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128th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 297
2009-2010

Senator Seitz

Cosponsors: Senators Grendell, Patton, Cates, Widener

A BILL

To anend sections 121.22, 505.87, 709.02, 709.021,

709. 023, 709.033, 725.02, 1728.10, 3735. 66,

4906. 06, 5571.14, 5709.40, 5709.41, 5709. 62,
5709. 632, 5709.78, and 5709.88 of the Revised Code
to require townshi p consent for certain economc
devel opnent -notivated property tax exenptions in
annexed but undetached township territory, to
shield sonme township | evies fromsuch exenptions,
to specify that political subdivisions owling
property in unincorporated territory are counted
for the purpose of determ ning whether the

requi site nunmber of owners have petitioned for
annexation of that territory, to pernit | ocal
authorities to hold closed neetings to discuss
details and ternms of pending econonic devel oprment
assi stance, to expressly require applicants for
Power Siting Board approval of major new utility
facilities to notify affected townshi ps of the
application, and to shorten the tine allowed for
remedi ati on of certain nuisances before abatenent

action can be taken by a township.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:
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S. B. No. 297
As Introduced

Section 1. That sections 121.22, 505.87, 709.02, 709.021,
709. 023, 709.033, 725.02, 1728.10, 3735.66, 4906.06, 5571. 14,
5709. 40, 5709.41, 5709.62, 5709.632, 5709.78, and 5709.88 of the

Revi sed Code be anended to read as follows:

Sec. 121.22. (A) This section shall be liberally construed to
require public officials to take official action and to conduct
all deliberations upon official business only in open neetings

unl ess the subject natter is specifically excepted by |aw.
(B) As used in this section
(1) "Public body" means any of the follow ng:

(a) Any board, conmi ssion, comrittee, council, or simlar
deci si on-maki ng body of a state agency, institution, or authority,
and any |egislative authority or board, conm ssion, conmittee,
counci |, agency, authority, or simlar decision-making body of any
county, township, nmunicipal corporation, school district, or other

political subdivision or local public institution;

(b) Any conmittee or subcommittee of a body described in

division (B)(1)(a) of this section

(c) Acourt of jurisdiction of a sanitary district organized
whol Iy for the purpose of providing a water supply for donestic,
muni ci pal, and public use when neeting for the purpose of the
appoi ntment, renoval, or reappointnment of a nenber of the board of
directors of such a district pursuant to section 6115.10 of the
Revi sed Code, if applicable, or for any other matter related to
such a district other than litigation involving the district. As
used in division (B)(1)(c) of this section, "court of
jurisdiction" has the same nmeaning as "court" in section 6115.01
of the Revised Code.

(2) "Meeting" nmeans any prearranged discussion of the public

busi ness of the public body by a majority of its nenbers.
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(3) "Regul ated individual" neans either of the follow ng:

(a) A student in a state or |ocal public educational

institution;

(b) A person who is, voluntarily or involuntarily, an inmate,
patient, or resident of a state or local institution because of
crimnal behavior, mental illness or retardation, disease,

disability, age, or other condition requiring custodial care.

(4) "Public office" has the same meaning as in section
149. 011 of the Revised Code.

(CO Al neetings of any public body are declared to be public
neetings open to the public at all times. A nenber of a public
body shall be present in person at a neeting open to the public to
be considered present or to vote at the neeting and for purposes

of determ ning whether a quorumis present at the mneeting.

The minutes of a regular or special neeting of any public
body shall be pronptly prepared, filed, and maintai ned and shal
be open to public inspection. The ninutes need only reflect the
general subject matter of discussions in executive sessions

aut hori zed under division (G or (J) of this section
(D) This section does not apply to any of the foll ow ng:
(1) A grand jury;

(2) An audit conference conducted by the auditor of state or
i ndependent certified public accountants with officials of the

public office that is the subject of the audit;

(3) The adult parole authority when its hearings are
conducted at a correctional institution for the sole purpose of

interviewing inmates to determ ne parole or pardon

(4) The organi zed crine investigations comr ssion established
under section 177.01 of the Revi sed Code;

(5) Meetings of a child fatality review board established
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under section 307.621 of the Revised Code and neetings conducted
pursuant to sections 5153.171 to 5153. 173 of the Revised Code;

(6) The state nedical board when deternining whether to
suspend a certificate without a prior hearing pursuant to division
(G of either section 4730.25 or 4731.22 of the Revised Code;

(7) The board of nursing when determ ning whether to suspend
a license or certificate without a prior hearing pursuant to
di vision (B) of section 4723.281 of the Revised Code;

(8) The state board of pharnmacy when determ ni ng whether to
suspend a license without a prior hearing pursuant to division (D)
of section 4729.16 of the Revised Code;

(9) The state chiropractic board when deternining whether to
suspend a license without a hearing pursuant to section 4734.37 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(10) The executive conmittee of the emergency response
conmmi ssi on when determ ning whether to issue an enforcenent order
or request that a civil action, civil penalty action, or crimnal

action be brought to enforce Chapter 3750. of the Revised Code.

(E) The controlling board, the devel opment financing advisory
council, the industrial technology and enterprise advisory
council, the tax credit authority, or the mnority devel opnent
fi nanci ng advi sory board, when neeting to consider granting
assi stance pursuant to Chapter 122. or 166. of the Revised Code,
in order to protect the interest of the applicant or the possible
i nvest ment of public funds, by unaninous vote of all board,
council, or authority nmenbers present, may cl ose the neeting
during consideration of the follow ng information confidentially

received by the authority, council, or board fromthe applicant:
(1) Marketing plans;

(2) Specific business strategy;
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(3) Production techniques and trade secrets;
(4) Financial projections;

(5) Personal financial statements of the applicant or nenbers
of the applicant's imediate famly, including, but not limted
to, tax records or other simlar information not open to public

i nspecti on.

The vote by the authority, council, or board to accept or
reject the application, as well as all proceedings of the
authority, council, or board not subject to this division, shal

be open to the public and governed by this section.

(F) Every public body, by rule, shall establish a reasonable
nmet hod whereby any person may determine the tinme and place of all
regul arly schedul ed neetings and the time, place, and purpose of
all special nmeetings. A public body shall not hold a special
nmeeting unless it gives at |east twenty-four hours' advance notice
to the news nedia that have requested notification, except in the
event of an enmergency requiring i nmediate official action. In the
event of an energency, the nmenber or nenbers calling the neeting
shall notify the news nedia that have requested notification

imedi ately of the time, place, and purpose of the neeting.

The rule shall provide that any person, upon request and
paynment of a reasonable fee, may obtain reasonabl e advance
notification of all neetings at which any specific type of public
busi ness is to be discussed. Provisions for advance notification
may include, but are not limted to, mailing the agenda of
nmeetings to all subscribers on a mailing list or mailing notices

in self-addressed, stanped envel opes provi ded by the person.

(G Except as provided in division (J) of this section, the
nmenbers of a public body may hold an executive session only after
a mpjority of a quorum of the public body determnines, by a rol

call vote, to hold an executive session and only at a regular or
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special neeting for the sole purpose of the consideration of any

of the followi ng matters:

(1) To consider the appointnent, enploynent, dismssal,
di sci pline, pronotion, denotion, or compensation of a public
enpl oyee or official, or the investigation of charges or
compl ai nts agai nst a public enployee, official, |icensee, or
regul ated individual, unless the public enployee, official
| icensee, or regulated individual requests a public hearing.
Except as otherwi se provided by Iaw, no public body shall hold an
executive session for the discipline of an elected official for
conduct related to the perfornance of the elected official's
official duties or for the elected official's renoval fromoffice.
If a public body holds an executive session pursuant to division
(G (1) of this section, the notion and vote to hold that executive
session shall state which one or nore of the approved purposes
listed in division (G (1) of this section are the purposes for
whi ch the executive session is to be held, but need not include

the nanme of any person to be considered at the neeting.

(2) To consider the purchase of property for public purposes,
or for the sale of property at conpetitive bidding, if premature
di scl osure of information would give an unfair conpetitive or
bar gai ni ng advantage to a person whose personal, private interest
is adverse to the general public interest. No nenber of a public
body shall use division (G (2) of this section as a subterfuge for
providing covert information to prospective buyers or sellers. A
purchase or sale of public property is void if the seller or buyer
of the public property has received covert information froma
nmenber of a public body that has not been disclosed to the genera
public in sufficient tine for other prospective buyers and sellers

to prepare and subnit offers.

If the minutes of the public body show that all neetings and

del i berations of the public body have been conducted in conpliance
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with this section, any instrunent executed by the public body

purporting to convey, |ease, or otherw se dispose of any right,
title, or interest in any public property shall be conclusively
presunmed to have been executed in conpliance with this section
insofar as title or other interest of any bona fide purchasers,

| essees, or transferees of the property is concerned.

(3) Conferences with an attorney for the public body
concerni ng disputes involving the public body that are the subject

of pending or inmm nent court action

(4) Preparing for, conducting, or review ng negotiations or
bar gai ni ng sessions with public enployees concerning their

conmpensation or other terns and conditions of their enploynent;

(5) Matters required to be kept confidential by federal |aw

or regulations or state statutes;

(6) Details relative to the security arrangenents and
energency response protocols for a public body or a public office,
if disclosure of the natters discussed coul d reasonably be
expected to jeopardize the security of the public body or public

of fice;

(7) Details and terns in connection with any application for

econoni ¢ _devel opnent projects if the econom c devel opnent

assistance is provided or admi nistered under any provisions of
Chapter 715., 725., or 1728. of the Revised Code, section 701.07,
sections 3735.67 to 3735.70, 5709.40 to 5709.43, 5709.61 to

5709. 69, 5709.73 to 5709.75, or 5709.77 to 5709.81 of the Revised

Code, or any other section of |aw under which a political

subdi vi si on _provi des econom ¢ _devel opnent assi st ance;

(8) In the case of a county hospital operated pursuant to
Chapter 339. of the Revised Code, a joint township hospital
operated pursuant to Chapter 513. of the Revised Code, or a

nmuni ci pal hospital operated pursuant to Chapter 749. of the
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Revi sed Code, to consider trade secrets, as defined in section
1333. 61 of the Revised Code.

