As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 10
2009-2010

Senator Widener

A BILL

To amend sections 3517.01, 3517.10, 3517.106,
3517.11, 3517.153, 3517.154, 3517.992, and 3599. 03
and to enact sections 1701.96, 1702.85, and
3517. 1014 of the Revised Code to permt
i ndi vidual s el ected or appointed to state office
to establish transition funds to receive donations
and to nmake expenditures for transition activities

and i naugural cel ebrations.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3517.01, 3517.10, 3517.106, 3517.11
3517. 153, 3517.154, 3517.992, and 3599. 03 be anended and secti ons
1701. 96, 1702.85, and 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to

read as foll ows:

Sec. 1701.96. (A) No corporation shall nmake a di sbursenent to

pay any costs incurred for transition activities and i naugura

cel ebrations unless the disbursenent is a donation to a transition

account in accordance with section 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) A corporation that violates division (A of this section

shall be fined an ampbunt equal to three tines the anmount di sbursed

in violation of that division.

(G As used in this section., "costs incurred for transition
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activities and inaugural cel ebrations" and "donation" have the

same _neani ngs as in section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 1702.85. (A) No nonprofit corporation shall nmake a

di sbursenent to pay any costs incurred for transition activities

and i naugural celebrations unless the disbursenent is a donation

to a transition account in accordance with section 3517.1014 of
the Revi sed Code.

(B) A nonprofit corporation that violates division (A of

this section shall be fined an anpbunt equal to three tines the

ampount di sbursed in violation of that division.

(G As used in this section, "costs incurred for transition

activities and inaugural celebrations" and "donation" have the

sane _neanings as in section 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3517.01. (A (1) Apolitical party within the nmeani ng of
Title XXXV of the Revised Code is any group of voters that, at the
nost recent regular state election, polled for its candidate for
governor in the state or noninees for presidential electors at
| east five per cent of the entire vote cast for that office or
that filed with the secretary of state, subsequent to any el ection
in which it received |less than five per cent of that vote, a
petition signed by qualified electors equal in nunmber to at | east
one per cent of the total vote for governor or nomi nees for
presidential electors at the npst recent election, declaring their
intention of organizing a political party, the name of which shal
be stated in the declaration, and of participating in the
succeeding primary el ection, held in even-nunbered years, that
occurs nore than one hundred twenty days after the date of filing.
No such group of electors shall assunme a nane or designation that
is simlar, in the opinion of the secretary of state, to that of

an existing political party as to confuse or mislead the voters at
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an election. If any political party fails to cast five per cent of
the total vote cast at an election for the office of governor or

president, it shall cease to be a political party.

(2) A canpaign conmttee shall be legally liable for any
debts, contracts, or expenditures incurred or executed in its

nane.

(B) Notwi thstanding the definitions found in section 3501.01
of the Revised Code, as used in this section and sections 3517.08
to 3517.14, 3517.99, and 3517.992 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Canpaign comrittee" neans a candidate or a conbination
of two or nore persons authorized by a candi date under section
3517.081 of the Revised Code to receive contributions and nmake

expendi tures.

(2) "Campaign treasurer” nmeans an individual appointed by a
candi dat e under section 3517.081 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Candi date" has the sane neaning as in division (H of
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code and al so includes any person
who, at any tinme before or after an el ection, receives
contributions or nmakes expenditures or other use of contributions,
has gi ven consent for another to receive contributions or nmake
expendi tures or other use of contributions, or appoints a canpai gn
treasurer, for the purpose of bringing about the person's
noni nation or election to public office. Wien two persons jointly
seek the offices of governor and |ieutenant governor, "candi date"
nmeans the pair of candidates jointly. "Candi date" does not include
candi dates for election to the offices of nmenmber of a county or
state central conmttee, presidential elector, and delegate to a

nati onal convention or conference of a political party.

(4) "Continuing association” means an associ ati on, other than
a canpaign commttee, political party, legislative canpaign fund,

political contributing entity, or |abor organization, that is
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i ntended to be a permanent organi zation that has a prinmary purpose
ot her than supporting or opposing specific candidates, political
parties, or ballot issues, and that functions on a regular basis

t hr oughout the year. "Continuing association” includes

organi zations that are determined to be not organized for profit
under subsection 501 and that are described in subsection
501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) "Contribution" neans a |loan, gift, deposit, forgiveness
of indebtedness, donation, advance, payment, or transfer of funds
or anything of value, including a transfer of funds froman inter
vVivos or testamentary trust or decedent's estate, and the paynent
by any person other than the person to whomthe services are
rendered for the personal services of another person, which
contribution is nade, received, or used for the purpose of
i nfluencing the results of an election. Any loan, gift, deposit,
forgi veness of indebtedness, donation, advance, paynent, or
transfer of funds or of anything of value, including a transfer of
funds froman inter vivos or testanentary trust or decedent's
estate, and the paynent by any canpaign conrittee, politica
action committee, |egislative canmpaign fund, political party,
political contributing entity, or person other than the person to
whom t he services are rendered for the personal services of
anot her person, that is made, received, or used by a state or
county political party, other than nbneys a state or county
political party receives fromthe Chio political party fund
pursuant to section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and the noneys a
state or county political party may receive under sections
3517.101, 3517.1012, and 3517.1013 of the Revised Code, shall be
considered to be a "contribution" for the purpose of section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code and shall be included on a statenent

of contributions filed under that section

"“Contribution" does not include any of the follow ng:

Page 4

82
83
84
85
86
87
88

89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112

113



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

(a) Services provided w thout conpensation by individuals

vol unteering a portion or all of their tine on behalf of a person;
(b) Ordinary hone hospitality;

(c) The personal expenses of a volunteer paid for by that

vol unt eer canpai gn wor ker

(d) Any gift given to a state or county political party
pursuant to section 3517.101 of the Revised Code. As used in
division (B)(5)(d) of this section, "political party" neans only a

maj or political party;

(e) Any contribution as defined in section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code that is nade, received, or used to pay the direct

costs of producing or airing an el ectioneering comuni cati on;

(f) Any gift given to a state or county political party for
the party's restricted fund under division (A)(2) of section
3517. 1012 of the Revi sed Code;

(g) Any gift given to a state political party for deposit in
a Levin account pursuant to section 3517.1013 of the Revi sed Code.
As used in this division, "Levin account" has the sanme neani ng as

in that section.

(h) Any donation given to a transition fund under section
3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

(6) "Expenditure" nmeans the disbursenment or use of a
contribution for the purpose of influencing the results of an
el ection or of maeking a charitable donation under division (G of
section 3517.08 of the Revised Code. Any disbursement or use of a
contribution by a state or county political party is an
expendi ture and shall be considered either to be made for the
pur pose of influencing the results of an election or to be made as
a charitabl e donation under division (G of section 3517.08 of the

Revi sed Code and shall be reported on a statenment of expenditures
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filed under section 3517.10 of the Revised Code. During the thirty
days preceding a primary or general election, any disbursenent to
pay the direct costs of producing or airing a broadcast, cable, or
satellite communication that refers to a clearly identified

candi date shall be considered to be nmade for the purpose of
influencing the results of that election and shall be reported as
an expenditure or as an independent expenditure under section
3517.10 or 3517.105 of the Revised Code, as applicable, except
that the information required to be reported regardi ng
contributors for those expenditures or independent expenditures
shall be the same as the information required to be reported under
divisions (D)(1) and (2) of section 3517.1011 of the Revi sed Code.

As used in this division, "broadcast, cable, or satellite
comruni cation" and "refers to a clearly identified candi date"” have

the same neanings as in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(7) "Personal expenses" includes, but is not limted to,
ordi nary expenses for accomodations, clothing, food, persona

not or vehicle or airplane, and home tel ephone.

(8) "Political action commttee" means a conbi nati on of two
or nore persons, the primary or mmjor purpose of which is to
support or oppose any candidate, political party, or issue, or to
i nfluence the result of any election through express advocacy, and
that is not a political party, a canpaign committee, a political
contributing entity, or a legislative canpaign fund. "Political

action committee" does not include either of the follow ng:

(a) A continuing association that nakes di sbursenents for the
direct costs of producing or airing electioneering comunications

and that does not engage in express advocacy;

(b) A political club that is formed primarily for social
pur poses and that consists of one hundred nenbers or |ess, has

of ficers and periodic neetings, has |l ess than two thousand five
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hundred dollars in its treasury at all tinmes, and makes an
aggregate total contribution of one thousand dollars or |ess per

cal endar year

(9) "Public office" means any state, county, rmunicipal
township, or district office, except an office of a political
party, that is filled by an election and the offices of United

St at es senator and representative.

(10) "Anything of value" has the sane neaning as in section
1. 03 of the Revised Code.

(11) "Beneficiary of a canpaign fund® neans a candi date, a
public official or enployee for whose benefit a canpaign fund
exi sts, and any other person who has ever been a candi date or
public official or enployee and for whose benefit a canpaign fund

exi st s.

(12) "Canpai gn fund" neans noney or other property, including

contri butions.

(13) "Public official or enployee" has the same nmeaning as in
section 102.01 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Caucus" neans all of the nenbers of the house of
representatives or all of the nmenbers of the senate of the genera

assenbly who are nmenbers of the sane political party.

(15) "Legislative canpaign fund" neans a fund that is
established as an auxiliary of a state political party and

associ ated with one of the houses of the general assenbly.

(16) "In-kind contribution"” nmeans anything of val ue other
than noney that is used to influence the results of an el ection or
is transferred to or used in support of or in oppositionto a
candi date, canpaign comrittee, |egislative campaign fund,
political party, political action commttee, or political

contributing entity and that is nmade with the consent of, in
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coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of the benefited candi date, conmittee, fund, party,
or entity. The financing of the dissem nation, distribution, or
republication, in whole or part, of any broadcast or of any
witten, graphic, or other form of camnpaign materials prepared by
t he candi date, the candidate's canpaign conmttee, or their

aut hori zed agents is an in-kind contribution to the candi date and

an expenditure by the candi date.

(17) "Independent expenditure" neans an expenditure by a
person advocating the election or defeat of an identified
candi date or candidates, that is not made with the consent of, in
coordi nation, cooperation, or consultation with, or at the request
or suggestion of any candidate or candi dates or of the canpaign
comrittee or agent of the candidate or candidates. As used in

division (B)(17) of this section

(a) "Person" nmeans an individual, partnership, unincorporated
busi ness organi zati on or association, political action conmittee,
political contributing entity, separate segregated fund,
associ ati on, or other organization or group of persons, but not a
| abor organi zati on or a corporation unless the | abor organization

or corporation is a political contributing entity.

(b) "Advocating" neans any conmmruni cation containing a nessage

advocating el ection or defeat.

(c) "ldentified candi date" neans that the nane of the
candi dat e appears, a photograph or drawi ng of the candi date
appears, or the identity of the candidate is otherw se apparent by

unanbi guous reference.

(d) "Made in coordination, cooperation, or consultation wth,
or at the request or suggestion of, any candi date or the canpaign
committee or agent of the candi date" nmeans made pursuant to any

arrangenment, coordination, or direction by the candi date, the
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candi date' s canpai gn conmittee, or the candidate's agent prior to
the publication, distribution, display, or broadcast of the
communi cation. An expenditure is presuned to be so nmade when it is

any of the follow ng:

(i) Based on information about the candidate's plans,
projects, or needs provided to the person nmaking the expenditure
by the candi date, or by the candidate's canpaign conmttee or

agent, with a view toward having an expenditure nade;

(ii) Made by or through any person who is, or has been,
aut hori zed to raise or expend funds, who is, or has been, an
of ficer of the candi date's canpaign conmittee, or who is, or has
been, receiving any form of conpensation or reinbursenent fromthe

candi date or the candi date's canpaign comrittee or agent;

(iii) Except as otherwi se provided in division (D) of section
3517.105 of the Revised Code, nmade by a political party in support
of a candidate, unless the expenditure is nmade by a politica

party to conduct voter registration or voter education efforts.

(e) "Agent" neans any person who has actual oral or witten
authority, either express or inplied, to make or to authorize the
maki ng of expenditures on behalf of a candidate, or neans any
person who has been placed in a position with the candidate's
campai gn committee or organi zation such that it would reasonably
appear that in the ordinary course of canpaign-related activities

the person nay authorize expenditures.

(18) "Labor organization” neans a | abor union; an enpl oyee
organi zation; a federation of |abor unions, groups, |ocals, or
ot her enpl oyee organi zations; an auxiliary of a l[abor union,
enpl oyee organi zati on, or federation of |abor unions, groups,
| ocal s, or other enpl oyee organi zations; or any other bona fide
organi zation in which enpl oyees participate and that exists for

the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with enployers
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concerni ng grievances, |abor disputes, wages, hours, and other

ternms and conditions of enploynent.

(19) "Separate segregated fund" means a separate segregated

fund established pursuant to the Federal Election Canpaign Act.

(20) "Federal Election Canpaign Act" nmeans the "Federal
El ecti on Canpai gn Act of 1971," 86 Stat. 11, 2 U S.C A 431, et

seq., as anended.

(21) "Restricted fund" neans the fund a state or county
political party nust establish under division (A)(1) of section
3517. 1012 of the Revised Code.

(22) "El ectioneering conmuni cation” has the sane neani ng as
in section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code.

(23) "Express advocacy" means a conmunication that contains
express words advocating the nom nation, election, or defeat of a
candi date or that contains express words advocating the adoption
or defeat of a question or issue, as deternined by a final

j udgnent of a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

(24) "Political committee" has the sane neaning as in section
3517. 1011 of the Revised Code.

