As Introduced

127th General Assembly

Regular Session S.B. No. 75

2007-2008

Senator Miller, R.

Cosponsors: Senators Smith, Mason

A BILL

To anend sections 1517.11, 1531.26, 5101.98, and
5747.113 and to enact section 3701.032 of the
Revi sed Code to allow taxpayers to contribute to
the Anerican Di abetes Association through their

i ncome tax return

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1517.11, 1531.26, 5101.98, and
5747. 113 be anended and section 3701. 032 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 1517.11. There is hereby created in the state treasury
the natural areas and preserves fund, which shall consist of
noneys transferred into it under section 5747.113 of the Revised

Code and of contributions nmade directly to it. Any person may

contribute directly to the fund in addition to or independently of

the inconme tax refund contribution systemestablished in that

secti on.

Moneys in the fund shall be disbursed pursuant to vouchers
approved by the director of natural resources for use by the
di vision of natural areas and preserves solely for the follow ng

pur poses:
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(A) The acquisition of new or expanded natural areas, nature

preserves, and wild, scenic, and recreational river areas;

(B) Facility devel opnent in natural areas, nature preserves,

and wild, scenic, and recreational river areas;

(C Special projects, including, but not limted to,
bi ol ogi cal inventories, research grants, and the production of
interpretive naterial related to natural areas, nature preserves,

and wi |l d, scenic, and recreational river areas.

Moneys appropriated fromthe fund shall not be used to fund
sal ari es of permanent enpl oyees, adninistrative costs, or routine

mai nt enance.

Al'l investnment earnings of the fund shall be credited to the
fund.

Sec. 1531.26. There is hereby created in the state treasury
the nongane and endangered wildlife fund, which shall consist of
noneys paid into it by the tax comn ssioner under section 5747.113
of the Revised Code, noneys deposited in the fund fromthe
i ssuance of wildlife conservation |Iicense plates under section
4503. 57 of the Revised Code, noneys deposited in the fund fromthe
i ssuance of bald eagle |license plates under section 4503.572 of
the Revised Code, noneys credited to the fund under section
1533. 151 of the Revised Code, and contributions made directly to
it. Any person may contribute directly to the fund in addition to
or independently of the inconme tax refund contribution system
established in section 5747.113 of the Revised Code. Moneys in the
fund shall be disbursed pursuant to vouchers approved by the
director of natural resources for use by the division of wildlife
solely for the purchase, managenent, preservation, propagation
protection, and stocking of wild animals that are not conmonly
taken for sport or comrercial purposes, including the acquisition

of title and easenments to |ands, biological investigations, |aw
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enforcement, production of educational materials, sociol ogical
surveys, habitat devel opnent, and personnel and equi pment costs;
and for carrying out section 1531.25 of the Revised Code. Moneys
in the fund al so nay be used to pronmote and devel op nonconsunptive
wildlife recreational opportunities involving wild animals. Mneys
in the fund fromthe issuance of bald eagle |license plates under
section 4503.572 of the Revised Code shall be expended by the
division only to pay the costs of acquiring, devel oping, and
restoring habitat for bald eagles within this state. Mneys in the
fund from any other source also may be used to pay the costs of
acquiring, devel oping, and restoring habitat for bald eagles

within this state.

Al'l investnment earnings of the fund shall be credited to the
fund. Subject to the approval of the director, the chief of the
division of wildlife may enter into agreements that the chief
consi ders appropriate to obtain additional noneys for the
protection of nongane native wildlife under the "Endangered
Speci es Act of 1973," 87 Stat. 884, 16 U S.C A 1541-1543, as
amended, and the "Fish and Wldlife Conservation Act of 1980," 94
Stat. 1322, 16 U.S.C. A 2901-2911, as anended. Moneys appropri ated
fromthe fund are not intended to replace ot her nobneys

appropriated for these purposes.