If a public body holds an executive session to consider any
of the matters listed in divisions (G (2) to £A(8) of this
section, the notion and vote to hold that executive session shal
state which one or nore of the approved matters listed in those

divisions are to be considered at the executive session.

A public body specified in division (B)(1)(c) of this section
shall not hold an executive session when neeting for the purposes

specified in that division.

(H A resolution, rule, or formal action of any kind is
invalid unl ess adopted in an open neeting of the public body. A
resolution, rule, or formal action adopted in an open neeting that
results fromdeliberations in a nmeeting not open to the public is
invalid unless the deliberations were for a purpose specifically
authorized in division (G or (J) of this section and conducted at
an executive session held in conpliance with this section. A
resolution, rule, or formal action adopted in an open neeting is
invalid if the public body that adopted the resolution, rule, or

formal action violated division (F) of this section.

(1)(1) Any person nay bring an action to enforce this
section. An action under division (1)(1) of this section shall be
brought within two years after the date of the alleged violation
or threatened violation. Upon proof of a violation or threatened
violation of this section in an action brought by any person, the
court of conmon pleas shall issue an injunction to conpel the

menbers of the public body to conply with its provisions.

(2)(a) If the court of common pl eas issues an injunction
pursuant to division (1)(1) of this section, the court shall order
the public body that it enjoins to pay a civil forfeiture of five

hundred dollars to the party that sought the injunction and shal
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award to that party all court costs and, subject to reduction as
described in division (1)(2) of this section, reasonable
attorney's fees. The court, in its discretion, may reduce an award
of attorney's fees to the party that sought the injunction or not
award attorney's fees to that party if the court determ nes both

of the follow ng:

(i) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory |aw
and case law as it existed at the tinme of violation or threatened
violation that was the basis of the injunction, a well-inforned
public body reasonably woul d believe that the public body was not

violating or threatening to violate this section;

(ii) That a well-informed public body reasonably would
bel i eve that the conduct or threatened conduct that was the basis
of the injunction would serve the public policy that underlies the
authority that is asserted as permtting that conduct or

t hr eat ened conduct.

(b) If the court of common pl eas does not issue an injunction
pursuant to division (1)(1) of this section and the court
determnes at that tinme that the bringing of the action was
frivol ous conduct, as defined in division (A of section 2323.51
of the Revised Code, the court shall award to the public body al
court costs and reasonable attorney's fees, as determ ned by the

court.

(3) Irreparable harmand prejudice to the party that sought
the injunction shall be conclusively and irrebuttably presuned

upon proof of a violation or threatened violation of this section.

(4) A nmenber of a public body who know ngly violates an
i njunction issued pursuant to division (1)(1) of this section may
be renoved fromoffice by an action brought in the court of comon
pl eas for that purpose by the prosecuting attorney or the attorney

gener al
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(J)(1) Pursuant to division (C) of section 5901.09 of the
Revi sed Code, a veterans service conm ssion shall hold an
executive session for one or nore of the follow ng purposes unless

an applicant requests a public hearing:

(a) Interviewing an applicant for financial assistance under
sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revised Code;

(b) Discussing applications, statenents, and ot her docunents
described in division (B) of section 5901.09 of the Revised Code;

(c) Reviewing matters relating to an applicant's request for
fi nanci al assi stance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the
Revi sed Code.

(2) A veterans service conmm ssion shall not exclude an
applicant for, recipient of, or forner recipient of financial
assi stance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15 of the Revi sed Code,
and shall not exclude representatives selected by the applicant,
recipient, or forner recipient, froma neeting that the conm ssion
conducts as an executive session that pertains to the applicant's,
recipient's, or former recipient's application for financial

assi st ance.

(3) A veterans service conmi ssion shall vote on the grant or
deni al of financial assistance under sections 5901.01 to 5901. 15
of the Revised Code only in an open neeting of the comm ssion. The
m nutes of the neeting shall indicate the nane, address, and
occupation of the applicant, whether the assistance was granted or
deni ed, the ampunt of the assistance if assistance is granted, and

the votes for and against the granting of assistance.

Sec. 505.87. (A) As used in this section, "owner" neans the

person shown by the records in the office of the county recorder

to be the owner.

(B) A board of township trustees may provide for the
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abatenment, control, or renoval of vegetation, garbage, refuse, and
other debris fromland in the township, if the board determ nes by
resolution that the owner's mmi ntenance of that vegetation

gar bage, refuse, or other debris constitutes a nui sance.

By(C) At |east seven days before providing for the
abatenent, control, or renoval of any vegetation, garbage, refuse,
or other debris, the board of township trustees shall notify the
owner of the land and any holders of l|iens of record upon the |and
t hat :

(1) The owner is ordered to abate, control, or renmpove the
veget ati on, garbage, refuse, or other debris, the owner's

mai nt enance of which has been determined by resolution of the

board to be a nui sance;

(2) If that vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris is
not abated, controlled, or renoved, or if provision for its
abatenent, control, or renoval is not made, within seven days, the
board shall provide for the abatenent, control, or renoval, and
any expenses incurred by the board in perforning that task shal
be entered upon the tax duplicate and becone a lien upon the |and

fromthe date of entry.

The board shall send the notice to the owner of the | and by
certified nmail if the owner is a resident of the township or is a
nonr esi dent whose address is known, and by certified mail to
lienhol ders of record; alternatively, if the owner is a resident
of the township or is a nonresident whose address is known, the
board nay give notice to the owner by causing any of its agents or
enpl oyees to post the notice on the principal structure on the
| and and to phot ograph that posted notice with a canera capabl e of
recording the date of the photograph on it. If the owner's address
i s unknown and cannot reasonably be obtained, it is sufficient to
publish the notice once in a newspaper of general circulation in

t he townshi p.
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{&-(D) If a board of township trustees determ nes within

twel ve consecutive nonths after a prior nuisance determnination
that the sane owner's nmi ntenance of vegetation, garbage, refuse,
or other debris on the sane land in the township constitutes a

nui sance, at |east four days before providing for the abatenent,
control, or renoval of any vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other
debris, the board shall give notice of the subsequent nui sance
determination to the owner of the land and to any holders of |iens

of record upon the land as foll ows:

(1) The board shall send witten notice by first class nai
to the owner of the land and to any |ienholders of record. Failure
of delivery of the notice shall not invalidate any action to
abate, control, or renove the nuisance. Alternatively, the board
may give notice to the owner by causing any of its agents or
enpl oyees to post the notice on the principal structure on the
| and and to phot ograph that posted notice with a canera capabl e of

recording the date of the photograph on it.

(2) If the owner's address is unknown and cannot reasonably
be obtained, it is sufficient to post the notice on the board of
township trustee's internet web site for four consecutive days, or
to post the notice in a conspicuous location in the board' s office
for four consecutive days if the board does not nmmintain an

i nternet web site.

{B-(E) The owner of the land or holders of liens of record
upon the land may enter into an agreement with the board of
township trustees providing for either party to the agreement to
performthe abatenent, control, or renoval before the tinme the
board is required to provide for the abatenent, control, or

removal under division (E-(F) of this section.

E5-(F) If, within seven days after notice is given under
di vision (B}(C) of this section, or within four days after notice
is given under division (6(D) of this section, the owner of the
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land fails to abate, control, or renove the vegetation, garbage,
refuse, or other debris, or no agreenent for its abatenent,
control, or renoval is entered into under division (D) of this
section, the board of township trustees shall provide for the
abatenment, control, or renoval and may enpl oy the necessary | abor
materials, and equi pnent to performthe task. Al expenses

i ncurred, when approved by the board, shall be paid out of the
townshi p general fund from noneys not otherw se appropriated,
except that if the expenses incurred exceed five hundred dollars,
the board may borrow noneys froma financial institution to pay

for the expenses in whole or in part.

(G The board of township trustees shall nake a witten
report to the county auditor of the board' s action under this
section. The board shall include in the report a proper
description of the prem ses and a statenent of all expenses
incurred in providing for the abatenent, control, or renoval of
any vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris as provided in
di vision (E-(F) of this section, including the board' s charges for
its services, the costs incurred in providing notice, any fees or
interest paid to borrow noneys, and the anount paid for |abor
mat erials, and equi pnrent. The expenses incurred, when all owed,
shall be entered upon the tax duplicate, are a lien upon the | and
fromthe date of the entry, shall be collected as other taxes, and
shall be returned to the township and placed in the township

general fund.

(H Enpl oyees and duly authorized agents of the township are

aut horized to enter upon the properties detern ned to be nui sances

under this section for the purpose of abating., controlling., or

renovi ng the veqgetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris after

the tine periods for renediation by the owner established in

divisions (E) and (F) of this section have passed.

(1) A board of township trustees nmay specify any nunber of
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parcels of private property that it deternmnes in a single

resolution the owners' mmintenance of vegetation, garbage, refuse,

or other debris constitutes a nui sance. The notice, renediation,

and ot her provisions of this section apply to each owner whose

property is identified in the resolution by street address, parcel

nunber, and owner nane.

(J) The failure of delivery of any notice required by this

section shall not invalidate any action to abate. control. or

renove the vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris.

Sec. 709.02. (A) The owners of real estate contiguous to a
nmuni ci pal corporation may petition for annexation to a nunici pal
corporation in the manner provided by sections 709.02 to 709. 11 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(B) Application for annexation shall be nade by a petition
filed with the clerk of the board of county conm ssioners of the

county in which the territory is |ocated.

(C The petition required by this section shall contain the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) The signatures of a majority of the owners of real estate
inthe territory proposed for annexation. The person who signs or
the circulator of the petition also shall wite the date the
signhature was nade next to the owner's nane. No signature obtained
nore than one hundred eighty days before the date on which the
petition is filed shall be counted in determnining the nunber of
signers of the petition. Any owner who signed the petition may
have the signature renoved before the docunent is filed by
delivering a signed statenent to the agent for the petitioners
expressing the owner's wish to have the signature renoved. Upon
receiving a signed statenment, the agent for the petitioners shal
strike through the signature, causing the signature to be del eted

fromthe petition
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(2) An accurate |legal description of the perineter and an

accurate map or plat of the territory proposed for annexation;

(3) The nane of a person or persons to act as agent for the
petitioners. The agent for the petitioners may be an official,
enpl oyee, or agent of the runicipal corporation to which

annexation i s proposed.

