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Regular Session Sub. S. B. No. 87
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Senator Carey

Cosponsors: Senators Miller, D., Mumper, Padgett, Clancy, Boccieri,
Schaffer, Schuler, Mason, Cafaro, Austria, Fedor, Gardner, Goodman,

Grendell, Harris, Niehaus, Roberts, Sawyer, Spada, Stivers

A BILL

To enact section 5502.522 of the Revised Code to
create the statew de energency alert programto
aid in the identification and |ocation of m ssing
i ndi vidual s who have a nental inpairnent or are
sixty-five years of age or older and to establish
activation criteria for the inplenentation of the

pr ogr am

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 5502.522 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 5502.522. (A) There is hereby created the statew de

energency alert programto aid in the identification and | ocation

of any individual who has a nental inpairnent or is sixty-five

vears of age or older, who is or is believed to be a tenporary or

per manent resident of this state, is at a location that cannot be

determ ned by an individual famliar with the m ssing individual

and is incapable of returning to the m ssing individual's

resi dence wi thout assistance, and whose di sappearance, as

deterni ned by a | aw enforcenent agency, poses a credible threat of
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i edi at e _danger of serious bodily harmor death to the m ssing

i ndividual. The program shall be a coordi nated effort anong the

governor's office, the departnment of public safety, the attorney

general ., | aw enforcenent agencies, the state's public and

commercial television and radi o broadcasters. and others as

determ ned necessary by the governor.

(B) The statew de energency alert programshall not be

i npl enented unless all of the followi ng activation criteria are

net :

(1) The local investigating | aw enforcenent agency confirns

that the individual is mssing.

(2) The individual is sixty-five vears of age or older or has

a nental inpairnment.

(3) The di sappearance of the individual poses a credible

threat of immedi ate danger of serious bodily harmor death to the

i ndi vi dual

(4) There is sufficient descriptive information about the

i ndividual and the circunstances surrounding the individual's

di sappearance to indicate that activation of the alert will help

| ocate the individual

(C) Nothing in division (B) of this section prevents the

activation of a local or reqgional energency alert programthat may

i npose different criteria for the activation of a | ocal or

reqi onal pl an.

(D) _Any radio broadcast station. television broadcast

station., or cable systemparticipating in the statew de energency

alert programor in any |local or regional energency alert program

and any director, officer, enployee, or agent of any station or

system participating in either type of alert program shall not be

liable to any person for danmges for any |oss allegedly caused by

or resulting fromthe station's or systenis broadcast or cabl ecast
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of, or failure to broadcast or cablecast, any information pursuant

to the statewi de energency alert programor the |ocal or regiona

energency alert program

(E) A local investigating | aw enforcenent agency shall not be

required to notify the statewi de energency alert programthat the

| aw enf orcenent agency has received infornation that neets the

activation criteria set forth in division (B) of this section

during the first twenty-four hours after the | aw enforcenent

agency receives the information.

(F) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize

the use of the federal energency alert systemunl ess otherw se

aut hori zed by federal | aw

(G As used in this section

(1) "Cable systenl has the sane neaning as in section 2913.04

of the Revi sed Code.

(2) "Law enforcenent agency" includes, but is not limted to,

a county sheriff's office, the office of a village nmarshal, a

pol i ce departnent of a nunicipal corporation, a police force of a

regional transit authority, a police force of a netropolitan

housing authority, the state highway patrol, a state university

| aw enf orcenent agency., the office of a township police constabl e,

and the police departnent of a township or joint township police

district.

(3) "Mental inpairnent" neans a substantial disorder of

t hought, nopod, perception, orientation, or nenory that grossly

i npai rs judgnent, behavior, or ability to |live independently or

provide self-care as certified by a |licensed physician,

psychi atrist, or psychol oqi st.
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