As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 166
2009-2010

Senator Hughes

Cosponsor: Senator Goodman

A BILL

To enact section 4511.454 of the Revised Code to
al | ow enmergency personnel in public safety
vehicles to report traffic |aw violations under

certain circunstances.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4511.454 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4511.454. (A) Wien the failure of a notor vehicle

operator to vield the right-of-way to a public safety vehicle as
reqguired by division (A of section 4511.45 of the Revi sed Code

i npedes the ability of the public safety vehicle to respond to an

energency, any energency personnel in the public safety vehicle

nay report the license plate nunber and a general description of

the vehicle and of the operator of the vehicle to the | aw

enf orcenment agency exercising jurisdiction over the area where the

al l eged violation occurred. Any such energency personnel al so may

report any other apparent violation of the traffic laws of this

state occurring at the sane tine.

(B) Upon receipt of a report under this section, the | aw

enforcenent agency shall conduct an investigation to attenpt to
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deternmine or confirmthe identity of the operator of the vehicle

at the tinme of the alleged violation. |If the identity of the

operator at the tine of the alleged violation is established, the

reporting of the |license plate nunber of the vehicle shal

establish probable cause for the | aw enforcenent agency to issue a

citation for the violation of division (A of section 4511.45 of

the Revised Code. In the case of other reported apparent traffic

law violations or if the identity of the operator of the vehicle

at the tinme of the all eged violation cannot be established, the

| aw enforcenent agency shall issue a warning to the person who

owned the vehicle at the tine of the alleged violation., except in

the case of a |l eased or rented vehicle, the warning shall be

issued to the person who | eased or rented the vehicle at the tine

of the alleged violation

(C) As used in this section

(1) "License plate" includes any tenporary |license placard

i ssued under section 4503.182 of the Revised Code or simlar |aw

of another jurisdiction.

(2) "Public safety vehicle" does not include a vehicle used

by the notor carrier enforcenent unit for the enforcenent of

orders and rules of the public utilities conmmi ssion
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