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128th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 143

2009-2010

Representative Combs

Cosponsors: Representatives Batchelder, Mandel, Huffman, Adams, J.,

Evans, Uecker, Grossman, Stebelton, Amstutz, Jordan, Hall, Maag, Martin,

Mecklenborg, Wachtmann, Bubp

A BILL

To amend section 4511.094 and to enact section
4511. 095 of the Revised Code to prohibit the use
by the State H ghway Patrol, counties, and

townshi ps of traffic | aw photo-nonitoring devices.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.094 be anended and section
4511. 095 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 4511.094. (A) As used in this section=

gy I hor ity  cipal on. |

or—township—

2 —Traffie, "traffic | aw photo-nonitoring device" neans an

el ectroni ¢ system consi sting of a photographic, video, or
el ectronic camera and a neans of sensing the presence of a notor
vehi cl e that automatically produces phot ographs, vi deotape, or

digital images of the vehicle or its license plate.

(B)(1) No leecal—authoerity nunicipal corporation shall use

traffic |l aw photo-nonitoring devices to enforce any traffic | aw
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until after it has erected signs on every highway that is not a
freeway that is part of the state highway system and that enters

t hat leeal—autherity nunicipal corporation. The signs shall inform
i nbound traffic that the lecal—autheority nunicipal corporation
utilizes traffic | aw photo-nonitoring devices to enforce traffic

| aws. The signs shall be erected within the first three hundred
feet of the boundary of the leeal—authoerity nunicipal corporation

or, if the signs cannot be |ocated within the first three hundred
feet of the boundary of the leeal—authoerity nunicipal corporation

as close to that distance as possible, provided that if a

particul ar highway enters and exits the territory of a leecal
aduthority nunicipal corporation nultiple tinmes, the leeal
avther+ty nunicipal corporation shall erect the signs as required

by this division at the locations in each direction of travel
where inbound traffic on the highway first enters the territory of
t he feeal—autherity nmunicipal corporation and is not required to
erect additional signs along such highway each tinme the highway
reenters the territory of the leeal—authoerity nunici pal
corporation. The leeal—authority nunicipal corporation is

responsi ble for all costs associated with the erection,

mai nt enance, and replacenent, if necessary, of the signs. A

signs erected under this division shall conformin size, color,

| ocation, and content to standards contained in the manual adopted
by the departnment of transportation pursuant to section 4511. 09 of
the Revised Code and shall remain in place for as long as the
Feeal—authority nunicipal corporation utilizes traffic |aw

phot o-nonitoring devices to enforce any traffic law. Any ticket,
citation, or sumons issued by or on behalf of the local—authority

nmuni ci pal corporation for any traffic |aw violation based upon

evi dence gathered by a traffic | aw photo-nonitoring device after
the—effeective—date—of—this—seetion March 12, 2009, but before the

signs have been erected is invalid; provided that no ticket,

citation, or sumons is invalid if the leeal—autherity nunici pal
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corporation is in substantial conmpliance with the requirenent of

this division to erect the signs.

(2) A lecal—autherity nunicipal corporation is deenmed to be

in substantial conpliance with the requirenent of division (B)(1)
of this section to erect the advisory signs if the autherity

nmuni ci pal corporation does both of the foll ow ng:

(a) First erects all signs as required by division (B)(1) of
this section and subsequently naintains and repl aces the signs as
needed so that at all tinmes at |east ninety per cent of the

required signs are in place and functional;

(b) Annually docunments and upon request certifies its

conpliance with division (B)(2)(a) of this section

(O A tocal—autherity nunicipal corporation that uses traffic

| aw photo-nonitoring devices to enforce any traffic law at an

intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic contro
signhals that exhibit different colored lights or colored lighted
arrows shall time the operation of the yellow Iights and yel |l ow
arrows of those traffic control signals so that the steady yell ow
i ndi cati on exceeds by one second the m ni mum duration for yell ow
indicators at simlar intersections as established by the

provi sions of the manual adopted by the departnent of

transportati on under section 4511.09 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4511.095. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "lLaw enforcenent agency" neans the state hi ghway patro

and any | aw enforcenent agency of a |local authority.

(2) "Law enforcenent officer" nmeans a state hi ghway patro

trooper and any | aw enforcenent officer enploved by a | aw

enforcenent agency of a local authority.

(3) "Local authority" neans a county or township.
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(4) "Traffic |aw photo-nonitoring device" nmeans an el ectronic

system consi sting of a photographic, video, or electronic canera

and a neans of sensing the presence of a notor vehicle that

automatically produces photoagraphs., videotape. or digital innges

of the vehicle or its license plate.

(B) (1) Except as provided in division (B)(2) of this section,

no | aw enforcenent agency shall use a traffic | aw photo-nonitoring

device to determ ne conpliance with, or to detect a violation of,

any provision of the Revised Code that governs or requlates the

operation of nptor vehicles.

(2) Division (B)(1) of this section does not apply to the use

of atraffic | aw photo-nonitoring device when a | aw enf orcenent

officer is present at the location of the traffic |aw

phot o- moni tori ng device and issues tickets, citations, or

summbnses at _the general tinme and general location of the traffic

| aw vi ol ati ons.
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