExeept—as—provided
. i visi By of . _ e ) . I le—the The

applicant shall specify whether the application is being subnitted

for a certificate to practice by exam nation or a certificate to

practice w thout exanination, as provided in division (A of
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section 4765.30 of the Revi sed Code.

The application shall include evidence that the applicant
received the appropriate certificate of conpletion pursuant to
section 4765.24 of the Revised Code. Fhe An applicant for a

certificate to practice by exam nation who is directed to conplete

a specific portion of an energency nedical services training

prodgram pursuant to division (B)(2) of section 4765.29 of the

Revi sed Code is not required to resubmt evidence of receiving a

certificate of conpletion, but shall submt satisfactory proof

that the portion of the program has been successfully conpl eted

before being pernmtted to take the exam nation

The application shall be acconpani ed by the appropriate
application fee established in rules adopted under section 4765.11
of the Revi sed Code, unless the board wai ves the fee on
determ ni ng pursuant to those rules that the applicant cannot

afford to pay the fee.

Sec. 4765.29. (A) The state board of emergency nedica

services shall provide for the exam nation of applicants for

certification certificates to practice as jssued by exanination to
first responders, energency nedical technicians-basic, energency
nmedi cal technicians-internediate, and emergency nedi cal

techni ci ans- paranedi c. The exani nations shall be established by
the board in rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. The board may adm nister the exam nations or contract with
ot her persons to adm nister the exam nations. In either case, the
exam nations shall be adm nistered pursuant to procedures
established in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code and shall be offered at various locations in the state

sel ected by the board.

(B) (1) Except as provided in division (B)(2) of this section,

an applicant shall not be pernitted to take an exanination for the
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sanme certificate to practice nore than three tinmes since | ast
receiving the certificate of conpletion pursuant to section

4765. 24 of the Revised Code that qualifies the applicant to take
the exani nation unless the applicant receives another certificate
of conpletion that qualifies the applicant to take the

exam nation

ByX(2) On request of an applicant who fails three
exam nations for the sane certificate to practice, the board nay
direct the applicant to conplete a specific portion of an
accredi ted energency nedi cal services training program |f the
appl i cant provides satisfactory proof to the board that the
appl i cant has successfully conpleted that portion of the program

the applicant shall be pernitted to take the exam nation

Sec. 4765.30. (A) The state board of energency nedica
services shall issue certificates to practice by exam nation, as
provi ded for under section 4765.29 of the Revised Code, and

certificates to practice wi thout such exam nation. A certificate

to practice issued by exam nation authorizes the holder to

practice for any energency nedical service organization. A

certificate to practice i ssued without exam nation authorizes the

hol der to practice only as a volunteer and only for a

substantially vol unteer energency nedical service organi zation

Wien a certificate to practice is issued w thout exam nation,

the board shall include on the certificate a statenent specifying

that the certificate has been issued w thout exam nation. The

statenent shall be included on each renewed or repl aced

certificate to practice that is issued to the hol der

(B)(1) The state board of energency nedical services shal
issue a certificate to practice as a first responder to an

appl i cant who neets all of the foll owi ng conditions:

(a) Except as provided in division (A(B)(2) of this section,
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is a volunteer for a nonprofit emergency nedical service

organi zation or a nonprofit fire departnent;

(b) Holds the appropriate certificate of conpletion issued in

accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(c) Passes the appropriate first responder exam nation
conductedunder provided in accordance with section 4765.29 of the

Revi sed Code, if the applicant is applving for certificate to

practice by exam nation;

(d) I's not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;

(e) Meets any other certification requirenments established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(2) The board may waive the requirenment to be a volunteer for
a nonprofit entity if the applicant neets other requirenents
established in rul es adopted under division (B)(3) of section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code relative to a person's eligibility to

practice as a first responder.

BX(C) The state board of energency nedi cal services shal
issue a certificate to practice as an energency nedi cal
techni ci an-basic to an applicant who neets all of the follow ng

condi ti ons:

(1) Holds a certificate of conpletion in energency nedical
services training-basic issued in accordance with section 4765. 24
of the Revi sed Code;

(2) Passes the EMI-basic exam nation fer—erergency—redical
techni-etans—basi-c—econducted—under provided in accordance with

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code, if the applicant i s applying

for certificate to practice by exani nation

(3) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;
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(4) Meets any other certification requirenents established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revi sed Code.

{S-(D) The state board of energency nedi cal services shal
issue a certificate to practice as an emergency nedi cal
techni ci an-i ntermedi ate or energency nedi cal technician-paranedic

to an applicant who neets all of the follow ng conditions:

(1) Holds a certificate to practice as an energency medi cal

t echni ci an- basi c;

(2) Holds the appropriate certificate of conpletion issued in

accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(3) Passes the appropriate EMI-1 or paranedi c examni nation
conducted—under, whichever is applicable to the applicant,

provided in accordance with section 4765.29 of the Revised Code,

if the applicant is applying for certificate to practice by

exani nati on

(4) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;

(5) Meets any other certification requirenments established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revi sed Code.