(25) "Political contributing entity" neans any entity,
i ncluding a corporation or |abor organization, that may lawfully
make contributions and expenditures and that is not an individual
or a political action comittee, continuing association, canpaign
committee, political party, legislative canpaign fund, designated
state canpaign comittee, or state candidate fund. For purposes of
this division, "lawfully" nmeans not prohibited by any section of
the Revised Code, or authorized by a final judgnent of a court of

conpetent jurisdiction.

Sec. 3517.10. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this

di vi sion, every canpaign conmittee, political action conmttee,
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| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, and political
contributing entity that nade or received a contribution or made
an expenditure in connection with the nomi nation or el ection of
any candidate or in connection with any ballot issue or question
at any election held or to be held in this state shall file, on a
form prescribed under this section or by electronic nmeans of
transmission as provided in this section and section 3517.106 of
the Revised Code, a full, true, and item zed statenent, nmade under
penalty of election falsification, setting forth in detail the
contributions and expenditures, not later than four p.m of the

foll owi ng dates:

(1) The twelfth day before the election to reflect
contributions received and expenditures nmade fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the |last day reflected in the last previously filed
statenent, if any, to the close of business on the twentieth day

before the el ection;

(2) The thirty-eighth day after the election to reflect the
contributions received and expenditures nade fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the last day reflected in the last previously filed
statement, if any, to the close of business on the seventh day

before the filing of the statenent;

(3) The | ast business day of January of every year to reflect
the contributions received and expenditures made fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the last day reflected in the |ast previously filed
statenment, if any, to the close of business on the |ast day of

Decenber of the previous year;

(4) The | ast business day of July of every year to reflect
the contributions received and expenditures made fromthe cl ose of
busi ness on the |last day reflected in the last previously filed
statenent, if any, to the close of business on the |ast day of

June of that year
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A canpaign conmittee shall only be required to file the
statenents prescribed under divisions (A (1) and (2) of this
section in connection with the nom nation or election of the

conm ttee's candi date.

The statenent required under division (A)(1) of this section
shall not be required of any canpaign committee, political action
comrittee, |egislative campaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity that has received contributions of
| ess than one thousand dollars and has made expenditures of |ess
than one thousand dollars at the close of business on the
twentieth day before the election. Those contributions and
expendi tures shall be reported in the statenent required under

division (A)(2) of this section.

If an election to select candidates to appear on the general
el ection ballot is held within sixty days before a genera
el ection, the canpaign conmittee of a successful candidate in the
earlier election may file the statenent required by division
(A) (1) of this section for the general election instead of the
statement required by division (A)(2) of this section for the
earlier election if the pregeneral election statenment reflects the
status of contributions and expenditures for the period twenty
days before the earlier election to twenty days before the genera

el ecti on.

If a person becones a candi date | ess than twenty days before
an el ection, the candidate's canpaign conmittee is not required to

file the statenment required by division (A)(1) of this section

No statenent under division (A)(3) of this section shall be
required for any year in which a canpaign comrittee, political
action conmttee, legislative canpaign fund, political party, or
political contributing entity is required to file a postgeneral
el ection statenent under division (A (2) of this section. However,

a statenment under division (A)(3) of this section nmay be filed, at
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the option of the canpaign committee, political action comrttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, or political

contributing entity.

No canpaign committee of a candidate for the office of chief
justice or justice of the suprenme court, and no canpaign conmittee
of a candidate for the office of judge of any court in this state,
shall be required to file a statenment under division (A)(4) of

this section.

Except as otherwi se provided in this paragraph and in the
next paragraph of this section, the only canpaign comittees
required to file a statement under division (A)(4) of this section
are the canpaign commttee of a statew de candi date and the
canpai gn conmttee of a candidate for county office. The canpaign
comrittee of a candidate for any other nonjudicial office is
required to file a statenent under division (A)(4) of this section
if that canpaign conmittee receives, during that period,

contributions exceeding ten thousand doll ars.

No statenment under division (A)(4) of this section shall be
required of a canpaign conmittee, a political action conmittee, a
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, a political party, or a political
contributing entity for any year in which the canpaign commttee,
political action conmittee, |egislative canpaign fund, political
party, or political contributing entity is required to file a
postprimary el ection statenment under division (A)(2) of this
section. However, a statenment under division (A)(4) of this
section may be filed at the option of the canpaign committee,
political action commttee, |egislative canpaign fund, political

party, or political contributing entity.

No statenent under division (A)(3) or (4) of this section
shall be required if the canmpaign committee, political action
committee, legislative canpaign fund, political party, or

political contributing entity has no contributions that it has
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received and no expenditures that it has nmade since the |last date
reflected in its last previously filed statenent. However, the
campai gn committee, political action comittee, |egislative
campai gn fund, political party, or political contributing entity
shall file a statenent to that effect, on a form prescribed under
this section and nmade under penalty of election falsification, on
the date required in division (A (3) or (4) of this section, as

appl i cabl e.

The canpaign comrittee of a statew de candidate shall file a
nonthly statenment of contributions received during each of the
nont hs of July, August, and Septenber in the year of the genera
el ection in which the candi date seeks office. The canpai gn
conmttee of a statew de candidate shall file the nmonthly
statenment not |ater than three business days after the |ast day of
the nmonth covered by the statenent. During the period beginning on
the nineteenth day before the general election in which a
st at ewi de candi date seeks election to office and extendi ng through
the day of that general election, each tine the canpaign conmttee
of the joint candidates for the offices of governor and |ieutenant
governor or of a candidate for the office of secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of state, or attorney general receives
a contribution froma contributor that causes the aggregate anount
of contributions received fromthat contributor during that period
to equal or exceed ten thousand dollars and each tinme the canpaign
conmttee of a candidate for the office of chief justice or
justice of the supreme court receives a contribution froma
contributor that causes the aggregate anount of contributions
received fromthat contributor during that period to exceed ten
thousand dollars, the campaign comrittee shall file a
t wo- busi ness-day statenment reflecting that contribution. During
the period beginning on the nineteenth day before a primry
el ection in which a candidate for statew de office seeks

nonmi nation to office and extendi ng through the day of that primary
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el ection, each tinme either the canpaign comrittee of a statew de
candidate in that primary election that files a notice under
division (C (1) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code or the
canpai gn conmttee of a statew de candidate in that primary

el ection to which, in accordance with division (D) of section
3517. 103 of the Revised Code, the contribution limtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code no | onger apply
receives a contribution froma contributor that causes the
aggregate amount of contributions received fromthat contributor
during that period to exceed ten thousand dollars, the canpaign
conmttee shall file a two-business-day statenent reflecting that
contribution. Contributions reported on a two-busi ness-day
statenent required to be filed by a canmpaign committee of a
statewi de candidate in a primary el ection shall also be included
in the postprimary election statement required to be filed by that
canpai gn committee under division (A)(2) of this section. A

t wo- busi ness-day statenent required by this paragraph shall be
filed not later than two business days after receipt of the
contribution. The statements required by this paragraph shall be
filed in addition to any other statenents required by this

secti on.

Subj ect to the secretary of state having inplenented, tested,
and verified the successful operation of any systemthe secretary
of state prescribes pursuant to divisions (C(6)(b) and (D) (6) of
this section and division (H) (1) of section 3517.106 of the
Revi sed Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectroni c nmeans of transni ssion, a campaign committee of a
statewi de candidate shall file a two-busi ness-day statenment under
t he precedi ng paragraph by electronic neans of transm ssion if the
canmpaign committee is required to file a pre-election
postel ection, or nonthly statenment of contributions and
expendi tures by el ectronic neans of transm ssion under this

section or section 3517.106 of the Revi sed Code.
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If a canpaign committee or political action comittee has no
bal ance on hand and no outstandi ng obligations and desires to
termnate itself, it shall file a statement to that effect, on a
form prescribed under this section and nmade under penalty of
election falsification, with the official with whomit files a
statement under division (A) of this section after filing a fina
statenment of contributions and a final statenent of expenditures,
if contributions have been received or expenditures made since the

period reflected in its last previously filed statenent.

(B) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C(7) of this
section, each statenent required by division (A) of this section

shall contain the follow ng information

(1) The full name and address of each canpaign conmittee,
political action comrittee, |egislative canmpaign fund, political
party, or political contributing entity, including any treasurer
of the committee, fund, party, or entity, filing a contribution

and expenditure statenent;

(2)(a) In the case of a canpaign conmttee, the candidate's

full nanme and address;

(b) In the case of a political action conmittee, the
regi strati on nunber assigned to the conmttee under division
(D (1) of this section

(3) The date of the election and whether it was or will be a

general, primary, or special election;

(4) A statenment of contributions received, which shal

include the follow ng information:
(a) The nonth, day, and year of the contribution;

(b)(i) The full nane and address of each person, politica
party, canpaign conmttee, |egislative canpaign fund, politica

action comrittee, or political contributing entity from whom
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contributions are received and the registration nunber assigned to
the political action comittee under division (D)(1) of this
section. The requirenent of filing the full address does not apply
to any statenent filed by a state or local conmittee of a
political party, to a finance conmittee of such committee, or to a
conm ttee recogni zed by a state or local conmttee as its
fund-raising auxiliary. Notwithstanding division (F) of this
section, the requirenent of filing the full address shall be

consi dered as being net if the address filed is the sanme address

the contributor provided under division (E)(1) of this section.

(ii) If a political action conmittee, political contributing
entity, legislative canpaign fund, or political party that is
required to file canpaign finance statenents by el ectronic nmeans
of transm ssion under section 3517.106 of the Revised Code or a
canmpai gn comittee of a statew de candi date or candidate for the
of fice of nenber of the general assenbly receives a contribution
froman individual that exceeds one hundred dollars, the nanme of
the individual's current enployer, if any, or, if the individua
is self-enployed, the individual's occupation and the nanme of the

i ndi vidual 's business, if any;

(iii) If a canpaign cormmittee of a statew de candi date or
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly
receives a contribution transmtted pursuant to section 3599. 031
of the Revised Code from anounts deducted fromthe wages and
sal aries of two or nore enpl oyees that exceeds in the aggregate
one hundred dollars during any one filing period under division
(A1), (2), (3), or (4) of this section, the full name of the
enpl oyees' enployer and the full name of the |abor organi zati on of

whi ch the enpl oyees are nenbers, if any.

(c) A description of the contribution received, if other than

nmoney;

(d) The value in dollars and cents of the contribution;
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(e) A separately item zed account of all contributions and
expendi tures regardl ess of the anount, except a receipt of a
contribution froma person in the sumof twenty-five dollars or
| ess at one social or fund-raising activity and a receipt of a
contribution transmtted pursuant to section 3599.031 of the
Revi sed Code from anounts deducted fromthe wages and sal ari es of
enpl oyees if the contribution fromthe anmount deducted fromthe
wages and sal ary of any one enpl oyee is twenty-five dollars or
| ess aggregated in a cal endar year. An account of the tota
contributions fromeach social or fund-raising activity shal
include a description of and the value of each in-kind
contribution received at that activity fromany person who nade
one or nore such contributions whose aggregate val ue exceeded two
hundred fifty dollars and shall be |listed separately, together
with the expenses incurred and paid in connection with that
activity. A canpaign conmittee, political action commttee,
| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, or political
contributing entity shall keep records of contributions from each
person in the amount of twenty-five dollars or |ess at one socia
or fund-raising activity and contributions from anounts deducted
under section 3599.031 of the Revised Code fromthe wages and
sal ary of each enployee in the amount of twenty-five dollars or
| ess aggregated in a cal endar year. No continuing association that
is recogni zed by a state or local conmittee of a political party
as an auxiliary of the party and that nmakes a contribution from
funds derived solely fromregul ar dues paid by nenbers of the
auxiliary shall be required to list the nane or address of any

nmenmbers who paid those dues.

Contributions that are other inconme shall be item zed
separately fromall other contributions. The information required
under division (B)(4) of this section shall be provided for al
other incone item zed. As used in this paragraph, "other incone"

means a | oan, investnent incone, or interest incone.
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(f) In the case of a canpaign committee of a state el ected
officer, if a person doing business with the state elected officer
inthe officer's official capacity makes a contribution to the
canmpai gn committee of that officer, the information required under
division (B)(4) of this section in regard to that contribution
whi ch shall be filed together with and considered a part of the
comrittee's statement of contributions as required under division
(A) of this section but shall be filed on a separate form provi ded

by the secretary of state. As used in this division:

(i) "State elected officer" has the sane nmeaning as in
section 3517.092 of the Revised Code.

(ii) "Person doing business" neans a person or an officer of
an entity who enters into one or nore contracts with a state
el ected officer or anyone authorized to enter into contracts on
behal f of that officer to receive payments for goods or services,
if the paynents total, in the aggregate, nore than five thousand

dollars during a cal endar year.

(5) A statenment of expenditures which shall include the

follow ng information:
(a) The nonth, day, and year of the expenditure;

(b) The full name and address of each person, political
party, canpaign comrittee, |egislative canpaign fund, politica
action comittee, or political contributing entity to whomthe
expendi ture was nade and the registrati on nunber assigned to the

political action commttee under division (D)(1) of this section
(c) The object or purpose for which the expenditure was made;
(d) The anmount of each expenditure.

(O (1) The statenent of contributions and expenditures shall
be signed by the person conpleting the form If a statenent of

contributions and expenditures is filed by el ectronic neans of
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transm ssion pursuant to this section or section 3517.106 of the
Revi sed Code, the electronic signature of the person who executes
the statenent and transmits the statenent by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion, as provided in division (H of section 3517.106 of

t he Revised Code, shall be attached to or associated with the
statenent and shall be binding on all persons and for all purposes
under the campaign finance reporting law as if the signature had

been handwitten in ink on a printed form

(2) The person filing the statenent, under penalty of
election falsification, shall include with it a list of each
anonynous contribution, the circunstances under which it was
received, and the reason it cannot be attributed to a specific

donor.

