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128th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 399
2009-2010

Representative Bacon

Cosponsors: Representatives Derickson, Murray, Gardner, Grossman,
Huffman, Evans, Adams, J., Morgan, Coley, Lundy, Sears, Adams, R.,
Chandler, Stebelton, Beck, Okey, Stautberg

A BILL

To anend section 955.011 of the Revised Code to
revise the definition of "nmobility inpaired
person” to include a person who is diagnosed with
autismfor purposes of the statutes governing

assi stance dogs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 955.011 of the Revi sed Code be

amended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 955.011. (A Wien an application is nmade for
regi stration of an assistance dog and the owner can show proof by
certificate or other means that the dog is an assistance dog, the
owner of the dog shall be exenpt fromany fee for the
regi stration. Registration for an assistance dog shall be
per manent and not subject to annual renewal so long as the dog is
an assi stance dog. Certificates and tags stanped "Chi o Assi stance
Dog- Permanent Regi stration,” with registration nunber, shall be
i ssued upon registration of such a dog. Any certificate and tag

stanped "Chi o Gui de Dog- Permanent Registration"” or "Chio Hearing
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Dog- Per manent Registration,” with registration nunber, that was

i ssued for a dog in accordance with this section as it existed
prior to July 4, 1984, any certificate and tag stanmped "Chio

Handi capped Assi st ance Dog- Permanent Regi stration," with

regi stration nunber, that was issued for a dog in accordance with
this section as it existed on and after July 5, 1984, but prior to
Novenber 26, 2004, and any certificate and tag stanmped "Chio
Servi ce Dog-Permanent Registration," with registration nunber,

that was issued for a dog in accordance with this section as it

exi sted on and after Novenber 26, 2004, but prior to theeffective
date—of—this—arwendrent June 30, 2006, shall remain in effect as

valid proof of the registration of the dog on and after Novenber

26, 2004. Duplicate certificates and tags for a dog registered in
accordance with this section, upon proper proof of |oss, shall be
i ssued and no fee required. Each duplicate certificate and tag
that is issued shall be stanped "Chi o Assi stance Dog- Per manent

Regi stration."

(B) As used in this section and in sections 955.16 and 955. 43
of the Revised Code:

(1) "Mobility inpaired person" neans any person, regardless
of age, who is subject to a physiological defect or deficiency
regardl ess of its cause, nature, or extent that renders the person
unabl e to nmove about without the aid of crutches, a wheelchair, or
any other form of support, or that limts the person's functional
ability to anbul ate, clinb, descend, sit, rise, or perform any
related function. "Mbility inpaired person” includes a person
with a neurol ogical or psychol ogical disability that [imts the
person's functional ability to anmbulate, clinb, descend, sit,
rise, or performany related function. "Mbility inpaired person”

al so includes a person with a seizure disorder and a person who is

di agnosed wi th autism

(2) "Blind" nmeans either of the follow ng:
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(a) Vision twenty/two hundred or less in the better eye with

proper correction;

(b) Field defect in the better eye with proper correction
that contracts the peripheral field so that the diameter of the

visual field subtends an angle no greater than twenty degrees.

(3) "Assistance dog" neans a gui de dog, hearing dog, or

service dog that has been trained by a nonprofit special agency.

(4) "Quide dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a blind person.

(5) "Hearing dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a deaf or hearing-inpaired person.

(6) "Service dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained or is in

training to assist a nmobility inpaired person.

Section 2. That existing section 955.011 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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