BH(E)(1) Acertificate to practice is valid for three years
and may be renewed by the board pursuant to procedures established
in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. Net

(2) Not later than sixty days prior to the expiration date of
an individual's certificate to practice, the board shall notify
t he individual of the schedul ed expiration and furnish an

application for renewal

(3) An application for renewal shall be acconpani ed by the
appropriate renewal fee established in rules adopted under section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code, unless the board wai ves the fee on

determ ni ng pursuant to those rules that the applicant cannot
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afford to pay the fee. Except as provided in division (B) of
section 4765.31 of the Revised Code, the application shall include

evi dence of either of the follow ng:

H-(a) That the applicant received a certificate of
compl etion fromthe appropriate energency nedi cal services
conti nui ng educati on program pursuant to section 4765.24 of the
Revi sed Code;

23(b) That the applicant has successfully passed an
exam nation that denonstrates the conpetence to have a certificate
renewed without conpleting an enmergency nedi cal services
conti nui ng educati on program The board shall approve such
exam nations in accordance with rul es adopted under section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code.

B-(4) The board shall not require an applicant for renewal
of a certificate to practice to take an exam nation as a condition
of renewing the certificate. Fhis—division Division (E)(4) of this

section does not preclude the use of exam nations by operators of
approved energency nedi cal services continuing education prograns
as a condition for issuance of a certificate of conpletion in

energency nedi cal services continuing education

Sec. 4765.43. (A) A person who drives an anbul ance that is
equi pped for energency nedical services- is not required by this

chapter to be certified as an a first responder, energency nedi cal

t echni ci an- basi ¢, energency nedi cal technician-internmedi ate, or

energency nedi cal technician-paranedic.

(B) During each energency run nmade by an anbul ance that is
equi pped for energency nedical services and is operated by an
energency medi cal service organi zati on that—dees—not—utitize—-any
voeluhteer—enrergency—redical—service—providers, the anmbul ance shall

be staffed as foll ows:
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(1) If the energency run occurs during a period in which the

organi zation is using one or nore energency nedical services

personnel who are paid to staff the anbul ance, the anbul ance shal

be staffed throughout the energency run by at |east two

EMTs- basic, EMIs-1, or paranedics. At

(2) If the energency run occurs during a period in which the

organi zation is using only volunteers to staff the anbul ance, the

anbul ance shall be staffed, at any tine a patient is being

transported in an the ambul ance thatis—egquippedforenergency
i eal . w W i cal .
. . I L1 | i cal .

basi-c. ’ i cs. L] I . i
erergency—fun—the—anbulance—shall—be-staffed, by at | east one
first responder and at |east one EMI-basic, EMI-1, or paranedic.
\When

(C) Wien an anbul ance is se staffed in accordance with

division (B) of this section, it nay be driven by a any person who

i s not—certifiedas—anEMbasic—EM-—or paranedic at | east

ei ght een vears of age.

Sec. 4765.50. (A)(1) Except as provided in division (D) of
this section, no person shall represent that the person is a first
responder, an energency nedi cal technician-basic or EMI-basic, an
energency nedi cal technician-internmediate or EMI-1, or an
enmer gency nedi cal technician-paranmedi c or paranedic unl ess

appropriately certified under section 4765.30 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) No person who holds a certificate to practice issued

wi t hout exani nation pursuant to division (A of section 4765.30 of

the Revised Code shall provide energency nedical services except

as _a volunteer for a substantially volunteer energency nedical

service organi zation
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(B)(1) No person shall operate an energency nedical services
training programw thout a certificate of accreditation issued
under section 4765.17 of the Revised Code.

(2) No person shall operate an energency nedical services
continui ng education programw thout a certificate of approval
i ssued under section 4765.17 of the Revised Code.

(C© No public or private entity shall advertise or
di sseminate information | eading the public to believe that the
entity is an energency nedi cal service organization, unless that

entity actually provides energency nedical services.

(D) A person who is performng the functions of a first
responder, EMI-basic, EMI-1, or paranedi c under the authority of
the laws of a jurisdiction other than this state, who is enpl oyed
by or serves as a volunteer with an energency nedical service
organi zation based in that state, and provi des energency nedi cal
services to or transportation of a patient in this state is not in
violation of division (A (1) or (2) of this section.

A person who is performng the functions of a first
responder, EMI-basic, EMI-1, or paranedi c under a reciprocal
agreenent authorized by section 4765.10 of the Revised Code is not
in violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this section.

(E) On and after Novenber 3, 2002, no physician shal

purposefully do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Adnmit an adult trauna patient to a hospital that is not
an adult trauma center for the purpose of providing adult trauma

care;

(2) Admt a pediatric trauma patient to a hospital that is
not a pediatric traunma center for the purpose of providing

pediatric trauma care;

(3) Fail to transfer an adult or pediatric traunma patient to
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an adult or pediatric trauma center in accordance with applicable
federal law, state law, and adult or pediatric traum protocols
and patient transfer agreenents adopted under section 3727.09 of
the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 4765.99. \Woever violates division (A) (1),
(A((2),(B)(1), (B)(2), or (O of section 4765.50 of the Revised

Code is guilty of a mnor nmisdeneanor on a first offense. On each

subsequent offense, such person is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the

fourth degree.

Section 2. That existing sections 4765.01, 4765.11, 4765. 28,
4765.29, 4765.30, 4765.43, 4765.50, and 4765.99 of the Revised

Code are hereby repeal ed.
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