As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 341
2009-2010

Representative Yates

A BILL

To enact section 901.80 of the Revised Code to create
the Livestock Care Standards Board and to require
the Board to adopt rules that establish standards
of care for livestock and poultry, including rules

that prohibit specified practices.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 901.80 of the Revised Code be enacted

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 901.80. (A) There is hereby created the Chio livestock

care standards board for the purpose of establishing standards

governing the care and well-being of livestock and poultry in this

state. In carrying out its purpose, the board shall endeavor to

nmai ntain food safety, encourage locally grown and rai sed food, and

protect this state's farns and famlies. The board shall be

conprised of the follow ng thirteen nenbers:

(1) The director of agriculture who shall be the chairperson

of the board:;

(2) Ten nenbers appointed by the governor with the advice and

consent of the senate who shall be residents of this state and

shall include the foll ow ng:
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(a) One nenber representing fanily farns;

(b) One nenber who is know edgeabl e about food safety in this

state;

(c) Two nenbers representing statew de organi zations that

represent farners:;

(d) One nenber who is a veterinarian who is |licensed under
Chapter 4741. of the Revi sed Code;

(e) The state veterinarian in the departnment of agriculture;

(f) The dean of the aqgriculture departnent of a coll ege or

university located in this state;

(ad) Two nenbers of the public representing consuners in this

st at e;

(h) One nenber representing a county humane society that is

organi zed under Chapter 1717. of the Revi sed Code.

(3) One nenber appointed by the speaker of the house of

representatives who shall be a famly farner;

(4) One nenber appointed by the president of the senate who

shall be a famly farner.

Not nore than seven nmenbers appointed to the board at any

given time shall be nenbers of the sane political party.

(B) Not later than ninety days after the effective date of

this section, the governor, the speaker of the house of

representatives, and the president of the senate shall make their

initial appointnents to the board. O the initial appointnents,

the governor shall appoint four nenbers for terns ending one vear

after the effective date of this section, four nmenbers for terns

ending two vears after the effective date of this section, and two

nmenbers for ternms ending three years after the effective date of

this section. The speaker of the house of representatives and the

presi dent of the senate each shall appoint one nenber for a term
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ending three vears after the effective date of this section

Thereafter, terns of office shall be for three years, with

each term ending on the sane day of the sane nonth as did the term

that it succeeds. Each nenber shall hold office fromthe date of

the nenber's appointnent until the end of the termfor which the

nmenber was appoi nted. Menbers may be reappoi nted. Vacanci es shal

be filled in the manner provided for original appointnents. Any

nenber appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the

expiration date of the termfor which the nenber's predecessor was

appoi nted shall hold office as a nmenber for the remminder of that

term A nenber shall continue in office subsequent to the

expiration date of the nmenber's termuntil the nmenber's successor

takes office or until a period of sixty days has el apsed.

whi chever occurs first.

The board shall neet at tines that the chairperson or a

majority of the board nenbers considers appropriate, provided that

no neeting shall be held on the call of the chairperson unl ess at

| east seven days' witten notice first is provided to all nenbers

of the board. At the first neeting of the board in each cal endar

vear, the director shall designate one nenber of the board to

serve as its vice-chairperson. A majority vote of the nenbers of

the board is necessary to take action on any matter. A vacancy on

the board does not inpair the right of the other nenbers to

exerci se the board's powers.

Serving as _an appoi nted nenber of the board does not

constitute holding a public office or position of enploynent under

the laws of this state and does not constitute grounds for renoval

of public officers or enployees fromtheir offices or positions of

empl oynent. A nenber of the board may be renoved for m sfeasance,

nonf easance, or nml feasance in office.

Appoi nted nenbers of the board shall serve w thout

conpensation for attending conmttee neetings. Menbers of the
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board shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses

incurred in the performance of official duties as nenbers of the

boar d.

The departnent of adriculture shall provide technical and

staffing assistance for the board.

(C) The board shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter

119. of the Revised Code that establish standards governing the

care and well-being of livestock and poultry in this state. In

adopting those rules, the board shall consider factors that

include, but are not linmted to, agricultural best managenent

practices for such care and well -being, biosecurity, disease

prevention, animal norbidity and nortality data, food safety

practices, and the protection of |ocal, affordable food supplies

for consuners. The rules shall prohibit the follow ng practices

not later than five years after the effective date of the rules:

(1) Confining eqgg-laying hens in cages or other encl osures

that prevent an egg-laying hen fromfully spreadi ng both w ngs

w t hout touchi ng anot her eqg-laying hen or the side of the cage or

ot her _encl osure that houses the egg-l|ayi ng hen;

(2) Confining pregnant pigs in gestation crates that prevent

a pregnant pig fromlying down, standing up, fully extending al

of its linbs without touching the side of the crate that houses

the pregnant pig. or turning around freely or tethering pregnant

pigs in a nmanner that prevents a pregnant pig fromlying down,

standi ng up, or turning around freely;

(3) Confining calves that are raised for veal in crates that

prevent a calf fromlying down, standing up, fully extendi ng al

of its linbs without touching the side of the crate that houses

the calf, or turning around freely or tethering calves that are

raised for veal in a manner that prevents a calf fromlying down,
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standi ng up, or turning around freely.

(D) The departnment shall adni nister and enforce the standards

established in the rul es adopted by the board.

(E) As used in this section

(1) "Eqgg-laying hen" nmeans any fennl e donmesticated chicken or

turkey that is kept for the purpose of egg production.

(2) "Pregnant pig" neans a pig that is kept for the primary

pur pose of breeding and that is pregnant.

(3) "Turning around freely"” means turning in a conplete

circle without any inpedinent, including a tether
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