(D) At the tine of filing the petition for annexation, the
agent for the petitioners also shall file with the clerk of the
board a list of all tracts, lots, or parcels in the territory
proposed for annexation, and all tracts, lots, or parcels |ocated
adjacent to that territory or directly across the road fromit
when the road is adjacent to it, including the name and mailing
address of the owner of each tract, lot, or parcel, and the
per manent parcel nunmber fromthe county auditor's pernanent parce
nunbering system established under section 319.28 of the Revised
Code for each tract, lot, or parcel. This list shall not be
considered to be a part of the petition for annexation, and any

error on the list shall not affect the validity of the petition

(E) As used in sections 709.02 to 709.21, 709.38, and 709. 39
of the Revised Code, "owner" or "owners" means any adult
i ndividual who is legally conpetent, the state or any political
subdi vi sion as defined in section 5713.081 of the Revised Code,
and any firm trustee, or private corporation, any of which is
seized of a freehold estate in | and; except that easenments and any
railroad, utility, street, and highway rights-of-way held in fee,
by easement, or by dedication and acceptance are not included
wi thin those neanings; and no person, firm trustee, or private
corporation, the state, or any political subdivision, that has
become an owner of real estate by a conveyance, the primary
pur pose of which is to affect the nunber of owners required to
sign a petition for annexation, is included within those neani ngs.
For purposes of sections 709.02 to 709.21, 709.38, and 709. 39 of
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the Revised Code, the state er—any—politicalsubdivision shall net

be consi dered an owner and shall net be included in deternining

the nunmber of owners needed to sign a petition whless—an

aduthorizedagent—of only if the state erthe politicalsubdivision
signs the petition. Fhre—authertzed—agent—for—thestateshall—be
thedirectorof admnistrative services— |If the state does not

sign a petition, it shall not be considered an owner and shall not

be included in determ ning the nunber of owners needed to sign a

petition.

An owner is determ ned as of the date the petitionis filed
with the board of county conmmi ssioners. If the owner is a
corporation, partnership, business trust, estate, trust,
organi zati on, association, group, institution, society, state, or
political subdivision, the petition shall be signed by a person

who is authorized to sign for that entity. The authorized agent

for the state is the director of administrative services. A person

who owns nore than one parcel of real estate, either individually
or as a tenant in conmon or by survivorship tenancy, shall be

counted as one owner for purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 709.021. (A) Wen a petition signed by all of the owners
of real estate in the unincorporated territory of a township
proposed for annexation requests the annexation of that territory
to a nmunicipal corporation contiguous to that territory under one
of the special procedures provided for annexation in sections
709. 022, 709.023, and 709.024 of the Revised Code, the annexation
proceedi ngs shall be conducted under those sections to the
excl usi on of any other provisions of this chapter unless otherw se

provided in this section or the special procedure section chosen.

(B) Application for annexation shall be nade by a petition
filed with the clerk of the board of county commi ssioners of the

county in which the territory is |ocated, and the procedures
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contained in divisions (C, (D), and (E) of section 709.02 of the
Revi sed Code shall be followed, except that all owners, not just a
majority of owners, shall sign the petition. To be valid, each
petition circulated for the special procedure in section 709.022
or 709.023 of the Revised Code shall contain the notice provided
for in division (B) of section 709.022 or division (A) of section
709. 023 of the Revised Code, whichever is applicable.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this section, only this
section and sections 709.014, 709.015, 709.04, 709.10, 709. 11,
709. 12, 709.192, 709.20, and 709.21 of the Revised Code apply to

the granting of an annexation described in this section.

(D) As used in sections 709.022, 709.023., and 709.024 of the

Revi sed Code, "party" or "parties" means the municipal corporation
to which annexation is proposed, each township any portion of
which is included within the territory proposed for annexation,

the owners, and the agent for the petitioners.

Sec. 709.023. (A) A petition filed under section 709.021 of
the Revised Code that requests to followthis section is for the
speci al procedure of annexing land into a municipal corporation
when, subject to division (H) of this section, the land also is
not to be excluded fromthe townshi p under section 503.07 of the
Revi sed Code. The owners who sign this petition by their signature
expressly waive their right to appeal in law or equity fromthe
board of county commi ssioners' entry of any resol ution under this
section, waive any rights they nay have to sue on any issue
relating to a nunicipal corporation requiring a buffer as provided
in this section, and waive any rights to seek a variance that

would relieve or exenpt themfromthat buffer requirenment.

The petition circulated to collect signatures for the special
procedure in this section shall contain in bol df ace capital

letters i medi ately above the headi ng of the place for signatures
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on each part of the petition the follow ng: "WHOEVER SIGNS TH' S
PETI TI ON EXPRESSLY WAI VES THEI R RI GHT TO APPEAL I N LAWCOR EQUI TY
FROM THE BOARD OF COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS' ENTRY OF ANY RESCLUTI ON
PERTAI NI NG TO THI S SPECI AL ANNEXATI ON PROCEDURE, ALTHOUGH A WRI T
OF MANDAMUS MAY BE SOUGHT TO COVPEL THE BOARD TO PERFORM I TS
DUTI ES REQUI RED BY LAW FOR THI S SPECI AL ANNEXATI ON PROCEDURE. "

(B) Upon the filing of the petition in the office of the
clerk of the board of county conmissioners, the clerk shall cause
the petition to be entered upon the board's journal at its next
regul ar session. This entry shall be the first official act of the
board on the petition. Wthin five days after the filing of the
petition, the agent for the petitioners shall notify in the manner
and formspecified in this division the clerk of the |egislative
authority of the municipal corporation to which annexation is
proposed, the fiscal officer of each township any portion of which
is included within the territory proposed for annexation, the
clerk of the board of county conmi ssioners of each county in which
the territory proposed for annexation is |ocated other than the
county in which the petition is filed, and the owners of property
adjacent to the territory proposed for annexation or adjacent to a
road that is adjacent to that territory and located directly
across that road fromthat territory. The notice shall refer to
the time and date when the petition was filed and the county in
which it was filed and shall have attached or shall be acconpanied
by a copy of the petition and any attachnents or docunents

acconpanying the petition as fil ed.

Notice to a property owner is sufficient if sent by regular
United States mail to the tax mailing address |listed on the county
auditor's records. Notice to the appropriate governnent officer
shall be given by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by
causing the notice to be personally served on the officer, with

proof of service by affidavit of the person who delivered the
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notice. Proof of service of the notice on each appropriate
governnment officer shall be filed with the board of county

commi ssioners with which the petition was fil ed.

(O Wthin twenty days after the date that the petition is
filed, the legislative authority of the runicipal corporation to
whi ch annexation is proposed shall adopt an ordinance or
resol ution stating what services the municipal corporation wll
provide, and an approxinate date by which it will provide them to
the territory proposed for annexation, upon annexation. The
nmuni ci pal corporation is entitled in its sole discretion to
provide to the territory proposed for annexation, upon annexati on,
services in addition to the services described in that ordi nance

or resol ution.

If the territory proposed for annexation is subject to zoning
regul ati ons adopted under either Chapter 303. or 519. of the
Revi sed Code at the tinme the petition is filed, the legislative
authority of the municipal corporation also shall adopt an
ordi nance or resolution stating that, if the territory is annexed
and becones subject to zoning by the nunicipal corporation and
that municipal zoning permits uses in the annexed territory that
the munici pal corporation determnes are clearly inconpatible with
the uses pernitted under current county or township zoning
regulations in the adjacent land remaining within the township
fromwhich the territory was annexed, the legislative authority of
t he nmuni ci pal corporation will require, in the zoning ordi nance
permtting the inconpatible uses, the owner of the annexed
territory to provide a buffer separating the use of the annexed
territory and the adjacent |and remaining within the township. For
the purposes of this section, "buffer" includes open space,
| andscapi ng, fences, walls, and other structured elenents; streets
and street rights-of-way; and bicycle and pedestrian paths and

si dewal ks.
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The clerk of the legislative authority of the nunici pal
corporation to which annexation is proposed shall file the
ordi nances or resol utions adopted under this division with the
board of county conmmi ssioners within twenty days follow ng the
date that the petition is filed. The board shall make these

ordi nances or resolutions available for public inspection.

(D) Wthin twenty-five days after the date that the petition
is filed, the legislative authority of the mnunicipal corporation
to which annexation is proposed and each townshi p any portion of
which is included within the territory proposed for annexation may
adopt and file with the board of county comm ssioners an ordi nance
or resolution consenting or objecting to the proposed annexati on.
An objection to the proposed annexation shall be based solely upon
the petition's failure to neet the conditions specified in

division (E) of this section.

If the municipal corporation and each of those townships
tinely files an ordi nance or resolution consenting to the proposed
annexation, the board at its next regul ar session shall enter upon
its journal a resolution granting the proposed annexation. If,

i nstead, the municipal corporation or any of those townships files
an ordi nance or resolution that objects to the proposed
annexation, the board of county conmi ssioners shall proceed as
provided in division (E) of this section. Failure of the nunicipal
corporation or any of those townships to tinely file an ordi nance
or resolution consenting or objecting to the proposed annexation
shall be deened to constitute consent by that rnunicipa

corporation or township to the proposed annexation

(E) Unless the petition is granted under division (D) of this
section, not less than thirty or nore than forty-five days after
the date that the petition is filed, the board of county
conmmi ssioners shall reviewit to determine if each of the

foll ow ng conditions has been net:
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(1) The petition neets all the requirenents set forth in, and
was filed in the manner provided in, section 709.021 of the
Revi sed Code.

(2) The persons who signed the petition are owners of the
real estate located in the territory proposed for annexation and

constitute all of the owners of real estate in that territory.

(3) The territory proposed for annexati on does not exceed

five hundred acres.