Sec. 3701.032. There is hereby created in the state treasury

the Anmerican di abetes association fund, which shall consist of

noney transferred to it under section 5747.113 of the Revi sed Code

and of contributions nade directly to it. Any person nmy

contribute directly to the fund in addition to or independently of

the incone tax contribution systemestablished in section 5747.113

of the Revised Code.

Each vear, the director of health shall nake one or nore

grants to the Anerican di abetes association using noney in the
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fund. If the Anerican di abetes association ceases to exist, the

director shall use noney in the fund to make grants to one or nore

nonprofit organi zati ons that conduct di abetes research

di ssem nate informati on about di abetes. and advocate on behal f of

di abetes research and assi stance for those afflicted with the

di sease.

Sec. 5101.98. (A) There is hereby created in the state
treasury the mlitary injury relief fund, which shall consist of
noney contributed to it under section 5747.113 of the Revised Code
and of contributions nmade directly to it. Any person may
contribute directly to the fund in addition to or independently of
the inconme tax refund contribution system established in section
5747. 113 of the Revised Code.

(B) Upon application, the director of job and fam |y services
shall grant noney in the fund to individuals injured while in
active service as a nmenber of the armed forces of the United
States and whil e serving under operation Iraqi freedom or

operation enduring freedom

(O An individual who receives a grant under this section is
not precluded fromreceiving one or nore additional grants under
this section and is not precluded from bei ng consi dered for or
recei ving other assistance offered by the departnent of job and

famly services.

(D) The director shall adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the
Revi sed Code est abl i shing:

(1) Forms and procedures by which individuals may apply for a

grant under this section;

(2) Criteria for review ng, evaluating, and ranki ng grant

appl i cati ons;

(3) Criteria for determ ning the anount of grants awarded
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under this section; and

(4) Any other rules necessary to adm nister the grant program

established in this section.

Sec. 5747.113. (A)(1) Any taxpayer claimng a refund under
section 5747.11 of the Revised Code feortaxable yearsendingonor
after—OCetoeber—14—1983- who wi shes to contribute any part of the
taxpayer's refund to the natural areas and preserves fund created
in section 1517.11 of the Revised Code, the nongane and endangered
wildlife fund created in section 1531.26 of the Revised Code, the
mlitary injury relief fund created in section 5101.98 of the
Revi sed Code, or all of those funds, may designhate on the
taxpayer's incone tax return the anount that the taxpayer w shes

to contribute to the fund or funds. A

(2) For taxable years beqginning in 2007 or thereafter, a

t axpayer who wi shes to contribute to the Anerican di abetes

association fund created in section 3701.032 of the Revi sed Code

may _do so by contributing any part of the taxpaver's refund or by

increasing the paynent required to acconpany the taxpayver's annual

return under section 5747.08 of the Revised Code. A taxpaver shall

desi gnate on the taxpayer's incone tax return the amount that the

taxpayer w shes to contribute to the fund, provided that the

amount contri buted shall be at |east one dollar. |If a taxpayer

elects to increase a paynent required to acconpany the taxpayer's

return under section 5747.08 of the Revised Code and the taxpayer

fails to remt the full anpunt of the contribution, the anpunt of

the contribution shall be reduced accordingly. In no case shall a

contribution under this division operate to reduce the conbi ned

amount _of the state and school district incone taxes shown to be

due on a taxpayer's annual return

(3) A designated contribution is irrevocable upon the filing

of the return and shall be nade in the full anmount designated if
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the refund found due the taxpayer upon the initial processing of
the taxpayer's return, after any deductions including those

requi red by section 5747.12 of the Revised Code, is greater than
or equal to the designated contribution. If the refund due as
initially determined is |l ess than the designated contribution, the
contribution shall be made in the full amount of the refund. The
tax comm ssioner shall subtract the amount of the contribution
fromthe anmount of the refund initially found due the taxpayer and
shall certify the difference to the director of budget and
managenent and treasurer of state for paynent to the taxpayer in
accordance with section 5747.11 of the Revised Code. For the

pur pose of any subsequent determ nation of the taxpayer's net tax
paynment, the contribution shall be considered a part of the refund

paid to the taxpayer.