(3) Each statenment of a canpaign commttee of a candi date who
hol ds public office shall contain a designation of each
contributor who is an enployee in any unit or departnent under the
candi date's direct supervision and control. In a space provided in
the statenent, the person filing the statenment shall affirmthat

each such contribution was voluntarily made.

(4) A canpaign conmittee that did not receive contributions
or make expenditures in connection with the nom nation or el ection
of its candidate shall file a statenent to that effect, on a form
prescribed under this section and nade under penalty of election
falsification, on the date required in division (A)(2) of this

section.

(5) The canpaign conmittee of any person who attenpts to
becone a candi date and who, for any reason, does not becone
certified in accordance with Title XXXV of the Revised Code for
pl acenent on the official ballot of a primary, general, or speci al
el ection to be held in this state, and who, at any tinme prior to
or after an election, receives contributions or nakes

expendi tures, or has given consent for another to receive
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contributions or make expenditures, for the purpose of bringing
about the person's nomination or election to public office, shal
file the statenment or statenments prescribed by this section and a
termination statenment, if applicable. Division (C(5) of this
section does not apply to any person with respect to an el ection
to the offices of menber of a county or state central commttee,
presidential elector, or delegate to a national convention or

conference of a political party.

(6)(a) The statenments required to be filed under this section
shal | specify the balance in the hands of the canpaign commttee,
political action commttee, |egislative canpaign fund, political
party, or political contributing entity and the disposition

i ntended to be nade of that bal ance.

(b) The secretary of state shall prescribe the formfor all
statenents required to be filed under this section and shal
furnish the forns to the boards of elections in the several
counties. The boards of elections shall supply printed copies of
those forns w thout charge. The secretary of state shall prescribe
the appropriate methodol ogy, protocol, and data file structure for
statenents required or permitted to be filed by electronic nmeans
of transm ssion under division (A) of this section, divisions (E),
(F), and (G of section 3517.106, division (D) of section
3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012, and division (C) of
section 3517.1013, _and divisions (D) and (H) of section 3517.1014
of the Revised Code. Subject to division (A) of this section,
divisions (E), (F), and (G of section 3517.106, division (D) of
section 3517.1011, division (B) of section 3517.1012, and division
(C) of section 3517.1013, and divisions (D) and (H) of section
3517.1014 of the Revised Code, the statenments required to be

stored on conputer by the secretary of state under division (B) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in whatever

format the secretary of state considers necessary to enable the
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secretary of state to store the infornation contained in the
statenents on conputer. Any such format shall be of a type and
nature that is readily available to whoever is required to file

the statenents in that fornat.

(c) The secretary of state shall assess the need for training
regarding the filing of canpaign finance statenents by electronic
nmeans of transm ssion and regardi ng associ ated technol ogi es for
candi dat es, canpai gn conmittees, political action conmttees,
| egi sl ative canpaign funds, political parties, or political
contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships, or other
entities, e for persons naking di sbursenents to pay the direct
costs of producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or for

treasurers of transition funds, required or permtted to file

statenments by electronic nmeans of transm ssion under this section
or section 3517.105, 3517.106, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013_
or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code. If, in the opinion of the

secretary of state, training in these areas is necessary, the
secretary of state shall arrange for the provision of voluntary
training prograns for candi dates, canpaign conmittees, politica
action committees, |egislative canpaign funds, political parties,
or political contributing entities, for individuals, partnerships,
and other entities, o for persons naking di sbursenents to pay the
direct costs of producing or airing el ectioneering conmunications,

or for treasurers of transition funds, as appropriate.

(7) Each nonthly statenment and each two-business-day
statenent required by division (A of this section shall contain
the information required by divisions (B)(1) to (4), (O (2), and,
if appropriate, (C(3) of this section. Each statenent shall be

signed as required by division (C (1) of this section.

(D (1) Prior to receiving a contribution or nmaking an
expendi ture, every canpaign committee, political action comittee,

| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, or political
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contributing entity shall appoint a treasurer and shall file, on a
formprescribed by the secretary of state, a designation of that
appoi ntrent, including the full name and address of the treasurer
and of the canpaign comrittee, political action conmittee,

| egi sl ative canpaign fund, political party, or politica
contributing entity. That designation shall be filed with the
official with whomthe canpaign conmttee, political action
committee, legislative canpaign fund, political party, or

political contributing entity is required to file statenents under
section 3517.11 of the Revised Code. The nane of a canpaign
conmmttee shall include at |east the | ast name of the canpaign
conmttee's candidate. If two or nore candidates are the
beneficiaries of a single canmpaign committee under division (B) of
section 3517.081 of the Revised Code, the nane of the canpaign
committee shall include at |east the | ast nanme of each candi date
who is a beneficiary of that canpaign comittee. The secretary of
state shall assign a registration nunber to each political action
conmttee that files a designation of the appointnment of a
treasurer under this division if the political action commttee is
requi red by division (A)(1) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code
to file the statenents prescribed by this section with the

secretary of state.

(2) The treasurer appointed under division (D)(1) of this
section shall keep a strict account of all contributions, from

whom r ecei ved and the purpose for which they were di sbursed.

(3)(a) Except as otherw se provided in section 3517.108 of
the Revi sed Code, a canpaign committee shall deposit all nonetary
contributions received by the comrittee into an account separate
froma personal or business account of the candi date or canpai gn

conm ttee.

(b) A political action conmittee shall deposit all nonetary

contributions received by the cormittee into an account separate
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fromall other funds.

(c) A state or county political party nmay establish a state
candi date fund that is separate from an account that contains the
public noneys received fromthe Ohio political party fund under
section 3517.17 of the Revised Code and fromall other funds. A
state or county political party nmay deposit into its state
candi date fund any anmounts of nonetary contributions that are made
to or accepted by the political party subject to the applicable
limtations, if any, prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised
Code. A state or county political party shall deposit all other
nonetary contributions received by the party into one or nore
accounts that are separate fromits state candidate fund and from
its account that contains the public noneys received fromthe Onio

political party fund under section 3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(d) Each state political party shall have only one
| egi sl ative canpaign fund for each house of the general assenbly.
Each such fund shall be separate from any other funds or accounts
of that state party. A legislative canpaign fund is authorized to
recei ve contributions and nake expenditures for the primry
pur pose of furthering the election of candi dates who are nenbers
of that political party to the house of the general assenbly with
which that |egislative canpaign fund is associ ated. Each
| egi sl ative canpaign fund shall be administered and controlled in
a manner designated by the caucus. As used in this division,
"caucus" has the same neaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revised
Code and includes, as an ex officio nmenber, the chairperson of the
state political party with which the caucus is associated or that

chai rperson' s desi ghee.

(4) Every expenditure in excess of twenty-five dollars shal
be vouched for by a receipted bill, stating the purpose of the
expendi ture, that shall be filed with the statenent of

expendi tures. A canceled check with a notation of the purpose of
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the expenditure is a receipted bill for purposes of division
(D) (4) of this section

(5) The secretary of state or the board of elections, as the
case may be, shall issue a receipt for each statenment filed under
this section and shall preserve a copy of the receipt for a period
of at least six years. Al statements filed under this section
shal |l be open to public inspection in the office where they are
filed and shall be carefully preserved for a period of at |east

six years after the year in which they are filed.

(6) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to
section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, shall prescribe both of the

fol |l ow ng:

(a) The manner of inmmediately acknow edgi ng, with date and
time received, and preserving the receipt of statenents that are
transmtted by el ectronic neans of transmission to the secretary
of state pursuant to this section or section 3517.106, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code;

(b) The nmanner of preserving the contribution and
expendi ture, contribution and di sbursement, deposit and

di sbursenment, e+ gift and di sbursenment, or donation and

di sbursenent information in the statements described in division

(D (6)(a) of this section. The secretary of state shall preserve
the contribution and expenditure, contribution and di sbursenent,

deposit and di sbursenent, e+ gift and di sbursenent, or donation

and di sbursenent information in those statenents for at |east ten

years after the year in which they are filed by el ectronic nmeans

of transm ssion.

(7) The secretary of state, pursuant to division (1) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, shall nake avail abl e online
to the public through the internet the contribution and

expendi ture, contribution and di sbursenent, deposit and
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di sbursenent, er gift and disbursenent, or donation and

di sbursenment information in all statenents, all addenda,

amendments, or other corrections to statenments, and all anended
statenments filed with the secretary of state by electronic or

ot her means of transm ssion under this section, division (B)(2)(b)
or (©O(2)(b) of section 3517.105, or section 3517.106, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, 3517.1013, 3517.1014, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code.

The secretary of state may renove the information fromthe

internet after a reasonable period of tine.

(E) (1) Any person, political party, canpaign conmttee,
| egi sl ati ve canpaign fund, political action conmttee, or
political contributing entity that makes a contribution in
connection with the nom nation or election of any candidate or in
connection with any ballot issue or question at any el ection held
or to be held in this state shall provide its full nanme and
address to the recipient of the contribution at the tine the
contribution is nade. The political action comittee al so shal
provi de the registrati on nunber assigned to the conm ttee under
division (D)(1) of this section to the recipient of the

contribution at the tinme the contribution is nmade.

(2) Any individual who nakes a contribution that exceeds one
hundred dollars to a political action conmittee, political
contributing entity, legislative canpaign fund, or political party
or to a canpaign commttee of a statew de candidate or candi date
for the office of menber of the general assenbly shall provide the
name of the individual's current enployer, if any, or, if the
i ndividual is self-enployed, the individual's occupation and the
name of the individual's business, if any, to the recipient of the
contribution at the tine the contribution is made. Sections
3599. 39 and 3599.40 of the Revised Code do not apply to division
(E)(2) of this section

(3) If a canmpaign comittee shows that it has exercised its
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best efforts to obtain, maintain, and submt the information

requi red under divisions (B)(4)(b)(ii) and (iii) of this section,
that conmittee is considered to have net the requirenments of those
di vi sions. A canpai gn conm ttee shall not be considered to have
exercised its best efforts unless, in connection with witten
solicitations, it regularly includes a witten request for the
information required under division (B)(4)(b)(ii) of this section
fromthe contributor or the information required under division
(B)(4)(b)(iii) of this section fromwhoever transnits the

contri buti on.

(4) Any check that a political action conmttee uses to make
a contribution or an expenditure shall contain the full nanme and
address of the conmttee and the registrati on nunber assigned to

the commttee under division (D)(1) of this section
(F) As used in this section

(1) (a) Except as otherw se provided in division (F)(1) of
this section, "address" neans all of the following if they exist:
apartnment nunber, street, road, or highway name and nunber, rural
delivery route nunber, city or village, state, and zip code as

used in a person's post-office address, but not post-office box.

(b) Except as otherwi se provided in division (F)(1) of this
section, if an address is required in this section, a post-office
box and office, room or suite nunmber nmay be included in addition
to, but not in lieu of, an apartnent, street, road, or highway

name and nunber.

(c) If an address is required in this section, a canpaign
conmttee, political action commttee, |egislative canpaign fund,
political party, or political contributing entity nmay use the
busi ness or residence address of its treasurer or deputy
treasurer. The post-office box nunber of the canpaign commttee,

political action conmittee, |egislative canpaign fund, political
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party, or political contributing entity nay be used in addition to

t hat addr ess.

(d) For the sole purpose of a campaign committee's reporting
of contributions on a statenent of contributions received under
division (B)(4) of this section, "address" has one of the

foll owm ng neani ngs at the option of the canpaign commttee:

(i) The same neaning as in division (F)(1)(a) of this

section;

(ii) Al of the following, if they exist: the contributor's
post-of fice box nunber and city or village, state, and zip code as

used in the contributor's post-office address.

(e) As used with regard to the reporting under this section
of any expenditure, "address" nmeans all of the following if they
exi st: apartment nunber, street, road, or highway name and nunber,
rural delivery route nunber, city or village, state, and zip code
as used in a person's post-office address, or post-office box. If
an address concerning any expenditure is required in this section,
a canpaign committee, political action comittee, |egislative
campai gn fund, political party, or political contributing entity
may use the business or residence address of its treasurer or

deputy treasurer or its post-office box nunber.

(2) "Statew de candi date" neans the joint candidates for the
of fices of governor and |ieutenant governor or a candidate for the
of fice of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of
state, attorney general, nmenber of the state board of education,
chief justice of the suprenme court, or justice of the suprene

court.

(3) "Candidate for county office" neans a candi date for the
office of county auditor, county treasurer, clerk of the court of
common pl eas, judge of the court of common pleas, sheriff, county

recorder, county engi neer, county conm ssioner, prosecuting
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attorney, or coroner.

(G An independent expenditure shall be reported whenever and
in the same manner that an expenditure is required to be reported
under this section and shall be reported pursuant to division
(B)(2)(a) or (O(2)(a) of section 3517.105 of the Revised Code.

(H (1) Except as otherw se provided in division (H)(2) of
this section, if, during the conbined pre-election and
postel ection reporting periods for an el ection, a canpaign
conm ttee has received contributions of five hundred dollars or
| ess and has nmade expenditures in the total amount of five hundred
dollars or less, it may file a statenment to that effect, under
penalty of election falsification, in lieu of the statenent
required by division (A)(2) of this section. The statenent shal
indicate the total anount of contributions received and the tota
anmount of expenditures made during those conmbi ned reporting

peri ods.

(2) In the case of a successful candidate at a primary
election, if either the total contributions received by or the
total expenditures made by the candi date's canpaign committee
during the preprimary, postprimary, pregeneral, and postgeneral
el ection periods conbined equal nore than five hundred doll ars,
the canpaign conmittee may file the statenent under division
(H (1) of this section only for the primary el ection. The first
statenent that the canpaign comrittee files in regard to the
general election shall reflect all contributions received and al
expendi tures made during the preprimry and postprimary el ection

peri ods.