(4) The territory proposed for annexation shares a contiguous
boundary with the runicipal corporation to which annexation is
proposed for a continuous |length of at |least five per cent of the

perineter of the territory proposed for annexati on.

(5) The annexation will not create an unincorporated area of
the township that is conpletely surrounded by the territory

proposed for annexation.

(6) The nunicipal corporation to which annexation is proposed
has agreed to provide to the territory proposed for annexation the
services specified in the rel evant ordi nance or resolution adopted

under division (C) of this section

(7) If a street or highway will be divided or segnented by
the boundary |ine between the township and the nunici pal
corporation as to create a road nai ntenance problem the nunici pal
corporation to which annexation is proposed has agreed as a
condition of the annexation to assume the nai ntenance of that
street or highway or to otherw se correct the problem As used in
this section, "street" or "highway" has the sanme neaning as in
section 4511. 01 of the Revised Code.

(F) Not less than thirty or nore than forty-five days after
the date that the petition is filed, if the petition is not
granted under division (D) of this section, the board of county

commi ssioners, if it finds that each of the conditions specified
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in division (E) of this section has been net, shall enter upon its
journal a resolution granting the annexation. |If the board of
county comi ssioners finds that one or nore of the conditions
specified in division (E) of this section have not been net, it
shall enter upon its journal a resolution that states which of
those conditions the board finds have not been net and that denies

the petition.

(G If a petition is granted under division (D) or (F) of
this section, the clerk of the board of county conmi ssioners shal
proceed as provided in division (C (1) of section 709.033 of the
Revi sed Code, except that no recording or hearing exhibits would
be involved. There is no appeal in law or equity fromthe board's
entry of any resolution under this section, but any party may seek
a wit of mandarmus to conpel the board of county conm ssioners to

performits duties under this section.

(H) Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in section
503. 07 of the Revised Code, unless otherw se provided in an
annexati on agreenent entered into pursuant to section 709.192 of
the Revised Code or in a cooperative econom ¢ devel opnent
agreenent entered into pursuant to section 701.07 of the Revised
Code, territory annexed into a nunicipal corporation pursuant to
this section shall not at any tinme be excluded fromthe township
under section 503.07 of the Revised Code and, thus, remains

subject to the township's real property taxes.

(I') Lf territory is annexed to a nunicipal corporation under

this section, the leqgislative authority of the nunici pal

corporation shall not authorize or grant an exenption with respect

to property in that territory under section 725.02, 1728.10,
3735. 67, 5709.40, 5709.41, 5709.62, 5709.632, or 5709.88 of the

Revi sed Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the municipal corporation agrees to reinburse the

township for any revenue |ost or forgone because of the exenption.
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(J) Any owner of land that remains within a township and that
is adjacent to territory annexed pursuant to this section who is
directly affected by the failure of the annexi ng muni ci pal
corporation to enforce conpliance with any zoning ordi nance it
adopts under division (C) of this section requiring the owner of
the annexed territory to provide a buffer zone, may commence in
the court of conmon pleas a civil action against that owner to
enforce conpliance with that buffer requirenment whenever the
required buffer is not in place before any devel opnent of the

annexed territory begins.

Sec. 709.033. (A) After the hearing on a petition for
annexation, the board of county comm ssioners shall enter upon its
journal a resolution granting the annexation if it finds, based
upon a preponderance of the substantial, reliable, and probative
evi dence on the whol e record, that each of the follow ng

condi ti ons has been net:

(1) The petition neets all the requirenents set forth in, and
was filed in the manner provided in, section 709.02 of the Revised
Code.

(2) The persons who signed the petition are owners of real
estate located in the territory proposed to be annexed in the
petition, and, as of the tinme the petition was filed with the
board of county commi ssioners, the nunber of valid signatures on
the petition constituted a majority of the owners of real estate

in that territory. Any signatures renoved under division (C) of

section 709.03 of the Revised Code shall no | onger be considered

valid for purposes of this section when deternining the nunber of

valid signatures on the petition as of the tine the petition was
filed.

(3) The nunicipal corporation to which the territory is

proposed to be annexed has conplied with division (D) of section
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709. 03 of the Revised Code.

(4) The territory proposed to be annexed is not unreasonably

| ar ge.

(5) On bal ance, the general good of the territory proposed to
be annexed will be served, and the benefits to the territory
proposed to be annexed and the surrounding area will outweigh the
detriments to the territory proposed to be annexed and the
surrounding area, if the annexation petition is granted. As used
in division (A)(5) of this section, "surroundi ng area" neans the
territory within the unincorporated area of any township | ocated
one-half mle or less fromany of the territory proposed to be

annexed.

(6) No street or highway will be divided or segnented by the
boundary |ine between a township and the nunicipal corporation as
to create a road mai ntenance problem or, if a street or highway
will be so divided or segnmented, the mnunicipal corporation has
agreed, as a condition of the annexation, that it will assune the
mai nt enance of that street or highway. For the purposes of this
di vision, "street" or "highway" has the sane nmeaning as in section
4511. 01 of the Revised Code.

(B) The board of county conm ssioners shall enter upon its
journal a resolution granting or denying the petition for
annexation within thirty days after the hearing provided for in
section 709.032 of the Revised Code. The resolution shall include
specific findings of fact as to whether each of the conditions
listed in divisions (A)(1) to (6) of this section has been net.
Upon journalization of the resolution, the clerk of the board
shall send a certified copy of it to the agent for the
petitioners, the clerk of the legislative authority of the
nmuni ci pal corporation to which annexation is proposed, the fiscal
of ficer of each township in which the territory proposed for

annexation is |ocated, and the clerk of the board of county
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conmmi ssioners of each county in which the territory proposed for
annexation is |ocated other than the county in which the petition
is filed. The clerk of the board shall take no further action
until the expiration of thirty days after the date of

journalization.

(C) After the expiration of that thirty-day period, if no
appeal has been tinely filed under section 709.07 of the Revised
Code, the clerk of the board of county comn ssioners shall take

one of the follow ng actions:

(1) If the board granted the petition for annexation, the
clerk shall deliver a certified copy of the entire record of the
annexation proceedi ngs, including all resolutions of the board,
signed by a mpgjority of the nenbers of the board, the petition,
map, and all other papers on file, the recording of the
proceedings, if a copy is available, and exhibits presented at the
hearing relating to the annexation proceedings, to the auditor or
clerk of the rmunicipal corporation to which annexation is

pr oposed.

(2) If the board denied the petition for annexation, the
clerk shall send a certified copy of its resolution denying the
annexation to the agent for the petitioners and to the clerk of

the munici pal corporation to which the annexati on was proposed.

(D) If an appeal is filed in a tinely nanner under section
709. 07 of the Revised Code fromthe determ nation of the board of
county commi ssioners granting or denying the petition for
annexation, the clerk of the board shall take further action only

in accordance with that section

Sec. 725.02. (A) The portion of the assessed val uati on of
i nprovenents constructed pursuant to a devel opnent agreenent, and
the portion of the increase in the assessed valuation after the

commencenent of rehabilitation of inprovenments rehabilitated
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pursuant to a devel opnent agreenment declared to be a public
purpose in the devel opnent agreenent shall be exenpt fromreal
property taxation by all political subdivisions and taxing
districts. Except as otherwi se provided in division (B) of this
section, the portion of the assessed valuation of inprovenents
declared to be a public purpose and exenpted fromtaxation shal
not exceed seventy-five per cent of the assessed val uation of the

i mprovenents for each year of the exenption peri od.

(B) Wth the approval under this division of the board of
education of the city, local, or exenpted village school district
within the territory of which the inprovenents are or will be
| ocated, the portion of the assessed val uation of inprovenents
exenpted fromtaxation may exceed seventy-five per cent, but shal
not exceed one hundred per cent. The legislative authority of the
nmuni ci pal corporation shall deliver to the board of education a
notice stating its intent to declare inprovenents to be a public
pur pose under the agreenent. The notice shall be delivered not
later than forty-five days prior to execution of the agreemnment by
the legislative authority, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and |ega
hol i days as defined in section 1.14 of the Revised Code. The
notice shall describe the parcel and the inprovenents, provide an
estimate of the true value in noney of the inprovenents, specify
the period for which the inprovenents would be exenpted from
taxation and the percentage of the assessed val uation of the
i mprovenments that woul d be exenpted, and indicate the date on
which the legislative authority intends to execute the agreenent.
The board of education, by resolution adopted by a majority of the
board, may approve the exenption for the exenption percentage
specified in the notice, may di sapprove the exenption for the
percentage of the inprovenents to be exenpted in excess of
seventy-five per cent, or nmay approve the exenption on the
condition that the legislative authority and the board negotiate

an agreenent providing for conpensation to the school district
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equal in value to a percentage of the taxes that woul d be payabl e
on the portion of the assessed valuation of the inprovenents in
excess of seventy-five per cent were that portion to be subject to
taxation. The board of education shall certify its resolution to
the legislative authority not later than fourteen days prior to
the date the legislative authority intends to execute the
agreenment as indicated in the notice. If the board of education
approves the exenption on the condition that a conpensation
agreenent be negotiated, the board in its resolution shall propose
a conpensation percentage. If the board of education and the

| egislative authority negotiate a nutually acceptabl e conpensation
agreenent, the legislative authority may declare up to one hundred
per cent of the assessed valuation of the inprovenents to be a
publ i c purpose and exenpted fromtaxation. If the board and the

| egislative authority fail to negotiate a nutually acceptable
conpensation agreenent, the legislative authority may decl are not
nore than seventy-five per cent of the assessed valuation of the

i mprovenents to be a public purpose and exenpted fromtaxation. If
the board fails to certify a resolution to the |egislative
authority within the time prescribed by this division, the

| egislative authority thereupon may declare up to one hundred per
cent of the assessed valuation of the inprovenents to be a public
pur pose and exenpted fromtaxation. The |egislative authority may
execute a devel opnent agreenent at any time after the board of
education certifies its resolution approving the exenption to the
| egislative authority, or, if the board approves the exenption on
the condition that a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent be
negotiated, at any tine after the conpensation agreenent is agreed

to by the board and the | egislative authority.

