As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 392
2009-2010

Representative Yates

A BILL

To enact section 4905.76 of the Revised Code to
prohibit |ate charges on bills for tel ephone
service, wirel ess service, and voice over internet

prot ocol service

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4905.76 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4905.76. (A) As used in this section

(1) "Voice over internet protocol service" neans a service

that uses a broadband connection froman end user's |ocation and

enables real -tine, two-way, voice comruni cations that originate or

termnate fromthe user's | ocation using internet protocol or a

successor protocol, including, but not linted to, any such

service that permts an end user to receive calls from and

termnate calls to the public sw tched network.

(2) "Wreless service" neans federally |licensed comerci al

nobi |l e service as defined in the "Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996,"

110 Stat. 61, 151, 153, 47 U.S.C. 332(d) and further defined as

commercial nobile radio service in 47 C.F. R 20.3. Under division

(A)(2) of this section, commercial npbile radio service is

specifically linmted to nobile tel ephone. nobile cellul ar
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t el ephone, padi ng. personal connuni cations services, and

specialized nobile radio service provided by a conmon carrier in

this state and excludes fixed wirel ess service.

(3) "Wreless service provider" neans a facilities-based

provider of wireless service to one or nore end users in this

state.

(B) A public utility that is a tel ephone conpany shall not

assess any late paynent fee or charge or interest on a custoner's

bill for tel ephone service if a custoner nekes paynent after the
due date of the bill.

(C) No wireless service provider or provider of voice over

internet protocol service shall assess any | ate paynent fee or

charge or interest on a custoner's bill for wireless service or

voi ce over _internet protocol service if the custoner nakes paynment

after the due date of the bill. The prohibition in division (C of

this section shall apply to the extent pernmtted by federal |aw

governi ng these services and service providers.

(D) The public utilities conmm ssion shall not approve either

of the foll ow ng:

(1) An application for a rate, joint rate, toll,

classification, charge, or rental, or nodification, anendnent,

change., increase, or reduction nmade for tel ephone service pursuant

to section 4909.18 of the Revised Code if that application

includes an assessnent of any | ate paynent fee, charge, or

interest on a custoner's bill if the custoner makes a paynent

after the bill's due date.

(2) An application for the establishnent of rates and charqges

for public tel ecomuni cations service pursuant to section 4927. 04

of the Revised Code if that application includes an assessnent of

any | ate paynent fee, charge, or interest on a custoner's bill if

the custoner makes a paynent after the bill's due date.
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