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A BILL

To anend section 311. 01 of the Revised Code to change
the education and experience requirenents
necessary for eligibility to be a candidate for

the office of sheriff.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 311.01 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 311.01. (A A sheriff shall be elected quadrennially in
each county. A sheriff shall hold office for a termof four years,
begi nning on the first Mnday of January next after the sheriff's

el ecti on.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in this section, no person
is eligible to be a candidate for sheriff, and no person shall be
el ected or appointed to the office of sheriff, unless that person

neets all of the follow ng requirenents:
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(1) The person is a citizen of the United States.

(2) The person has been a resident of the county in which the
person is a candidate for or is appointed to the office of sheriff

for at |east one year imediately prior to the qualification date.

(3) The person has the qualifications of an elector as
specified in section 3503.01 of the Revised Code and has conplied

with all applicable election | aws.

(4) The person has been awarded a hi gh school diploma or a
certificate of high school equival ence issued for achi evenent of
specified mni mum scores on the general educational devel opnent

test of the American council on education.

(5) The person has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
a felony or any offense involving noral turpitude under the |aws
of this or any other state or the United States, and has not been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense that is a m sdeneanor
of the first degree under the laws of this state or an of fense
under the laws of any other state or the United States that
carries a penalty that is substantially equivalent to the penalty
for a m sdeneanor of the first degree under the laws of this

state.

(6) The person has been fingerprinted and has been the
subj ect of a search of local, state, and national fingerprint
files to disclose any crimnal record. Such fingerprints shall be
taken under the direction of the administrative judge of the court
of comon pleas who, prior to the applicable qualification date,
shall notify the board of elections, board of county
conmi ssioners, or county central commttee of the proper politica

party, as applicable, of the judge' s findings.

(7) The person has prepared a conplete history of the
person's places of residence for a period of six years i mediately

preceding the qualification date and a conplete history of the
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person's places of enploynent for a period of six years

i medi ately preceding the qualification date, indicating the nane
and address of each enpl oyer and the period of tinme enpl oyed by
that enpl oyer. The residence and enpl oynent histories shall be
filed with the adm nistrative judge of the court of common pl eas
of the county, who shall forward themw th the findings under
division (B)(6) of this section to the appropriate board of

el ections, board of county conmi ssioners, or county centra
committee of the proper political party prior to the applicable

qualification date.

(8) The person neets at |east one of the follow ng

condi ti ons:

(a) Has obtained or held, within the four-year period ending
i mredi ately prior to the qualification date, a valid basic peace
officer certificate of training i ssued by the Chio peace officer
trai ning conmission or has been issued a certificate of training
pursuant to section 5503.05 of the Revised Code, and, within the
four-year period ending inmrediately prior to the qualification
dat e, has been enpl oyed as an appoi ntee pursuant to section
5503. 01 of the Revised Code or as a full-tine peace officer as
defined in section 109.71 of the Revised Code perform ng duties

related to the enforcenment of statutes, ordi nances, or codes;

(b) Has obtained or held, within the three-year period ending
imediately prior to the qualification date, a valid basic peace
of ficer certificate of training i ssued by the Chio peace officer
trai ni ng conmi ssion and has been enpl oyed for at |east the |ast
three years prior to the qualification date as a full-tine | aw
enforcenment officer, as defined in division (A)(11) of section
2901. 01 of the Revised Code, performng duties related to the

enforcenent of statutes, ordi nances, or codes.

(9) The person neets at |east one of the follow ng

condi ti ons:
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(a) Has at least two years of supervisory experience as a

peace officer at the rank of corporal, sergeant, or above, or has

been appoi nted pursuant to section 5503.01 of the Revised Code and
served at the rank of sergeant or above, in the five-year period

ending inredi ately prior to the qualification date;
(b) Has conpleted satisfactorily, at leasttwoyearsof
I I . I L yal .

hedrs a mininum a two-year associate degree in a college or

uni versity authorized to confer degrees by the Chio board of
regents or the conparabl e agency of another state in which the
coll ege or university is located or in a school that holds a
certificate of registration issued by the state board of career

col | eges and school s under Chapter 3332. of the Revised Code.