If a board of education has adopted a resolution waiving its
right to approve exenptions fromtaxation granted pursuant to
devel oprment agreenents and the resolution remains in effect,

approval of such exenptions by the board is not required under
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this division. If a board of education has adopted a resol ution
allowing a legislative authority to deliver the notice required
under this division fewer than forty-five business days prior to
the legislative authority's execution of the agreenent, the

| egi sl ative authority shall deliver the notice to the board not

| ater than the nunber of days prior to such execution as
prescribed by the board in its resolution. If a board of education
adopts a resolution waiving its right to approve exenptions or
shortening the notification period, the board shall certify a copy
of the resolution to the legislative authority. If the board of
education rescinds such a resolution, it shall certify notice of

the rescission to the legislative authority.

If the legislative authority is not required by this division
to notify the board of education of the legislative authority's
intent to declare inprovenents to be a public purpose, the
| egislative authority shall conmply with the notice requirenents
i mposed under section 5709.83 of the Revised Code, unless the
board has adopted a resolution under that section waiving its

right to receive such a noti ce.

(C The exenption shall comence on the date of the execution
of the devel opnent agreenent therefor and extend for the nunber of
years designated in the devel opnent agreenent and thereafter for
so long as there are outstandi ng any urban renewal bonds payabl e
fromthe urban renewal service paynents provided for in the
devel oprment agreenment. Any such exenption shall be clained and
allowed in the sane or a simlar manner as in the case of other
real property exenptions and no such claimshall be allowed unless
t he muni ci pal corporation wherein said property is |ocated
certifies that an exenption period has been specified and that a
devel oprment agreenent has been entered into and is in effect. If
an exenption status changes during a tax year, the procedure for

t he apportionnment of the taxes for said year shall be the sane as
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in the case of other changes in tax exenption status during the

year.

(D) An agreenent that satisfies the requirenments of either
division (CQ(1)(a) or (©O(1)(c) of section 725.01 of the Revised
Code may be anmended to satisfy the requirenments of the other two
of division (Q(21)(a), (b), or (c) of section 725.01 of the
Revi sed Code and to establish the period of exenption pursuant to
this section at any time prior to the conpletion of the
construction or rehabilitation of the inmprovenents of which all or
a portion of the assessed valuation is to be exenpt fromrea
property taxation pursuant to this section. The execution of the
anmendnment of such agreement shall be the execution of the

devel opnment agreenent for the purpose of this section

(E) No leqgislative authority may grant an exenption under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to rei nburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.

Sec. 1728.10. (A) The inprovenents nade in the devel opnent or
redevel opment of a blighted area pursuant to Chapter 1728. of the
Revi sed Code are hereby declared to be a public purpose, and,
except as otherw se provided in this division, not nore than
seventy-five per cent of the assessed valuation of such
i mprovenments nmay be exenpted fromtaxation. Wth the approva
under this division of the board of education of the city, |ocal,
or exenpted village school district within the territory of which
the inprovenents are or will be located, the portion of the
assessed val uation of the inprovenents exenpted fromtaxation may
exceed seventy-five per cent, but shall not exceed one hundred per

cent. The governing body shall deliver to the board of education a
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notice stating its intent to declare inprovenents to be a public
pur pose under the agreenent. The notice shall be delivered not
|ater than forty-five days prior to execution of the agreement by
t he governi ng body, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and | egal
hol i days as defined in section 1.14 of the Revised Code. The
notice shall describe the parcel and the inprovenents, provide an
estimate of the true value in noney of the inprovenments, specify
the period for which the inprovenents would be exenpted from
taxation and the percentage of the assessed val uation of the

i mprovenment that would be exenpted, and indicate the date on which
t he governing body intends to execute the agreenent. The board of
education, by resolution adopted by a mgjority of the board, nay
approve the exenption for the exenption percentage specified in
the notice, nmay di sapprove the exenption for the percentage of the
assessed val uation of the inprovenents to be exenpted in excess of
seventy-five per cent, or may approve the exenption on the

condi tion that the governing body and the board negotiate an
agreenent providing for conpensation to the school district equa
in value to a percentage of the taxes that would be payable on the
portion of the assessed valuation of the inprovenents in excess of
seventy-five per cent were that portion to be subject to taxation.
The board of education shall certify its resolution to the
governi ng body not |l ater than fourteen days prior to the date the
governi ng body intends to execute the agreenent as indicated in
the notice. If the board of education approves the exenption on
the condition that a conpensati on agreenent be negoti ated, the
board in its resolution shall propose a conpensati on percentage.

If the board of education and the governing body negotiate a

mut ual | y acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent, up to one hundred per
cent of the assessed valuation of the inprovenents nmay be exenpted
fromtaxation. If the board and the governing body fail to
negotiate a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent, not nore

than seventy-five per cent of the assessed valuation of the
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i mprovenents shall be exenpted fromtaxation. If the board fails
to certify a resolution to the governing body within the tine
prescribed by this division, up to one hundred per cent of the
assessed val uation of the inprovenents may be exenpted from
taxation. The legislative authority may execute a financi al
agreenent at any time after the board of education certifies its
resol ution approving the exenption to the legislative authority,
or, if the board approves the financial agreement on the condition
that a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent be negoti at ed,

at any tinme after the conpensation agreenent is agreed to by the

board and the | egislative authority.

If a board of education has adopted a resolution waiving its
right to approve exenptions fromtaxation granted pursuant to
financial agreenents and the resolution renains in effect,
approval of such exenptions by the board is not required under
this division. If a board of education has adopted a resol ution
all owi ng a governing body to deliver the notice required under
this division fewer than forty-five business days prior to the
gover ni ng body's execution of the agreenent, the governing body
shall deliver the notice to the board not later than the nunber of
days prior to such execution as prescribed by the board inits
resolution. If a board of education adopts a resolution waiving
its right to approve exenptions or shortening the notification
period, the board shall certify a copy of the resolution to the
governing body. If the board of education rescinds such a
resolution, it shall certify notice of the rescission to the

gover ni ng body.

If the governing body is not required by this division to
notify the board of education of the governing body's intent to
execute a financial agreenent exenpting inmprovenents from
taxation, the governing body shall conmply with the notice

requi rements i nposed under section 5709. 83 of the Revised Code,
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unl ess the board has adopted a resol ution under that section

waiving its right to receive such a noti ce.

(B) Inmprovenents shall be thus exenpted fromtaxation for a
period of not nmore than thirty years for one, two, or three fanmly
residential dwelling units and twenty years for all other uses of
the inprovenents fromthe date of the execution of a financial
agreenent for the devel opnment or redevel opnment of the property
upon which the inprovenents are to be nade pursuant to a financial
agreenent entered into with the nunicipal corporation in which
said area is situated. Any such exenption shall be clainmed and
allowed in the same or a sinilar nanner as in the case of other
real property exenptions and no such claimshall be allowed unless
the muni ci pal corporation wherein said property is situated
certifies that a financial agreenment with a community urban
redevel opnent corporation for the devel opnent or the redevel opnent
of the property has been entered into and is in effect as required
by Chapter 1728. of the Revised Code. In the event that an
exenption status changes during a tax year, the procedure for the
apportionment of the taxes for that year shall be the sanme as in
the case of other changes in tax exenption status during the tax

year.

(C) No legislative authority may grant an exenpti on under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to rei nburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.

Sec. 3735.66. The legislative authorities of rmunici pal
corporations and counties nay survey the housing within their
jurisdictions and, after the survey, nmay adopt resol utions

descri bing the boundaries of conmunity reinvestnment areas which
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contain the conditions required for the finding under division (B)
of section 3735.65 of the Revised Code. The findings resulting
fromthe survey shall be incorporated in the resol ution describing
the boundaries of an area. The legislative authority may stipul ate
in the resolution that only new structures or renodeling
classified as to use as commercial, industrial, or residential, or
sone conbi nation thereof, and otherw se satisfying the

requi rements of section 3735.67 of the Revised Code are eligible
for exenption fromtaxation under that section. |If the resolution
does not include such a stipulation, all new structures and
renmodel i ng satisfying the requirements of section 3735.67 of the
Revi sed Code are eligible for exenption fromtaxation regardl ess
of classification. Wiether or not the resolution includes such a
stipulation, the classification of the structures or renodeling
eligible for exenption in the area shall at all tines be
consistent with zoning restrictions applicable to the area. For
the purposes of sections 3735.65 to 3735. 70 of the Revised Code,
whet her a structure or renodeling conposed of multiple units is
classified as comrercial or residential shall be determ ned by
resolution or ordinance of the |egislative authority or, in the
absence of such a determination, by the classification of the use
of the structure or renodeling under the applicable zoning

regul ati ons.

If construction or renodeling classified as residential is
eligible for exenption fromtaxation, the resolution shall specify
a percentage, not to exceed one hundred per cent, of the assessed
val uation of such property to be exenpted. The percentage
specified shall apply to all residential construction or

renodel i ng for which exenption is granted.

No exenption is all owed under section 3735.67 of the Revised

Code with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal _corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised
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Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to reinburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.

The resol ution adopted pursuant to this section shall be
publ i shed in a newspaper of general circulation in the nunicipal
corporation, if the resolution is adopted by the |egislative
authority of a runicipal corporation, or in a newspaper of genera
circulation in the county, if the resolution is adopted by the
| egislative authority of the county, once a week for two

consecutive weeks imediately following its adoption

Each | egislative authority adopting a resol ution pursuant to
this section shall designate a housing officer. In addition, each
such legislative authority, not later than fifteen days after the
adoption of the resolution, shall petition the director of
devel oprment for the director to confirmthe findings described in
the resolution. The petition shall be acconpanied by a copy of the
resolution and by a map of the community rei nvestnment area in
sufficient detail to denote the specific boundaries of the area
and to indicate zoning restrictions applicable to the area. The
director shall determ ne whether the findings contained in the
resolution are valid, and whether the classification of structures
or renodeling eligible for exenption under the resolution is
consistent with zoning restrictions applicable to the area as
i ndicated on the map. Wthin thirty days of receiving the
petition, the director shall forward the director's determ nation
to the legislative authority. The legislative authority or housing
of ficer shall not grant any exenption fromtaxation under section
3735.67 of the Revised Code until the director forwards the
director's determnation to the legislative authority. The
director shall assign to each comunity reinvestnent area a uni que
desi gnation by which the area shall be identified for purposes of
sections 3735.65 to 3735.70 of the Revised Code.
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If zoning restrictions in any part of a comunity
rei nvestnent area are changed at any tinme after the legislative
authority petitions the director under this section, the
| egi slative authority shall notify the director and shall submt a
map of the area indicating the new zoning restrictions in the

ar ea.

