As Introduced

128th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 227

2009-2010

Senator Turner

A BILL

To pernit, for alimted tinme, the abatenent of
unpai d property taxes, penalties, and interest
owed on property owned by a runicipal corporation
that woul d have been tax exenpt except for a
failure to conply with certain tax-exenption

pr ocedures.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. As used in this section, "qualified property"
nmeans real property that satisfies the qualifications for tax
exenption under the terns of section 5709.08 of the Revised Code

and that is owned by a nunicipal corporation.

Not wi t hst andi ng section 5713.081 of the Revised Code, when

qual i fied property has not received tax exenption due to a failure

to conply with Chapter 5713. or section 5715.27 of the Revised

Code, the current owner of the property, or the prior owner of the

property requesting exenption fromprior taxes, at any tine on or

before twelve nonths after the effective date of this section, my

file with the Tax Conm ssioner an application requesting that the
property be placed on the tax-exenpt list and that all unpaid

taxes, penalties, and interest on the property be abated.

The application shall be nmade on the form prescribed by the

Tax Conmmi ssi oner under section 5715.27 of the Revi sed Code and
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shall list the name of the county in which the property is

| ocated; the property's |legal description; its taxable value; the
anmount in dollars of the unpaid taxes, penalties, and interest;
the date of acquisition of title to the property; the use of the
property during any tinme that the unpaid taxes accrued; and any
other information required by the Tax Conm ssioner. The county
audi tor shall supply the required information upon request of the

appl i cant.

Upon request of the applicant, the county treasurer shal
determine if all taxes, penalties, and interest that becane a lien
on the qualified property before it first was used for an exenpt
purpose and all special assessnents charged agai nst the property
have been paid in full. If so, the county treasurer shall issue a
certificate to the applicant stating that all such taxes,
penalties, interest, and assessnents have been paid in full. Prior
to filing the application with the Tax Conmi ssioner, the applicant
shall attach the county treasurer's certificate to it. The Tax
Conmi ssi oner shall not consider an application filed under this

section unless such a certificate is attached to it.

Upon recei pt of the application and after consideration of
it, the Tax Commi ssioner shall determne if the applicant neets
the qualifications set forth in this section, and if so shal
i ssue an order directing that the property be placed on the
tax-exenpt |list of the county and that all unpaid taxes,
penalties, and interest for every year the property nmet the
qualifications for exenption described in section 5709.08 of the
Revi sed Code be abated. |If the Tax Conmi ssioner finds that the
property is not now being so used or is being used for a purpose
that would foreclose its right to tax exenption, the Tax

Commi ssi oner shall issue an order denying the application.

If the Tax Conmissioner finds that the property is not

entitled to tax exenption and to the abatenent of unpaid taxes,
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penalties, and interest for any of the years for which the current
or prior owner clains an exenption or abatenent, the Tax
Commi ssi oner shall order the county treasurer of the county in

whi ch the property is located to collect all taxes, penalties, and
i nterest due on the property for those years in accordance with

| aw.

The Tax Comm ssioner nmay apply this section to any qualified
property that is the subject of an application for exenption
pendi ng before the Tax Conmi ssioner on the effective date of this
section, without requiring the property owner to file an
addi ti onal application. The Tax Conm ssioner also may apply this
section to any qualified property that is the subject of an
application for exenption filed on or after the effective date of
this section and on or before twelve nonths after that effective
dat e, even though the application does not expressly request

abat ement of unpaid taxes, penalties, and interest.
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