As Introduced

127th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 78
2007-2008

Senator Grendell

Cosponsor: Senator Mumper

A BILL

To create the Geat Lakes-St. Lawence River Basin
Wat er Resources Conpact Task Force for the purpose
of determ ni ng whet her Onhio should enter into the
Great Lakes-St. Lawence River Basin Water

Resour ces Conpact.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. (A There is hereby created the G eat Lakes-St.
Law ence River Basin Water Resources Conpact Task Force consisting

of both voting and nonvoti ng nmenbers.

(B) The voting nenbers of the Task Force shall consist of the

fol | owi ng:

(1) Five nenbers of the Senate appointed by the President of
the Senate, two of whom shall be fromthe mnority party. In
appoi nting nmenbers fromthe mnority party, the President of the
Senate shall consult with the Mnority Leader of the Senate. The
President of the Senate shall designate one nmenber of the Senate
who has been appointed to the Task Force as co-chairperson of the

Task For ce.

(2) Five nmenbers of the House of Representatives appointed by
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, two of whom shall be

fromthe mnority party. In appointing nmenbers fromthe mnority
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party, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall consult
with the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives. The
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate one nenber
of the House of Representatives who has been appointed to the Task

Force as co-chairperson of the Task Force.

(© The nonvoting nenbers of the Task force shall consist of

all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The Director of Natural Resources or the Director's

desi gnee;

(2) The Director of Environnental Protection or the

Director's designee;
(3) The Director of Devel opnment or the Director's designee;
(4) The follow ng nmenbers appoi nted by the Governor:

(a) One representative of a statew de environnental advocacy

organi zati on;

(b) One representative of a | ocal environnmental advocacy

organi zation in the Lake Erie Basin;

(c) One representative of a | ocal governnent in the Lake Erie

Basi n.

(5) The follow ng nmenbers appointed by the President of the

Senat e:
(a) One representative of the bottled water industry;

(b) One representative of a private property rights advocacy

organi zation located within the Lake Erie Basin;

(c) One representative of agricultural interests in the Lake

Eri e Basin;
(d) One representative of the aggregates industry;

(e) One representative of the pul p and paper industry;
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(f) One representative of a |large manufacturer with a

facility located within the Lake Erie Basin;
(g) One nenber of the public.

(6) The foll owi ng nmenbers appoi nted by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives:

(a) One representative of a municipal governnent in the Lake

Eri e Basi n;

(b) One expert in hydrogeology fromthe faculty or staff of

an Chio college or university;

(c) One representative of a locally based organi zation in the
Lake Erie Basin that assists in the devel opnment and inpl enentation
of a plan for the protection and managenent of surface and ground

wat er resources in a watershed;
(d) One representative of residential devel opers;
(e) One representative of the chem cal industry;

(f) One representative of the petroleumindustry with a

facility located within the Lake Erie Basin;

(g) One attorney who has denonstrated excellence in contract

| aw and who has experience in nulti-state conmpacts.

(D) Al appointments shall be nmade to the Task Force not
later than thirty days after the effective date of this section
The Task Force shall neet on a regular basis. Vacancies on the
Task Force shall be filled in the manner provided for original
appoi ntments. Menbers of the Task Force shall receive no
conmpensation for serving on the Task Force. All neetings of the

Task Force shall be open to the public.

(E) The Legislative Service Conm ssion shall provide staffing

and techni cal assistance to the Task Force.

(F) The Task Force shall conduct hearings and take testinony
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fromthe public and from persons with expertise in matters before
the Task Force regarding the propriety of Chio's entering into the
Great Lakes-St. Lawence River Basin Water Resources Conpact. In
maki ng that deternination, the Task Force shall consider all of

the foll ow ng:
(1) The feasibility of making changes to the Conpact;

(2) The effectiveness of any intent |anguage that the General
Assenbly nmay include with the enactnent of the Conpact or in

enabling | egislation;

(3) The inpact of the Conpact on private property rights,

including, but not linmted to, rights to use ground water;

(4) Whether the Equal Protection O ause of the United States
Constitution will necessitate the expansion of the application of
the standards and requirenents established under the Conpact

beyond the Lake Erie Basin to the entire state of Chio;

(5) The potential inpact that the Conpact will have on

busi ness and economni ¢ devel oprment in Chio;

(6) Whether the prinmary goals of the Conpact may be
acconpl i shed by neans ot her than the Conpact;

(7) Whether any effort to enter into the Conpact should be
contingent on the Conpact's becom ng effective within a certain

time period;
(8) The ability of Congress to alter interstate conpacts; and

(9) Whether any necessary enabling |egislation should be
enacted prior to, concurrently with, or after the ratification of

the Conpact.

(G The Task Force shall issue a report of its findings and
make recomrendations to the General Assenbly not l|ater than
Cctober 31, 2007. Upon the issuance of the report and

recommendati ons, the Task Force shall cease to exi st.
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