Sec. 4906.06. (A) An applicant for a certificate shall file
with the office of the chairperson of the power siting board an
application, in such formas the board prescribes, containing the

foll owing i nformati on:

(1) A description of the location and of the major utility

facility;

(2) A sunmary of any studies that have been nmade by or for

the applicant of the environmental inpact of the facility;
(3) A statenment explaining the need for the facility;

(4) A statenment of the reasons why the proposed location is

best suited for the facility;

(5) A statenment of how the facility fits into the applicant's
forecast contained in the report submtted under section 4935. 04
of the Revised Code;

(6) Such other information as the applicant may consi der
rel evant or as the board by rule or order may require. Copies of
the studies referred to in division (A)(2) of this section shal
be filed with the office of the chairperson, if ordered, and shal

be avail able for public inspection.

The application shall be filed not |ess than one year nor
nore than five years prior to the planned date of conmencenent of
construction. Either period may be waived by the board for good

cause shown.

(B) Each application shall be acconpani ed by proof of service
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of a copy of such application on the chief executive officer of

each muni ci pal corporation anrd—-eceunty, on the board of township

trustees, the board of county comni ssioners, and the head of each

public agency charged with the duty of protecting the environnment
or of planning |land uses- in the area in which any portion of such

facility is to be | ocated.

(C Each applicant within fifteen days after the date of the
filing of the application shall give public notice to persons

residing in the municipal corporations, townships, and counties

entitled to receive notice under division (B) of this section, by
the publication of a summary of the application in newspapers of
general circulation in such area. Proof of such publication shal

be filed with the office of the chairperson

(D) Inadvertent failure of service on, or notice to, any of
the persons identified in divisions (B) and (C) of this section
may be cured pursuant to orders of the board designed to afford
them adequat e notice to enable themto participate effectively in
the proceeding. In addition, the board, after filing, may require
the applicant to serve notice of the application or copies thereof
or both upon such other persons, and file proof thereof, as the

board consi ders appropri ate.

(E) An application for an anendnment of a certificate shall be
in such formand contain such information as the board prescribes.
Notice of such an application shall be given as required in

di visions (B) and (C) of this section.

(F) Each application for certificate or an anendnent shall be
acconpani ed by the application fee prescribed by board rule. A
application fees, supplenental application fees, and other fees
collected by the board shall be deposited in the state treasury to
the credit of the power siting board fund, which is hereby
created. The chairperson shall admni nister and authorize

expenditures fromthe fund for any of the purposes of this
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chapter. |f the chairperson deternines that noneys credited to the
fund froman applicant's fee are not sufficient to pay the board's
expenses associated with its review of the application, the

chai rperson shall request the approval of the controlling board to
assess a supplenmental application fee upon an applicant to pay
antici pated additional expenses associated with the board' s review
of the application or an anendnent to an application. |If the
chairperson finds that an application fee exceeds the anopunt
needed to pay the board's expenses for review of the application,
the chairperson shall cause a refund of the excess anobunt to be

i ssued to the applicant fromthe fund.

Sec. 5571.14. (A (1) A board of township trustees or township
hi ghway superintendent may determ ne that an object boundi ng any
township road and |l ocated wholly or in part on the |and bel ongi ng
to the road interferes with snow or ice renoval from the
mai nt enance of, or the proper grading, draining, or dragging of
the road, causes the drifting of snow on the road, or in any other
manner obstructs or endangers the public travel of the road. Fhe

Except as otherw se provided in division (A)(2) of this section,

the board or superintendent then may declare the object to be a
publ i ¢ nui sance and order the owner, agent, or occupant of the

| and on or bordering upon which the object is maintained to renove
it within thirty days. If that person refuses or neglects to
comply with the order, the board or superintendent shall have the
obj ect renoved. The expense incurred in that renoval shall be
certified to the county auditor and entered on the tax duplicate
against that land, to be collected in the same manner as ot her

t axes.

(2) Wien the board of township trustees or township hi ghway

superintendent declares an object to be a public nui sance under

this section for the third tine under the sane ownership within a

five-vear period of tinme, the thirty-day period otherw se all owed
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to the owner to renove the nuisance is reduced to fifteen. The

third and any subsequent public nui sance decl arations issued to

the sane _owner _or owners are subject to a fifteen-day renedi ation

period.

(B)(1) The authority granted in this section is in addition

to the authority granted in section 5543.14 of the Revised Code to

remove vegetation and the authority granted in section 5547.03 of
the Revised Code to renpbve objects or structures constituting

obstructions.

(2) The authority granted in this section applies to | and
bel onging to a townshi p road whether owned in fee sinple or by

easenent .

(3) Objects that may be declared to be a public nuisance
under this section include a fence, post, pole, athletic or
recreational apparatus, rock, or berm any vegetation, or any
ot her object identified by the board or superintendent as
interfering with or obstructing the township road under division

(A) of this section.

(C The authority granted in this section does not apply to
an object that is lawfully entitled to be maintained on | and
bel onging to a townshi p road pursuant to a franchi se or other

grant of public authority.

Sec. 5709.40. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Blighted area" and "inpacted city" have the sane

meani ngs as in section 1728.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Business day" neans a day of the week excl uding
Sat urday, Sunday, and a |egal holiday as defined under section
1.14 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Housing renovation"” nmeans a project carried out for

resi dential purposes.
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(4) "lnprovenent" means the increase in the assessed val ue of
any real property that would first appear on the tax |ist and
duplicate of real and public utility property after the effective
date of an ordi nance adopted under this section were it not for

the exenption granted by that ordi nance.

(5) "Incentive district" neans an area not nore than three
hundred acres in size enclosed by a continuous boundary in which a
project is being, or will be, undertaken and having one or nore of

the follow ng distress characteristics:

(a) At least fifty-one per cent of the residents of the
district have incomes of |ess than eighty per cent of the median
income of residents of the political subdivision in which the
district is |located, as deternmined in the sane manner specified
under section 119(b) of the "Housing and Conmunity Devel opnent Act
of 1974," 88 Stat. 633, 42 U.S.C 5318, as anended;

(b) The average rate of unenploynment in the district during
the nost recent twelve-nmonth period for which data are avail abl e
is equal to at least one hundred fifty per cent of the average

rate of unenploynent for this state for the sanme period.

(c) At least twenty per cent of the people residing in the
district live at or below the poverty level as defined in the
federal Housing and Conmmunity Devel opnment Act of 1974, 42 U.S.C

5301, as anended, and regul ati ons adopted pursuant to that act.
(d) The district is a blighted area.

(e) The district is in a situational distress area as
desi gnated by the director of devel opnent under division (F) of
section 122.23 of the Revised Code.

(f) As certified by the engineer for the political
subdi vision, the public infrastructure serving the district is
i nadequate to neet the devel opnent needs of the district as

evi denced by a witten economi ¢ devel opnent plan or urban renewal
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plan for the district that has been adopted by the |egislative

authority of the subdi vision.

(g) The district is conprised entirely of uninproved | and
that is located in a distressed area as defined in section 122.23
of the Revi sed Code.

(6) "Project” neans devel opnent activities undertaken on one
or nore parcels, including, but not limted to, construction,
expansi on, and alteration of buildings or structures, denolition,
renedi ati on, and site devel opnent, and any building or structure

that results fromthose activities.

(7) "Public infrastructure inprovenent" includes, but is not
limted to, public roads and hi ghways; water and sewer |ines;
environmental renediation; |and acquisition, including acquisition
in aid of industry, commerce, distribution, or research
denmolition, including denolition on private property when
determ ned to be necessary for econonic devel opment purposes;
stormwat er and flood renedi ati on projects, including such projects
on private property when determned to be necessary for public
health, safety, and welfare; the provision of gas, electric, and
communi cations service facilities; and the enhancenment of public
wat erways through inprovenents that allow for greater public

access.

(B) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation, by
ordi nance, may decl are inprovenents to certain parcels of rea
property located in the municipal corporation to be a public
pur pose. | nprovenents with respect to a parcel that is used or to
be used for residential purposes may be declared a public purpose
under this division only if the parcel is located in a blighted
area of an inpacted city. Except with the approval under division
(D) of this section of the board of education of each city, |ocal
or exenpted village school district within which the inprovenents

are | ocated, not nore than seventy-five per cent of an inprovenent
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thus declared to be a public purpose may be exenpted fromreal
property taxation for a period of not nore than ten years. The
ordi nance shall specify the percentage of the inprovenent to be

exenpted fromtaxation and the |ife of the exenption

An ordi nance adopted or anmended under this division shal
desi gnate the specific public infrastructure inprovenents nmade, to
be nade, or in the process of being nmade by the nunicipa
corporation that directly benefit, or that once nade will directly
benefit, the parcels for which i nprovenents are declared to be a
public purpose. The service paynents provided for in section
5709. 42 of the Revised Code shall be used to finance the public
infrastructure inprovenents designated in the ordinance, for the
pur pose described in division (D)(1) of this section_ or as
provided in section 5709.43 of the Revised Code.