(3) Divisions (H (1) and (2) of this section do not apply if
a canpaign commttee receives contributions or makes expenditures
prior to the first day of January of the year of the election at
whi ch the candi date seeks nom nation or election to office or if

the canpaign conmittee does not file a termnation statenment with
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its postprimary election statenent in the case of an unsuccessful
primary el ection candidate or with its postgeneral election

statenent in the case of other candi dates.

(1) I'n the case of a contribution made by a partner of a
partnership or an owner or a nenber of another unincorporated
busi ness fromany funds of the partnership or other unincorporated

busi ness, all of the follow ng apply:

(1) The recipient of the contribution shall report the
contribution by listing both the partnership or other
uni ncor por at ed busi ness and the nane of the partner, owner, or

menber making the contribution.

(2) In reporting the contribution, the recipient of the
contribution shall be entitled to conclusively rely upon the
i nformation provided by the partnership or other unincorporated
busi ness, provided that the information includes one of the

fol | owi ng:

(a) The nane of each partner, owner, or nenber as of the date
of the contribution or contributions, and a statenment that the
total contributions are to be allocated equally anong all of the

partners, owners, or nenbers; or

(b) The name of each partner, owner, or nenber as of the date
of the contribution or contributions who is participating in the
contribution or contributions, and a statenment that the
contribution or contributions are to be allocated to those
i ndividuals in accordance with the information provided by the
partnership or other unincorporated business to the recipient of

the contribution.

(3) For purposes of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, the
contribution shall be considered to have been nade by the partner

owner, or nenber reported under division (1)(1) of this section.

(4) No contribution froma partner of a partnership or an
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owner or a nenber of another unincorporated business shall be
accepted fromany funds of the partnership or other unincorporated
busi ness unl ess the recipient reports the contribution under
division (1)(1) of this section together with the information

provi ded under division (1)(2) of this section.

(5) No partnership or other unincorporated business shal
make a contribution or contributions solely in the nane of the

partnershi p or other unincorporated business.

(6) As used in division (1) of this section, "partnership or
ot her uni ncorporated business" includes, but is not limted to, a
cooperative, a sole proprietorship, a general partnership, a
limted partnership, a limted partnership association, a limted

liability partnership, and a limted liability conpany.

(J) A candidate shall have only one canpaign committee at any
given tinme for all of the offices for which the person is a

candi date or holds office.

(K)(1) In addition to filing a designation of appointnent of
a treasurer under division (D)(1) of this section, the canpaign
conm ttee of any candidate for an el ected nunicipal office that
pays an annual anmount of conpensation of five thousand dollars or
| ess, the canpaign conmttee of any candidate for nmenber of a
board of education except nmenber of the state board of education
or the canpaign committee of any candi date for township trustee or
township fiscal officer may sign, under penalty of election
falsification, a certificate attesting that the commttee will not
accept contributions during an el ection period that exceed in the
aggregate two thousand dollars fromall contributors and one
hundred dollars from any one individual, and that the canpaign
comrittee will not nake expenditures during an el ection period

that exceed in the aggregate two thousand dol | ars.

The certificate shall be on a form prescribed by the
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secretary of state and shall be filed not later than ten days
after the candidate files a declaration of candi dacy and petition,
a nomnating petition, or a declaration of intent to be a wite-in

candi dat e.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in division (K)(3) of this
section, a canpaign conmittee that files a certificate under
division (K)y(1) of this section is not required to file the

statenents required by division (A of this section.

(3) If, after filing a certificate under division (K)(1) of
this section, a campaign comittee exceeds any of the linmtations
described in that division during an el ection period, the
certificate is void and thereafter the canpai gn conm ttee shal
file the statenments required by division (A) of this section. If
the canpai gn conmittee has not previously filed a statenent, then
on the first statenent the canpaign conmmittee is required to file
under division (A) of this section after the conmittee's
certificate is void, the conmttee shall report all contributions
recei ved and expenditures nmade fromthe time the candidate filed
t he candi date's decl aration of candi dacy and petition, nom nating

petition, or declaration of intent to be a wite-in candi date.

(4) As used in division (K) of this section, "election
peri od" neans the period of tinme beginning on the day a person
files a declaration of candi dacy and petition, nom nating
petition, or declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate
through the day of the election at which the person seeks
nonmi nation to office if the person is not elected to office, or
if the candidate was nominated in a primary election, the day of

the election at which the candi date seeks office.

(L) A political contributing entity that receives
contributions fromthe dues, nenbership fees, or other assessnents
of its menbers or fromits officers, sharehol ders, and enpl oyees

may report the aggregate anmount of contributions received from
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those contributors and the nunber of individuals naking those
contributions, for each filing period under divisions (A (1), (2),
(3), and (4) of this section, rather than reporting informtion as
requi red under division (B)(4) of this section, including, when
applicable, the nanme of the current enployer, if any, of a

contri butor whose contribution exceeds one hundred dollars or, if
such a contributor is self-enployed, the contributor's occupation
and the nane of the contributor's business, if any. Division
(B)(4) of this section applies to a political contributing entity
with regard to contributions it receives fromall other

contributors.

Sec. 3517.106. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Statew de office" neans any of the offices of governor,
i eutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state,
treasurer of state, attorney general, chief justice of the suprene

court, and justice of the suprene court.

(2) "Addendumto a statenment" includes an anmendnment or ot her

correction to that statenent.

(B)(1) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
informati on contained in statements of contributions and
expenditures and nonthly statenments required to be fil ed under
section 3517.10 of the Revised Code and in statements of
i ndependent expenditures required to be filed under section
3517. 105 of the Revised Code by any of the foll ow ng:

(a) The canpai gn conmittees of candidates for statew de

of fice;

(b) The political action conrittees and political
contributing entities described in division (A)(1) of section
3517. 11 of the Revi sed Code;

(c) Legislative canpaign funds;
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(d) State political parties;

(e) Individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor
organi zations, or other entities that make independent
expendi tures in support of or opposition to a statew de candi date

or a statew de ballot issue or question;

(f) The canpaign comm ttees of candidates for the office of

nmenber of the general assenbly;

(g) County political parties, with respect to their state

candi dat e funds.

(2) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
i nformati on contained in disclosure of electioneering
comuni cations statenents required to be filed under section
3517. 1011 of the Revised Code.

(3) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the
i nformati on contained in deposit and di sbursenent statenents
required to be filed with the office of the secretary of state
under section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code.

(4) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the gift
and di sbursenent information contained in statenments required to
be filed with the office of the secretary of state under section
3517. 1013 of the Revised Code.

(5) The secretary of state shall store on conputer the

i nformati on contained in donation and di sbursenent statenents

required to be filed with the office of the secretary of state
under section 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

(O (1) The secretary of state shall nake available to the
campai gn committees, political action comrmittees, political
contributing entities, legislative canpaign funds, political
parties, individuals, partnerships, corporations, |abor

organi zations, treasurers of transition funds, and other entities
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described in division (B) of this section, and to nenbers of the
news nedi a and other interested persons, for a reasonable fee,
conmputer progranms that are conpatible with the secretary of
state's nmethod of storing the infornmation contained in the

st at enent s.

(2) The secretary of state shall make the information
required to be stored under division (B) of this section avail able
on conputer at the secretary of state's office so that, to the
maxi num extent feasible, individuals may obtain at the secretary
of state's office any part or all of that information for any
gi ven year, subject to the lintation expressed in division (D) of

this section.

(D) The secretary of state shall keep the information stored
on comput er under division (B) of this section for at |east six

years.

(E) (1) Subject to division (L) of this section and subject to
the secretary of state having inplenmented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (C)(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of campaign finance statenments by el ectronic
means of transm ssion, the canpaign conmittee of each candi date
for statewide office may file the statenents prescribed by section
3517.10 of the Revised Code by el ectronic neans of transm ssion
or, if the total anmount of the contributions received or the tota
anount of the expenditures nade by the canpaign conmittee for the
applicable reporting period as specified in division (A of
section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code exceeds ten thousand doll ars,

shall file those statenents by el ectronic neans of transm ssion

Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five
busi ness days after a statenent filed by a canpaign committee of a

candi date for statewide office is received by the secretary of
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state by electronic or other nmeans of transm ssion, the secretary
of state shall nake available online to the public through the
internet, as provided in division (I) of this section, the
contribution and expenditure information in that statenent. The
secretary of state shall not nmake available online to the public
through the internet any contribution or expenditure information
contained in a statenment for any candidate until the secretary of
state is able to make available online to the public through the
internet the contribution and expenditure information for al

candi dates for a particular office, or until the applicable filing
deadline for that statenment has passed, whichever is sooner. As
soon as the secretary of state has available all of the
contribution and expenditure information for all candidates for a
particular office, or as soon as the applicable filing deadline
for a statenent has passed, whichever is sooner, the secretary of
state shall sinultaneously nmake available online to the public
through the internet the information for all candi dates for that

of fice.

If a statenent filed by electronic nmeans of transnission is
found to be inconmplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statement for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the canpaign
committee shall file by electronic neans of transnission any
addendumto the statenment that provides the information necessary
to conplete or correct the statenent or, if required by the

secretary of state under that division, an anmended st atenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma canpaign cormittee of a candidate for statew de
of fice an addendumto the statenent or an anended statenent by
el ectronic or other means of transm ssion under this division or
division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the

secretary of state shall nake the contribution and expenditure
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information in the addendum or anended statenent avail able online
to the public through the internet as provided in division (1) of

this section.

(2) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enmented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectronic nmeans of transnission, a political action conmttee and
a political contributing entity described in division (B)(1)(b) of
this section, a legislative canpaign fund, and a state political
party may file the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code by el ectronic neans of transmission or, if the tota
amount of the contributions received or the total anount of the
expendi tures nmade by the political action conmittee, political
contributing entity, |egislative canpaign fund, or state political
party for the applicable reporting period as specified in division
(A) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code exceeds ten thousand
dollars, shall file those statenents by el ectronic neans of

transm ssi on.

Wthin five business days after a statenent filed by a
political action conmittee or a political contributing entity
described in division (B)(1)(b) of this section, a |legislative
canmpai gn fund, or a state political party is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other nmeans of transnission,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the contribution and expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenent filed by electronic neans of transm ssion is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the politica
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action committee, political contributing entity, |legislative
canmpai gn fund, or state political party shall file by electronic
nmeans of transm ssion any addendumto the statenment that provides
the informati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or
if required by the secretary of state under that division, an

amended st at enent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma political action committee or a politica
contributing entity described in division (B)(1)(b) of this
section, a legislative canpaign fund, or a state political party
an addendumto the statenment or an anended statenent by electronic
or other means of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall nake the contribution and expenditure information in
the addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(3) Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectronic means of transm ssion, a county political party shal
file the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code with respect to its state candi date fund by el ectronic neans

of transnission to the office of the secretary of state.

Wthin five business days after a statenment filed by a county
political party with respect to its state candidate fund is
received by the secretary of state by el ectronic nmeans of
transm ssion, the secretary of state shall make avail able online
to the public through the internet, as provided in division (I) of
this section, the contribution and expenditure information in that

statenent.
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If a statenment is found to be inconplete or inaccurate after
the exanmi nation of the statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy
pursuant to division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code, a county political party shall file by electronic nmeans of
transm ssion any addendumto the statenent that provides the
i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or, if
required by the secretary of state under that division, an anmended

statenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma county political party an addendumto the
statenent or an anended statenent by el ectronic neans of
transmi ssion under this division or division (B)(3)(a) of section
3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of state shall nmake the
contribution and expenditure information in the addendum or
anended statenent available online to the public through the

internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(F)(1) Subject to division (L) of this section and subject to
the secretary of state having inplenmented, tested, and verified
the successful operation of any systemthe secretary of state
prescribes pursuant to division (H)(1) of this section and
divisions (Q(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by el ectronic
means of transm ssion, a canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the
of fice of nenber of the general assenbly or a canpaign conmittee
of a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals nay
file the statements prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code in accordance with division (A)(2) of section 3517.11 of the
Revi sed Code or by electronic neans of transmi ssion to the office
of the secretary of state or, if the total anobunt of the
contributions received by the canpaign committee for the
applicable reporting period as specified in division (A of

section 3517.10 of the Revi sed Code exceeds ten thousand doll ars,
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shall file those statenents by electronic nmeans of transm ssion to

the office of the secretary of state.

Except as otherwi se provided in this division, within five
busi ness days after a statenent filed by a canpaign committee of a
candi date for the office of nenber of the general assenbly or a
canpai gn conmttee of a candidate for the office of judge of a
court of appeals is received by the secretary of state by
el ectronic or other neans of transmission, the secretary of state
shal |l nmake available online to the public through the internet, as
provided in division (1) of this section, the contribution and
expendi ture information in that statement. The secretary of state
shall not nake available online to the public through the internet
any contribution or expenditure information contained in a
statenment for any candidate until the secretary of state is able
to make available online to the public through the internet the
contribution and expenditure information for all candidates for a
particular office, or until the applicable filing deadline for
that statenment has passed, whichever is sooner. As soon as the
secretary of state has available all of the contribution and
expendi ture information for all candidates for a particular
office, or as soon as the applicable filing deadline for a
st at enent has passed, whichever is sooner, the secretary of state
shal | sinmultaneously nmake avail able online to the public through

the internet the information for all candi dates for that office.

