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Representative Gardner

Cosponsors: Representatives Grossman, Huffman, Bubp, Hall, Uecker,
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A BILL

To establish the Comm ssion for the Future of Local

Vet erans Posts in Ohio to devel op recomrendati ons

on | ocal veterans posts' econom c status, tax and

regul atory issues, local economc and civic

i npact, state funding issues, and sustainability.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. (A) The Commi ssion for the Future of Local
Vet erans Posts in Onhio shall devel op recommendations for the
successful and sustainabl e operation of |ocal veterans posts in
Chio. In developing its recomendati ons, the comm ssion shal

anal yze, but is not limted to analyzing only, the foll ow ng:

(1) The economic status of |ocal veterans posts throughout

the state;

(2) Relevant tax and regul atory issues inpacting |ocal
veterans posts in the state, and conparabl e tax and regul atory

i ssues inpacting |ocal veterans posts in other states;

(3) Relevant tax and regul atory costs inpacting | ocal

veterans posts in the state conpared to support provided by the
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state and by its political subdivisions, and conparabl e rel evant
tax and regul atory costs inpacting | ocal veterans posts in other
states conpared to support provided by the other states and by

their political subdivisions;

(4) The local economic and civic inpact of |ocal veterans

posts in comunities throughout the state;

(5) The existing relationship between state headquarters and
| ocal veterans posts and the inpact that state fundi ng support of
st at ewi de veterans organi zati ons has on |l ocal veterans posts and

services to veterans;
(6) The sustainability of local veterans posts in the state.

(B) There is a Conm ssion for the Future of Local Veterans
Posts in Ohio, consisting of nine nenbers. The President of the
Senate and t he Speaker of the House of Representatives each shal
appoi nt one nenber fromtheir respective houses who shall serve as
co- chai rpersons of the conmission. The Mnority Leader of the
Senate and the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives
each shall appoint one nenber fromtheir respective houses. The
Presi dent of the Senate shall appoint, upon recomendati on of the
organi zation, a representative of AMVETS of Chio. The Speaker of
t he House of Representatives shall appoint, upon recomrendation of
the organi zation, a representative of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of Chio. The Mnority Leader of the Senate shall appoint a veteran
who is a nenber of a local veterans post not otherw se represented
on the comission. The Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives shall appoint, upon reconmendati on of the
organi zation, a representative of the Anerican Legion of Ohio. The
Director of Veterans Services is an ex officio nenber of the

conmi ssi on.

Initial appointnents to the conmission shall be nmade not

| ater than Septenber 1, 2009. Vacancies shall be filled in the
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manner provided for original appointnents.

Menbers of the conmission are not entitled to conpensation

for their services.

The conmm ssion shall conduct public neetings on the
devel opnent of its recommendations, and in particular on the

subjects it is required to analyze under division (A) of this

section. The initial nmeeting of the comm ssion shall be called by

the co-chairpersons of the comm ssion in Cctober 2009.

(© The conmission shall report its reconmendati ons and
reasons supporting themto the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader of
the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives,
and the Governor not later than March 31, 2010. The conm ssion

ceases to exist upon submtting its recommendati ons.
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