(O (1) The legislative authority of a nunicipal corporation
may adopt an ordi nance creating an incentive district and
declaring inprovenents to parcels within the district to be a
public purpose and, except as provided in division (F) of this
section, exenpt fromtaxation as provided in this section, but no
| egi sl ative authority of a municipal corporation that has a
popul ati on that exceeds twenty-five thousand, as shown by the nost
recent federal decennial census, shall adopt an ordi nance that
creates an incentive district if the sumof the taxable val ue of
real property in the proposed district for the preceding tax year
and the taxable value of all real property in the nunici pal
corporation that woul d have been taxable in the preceding year
were it not for the fact that the property was in an existing
incentive district and therefore exenpt fromtaxation exceeds
twenty-five per cent of the taxable value of real property in the
nmuni ci pal corporation for the preceding tax year. The ordi nance
shal |l delineate the boundary of the district and specifically

identify each parcel within the district. A district may not
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i nclude any parcel that is or has been exenpted fromtaxation
under division (B) of this section or that is or has been within
anot her district created under this division. An ordi nance nay
create nmore than one such district, and nore than one ordi nance

may be adopted under division (C (1) of this section.

(2) Not later than thirty days prior to adopting an ordi nance
under division (C (1) of this section, if the nunicipal
corporation intends to apply for exenptions fromtaxation under
section 5709.911 of the Revised Code on behalf of owners of rea
property located within the proposed incentive district, the
| egi sl ative authority of a municipal corporation shall conduct a
public hearing on the proposed ordi nance. Not later than thirty
days prior to the public hearing, the legislative authority shal
give notice of the public hearing and the proposed ordi nance by
first class mail to every real property owner whose property is
| ocated within the boundaries of the proposed incentive district

that is the subject of the proposed ordinance.

(3)(a) An ordi nance adopted under division (C (1) of this
section shall specify the life of the incentive district and the
percentage of the inprovenents to be exenpted, shall designate the
public infrastructure inprovenments nade, to be nmade, or in the
process of being nade, that benefit or serve, or, once nade, wll
benefit or serve parcels in the district. The ordi nance al so shal
identify one or nore specific projects being, or to be, undertaken
in the district that place additional demand on the public
infrastructure inprovenents designated in the ordinance. The
project identified nmay, but need not be, the project under
division (C(3)(b) of this section that places real property in
use for commercial or industrial purposes. Except as otherw se
permtted under that division, the service paynents provided for
in section 5709.42 of the Revised Code shall be used to finance

the designated public infrastructure inprovenents, for the purpose
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described in division (D)(1) or (E) of this section, or as
provided in section 5709.43 of the Revised Code.

An ordi nance adopted under division (C) (1) of this section on
or after the effective date of thisamendwent March 30, 2006

shall not designate police or fire equi pnment as public

i nfrastructure inprovenents, and no service paynent provided for
in section 5709.42 of the Revised Code and received by the
nmuni ci pal corporation under the ordi nance shall be used for police

or fire equipnent.

(b) An ordinance adopted under division (C (1) of this
section may authorize the use of service paynents provided for in
section 5709.42 of the Revised Code for the purpose of housing
renovations within the incentive district, provided that the
ordi nance al so designates public infrastructure inprovenents that
benefit or serve the district, and that a project within the
di strict places real property in use for comrercial or industrial
pur poses. Service paynents nay be used to finance or support
| oans, deferred |loans, and grants to persons for the purpose of
housi ng renovations within the district. The ordi nance shall
designate the parcels within the district that are eligible for
housi ng renovati on. The ordi nance shall state separately the
anounts or the percentages of the expected aggregate service
paynents that are designated for each public infrastructure

i mprovenment and for the general purpose of housing renovations.

(4) Except with the approval of the board of education of
each city, local, or exenpted village school district within the
territory of which the incentive district is or will be | ocated,
and subject to division (E) of this section, the |ife of an
incentive district shall not exceed ten years, and the percentage
of inprovenents to be exenpted shall not exceed seventy-five per
cent. Wth approval of the board of education, the life of a

district may be not nore than thirty years, and the percentage of
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i mprovenents to be exenpted may be not nore than one hundred per
cent. The approval of a board of education shall be obtained in

the manner provided in division (D) of this section

(D)(1) If the ordinance declaring i nprovenents to a parcel to
be a public purpose or creating an incentive district specifies
that paynments in |lieu of taxes provided for in section 5709.42 of
the Revised Code shall be paid to the city, local, or exenpted
vill age school district in which the parcel or incentive district
is located in the anount of the taxes that would have been payabl e
to the school district if the inprovenents had not been exenpted
fromtaxation, the percentage of the inprovenent that may be
exenpted fromtaxati on may exceed seventy-five per cent, and the
exenption may be granted for up to thirty years, w thout the
approval of the board of education as ot herw se required under

division (D)(2) of this section.

(2) Inprovenents with respect to a parcel nmay be exenpted
fromtaxation under division (B) of this section, and inprovenents
to parcels within an incentive district may be exenpted from
taxation under division (C of this section, for up to ten years
or, with the approval under this paragraph of the board of
education of the city, local, or exenpted village school district
within which the parcel or district is located, for up to thirty
years. The percentage of the inprovenent exenpted fromtaxation
may, W th such approval, exceed seventy-five per cent, but shal
not exceed one hundred per cent. Not |ater than forty-five
busi ness days prior to adopting an ordi nance under this section
decl aring inprovenments to be a public purpose that is subject to
approval by a board of education under this division, the
| egislative authority shall deliver to the board of education a
notice stating its intent to adopt an ordi nance maki ng that
decl aration. The notice regarding i nprovenments with respect to a

parcel under division (B) of this section shall identify the
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parcels for which inprovenents are to be exenpted fromtaxation
provide an estinmate of the true value in noney of the

i mprovenents, specify the period for which the inprovenents woul d
be exenpted fromtaxation and the percentage of the inprovenent
that woul d be exenpted, and indicate the date on which the

| egi sl ative authority intends to adopt the ordi nance. The notice
regarding i nprovenents to parcels within an incentive district
under division (C of this section shall delineate the boundaries
of the district, specifically identify each parcel within the
district, identify each anticipated inprovenent in the district,
provi de an estimate of the true value in noney of each such

i mprovenent, specify the life of the district and the percentage
of inprovenents that would be exenpted, and indicate the date on
which the legislative authority intends to adopt the ordi nance.
The board of education, by resolution adopted by a majority of the
board, mamy approve the exenption for the period or for the
exenption percentage specified in the notice; nay di sapprove the
exenption for the nunber of years in excess of ten, nay di sapprove
the exenption for the percentage of the inprovenent to be exenpted
in excess of seventy-five per cent, or both; or may approve the
exenption on the condition that the legislative authority and the
board negoti ate an agreenent providing for conpensation to the
school district equal in value to a percentage of the anmount of
taxes exenpted in the el eventh and subsequent years of the
exenption period or, in the case of exenption percentages in
excess of seventy-five per cent, conpensation equal in value to a
percentage of the taxes that woul d be payable on the portion of
the i nprovenment in excess of seventy-five per cent were that
portion to be subject to taxation, or other nutually agreeable

conpensati on.

(3) The board of education shall certify its resolution to
the legislative authority not |ater than fourteen days prior to

the date the legislative authority intends to adopt the ordi nance
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as indicated in the notice. If the board of education and the

| egislative authority negotiate a nutually acceptabl e conpensation
agreenent, the ordinance nmay declare the inprovenents a public

pur pose for the nunber of years specified in the ordinance or, in
the case of exenption percentages in excess of seventy-five per
cent, for the exenption percentage specified in the ordinance. In
either case, if the board and the legislative authority fail to
negotiate a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent, the

ordi nance nay declare the inprovenents a public purpose for not
nore than ten years, and shall not exenpt nore than seventy-five
per cent of the inprovenents fromtaxation. If the board fails to
certify aresolution to the legislative authority within the tine
prescribed by this division, the legislative authority thereupon
may adopt the ordinance and nay declare the inprovenents a public
purpose for up to thirty years, or, in the case of exenption
percent ages proposed in excess of seventy-five per cent, for the
exenption percentage specified in the ordi nance. The | egislative
authority nay adopt the ordinance at any tinme after the board of
education certifies its resolution approving the exenption to the
| egislative authority, or, if the board approves the exenption on
the condition that a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenment be
negotiated, at any tine after the conpensation agreenent is agreed

to by the board and the legislative authority.

(4) If a board of education has adopted a resol uti on waiving
its right to approve exenptions fromtaxation under this section
and the resolution remains in effect, approval of exenptions by
the board is not required under division (D) of this section. If a
board of education has adopted a resolution allowing a | egislative
authority to deliver the notice required under division (D) of
this section fewer than forty-five business days prior to the
| egislative authority's adoption of the ordinance, the |egislative
authority shall deliver the notice to the board not |ater than the

nunber of days prior to such adoption as prescribed by the board
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inits resolution. If a board of education adopts a resol ution
waiving its right to approve agreenents or shortening the
notification period, the board shall certify a copy of the
resolution to the legislative authority. If the board of education
resci nds such a resolution, it shall certify notice of the

rescission to the legislative authority.

(5) If the legislative authority is not required by division
(D) of this section to notify the board of education of the
| egislative authority's intent to declare inprovenents to be a
public purpose, the legislative authority shall conply with the
notice requirenents inposed under section 5709.83 of the Revised
Code, unless the board has adopted a resol ution under that section

wai ving its right to receive such a noti ce.

(BE)(1) If a proposed ordinance under division (C (1) of this
section exenpts inprovenents with respect to a parcel within an
incentive district for nore than ten years, or the percentage of
the inprovenent exenpted fromtaxation exceeds seventy-five per
cent, neottaterthanforty-five business days priorto-adopting
theordinance the legislative authority of the munici pal
corporation shall deliver te—thebeard-of—county—econm-ssioners—of

I i b hich the | . i . P11 be | a
notice that—states stating its intent to adopt an ordi nance

creating an incentive district to the board of conm ssioners of

the county in which the district will be |ocated and to the board

of trustees of any township not excluded fromthe nunicipal

corporation under section 503.07 of the Revised Code and within

which the district will be |located. The notice shall be delivered

not less than forty-five busi ness days before the adoption of the

ordi nance, and shall include a copy of the proposed ordi nance,

identify the parcels for which inprovenents are to be exenpted
fromtaxation, provide an estinmate of the true value in noney of

the inprovenents, specify the period of time for which the
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i mprovenents woul d be exenpted fromtaxation, specify the
percentage of the inprovenents that woul d be exenpted from
taxation, and indicate the date on which the legislative authority

i ntends to adopt the ordi nance.