If a statenment filed by electronic nmeans of transnission is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the canpaign
comrittee shall file by electronic nmeans of transm ssion to the
office of the secretary of state any addendumto the statenent
that provides the information necessary to conplete or correct the

statenent or, if required by the secretary of state under that
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di vi si on, an anended st at enent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froma canpaign conmittee of a candidate for the office
of menber of the general assenbly or a canpaign committee of a
candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals an
addendumto the statenment or an anended statenent by el ectronic or
ot her means of transm ssion under this division or division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall mmke the contribution and expenditure information in
the addendum or anended statenent available online to the public

through the internet as provided in division (1) of this section.

(2) If a statenent, addendum or anended statenent is not
filed by electronic nmeans of transm ssion to the office of the
secretary of state but is filed by printed version only under
division (A)(2) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code with the
appropriate board of elections, the canmpaign committee of a
candi date for the office of nmenber of the general assenbly or a
canpai gn conmttee of a candidate for the office of judge of a
court of appeals shall file two copies of the printed version of
the statenment, addendum or anended statenment with the board of
el ections. The board of elections shall send one of those copies
by certified mail to the secretary of state before the close of
busi ness on the day the board of elections receives the statenent,

addendum or anended st atenent.

(G Subject to the secretary of state having inpl enented,
tested, and verified the successful operation of any systemthe
secretary of state prescribes pursuant to division (H (1) of this
section and divisions (C(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of
the Revised Code for the filing of canpaign finance statenents by
el ectroni ¢ nmeans of transnission, any individual, partnership, or
other entity that nmakes independent expenditures in support of or

opposition to a statew de candidate or a statew de ballot issue or
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guestion as provided in division (B)(2)(b) or (©(2)(b) of section
3517.105 of the Revised Code nay file the statenent specified in
that division by electronic neans of transmission or, if the total
amount of independent expenditures made during the reporting
peri od under that division exceeds ten thousand dollars, shall
file the statenent specified in that division by electronic nmeans

of transm ssion.

Wthin five business days after a statenent filed by an
i ndi vidual, partnership, or other entity is received by the
secretary of state by electronic or other nmeans of transnission,
the secretary of state shall make available online to the public
through the internet, as provided in division (1) of this section,

the expenditure information in that statenent.

If a statenent filed by electronic neans of transmi ssion is
found to be inconplete or inaccurate after the exam nation of the
statenent for conpl eteness and accuracy pursuant to division
(B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, the individual
partnership, or other entity shall file by electronic neans of
transni ssion any addendumto the statenent that provides the
i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent or, if
required by the secretary of state under that division, an anended

statenent.

Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives froman individual, partnership, or other entity
described in division (B)(2)(b) or (O (2)(b) of section 3517.105
of the Revised Code an addendumto the statenment or an anended
statenent by electronic or other neans of transm ssion under this
division or division (B)(3)(a) of section 3517.11 of the Revised
Code, the secretary of state shall make the expenditure
information in the addendum or anended statenent avail able online
to the public through the internet as provided in division (1) of

this section.

Page 42

1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283
1284

1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290

1291
1292
1293
1294
1295
1296
1297
1298
1299

1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

(H (1) The secretary of state, by rule adopted pursuant to
section 3517.23 of the Revised Code, shall prescribe one or nore
techni ques by which a person who executes and transmts by
el ectronic means a statenent of contributions and expenditures, a
statenent of independent expenditures, a disclosure of

el ectioneering conmuni cations statenment, a deposit and

di sbursenment statement, e~ a gift and di sbursenent statenent, or a

donation and di sbursenent statenent, an addendumto any of those

statenents, an anended statenent of contributions and

expendi tures, an anended statenent of independent expenditures, an
anended di scl osure of el ectioneering comruni cati ons statenent, an
amended deposit and di sbursenent statenment, e+ an anended gift and

di sbursement statenent, or _an anmended donation and di sbursenent

statenent, under this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105,
3517.1011, 3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised

Code shall electronically sign the statenment, addendum or amended
statenent. Any technique prescribed by the secretary of state
pursuant to this division shall create an el ectronic signature

that satisfies all of the follow ng:
(a) It is unique to the signer
(b) It objectively identifies the signer.

(c) It involves the use of a signature device or other neans
or nethod that is under the sole control of the signer and that

cannot be readily duplicated or conprom sed.

(d) It is created and linked to the electronic record to
which it relates in a manner that, if the record or signature is
intentionally or unintentionally changed after signing, the

el ectronic signature is invalidated.

(2) An electronic signature prescribed by the secretary of
state under division (H(1) of this section shall be attached to

or associated with the statenent of contributions and

Page 43

1310
1311
1312
1313
1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328

1329

1330

1331
1332
1333

1334
1335
1336
1337

1338
1339
1340



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

expendi tures, the statenent of independent expenditures, the
di scl osure of el ectioneering conmunications statenent, the deposit
and di sbursenent statenent, e+ the gift and di sbursenent

statenent, or the donation and di sbursenent statenent. the

addendum to any of those statenents, the anended statenent of
contributions and expenditures, the anended statenent of

i ndependent expenditures, the anended di scl osure of el ectioneering
conmmuni cati ons statenent, the anended deposit and di sbursenent

statenent, er the anmended gift and di sbursenent statenment, or the

anmended donati on and di sbursenent statenent that is executed and

transnitted by el ectronic neans by the person to whomthe

el ectronic signature is attributed. The el ectronic signature that
is attached to or associated with the statenent, addendum or
anended statenent under this division shall be binding on al
persons and for all purposes under the canpaign finance reporting
law as if the signature had been handwitten in ink on a printed

form

(1) The secretary of state shall nmake the contribution and
expendi ture, the contribution and di sbursenent, the deposit and

di sbursenent, e+ the gift and di sbursenment, or the donation and

di sbursenent information in all statenents, all addenda to the

statenents, and all anended statenents that are filed with the
secretary of state by electronic or other nmeans of transm ssion
under this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105, 3517.1011,

3517.1012, 3517.1013, 3517.1014, or 3517.11 of the Revised Code

avail able online to the public by any nmeans that are searchabl e,

vi ewabl e, and accessi ble through the internet.

(J)(1) As used in this division, "library" neans a library

that is open to the public and that is one of the foll ow ng:

(a) Alibrary that is maintained and regul ated under section
715.13 of the Revised Code;

(b) Alibrary that is created, maintained, and regul ated
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under Chapter 3375. of the Revised Code.

(2) The secretary of state shall notify all libraries of the
| ocation on the internet at which the contribution and
expendi ture, contribution and di sbursement, deposit and

di sbursenment, e+ gift and di sbursenment, or donation and

di sbursenment information in canpaign finance statenents required

to be made avail able online to the public through the internet

pursuant to division (lI) of this section may be accessed.

If that location is part of the world wide web and if the
secretary of state has notified a library of that world wi de web
| ocation as required by this division, the library shall include a
link to that world wi de web | ocation on each internet-connected

conputer it maintains that is accessible to the public.

(3) If the systemthe secretary of state prescribes for the
filing of canpaign finance statenents by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion pursuant to division (H (1) of this section and
divisions (CQ(6)(b) and (D)(6) of section 3517.10 of the Revised
Code includes filing those statements through the internet via the
worl d wi de web, the secretary of state shall notify all libraries
of the world wide web |l ocation at which those statenments may be
filed.

If those statenents may be filed through the internet via the
world wide web and if the secretary of state has notified a
library of that world wide web location as required by this
division, the library shall include a link to that world wi de web
| ocation on each internet-connected conputer it maintains that is

accessible to the public.

(Ky It is an affirnmati ve defense to a conplaint or charge
brought agai nst any canpai gn conmttee, political action
committee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign

fund, or political party, any individual, partnership, or other
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entity, e+ any person making di shursenents to pay the direct costs
of producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or any

treasurer of a transition fund, for the failure to file by

el ectroni ¢ nmeans of transnission a canpaign finance statenent as
required by this section or section 3517.10, 3517.105, 3517.1011,
3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code that al

of the following apply to the canpaign commttee, political action

committee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign
fund, or political party, the individual, partnership, or other
entity, e+ the person making disbursenents to pay the direct costs
of producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or the

treasurer of a transition fund that failed to so fil e:

(1) The canpaign comrittee, political action committee,
political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, er
the person naking di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of
producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or the

treasurer of a transition fund attenpted to file by electronic

means of transm ssion the required statenent prior to the deadline

set forth in the applicable section.

(2) The canpaign conmittee, political action conmttee,
political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, er
t he person maki ng di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of
producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or the

treasurer of a transition fund was unable to file by electronic

nmeans of transm ssion due to an expected or unexpected shut down of
the whole or part of the electronic canpaign finance
statenent-filing system such as for naintenance or because of

har dware, software, or network connection failure.

(3) The canpaign conmittee, political action commttee,
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political contributing entity, l|egislative canpaign fund, or
political party, the individual, partnership, or other entity, er
the person naki ng di sbursenents to pay the direct costs of

producing or airing electioneering conmunications, or the

treasurer of a transition fund filed by electronic nmeans of

transm ssion the required statement within a reasonabl e period of
time after being unable to so file it under the circunstance

described in division (K)(2) of this section.

(L)(1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to permt a canpaign comrttee of
a candidate for statewi de office that nakes expenditures of |ess
than twenty-five thousand dollars during the filing period or a
campaign committee for the office of nenber of the genera
assenbly or the office of judge of a court of appeals that would
otherwi se be required to file canpaign finance statenents hy
el ectroni ¢ nmeans of transnission under division (E) or (F) of this
section to file those statenments by paper with the office of the
secretary of state. Those rules shall provide for all of the

foll ow ng:

(a) An eligible canpaign conmittee that wishes to file a
canpai gn finance statenment by paper instead of by el ectronic neans
of transm ssion shall file the statenment on paper with the office
of the secretary of state not sooner than twenty-four hours after
the end of the filing period set forth in section 3517.10 of the

Revi sed Code that is covered by the applicable statenent.

(b) The statement shall be acconpanied by a fee, the anount
of which the secretary of state shall determ ne by rule. The
anmount of the fee established under this division shall not exceed
the data entry and data verification costs the secretary of state
will incur to convert the information on the statenent to an

el ectronic format as required under division (I) of this section.

(c) The secretary of state shall arrange for the information
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in canpai gn finance statenents filed pursuant to division (L) of
this section to be made available online to the public through the
internet in the same manner, and at the sanme times, as information
is made avail abl e under divisions (E), (F), and (I) of this
section for candi dates whose canpaign commttees file those

statenents by el ectronic means of transm ssion

(d) The candidate of an eligible canmpaign commttee that
intends to file a canpaign finance statenent pursuant to division
(L) of this section shall file a notice indicating that the
candi date's canpaign conmittee intends to so file and stating that
filing the statement by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion woul d
constitute a hardship for the candidate or for the eligible

campai gn commi ttee.

(e) An eligible canpaign committee that files a campaign
fi nance statenent on paper pursuant to division (L) of this
section shall review the contribution and information nade
avail able online by the secretary of state with respect to that
paper filing and shall notify the secretary of state of any errors
with respect to that filing that appear in the data nmade avail abl e

on that web site.

(f) If an eligible canpaign committee whose candi date has
filed a notice in accordance with rul es adopted under division
(L)(1)(d) of this section subsequently fails to file that
st at enent on paper by the applicable deadline established in rules
adopt ed under division (L)(1)(a) of this section, penalties for
the late filing of the canpaign finance statenent shall apply to
that canpaign commttee for each day after that paper filing
deadline, as if the canpaign conmttee had filed the statenent
after the applicable deadline set forth in division (A) of section
3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(2) The process for pernitting canpaign conmittees that woul d

ot herwi se be required to file canpaign finance statenents by
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el ectronic neans of transnission to file those statenents on paper
with the office of the secretary of state that is required to be
devel oped under division (L)(1) of this section shall be in effect
and available for use by eligible canmpaign committees for al
campai gn finance statenents that are required to be filed on or
after June 30, 2005. Notwithstanding any provision of the Revised
Code to the contrary, if the process the secretary of state is
required to devel op under division (L)(1) of this section is not
in effect and avail able for use on and after June 30, 2005, al
penalties for the failure of canpaign conmittees to file canpaign
fi nance statenents by el ectronic nmeans of transm ssion shall be
suspended until such time as that process is in effect and

avai | abl e for use.

(3) Notwi thstanding any provision of the Revised Code to the
contrary, any eligible canpaign conmttee that files canpaign
finance statenents on paper with the office of the secretary of
state pursuant to division (L)(1) of this section shall be deened
to have filed those canpaign finance statenments by el ectronic

means of transmission to the office of the secretary of state.

Sec. 3517.1014. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Donation" neans a qgift, subscription, |oan, advance, or

deposit of noney, or anything of value that is specifically

desi gnated and used to defray any costs incurred for transition

activities and inaugural celebrations and that is not used for the

purpose of directly influencing the election of any candi date for

any office.

(2) "Costs incurred for transition activities and inauqural

celebrations" neans leqgitimte and verifiable costs that are

incurred for ordinary and necessary activities associated with

either of the foll ow ng:

(a) The transfer of power or authority fromone state

Page 49

1500
1501
1502
1503
1504
1505
1506
1507
1508
1509
1510
1511
1512

1513
1514
1515
1516
1517
1518

1519

1520
1521
1522
1523
1524
1525

1526
1527
1528
1529

1530



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

officeholder to another following a general or special election or

appoi ntnment to office;

(b) Cerenpnies, events, or activities comenprating the

commencenent of a termor the comrencenent of an unexpired term of

a state officehol der

(3) "State officeholder” neans a person who has been el ected

or _appointed to a state office.

(4) "State office" nmeans the joint offices of governor and

| i eut enant governor or the office of secretary of state, auditor

of state, treasurer of state, attorney general, menber of the

general assenbly, or chief justice or justice of the suprene

court.