(B) The tax comm ssioner shall provide a space on the incone
tax return formin which a taxpayer may indicate that the taxpayer
wi shes to make a donation in accordance with this section. The tax
conm ssioner shall also print in the instructions acconpanying the
incone tax return forma description of the purposes for which the
natural areas and preserves fund, the nongame and endangered

wldlife fund, and the mlitary injury relief fund, and the

Anerican di abetes association fund were created and the use of

noneys fromthe inconme tax refund contribution system established
in this section. No person shall designate on the person's incone
tax return any part of a refund clai med under section 5747.11 of
the Revised Code as a contribution to any fund other than the
natural areas and preserves fund, the nongame and endangered

wildlife fund, the mlitary injury relief fund_ the American

di abetes association fund, or all of those funds.

(© The noney coll ected under the incone tax refund
contribution systemestablished in this section shall be deposited

by the tax conm ssioner into the natural areas and preserves fund,
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the nongane and endangered wildlife fund, and the mlitary injury

relief fund, and the Anerican di abetes association fund in the

anount s designated on the tax returns.

(D) No later than the thirtieth day of Septenber each year
the tax conmi ssioner shall determne the total ampbunt contri buted
to each fund under this section during the preceding ei ght nonths,
any adjustments to prior nonths, and the cost to the departnent of
taxation of administering the incone tax refund contribution
system during that eight-nonth period. The comn ssioner shall make
an additional determination no |ater than the thirty-first day of
January of each year of the total amount contributed to each fund
under this section during the preceding four cal endar nonths, any
adjustments to prior years nmade during that four-nonth period, and
the cost to the departnent of taxation of adm nistering the income
tax contribution systemduring that period. The cost of
adm ni stering the inconme tax contribution systemshall be
certified by the tax conmi ssioner to the director of budget and
managenent, who shall transfer an anount equal to ere—thi+d
one-fourth of such administrative costs fromthe natural areas and
preserves fund, ene-third one-fourth of such costs fromthe
nongane and endangered wildlife fund, and—ene-thi+d one-fourth of

such costs fromthe nilitary injury relief fund, and one-fourth of

such costs fromthe Anerican di abetes association fund to the
Htter control and natural resource incone tax contribution

adm ni stration fund, which is hereby created, provided that the

noneys that the departnment receives to pay the cost of
adm ni stering the incone tax refund contribution systemin any
year shall not exceed two and one-half per cent of the tota

anount contributed under that systemduring that year

(E) (1) The director of natural resources, in January of every
odd- nunbered year, shall report to the general assenbly on the

ef fectiveness of the incone tax refund contribution systemas it
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pertains to the natural areas and preserves fund and t he nongane
and endangered wildlife fund. The report shall include the anount
of nmoney contributed to each fund in each of the previous five
years, the anmount of noney contributed directly to each fund in
addition to or independently of the income tax refund contribution
systemin each of the previous five years, and the purposes for

whi ch the noney was expended.

(2) The director of job and family services, in January of
every odd- nunbered year, shall report to the general assenbly on
the effectiveness of the inconme tax refund contribution system as
it pertains to the nmilitary injury relief fund. The report shal
i nclude the amount of noney contributed to the fund in each of the
previous five years, the anount of noney contributed directly to
the fund in addition to or independently of the incone tax refund
contribution systemin each of the previous five years, and the

pur poses for which the nbney was expended.

(3) The director of health, in January of every odd-nunbered

vear, shall report to the general assenbly on the effectiveness of

the incone tax contribution systemas it pertains to the Anerican

di abetes associ ation fund. The report shall include the anpunt of

noney contributed to the fund in each of the previous five vears,

t he ampbunt of noney contributed directly to the fund in addition

to or independently of the incone tax contribution systemin each

of the previous five years, and the purposes for which the npney

was expended.

Section 2. That existing sections 1517.11, 1531.26, 5101. 98,
and 5747.113 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. The anendment by this act of section 5747.113 of
the Revised Code applies to taxable years beginning on or after
January 1, 2007.
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