(C Persons who neet the requirenents of division (B) of this
section, except the requirenment of division (B)(2) of this
section, may take all actions otherwi se necessary to conply with
division (B) of this section. If, on the applicable qualification
date, no person has nmet all the requirenents of division (B) of
this section, then persons who have conplied with and neet the
requi rements of division (B) of this section, except the
requi rement of division (B)(2) of this section, shall be
consi dered qualified candi dates under division (B) of this

secti on.

(D) Newy elected sheriffs shall attend a basic training
course conducted by the Chio peace officer training comr ssion
pursuant to division (A) of section 109.80 of the Revised Code. A
newy el ected sheriff shall conplete not |ess than two weeks of
this course before the first Monday in January next after the
sheriff's election. Wiile attending the basic training course, a
newy elected sheriff may, with the approval of the board of
county commi ssioners, receive conpensation, paid for fromfunds

established by the sheriff's county for this purpose, in the sane
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manner and anounts as if carrying out the powers and duties of the

office of sheriff.

Appoi nted sheriffs shall attend the first basic training
course conducted by the Chio peace officer training comr ssion
pursuant to division (A) of section 109.80 of the Revised Code
within six nonths follow ng the date of appointnent or election to
the office of sheriff. Wiile attending the basic training course,
appoi nted sheriffs shall receive regular conpensation in the sane
manner and anounts as if carrying out their regular powers and

duti es.

Fi ve days of instruction at the basic training course shal
be consi dered equal to one week of work. The costs of conducting
the basic training course and the costs of neals, |odging, and
travel of appointed and newWy elected sheriffs attending the
course shall be paid fromstate funds appropriated to the

conmmi ssion for this purpose.

(E) In each cal endar year, each sheriff shall attend and
successfully conplete at |east sixteen hours of continuing
educati on approved under division (B) of section 109.80 of the
Revi sed Code. A sheriff who receives a waiver of the continuing
education requirement fromthe comm ssion under division (C of
section 109.80 of the Revised Code because of nedical disability
or for other good cause shall conplete the requirenent at the

earliest tinme after the disability or cause ternminates.

(F) (1) Each person who is a candidate for election to or who
i s under consideration for appointnent to the office of sheriff
shall swear before the admi nistrative judge of the court of conmon
pleas as to the truth of any information the person provides to
verify the person's qualifications for the office. A person who
violates this requirenment is guilty of falsification under section
2921. 13 of the Revised Code.
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(2) Each board of elections shall certify whether or not a
candidate for the office of sheriff who has filed a declaration of
candi dacy, a statenent of candidacy, or a declaration of intent to
be a wite-in candidate nmeets the qualifications specified in

di visions (B) and (C) of this section.

(G The office of a sheriff who is required to conply with
division (D) or (E) of this section and who fails to successfully
conpl ete the courses pursuant to those divisions is hereby deened

to be vacant.
(H As used in this section

(1) "Qualification date" nmeans the | ast day on which a
candidate for the office of sheriff can file a declaration of
candi dacy, a statenent of candidacy, or a declaration of intent to
be a wite-in candidate, as applicable, in the case of a prinmary
el ection for the office of sheriff; the last day on which a person
may be appointed to fill a vacancy in a party nom nation for the
of fice of sheriff under Chapter 3513. of the Revised Code, in the
case of a vacancy in the office of sheriff; or a date thirty days
after the day on which a vacancy in the office of sheriff occurs,
in the case of an appointnment to such a vacancy under section
305.02 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Newy elected sheriff" nmeans a person who did not hold
the office of sheriff of a county on the date the person was

el ected sheriff of that county.

Section 2. That existing section 311.01 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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