(B)(1) A state officeholder may establish a transition fund

to receive donations and to pay costs incurred for transition

activities and inaugural celebrations. The state officehol der

shall file a statenent with the secretary of state establishing

the fund and designating a treasurer for the fund. The secretary

of state shall specify. by rule, the formof the statenent.

(2) A state officeholder may establish a transition fund:

(a) After the unofficial results of the election at which the

person seeks election to state office have been announced, if the

nunber of ballots outstanding for that election are insufficient

to change the unofficial election results:;

(b) After the canvass of the election returns has been

conpleted for the election at which the person seeks election to

state office, if the nunber of ballots outstanding for that

election after the unofficial results of the election were

announced were sufficient to potentially change the unoffici al

election results; or

(c) After the person has been appointed to fill a vacancy in
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an unexpired termof a state office.

(O (1) (a) Any person, including a for-profit or nonprofit

corporation, nay make a donation to a transition fund.

(b) No person shall make a donation or donations to any one

transition fund aggregati ng nore than twenty-five thousand

doll ars.

(2) No state officeholder shall accept a donation unl ess both

of the foll owi ng apply:

(a) The state officeholder has established a transition fund

under division (B) of this section; and

(b) The donation is deposited to the credit of that fund.

(3) No state officeholder or treasurer of a transition fund

shal | accept a donation or donations fromany one person

aggreqgating nore than twenty-five thousand doll ars.

(D) (1) The treasurer of a transition fund shall keep a strict

account of all donations to the fund and all disbursenents from
the fund.

(2) The treasurer of a transition fund shall file, by

electronic neans of transm ssion to the office of the secretary of

state, a full, true, and item zed statenent describing each

donation received and each disbursenent made fromthe fund not

|ater than four p.m of the foll ow ng dates:

(a) The sixty-fifth day after the transition fund is created,

to reflect donations received and di shursenents nade fromthe

creation of the transition fund to the close of business on the

fifth day before the statenent is required to be filed;

(b) The one hundred twenty-fifth day after the transition

fund is created, to reflect donations received and di sbursenents

made fromthe close of business on the |ast day reflected in the

| ast previously filed statenent to the close of business on the
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fifth day before the statenent is required to be filed.

(3) Each statenent required under division (D)(2) of this

section shall contain the foll owi ng information:

(a) The full name and address of the treasurer filing the

statenent _and the full name and address of the state officehol der

who is the beneficiary of the transition fund;

(b) A statenent of donations received, which shall include

all of the follow ng:

(i) The nonth, day., and year on whi ch each donati on was

received;

(ii) The full nane and address of each donor:

(iii) The nature of each donation., if other than noney:

(iv) The value of each donation in dollars and cents.

(c) A statenent of disbursenents, which shall include all of

the foll ow ng:

(i) The nane and address of each recipient of the

di sbur senment ;

(ii) The date of each di sbursenent:

(iii) The ampunt of each di sbursenent:

(iv) The purpose for which each di sbursenent was nade.

(d) The bal ance remmining in the fund.

(E)(1) No treasurer of a transition fund shall know nagly fail

to file a statenent required to be filed under this section.

(2) No treasurer of a transition fund shall knowingly fail to

report, or shall knowingly m srepresent, a donation required to be

reported on a statenent required to be filed under this section.

(3) No treasurer of a transition fund shall knowingly fail to

report, or shall knowingly msrepresent, a disbursenent required
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to be reported on a statenent required to be filed under this

section.

(F) Upon request, the secretary of state shall issue a

recei pt for each statenent filed under this section. The secretary

of state shall maintain a record of the filing for at |east ten

vears. Al statenents filed under this section shall be open to

public inspection in the office in which they are filed.

(G (1) Except as otherwi se provided in division (H (1) of

this section, no treasurer of a transition fund shall neke a

di sbursenent fromthe fund for a purpose other than to pay costs

incurred for transition activities and inaugural cel ebrati ons.

(2) No treasurer of a transition fund shall make a

di sbursenent fromthe fund to nmake a contribution to a canpai gn

committee, political action conmmittee, |eqgislative canpai gn fund,

political party, or political contributing entity.

(3) No treasurer of a transition fund shall nmke a

di sbhursenent fromthe fund to reinburse any personal expenses of

the beneficiary of the transition fund, except to reinburse the

beneficiary of the transition fund for costs incurred for

transition activities and inaugural cel ebrations.

(H (1) After the paynent of all costs incurred for transition

activities and inaugural celebrations, the treasurer of the

transition fund shall dispose of any assets remmining in the

transition fund not later than the one hundred twentieth day after

the fund is created by doing any of the follow nag:

(a) Gving the anbunt to the treasurer of state for deposit

into the state treasury to the credit of the Chio el ections

conm ssion fund created by division (1) of section 3517.152 of the

Revi sed Code;

(b) Gving the anpbunt to individuals who nade donations to

that transition fund as a refund of all or part of their
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donat i ons;

(c) Gving the anpbunt to a corporation that is exenpt from

federal inconme taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in

subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(2) Not later than one hundred twenty-five days after the day

the transition fund is created, the treasurer of the transition

fund shall file a final statenent of donations and di sbursenments

under division (D) of this section that includes the disbhursenents

nmade under division (H) (1) of this section. Upon the filing of

that statenent, the transition fund shall cease to exist.

Sec. 3517.11. (A) (1) Canpaign committees of candidates for
statewi de office or the state board of education, political action
comrittees or political contributing entities that nake
contributions to canpaign committees of candidates that are
required to file the statements prescribed by section 3517. 10 of
the Revised Code with the secretary of state, political action
conmttees or political contributing entities that nmake
contributions to canmpaign committees of candidates for nmenber of
the general assenbly, political action conmittees or politica
contributing entities that make contributions to state and
national political parties and to |egislative canpaign funds,
political action conmittees or political contributing entities
that receive contributions or nake expenditures in connection with
a statewi de ballot issue, political action comrttees or political
contributing entities that nmake contributions to other political
action committees or political contributing entities, political
parties, and canpaign comrittees, except as set forth in division
(A)(3) of this section, legislative canpaign funds, and state and
national political parties shall file the statenments prescribed by

section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the secretary of state.
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(2) (a) Except as otherw se provided in division (F) of
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, canpaign comittees of
candidates for all other offices shall file the statenents
prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with the board
of elections where their candidates are required to file their

petitions or other papers for nom nation or election.

(b) A canpaign committee of a candidate for office of menber
of the general assenbly or a canpaign conmittee of a candidate for
the office of judge of a court of appeals shall file two copies of
the printed version of any statenent, addendum or amended
statenent if the cormmittee does not file pursuant to division
(F)(1) or (L) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code but files by
printed version only with the appropriate board of elections. The
board of elections shall send one of those copies by certified
mail to the secretary of state before the close of business on the
day the board of elections receives the statenment, addendum or

amended st at enent.

(3) Political action conmittees or political contributing
entities that only contribute to a county political party,
contribute to canpaign conmittees of candi dates whose nom nation
or election is to be submtted only to electors within a county,
subdi vision, or district, excluding candi dates for nenber of the
general assenbly, and receive contributions or nmake expenditures
in connection with ballot questions or issues to be subnitted only
to electors within a county, subdivision, or district shall file
the statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code
with the board of elections in that county or in the county
contained in whole or part within the subdivision or district
havi ng a popul ation greater than that of any other county
contained in whole or part within that subdivision or district, as

the case nay be.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in division (E)(3) of
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section 3517.106 of the Revised Code with respect to state
candi date funds, county political parties shall file the
statenents prescribed by section 3517.10 of the Revised Code with

the board of elections of their respective counties.

(B)(1) The official with whom petitions and ot her papers for
nonmi nation or election to public office are filed shall furnish
each candidate at the tinme of that filing a copy of sections
3517.01, 3517.08 to 3517.11, 3517.13 to 3517.993, 3599.03, and
3599. 031 of the Revised Code and any other materials that the
secretary of state may require. Each candi date receiving the

materials shall acknow edge their receipt in witing.

(2) On or before the tenth day before the dates on which
statements are required to be filed by section 3517.10 of the
Revi sed Code, every candi date subject to the provisions of this
section and sections 3517.10 and 3517. 106 of the Revised Code
shall be notified of the requirenents and applicable penalties of
those sections. The secretary of state, by certified mail, return
recei pt requested, shall notify all candidates required to file
those statenents with the secretary of state's office. The board
of elections of every county shall notify by first class mail any
candi date who has personally appeared at the office of the board
on or before the tenth day before the statements are required to
be filed and signed a form to be provided by the secretary of
state, attesting that the candi date has been notified of the
candi date' s obligations under the canpaign finance | aw. The board
shall forward the conpleted formto the secretary of state. The
board shall use certified mail, return receipt requested, to
notify all other candidates required to file those statenents with
it.

(3)(a) Any statenment required to be filed under sections
3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code that is found to be

inconpl ete or inaccurate by the officer to whomit is submtted
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shall be accepted on a conditional basis, and the person who filed
it shall be notified by certified mail as to the inconplete or

i naccurate nature of the statement. The secretary of state nay
exam ne statenments filed for candidates for the office of nenber
of the general assenbly and candi dates for the office of judge of
a court of appeals for conpl eteness and accuracy. The secretary of
state shall exam ne for conpl eteness and accuracy statenents that
canmpai gn committees of candidates for the office of nenber of the
general assenbly and canpai gn committees of candidates for the

of fice of judge of a court of appeals file pursuant to division
(F) or (L) of section 3517.106 of the Revised Code. |If an officer
at the board of elections where a statenent filed for a candidate
for the office of menber of the general assenbly or for a

candi date for the office of judge of a court of appeals was
subnitted finds the statenent to be inconplete or inaccurate, the
of ficer shall immediately notify the secretary of state of its

i nconpl ete or inaccurate nature. |If either an officer at the board
of elections or the secretary of state finds a statenent filed for
a candidate for the office of nmenmber of the general assenbly or
for a candidate for the office of judge of a court of appeals to
be inconplete or inaccurate, only the secretary of state shal

send the notification as to the inconplete or inaccurate nature of

t he statenent.

Wthin twenty-one days after receipt of the notice, in the
case of a pre-election statenent, a postelection statenent, a
nonthly statement, an annual statenment, or a sem annual statenent
prescribed by section 3517.10, an annual statenment prescribed by
section 3517.101, or a statenment prescribed by division (B)(2)(b)
or (O(2)(b) of section 3517.105 or section 3517.107 of the
Revi sed Code, the recipient shall file an addendum anendnent, or
other correction to the statenent providing the information
necessary to conplete or correct the statenent. The secretary of

state may require that, in lieu of filing an addendum anendnent,
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or other correction to a statenent that is filed by electronic

nmeans of transmission to the office of the secretary of state

pursuant to section 3517.106 of the Revised Code, the recipient of

the notice described in this division file by electronic nmeans of
transm ssion an anended statement that incorporates the

i nformati on necessary to conplete or correct the statenent.

The secretary of state shall determ ne by rule when an
addendum anendnent, or other correction to any of the follow ng
or when an anended statenment of any of the follow ng shall be
filed:

(i) A two-business-day statement prescribed by section
3517. 10 of the Revised Code;

(ii) A disclosure of electioneering conmunications statenent
prescribed by division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the Revised
Code;

(iii) A deposit and disbursenment statenent prescribed under
di vision (B) of section 3517.1012 of the Revised Code;

(iv) Agift and disbursenment statenent prescribed under
section 3517.1013 of the Revised Code_

(v) A donation and di sbursenent statenent prescribed under
section 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

An addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenent
that is filed by electronic neans of transm ssion pursuant to
section 3517.106 of the Revised Code shall be filed in the sane

manner as the statenent.

The provisions of sections 3517.10, 3517.106, 3517.1011,
3517. 1012, and 3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code

pertaining to the filing of statenents of contributions and

expendi tures, statenents of independent expenditures, disclosure

of el ectioneering communi cations statenments, deposit and
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di sbursenent statenents, and gift and di sbursenent statenents, and

donation and di sbursenent statenents by el ectronic neans of

transmni ssion apply to the filing of addenda, anmendnents, or other
corrections to those statenents by el ectronic neans of
transm ssion and the filing of anended statenents by el ectronic

means of transm ssion.

(b) Wthin five business days after the secretary of state
receives, by electronic or other nmeans of transni ssion, an
addendum anendnent, or other correction to a statenent or an
anended statenment under division (B)(3)(a) of this section, the
secretary of state, pursuant to divisions (E), (F), (Q, and (I)
of section 3517.106 or division (D) of section 3517.1011 of the
Revi sed Code, shall make the contribution and expenditure,
contribution and di sbursenment, deposit and di sbursenent, er gift

and di sbursenent, or donation and di sbursenent information in that

addendum anendnent, correction, or anended statenent avail able

online to the public through the internet.

(4)(a) The secretary of state or the board of el ections shal
exam ne all statements for conpliance with sections 3517.08 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code.

(b) The secretary of state may contract with an individual or
entity not associated with the secretary of state and experienced
in interpreting the canpaign finance law of this state to conduct
exam nations of statements filed by any statew de candi date, as
defined in section 3517.103 of the Revised Code.

(c) The examination shall be conducted by a person or entity
qualified to conduct it. The results of the exami nation shall be
avail able to the public, and, when the exam nation is conducted by
an individual or entity not associated with the secretary of
state, the results of the examination shall be reported to the

secretary of state.
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(O(1) In the event of a failure to file or a late filing of
a statement required to be filed under sections 3517.081 to
3517.17 of the Revised Code, or if a filed statenent or any
addendum anendnment, or other correction to a statenent or any
amended statenent, if an addendum amendnent, or other correction
or an anended statenent is required to be filed, is inconplete or
i naccurate or appears to disclose a failure to conply with or a
violation of law, the official whose duty it is to exanm ne the
statenent shall pronptly file a conplaint with the Chio el ections
conmmi ssi on under section 3517.153 of the Revised Code if the |aw
is one over which the conm ssion has jurisdiction to hear
conplaints, or the official shall pronptly report the failure or
violation to the board of elections and the board shall pronptly
report it to the prosecuting attorney in accordance wth division
(J) of section 3501.11 of the Revised Code. If the official files
a complaint with the conmm ssion, the comr ssion shall proceed in
accordance with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revised Code.

(2) For purposes of division (C (1) of this section, a
statenment or an addendum anmendnent, or other correction to a
statenent or an anended statenent required to be filed under
sections 3517.081 to 3517.17 of the Revised Code is inconplete or
i naccurate under this section if the statenent, addendum
amendnent, other correction, or amended statenent fails to

di scl ose substantially all contributions er, gifts, or donations

that are received or deposits that are nade that are required to
be reported under sections 3517.10, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.1011,
3517. 1012, anrd 3517.1013, and 3517.1014 of the Revised Code or if

the statenent, addendum anendnent, other correction, or anended

statenment fails to disclose at | east ninety per cent of the total

contributions er, gifts, or donations received or deposits nade or
of the total expenditures or disbursenents made during the

reporting period.
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(D) No certificate of nomination or election shall be issued
to a person, and no person elected to an office shall enter upon
the performance of the duties of that office, until that person or
that person's canpaign comittee, as appropriate, has fully
complied with this section and sections 3517.08, 3517.081,
3517.10, and 3517.13 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3517.153. (A) Upon the filing of a conplaint with the

Ohi o el ections comm ssion, which shall be nade by affidavit of any
person, on personal know edge, and subject to the penalties for
perjury, or upon the filing of a conplaint made by the secretary
of state or an official at the board of elections, setting forth a
failure to conply with or a violation of any provision in sections
3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.17, 3517.18, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03,
or 3599.031 of the Revised Code, the conm ssion shall proceed in
accordance with sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of the Revi sed Code.

(B) The conmission shall prescribe the formfor conplaints
nmade under division (A) of this section. The secretary of state
and boards of elections shall furnish the information that the
conmi ssi on requests. The conm ssion or a nmenber of the conm ssion
may adm ni ster oaths, and the conmm ssion may issue subpoenas to
any person in the state conpelling the attendance of w tnesses and
the production of rel evant papers, books, accounts, and reports.
Section 101.42 of the Revised Code governs the issuance of
subpoenas i nsofar as applicable. Upon the refusal of any person to
obey a subpoena or to be sworn or to answer as a w tness, the
commi ssion may apply to the court of comon pleas of Franklin
county under section 2705.03 of the Revised Code. The court shal
hol d proceedi ngs in accordance with Chapter 2705. of the Revised
Code.

(O No prosecution shall comrence for a violation of a
provision in sections 3517.08 to 3517.13, 3517.17, 3517.18,
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3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised Code

unl ess a conpl aint has been filed with the comm ssion under this
section and all proceedi ngs of the conmission or a panel of the
conmmi ssion, as appropriate, under sections 3517.154 to 3517.157 of

the Revi sed Code are conpl et ed.

(D) The conm ssion may recommend | egi sl ation and render
advi sory opi nions concerni ng sections 3517.08, 3517.082, 3517.092,
3517.102, 3517.103, 3517.105, 3517.1014, 3517.13, 3517.18, 3517.20
to 3517.22, 3599.03, and 3599. 031 of the Revised Code for persons

over whose acts it has or may have jurisdiction. Wen the

conmi ssion renders an advisory opinion relating to a specific set
of circunstances involving any of those sections stating that
there is no violation of a provision in those sections, the person
to whomthe opinion is directed or a person who is simlarly
situated may reasonably rely on the opinion and is inmune from
crimnal prosecution and a civil action, including, wthout
limtation, a civil action for renmoval frompublic office or

enpl oynent, based on facts and circunstances covered by the

opi ni on.

(E) The conmm ssion shall establish a web site on which it
shal|l post, at a minimum all decisions and advi sory opi ni ons
i ssued by the commi ssion and copi es of each election lawas it is
anended by the general assenbly. The comm ssion shall update the
web site regularly to reflect any changes to those decisions and

advi sory opi nions and any new deci si ons and advi sory opi ni ons.

Sec. 3517.154. (A)(1) The full-tine attorney for the Ohio
el ections conmi ssion shall review each conplaint filed with the
conm ssi on under section 3517.153 of the Revised Code, shall
determ ne the nature of the conplaint, and, unless division
(A)(2)(a) of this section requires that the conplaint receive an

automati ¢ expedited hearing, shall nake a reconmendation to the
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conmmi ssion for its disposition, in accordance with this section. 1933
The attorney shall make the deternination and the reconmendati on, 1934
if required, not |ater than one business day after the conplaint 1935
is filed. 1936

(2)(a) If the attorney determ nes that the conplaint sets 1937
forth a violation of division (B) of section 3517.21 or division 1938
(B) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code and that the conpl aint 1939
is filed during one of the periods of tinme specified in division 1940
(B)(1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, or that the 1941
complaint sets forth a violation of section 3517.103 of the 1942
Revi sed Code or a violation described in division (D) of section 1943
3517.1010 of the Revised Code, the conplaint shall receive an 1944
automati c expedi ted hearing under section 3517.156 of the Revised 1945
Code. 1946

(b) If the attorney determ nes that the conplaint sets forth 1947
a failure to conply with or a violation of division (@, (1), (J), 1948
(O, (P), or (Q of section 3517.13, division (A) of section 1949
3517.21, or division (A) of section 3517.22 of the Revised Code 1950
and that the conplaint is filed during one of the periods of tine 1951
specified in division (B)(1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised 1952
Code, the attorney shall reconmend to the comm ssion that the 1953
conpl ai nt receive an expedited hearing under section 3517.156 of 1954
the Revised Code, and the conplaint shall receive such a hearing. 1955

(c) If the attorney deternines that the conplaint sets forth 1956
a failure to conply with or a violation of a section of the 1957
Revi sed Code over which the comm ssion has jurisdiction to hear 1958
conmpl aints other than the sections described in divisions 1959
(A (2)(a) and (b) of this section, and unless the attorney makes a 1960
determ nation as provided for in division (A)(3) of this section, 1961
the attorney shall recomend to the comission that the conpl aint 1962
be submtted to the conm ssion under section 3517.155 of the 1963

Revi sed Code. After the attorney makes that recomendation, the 1964
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attorney shall notify all parties to the conplaint of the

attorney's recomendati on.

(3)(a) If a conplaint sets forth a failure to conply with or
a violation of a section of the Revised Code over which the
commi ssion has jurisdiction to hear conplaints other than the
sections described in divisions (A)(2)(a) and (b) of this section
and if the conplaint is filed during one of the periods of tine
specified in division (B)(1) of section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code, the attorney nmay determine that the conplaint should receive
an expedited hearing under that section. The attorney shall make

that determ nation by considering one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(i) The nunber of prior failures to conply with or violations
of Title XXXV of the Revised Code that the person or entity
agai nst whomthe conpl ai nt has been brought has committed and any
prior penalties the comm ssion has inposed on the person or

entity;

(ii) If the conplaint involves a statenent required to be
filed under section 3517.10, division (E) of section 3517.102, or
section 3517.103, 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.109,
3517.1011, e+ 3517.1012, or 3517.1014 of the Revised Code or an

addendumrequired to be filed under section 3517.11 of the Revised

Code that is filed late, howlate the filing is and how nuch tine
has el apsed between the deadline for filing the statenent or

addendum and the filing of the conplaint;

(iii) If the conplaint involves contributions and
expendi tures, contributions and di sbursenents, deposits and

di sbursenments, e+ gifts and disbursenments, or donations and

di sbursenents required to be reported under section 3517.10,
division (E) of section 3517.102, or section 3517.105, 3517.107,
3517.108, 3517.109, 3517.1011, 3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013, or
3517.1014 of the Revised Code that are either not reported or

reported late, the number of contributions and expenditures,
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contributions and di sbursenents, deposits and di shursenents, e+

gi fts and di sbursenents, or donations and di sbursenents not

reported or how |l ate they were report ed;

(iv) If the conplaint involves contributions required to be
reported by a canpaign conmittee under section 3517.10, division
(E) of section 3517.102, or section 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108,
or 3517.109 of the Revised Code that are not reported, whether any
of the contributors of the contributions not reported have a
personal or professional relationship with the canpaign

conm ttee's candi dat e;

(v) If the conplaint involves a statenent required to be
filed under section 3517.10, division (E) of section 3517.102, or
section 3517.103, 3517.105, 3517.107, 3517.108, 3517.109,
3517.1011, 3517.1012, e+ 3517.1013, or 3517.1014 of the Revised
Code that is inconplete, the degree to which it is inconplete;

(vi) If the conplaint involves the receipt of contributions
in violation of section 3599.03 of the Revised Code, the doll ar
amount and nunber of contributions received in violation of that

section;

(vii) If the conplaint involves a failure to nmake the
identification or a msstatenent of the identification required
under section 3517.105 or 3517.20 of the Revised Code, whether the

failure or nisstatenent was purposely nade;

(viii) If the conplaint sets forth a failure to conply with
or a violation of a section of the Revised Code described in
division (A)(2)(c) of this section, whether the person or entity
agai nst whom t he conpl ai nt has been made has committed nore than
one such failure or violation within a reasonabl e anount of tine,
or whether the cumul ative nature of the failures or violations

i ndicates a systenmatic disregard for the | aw

(b) Prior to making a determnination under division (A)(3)(a)
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of this section that the conplaint should receive an expedited
heari ng under section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, the attorney
shall take into consideration the nunber of panels of the

conmmi ssion that have cases pendi ng before them and the nunber of
cases pending before the panels and shall not nake a determ nation

that will place an undue burden on a panel of the conm ssion

(c) If the attorney determ nes that the conplaint should
receive an expedited hearing under section 3517.156 of the Revised
Code, the attorney shall reconmend to the conmission that the
conmpl ai nt receive an expedited hearing, and, if a nmajority of the
nmenbers of the conmission agrees with the recomendation, the

conmpl ai nt shall receive an expedited hearing under that section.

(4) The attorney may join two or nore conplaints if the
attorney determnes that the allegations in each conplaint are of
the sane or simlar character, are based on the sane act or
failure to act, or are based on two or nore acts or failures to
act constituting parts of a common schene or plan. |If one
conmpl aint contains two or nore allegations, the attorney nay
separate the allegations if they are not of the sane or simlar
character, if they are not based on the sanme act or failure to
act, or if they are not based on two or nore acts or failures to
act constituting parts of a common schene or plan. |If the attorney
separates the allegations in a conplaint, the attorney may mnake
separate recomendati ons under division (A (2) or (3) of this

section for each allegation.

(B) Wienever a person or other entity files a conplaint with
the commission setting forth a failure to conply with or a
violation of a section of the Revised Code as described in
division (A)(2)(c) of this section and the conplaint is filed
during one of the periods of tine specified in division (B)(1) of
section 3517.156 of the Revised Code, the person or entity may

request an expedited hearing under that section at the tine the
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complaint is filed. The attorney for the commi ssion shall inform
the menbers of the comm ssion of that request at the tine the
attorney makes a recommendati on under division (A of this
section. The comni ssion may grant the request for an expedited
hearing under this division if it determ nes that an expedited

hearing is practicable.

Sec. 3517.992. This section establishes penalties only with
respect to acts or failures to act that occur on and after August
24, 1995.

(A) (1) A candi date whose canpai gn conmittee violates division
(A, (B, (O, (D, or (V) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code,
or a treasurer of a canpaign conmittee who violates any of those
di visions, shall be fined not nore than one hundred dollars for

each day of violation.

(2) Whoever violates division (E) or (X)(5) of section
3517.13 or _division (E)(1) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised

Code shall be fined not nore than one hundred dollars for each day

of violation.

(B) Apolitical party that violates division (F)(1) of
section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than

one hundred dollars for each day of violation.

(O Whoever violates division (F)(2) of section 3517.101 e+,
division (G of section 3517.13, or division (E)(2) or (3) of
section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than

ten thousand dollars or, if the offender is a person who was
noni nated or elected to public office, shall forfeit the

noni nation or the office to which the offender was el ected, or
bot h.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 3517.13 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than three tines the anpunt
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contri but ed.

(E) Whoever violates division (H of section 3517.13 of the

Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one hundred doll ars.

(F) Woever violates division (O, (P), or (Q of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdeneanor of the

first degree.

(G A state or county comrittee of a political party that
violates division (B)(1) of section 3517.18 of the Revised Code
shall be fined not nore than twi ce the anount of the inproper

expendi t ure.

(H A state or county political party that violates division
(G of section 3517.101 of the Revised Code shall be fined not

nore than twi ce the anount of the inproper expenditure or use.

(1)(1) Any individual who violates division (B)(1) of section
3517.102 of the Revised Code and knows that the contribution the
i ndi vi dual makes viol ates that division shall be fined an anount
equal to three tinmes the anmount contributed in excess of the

anmount pernitted by that division.

(2) Any political action commttee that violates division
(B)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tines the anobunt contributed in excess of

the anount pernitted by that division.

(3) Any canpaign conmittee that violates division (B)(3) or
(5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anount contributed in excess of

the anmount pernitted by that division.

(4)(a) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(B)(6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tines the anount transferred or contributed

in excess of the anmobunt permitted by that division, as applicable.
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(b) Any state political party, county political party, or
state candidate fund of a state political party or county
political party that violates division (B)(6) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code shall be fined an amount equal to three tines
the amount transferred or contributed in excess of the anmount

permtted by that division, as applicable.

(c) Any political contributing entity that violates division
(B)(7) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anount contributed in excess of

the anount pernitted by that division.

(5) Any political party that violates division (B)(4) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount
equal to three times the anmount contributed in excess of the

anount permtted by that division.

(6) Notwi thstanding divisions (1)(1), (2), (3), (4), and (5)
of this section, no violation of division (B) of section 3517.102
of the Revised Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer parties to the Ohio el ections conm ssion, if the anmount
transferred or contributed in excess of the anpbunt pernitted by

that division neets either of the foll owing conditions:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five business days after

it is accepted.

(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business
day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the pernitted anount

has been received.

(J)(1) Any canpaign committee that violates division (C (1),
(2), (3), or (6) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anount equal to three tines the amount accepted in excess

of the anount pernitted by that division
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(2)(a) Any county political party that violates division
(O(4)(a)(ii) or (iii) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code

shall be fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the anmount accepted.

(b) Any county political party that violates division
(O (4)(a)(i) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an amount fromits state candidate fund equal to three tines
t he anount accepted in excess of the anmount pernitted by that
di vi si on.

(c) Any state political party that violates division
(O (4)(b) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined
an ampunt fromits state candidate fund equal to three tines the
anmount accepted in excess of the anmount permitted by that
di vi si on.

(3) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(O (5) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined an
anount equal to three tinmes the anobunt accepted in excess of the

anount pernitted by that division.

(4) Any political action committee or political contributing
entity that violates division (C)(7) of section 3517.102 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an anobunt equal to three tines the
anount accepted in excess of the anpunt pernmitted by that
di vi si on.

(5) Notwithstanding divisions (J)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of
this section, no violation of division (C of section 3517.102 of
the Revi sed Code occurs, and the secretary of state shall not
refer parties to the Ohio el ections conm ssion, if the anmount
transferred or contributed in excess of the anpbunt pernmitted to be
accepted by that division neets either of the follow ng

condi ti ons:

(a) It is conpletely refunded within five busi ness days after

its acceptance.
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(b) It is conpletely refunded on or before the tenth business
day after notification to the recipient of the excess transfer or
contribution by the board of elections or the secretary of state
that a transfer or contribution in excess of the pernitted anount

has been received.

(K)(1) Any | egislative canpaign fund that violates division
(F)(1) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall be fined

twenty-five dollars for each day of violation.

(2) Any legislative canpaign fund that violates division
(F)(2) of section 3517.102 of the Revised Code shall give to the
treasurer of state for deposit into the state treasury to the
credit of the Ohio elections conm ssion fund all excess
contributions not disposed of as required by division (E) of
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code.

(L) Whoever violates section 3517.105 of the Revi sed Code

shall be fined one thousand doll ars.

(M (1) Wioever solicits a contribution in violation of
section 3517.092 or violates division (B) of section 3517.09 of

the Revised Code is guilty of a m sdemeanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever knowi ngly accepts a contribution in violation of
division (B) or (C of section 3517.092 of the Revised Code shal
be fined an anmount equal to three tines the anount accepted in
viol ation of either of those divisions and shall return to the
contributor any anmount so accepted. Wioever unknow ngly accepts a
contribution in violation of division (B) or (C) of section
3517.092 of the Revised Code shall return to the contributor any

anount so accept ed.

(N) Whoever violates division (S) of section 3517.13 of the
Revi sed Code shall be fined an amount equal to three tines the
amount of funds transferred or three times the value of the assets

transferred in violation of that division.
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(O Any canpaign conmittee that accepts a contribution or
contributions in violation of section 3517.108 of the Revised
Code, uses a contribution in violation of that section, or fails
to di spose of excess contributions in violation of that section
shall be fined an anount equal to three tinmes the amount accepted,

used, or kept in violation of that section.

(P) Any political party, state candidate fund, |egislative
candi date fund, or canpaign committee that violates division (T)
of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount
equal to three tinmes the amount contributed or accepted in

viol ation of that section.

(Q Atreasurer of a conmttee or another person who viol ates
division (U of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined

not nore than two hundred fifty doll ars.

(R) Whoever violates division (1) or (J) of section 3517.13
of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand
dol l ars. Whenever a person is found guilty of violating division
(1) or (J) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code, the contract
awarded in violation of either of those divisions shall be

rescinded if its terns have not yet been perforned.

(S) A candi date whose canpaign conmittee violates or a
treasurer of a canpaign conmittee who violates section 3517.081 of
the Revised Code, and a candi date whose canpai gn conmittee
violates or a treasurer of a canpaign comrttee or another person
who violates division (C) of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code,

shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.

(T) A candi date whose canpai gn committee violates or a
treasurer of a commttee who violates division (B) of section
3517.09 of the Revised Code, or a candi date whose canpai gn
committee violates or a treasurer of a canpaign conmittee or

anot her person who violates division (C) of section 3517.09 of the
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Revi sed Code shall be fined not nore than one thousand doll ars.

(U) Whoever violates section 3517.20 of the Revised Code

shall be fined not nore than five hundred doll ars.

(V) Whoever violates section 3517.21 or 3517.22 of the
Revi sed Code shall be inprisoned for not nore than six nonths or

fined not nore than five thousand dollars, or both.

(W A canpaign committee that is required to file a
declaration of no limts under division (D)(2) of section 3517.103
of the Revised Code that, before filing that declaration, accepts
a contribution or contributions that exceed the limtations
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code, shall return

that contribution or those contributions to the contri butor.

(X) Any canpaign commttee that fails to file the declaration
of filing-day finances required by division (F) of section
3517.109 or the declaration of primary-day finances or declaration
of year-end finances required by division (E) of section 3517.1010
of the Revised Code shall be fined twenty-five dollars for each

day of violation.

(Y)(1) Any canpaign commttee that fails to di spose of excess
funds or excess aggregate contributions under division (B) of
section 3517.109 of the Revised Code in the nmanner required by
division (C) of that section or under division (B) of section
3517.1010 of the Revised Code in the manner required by division
(O of that section shall give to the treasurer of state for
deposit into the Chio el ections conmm ssion fund created under
division (I) of section 3517.152 of the Revised Code all funds not

di sposed of pursuant to those divisions.

(2) Any treasurer of a transition fund that fails to di spose

of assets renmnining in the transition fund as required under
division (H (1) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised Code shal

give to the treasurer of state for deposit into the Chio el ections

Page 73

2244

2245
2246

2247
2248
2249

2250
2251
2252
2253
2254
2255

2256
2257
2258
2259
2260
2261

2262
2263
2264
2265
2266
2267
2268
2269
2270

2271
2272
2273
2274



S. B. No. 10
As Introduced

commi ssion fund all assets not di sposed of pursuant to that

di vi si on.

(Z) Any individual, canpaign comrittee, political action
conmttee, political contributing entity, |egislative canpaign

fund, political party, treasurer of a transition fund, or other

entity that violates any provision of sections 3517.09 to 3517.12
of the Revised Code for which no penalty is provided for under any
ot her division of this section shall be fined not nore than one

t housand dol | ars.

(AA) (1) Whoever knowingly violates division (W(1) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anmount equal to
three tinmes the anount contributed, expended, or promsed in
violation of that division or ten thousand dollars, whichever

anount is greater.

(2) Whoever knowingly violates division (W(2) of section
3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anount equal to
three tinmes the anobunt solicited or accepted in violation of that

di vision or ten thousand dollars, whichever anmount is greater.

(BB) WWhoever knowi ngly violates division (C) or (D) of
section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code shall be fined not nore than
ten thousand dollars plus not nore than one thousand dollars for

each day of violation.

(CO (1) Subject to division (CC)(2) of this section, whoever
violates division (H of section 3517.1011 of the Revised Code
shall be fined an anmount up to three tines the anount disbursed
for the direct costs of airing the conmmunication nmade in violation

of that division.

(2) Whoever has been ordered by the Chio el ections conm ssion
or by a court of conpetent jurisdiction to cease nmaking
communi cations in violation of division (H of section 3517.1011

of the Revised Code who again violates that division shall be
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fined an anount equal to three tines the anount disbursed for the
direct costs of airing the conmunication made in violation of that
di vi si on.

(DD) (1) Any corporation or |abor organization that violates
division (X)(3)(a) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be

fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the amount given in excess of

the anount permtted by that division.

(2) Any state or county political party that violates
division (X)(3)(b) of section 3517.13 of the Revised Code shall be
fined an anmount equal to three tinmes the amount accepted in excess

of the anpbunt pernitted by that division

(EE) (1) Any person who violates division (C(1)(b) of section

3517.1014 of the Revised Code shall be fined an anmount equal to

three tines the amount donated in excess of the anpbunt pernitted

by that division.

(2) Any state officeholder or treasurer of a transition fund
who violates division (C(3) of section 3517.1014 of the Revised

Code shall be fined an ambunt equal to three tinmes the amount

accepted in excess of the anmpunt pernmtted by that division.

As used in this division, "state officeholder" has the sane

neani ng _as in section 3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 3599.03. (A)(1) Except to carry on activities specified
in sections 3517.082 and 3517.1011, division (A)(2) of section
3517.1012, division (B) of section 3517.1013, division (C (1) of
section 3517.1014, and section 3599.031 of the Revised Code and

except as provided in divisions (D), (E), and (F) of this section,

no corporation, no nonprofit corporation, and no | abor
organi zation, directly or indirectly, shall pay or use, or offer,
advi se, consent, or agree to pay or use, the corporation's noney

or property, or the |abor organization's noney, including dues,
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initiation fees, or other assessnents paid by nmenbers, or
property, for or in aid of or opposition to a political party, a
candi date for election or nomnation to public office, a political
action committee including a political action conmittee of the
corporation or |abor organization, a |egislative canpaign fund, or
any organi zation that supports or opposes any such candi date, or
for any partisan political purpose, shall violate any | aw
requiring the filing of an affidavit or statenment respecting such
use of those funds, or shall pay or use the corporation's or |abor
organi zation's noney for the expenses of a social fund-raising
event for its political action conrittee if an enployee's or | abor
organi zati on nenber's right to attend such an event is predicated
on the enployee's or nenber's contribution to the corporation's or

| abor organi zation's political action conmttee.

(2) Whoever violates division (A (1) of this section shall be
fined not | ess than five hundred nor nore than five thousand

dol | ars.

(B)(1) No officer, stockholder, attorney, or agent of a
corporation or nonprofit corporation, no nmenber, including an
officer, attorney, or agent, of a |abor organization, and no
candi date, political party official, or other individual shal
knowi ngly aid, advise, solicit, or receive noney or other property

in violation of division (A)(1) of this section.

(2) Whoever violates division (B)(1) of this section shall be
fi ned not nore than one thousand dollars, or inprisoned not nore

than one year, or both.

(C A corporation, a nonprofit corporation, or a |abor
organi zation may use its funds or property for or in aid of or
opposition to a proposed or certified ballot issue. Such use of
funds or property shall be reported on a form prescribed by the
secretary of state. Reports of contributions in connection with

statew de ballot issues shall be filed with the secretary of
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state. Reports of contributions in connection with |ocal issues
shall be filed with the board of elections of the nbst popul ous
county of the district in which the issue is subnmtted or to be
subnmitted to the electors. Reports nade pursuant to this division
shall be filed by the tines specified in divisions (A) (1) and (2)
of section 3517.10 of the Revised Code.

(D)(1) Any gift nade pursuant to section 3517.101 of the
Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of this section or of

any ot her section of the Revised Code.

(2) Any gift made pursuant to division (A)(2) of section
3517.1012 of the Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of

this section.

(3) Any gift made pursuant to division (B) of section
3517. 1013 of the Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of

this section.

(4) Any donation made pursuant to division (© (1) of section

3517.1014 of the Revi sed Code does not constitute a violation of

this section.

(E) Any conpensation or fees paid by a financial institution
to a state political party for services rendered pursuant to
division (B) of section 3517.19 of the Revised Code do not
constitute a violation of this section or of any other section of
t he Revi sed Code.

(F)(1) The use by a nonprofit corporation of its noney or
property for conmunicating information for a purpose specified in
division (A) of this section is not a violation of that division
if the stockhol ders, nmenbers, donors, trustees, or officers of the
nonprofit corporation are the predomn nant recipients of the

conmuni cati on.

(2) The placenment of a canpaign sign on the property of a

corporation, nonprofit corporation, or |abor organization is not a
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use of property in violation of division (A of this section by

that corporation, nonprofit corporation, or |abor organization.

(3) The use by a corporation or |abor organization of its
noney or property for communicating information for a purpose
specified in division (A) of this section is not a violation of
that division if it is not a comunication nade by mass broadcast
such as radio or television or made by advertising in a newspaper
of general circulation but is a communi cation sent exclusively to
menbers, enployees, officers, or trustees of that |abor
organi zation or sharehol ders, enployees, officers, or directors of
that corporation or to nmenbers of the immediate fam lies of any
such individuals or if the comunication intended to be so sent
exclusively is unintentionally sent as well to a de m nims nunber

of other individuals.

(G In addition to the laws listed in division (A of section
4117. 10 of the Revised Code that prevail over conflicting
agreenents between enpl oyee organi zati ons and public enpl oyers,
this section prevails over any conflicting provisions of
agreenents between | abor organi zati ons and public enpl oyers that
are entered into on or after the—effeective date of thisseection
March 31, 2005, pursuant to Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.

(H As used in this section, "labor organization" has the

same neaning as in section 3517.01 of the Revi sed Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 3517.01, 3517.10, 3517. 106,
3517.11, 3517.153, 3517.154, 3517.992, and 3599. 03 of the Revised
Code are hereby repeal ed.
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