(2) The board of county conm ssioners or the board of

township trustees, by resolution adopted by a majority of the

board, may object to the exenption for the nunber of years in
excess of ten, may object to the exenption for the percentage of
the inprovenent to be exenpted in excess of seventy-five per cent,
or both. |If the a board efcountyecommissioners objects, the board
may negotiate a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenment with
the legislative authority. In no case shall the conmpensation
provided to the board exceed the property taxes feregone forgone
due to the exenption. |If the a board ef—county—comm-ssioners

obj ects, and the board and |l egislative authority fail to negotiate
a mutual |y acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent, the ordinance
adopt ed under division (C (1) of this section shall provide to the
board conpensation in the el eventh and subsequent years of the
exenption period equal in value to not nore than fifty per cent of

the taxes that woul d be payable to the county or township or, if

the board's objection includes an objection to an exenption
percentage in excess of seventy-five per cent, conpensation equa
in value to not nore than fifty per cent of the taxes that woul d

be payable to the county+~ or township on the portion of the

i mprovenent in excess of seventy-five per cent- were that portion
to be subject to taxation. Fhe A board ef—ecounty comm-ssioners
shall certify its resolution to the |egislative authority not

later than thirty days after receipt of the notice.

(3) I f theboardoet—ecountyr—ecomrssioners—does—not—oebject—or
failstoecertifyits no resolution objecting to an exenption is
certified within thirty days after receipt of the notice, the

| egislative authority may adopt the ordi nance, and no conpensati on
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shal | be provided toe-the board of county comm-ssioners. |If the a

board tinely certifies its resolution objecting to the ordi nance,
the legislative authority nmay adopt the ordi nance at any tine
after a nmutually acceptabl e conpensati on agreenent is agreed to by
the board and the |l egislative authority, or, if no conpensation
agreenent is negotiated, at any tine after the |legislative
authority agrees in the proposed ordi nance to provi de conpensati on
to the board of fifty per cent of the taxes that woul d be payabl e

to the county or township in the el eventh and subsequent years of

the exenption period or on the portion of the inprovenent in
excess of seventy-five per cent, were that portion to be subject

to taxation.

(4) No legislative authority may grant an exenption under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to reinburse the

township for any revenue |ost or forgone because of the exenption.

(F) Service paynents in lieu of taxes that are attributable
to any anmount by which the effective tax rate of either a renewal
levy with an increase or a replacenent |evy exceeds the effective
tax rate of the levy renewed or replaced, or that are attributable
to an additional levy, for a levy authorized by the voters for any
of the follow ng purposes on or after January 1, 2006, and which
are provided pursuant to an ordinance creating an incentive
di strict under division (C (1) of this section that is adopted on
or after January 1, 2006, shall be distributed to the appropriate
taxing authority as required under division (C of section 5709. 42
of the Revised Code in an amount equal to the ampunt of taxes from
that additional levy or fromthe increase in the effective tax
rate of such renewal or replacenent |evy that woul d have been

payabl e to that taxing authority fromthe following levies were it
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not for the exenption authorized under division (C) of this

section:

(1) Atax levied under division (L) of section 5705.19 or
section 5705.191 of the Revised Code for comunity nenta
retardati on and devel opnental disabilities progranms and services
pursuant to Chapter 5126. of the Revised Code;

(2) Atax levied under division (Y) of section 5705.19 of the
Revi sed Code for providing or maintaining senior citizens services

or facilities;

(3) Atax levied under section 5705.22 of the Revised Code

for county hospitals;

(4) Atax levied by a joint-county district or by a county
under section 5705.19, 5705.191, or 5705.221 of the Revised Code
for alcohol, drug addiction, and nental health services or
facilities;

(5) A tax levied under section 5705.23 of the Revised Code

for library purposes;

(6) A tax levied under section 5705.24 of the Revised Code
for the support of children services and the placenent and care of

children;

(7) Atax levied under division (Z) of section 5705.19 of the
Revi sed Code for the provision and mai ntenance of zool ogi cal park

services and facilities under section 307.76 of the Revi sed Code;

park—distriets Any tax levied by a township other than a tax

i nposed to pay for current expenses or for general permanent

i Nprovenents;

(9) Atax levied under division (A, (F), or (H of section

5705.19 of the Revised Code for parks and recreational purposes of
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a joint recreation district organized pursuant to division (B) of
section 755.14 of the Revi sed Code;

(10) A tax levied under section 1545.20 or 1545.21 of the

Revi sed Code for park district purposes;

(11) A tax levied under section 5705.191 of the Revised Code
for the purpose of making appropriations for public assistance;
human or social services; public relief; public welfare; public

heal t h and hospitalization; and support of general hospitals;

(12) A tax levied under section 3709.29 of the Revised Code

for a general health district program

(G An exenption fromtaxation granted under this section
commences with the tax year specified in the ordinance so long as
the year specified in the ordi nance comences after the effective
date of the ordinance. If the ordi nance specifies a year
commenci ng before the effective date of the resolution or
specifies no year whatsoever, the exenption commences with the tax
year in which an exenpted inprovenent first appears on the tax
list and duplicate of real and public utility property and that
commences after the effective date of the ordi nance. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this division, the exenption ends on the
date specified in the ordinance as the date the inprovenment ceases
to be a public purpose or the incentive district expires, or ends
on the date on which the public infrastructure inprovenents and
housi ng renovations are paid in full fromthe municipal public
i mprovenment tax increnment equival ent fund established under
di vision (A) of section 5709.43 of the Revised Code, whichever
occurs first. The exenption of an inprovenment with respect to a
parcel or within an incentive district may end on a | ater date, as
specified in the ordinance, if the legislative authority and the
board of education of the city, local, or exenpted village school
district within which the parcel or district is |ocated have

entered into a conpensation agreenent under section 5709.82 of the
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Revi sed Code with respect to the inprovenent, and the board of
educati on has approved the termof the exenption under division
(D (2) of this section, but in no case shall the inprovenent be
exenpted fromtaxation for nore than thirty years. Exenptions
shall be clained and allowed in the sanme manner as in the case of
ot her real property exenptions. If an exenption status changes
during a year, the procedure for the apportionnent of the taxes
for that year is the same as in the case of other changes in tax

exenption status during the year.

(H) Additional municipal financing of public infrastructure
i mprovenments and housi ng renovati ons may be provi ded by any
nmet hods that the nunicipal corporation may otherw se use for
financi ng such i nprovements or renovations. If the mnunici pal
corporation issues bonds or notes to finance the public
infrastructure inprovenents and housi ng renovati ons and pl edges
noney fromthe nunicipal public inmprovenent tax increnent
equi val ent fund to pay the interest on and principal of the bonds
or notes, the bonds or notes are not subject to Chapter 133. of
t he Revi sed Code.

(1) The nunicipal corporation, not later than fifteen days
after the adoption of an ordi nance under this section, shal
subnit to the director of devel opnent a copy of the ordi nance. On
or before the thirty-first day of March of each year, the
nmuni ci pal corporation shall submit a status report to the director
of devel opnent. The report shall indicate, in the manner
prescribed by the director, the progress of the project during
each year that an exenption remains in effect, including a summary
of the receipts fromservice paynents in |ieu of taxes;
expendi tures of noney fromthe funds created under section 5709.43
of the Revised Code; a description of the public infrastructure
i mprovenments and housi ng renovations financed with such

expendi tures; and a quantitative summary of changes in enpl oynent
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and private investnent resulting fromeach project.

(J) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a
| egislative authority fromdeclaring to be a public purpose

i mprovenments with respect to nore than one parcel

Sec. 5709.41. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Business day" neans a day of the week excl uding
Sat urday, Sunday, and a |egal holiday as defined under section
1.14 of the Revised Code.

(2) "lInprovenent" means the increase in assessed val ue of any
parcel of property subsequent to the acquisition of the parcel by

a muni ci pal corporation engaged i n urban redevel opnent.

(B) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation, by
ordi nance, may declare to be a public purpose any inprovenent to a

parcel of real property if both of the follow ng apply:

(1) The nunicipal corporation held fee title to the parce

prior to the adoption of the ordinance;

(2) The parcel is leased, or the fee of the parcel is
conveyed, to any person either before or after adoption of the

ordi nance.

| mprovenments used or to be used for residential purposes may
be declared a public purpose under this section only if the parcel
is located in a blighted area of an inpacted city as those terns
are defined in section 1728.01 of the Revised Code.

(C) Except as otherwi se provided in division (C(1), (2), or
(3) of this section, not nore than seventy-five per cent of an
i mprovenment thus declared to be a public purpose nay be exenpted
fromreal property taxation. The ordinance shall specify the

percentage of the inprovenent to be exenpted fromtaxation

(1) If the ordinance declaring inprovenents to a parcel to be
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a public purpose specifies that paynents in |ieu of taxes provided
for in section 5709.42 of the Revised Code shall be paid to the
city, local, or exenpted village school district in which the
parcel is located in the amobunt of the taxes that woul d have been
payabl e to the school district if the inprovements had not been
exenpted fromtaxation, the percentage of the inprovenent that may
be exenpted fromtaxati on may exceed seventy-five per cent, and
the exenption nmay be granted for up to thirty years, w thout the
approval of the board of education as otherw se required under

division (C(2) of this section.

(2) Inprovenents may be exenpted fromtaxation for up to ten
years or, with the approval of the board of education of the city,
| ocal, or exenpted village school district within the territory of
which the inprovenents are or will be located, for up to thirty
years. The percentage of the inprovenent exenpted fromtaxation
may, Wi th such approval, exceed seventy-five per cent, but shal
not exceed one hundred per cent. Not later than forty-five
busi ness days prior to adopting an ordi nance under this section,
the legislative authority shall deliver to the board of education
a notice stating its intent to declare inprovenents to be a public
pur pose under this section. The notice shall describe the parce
and the inprovenents, provide an estimate of the true value in
noney of the inprovenents, specify the period for which the
i mprovenments woul d be exenpted fromtaxation and the percentage of
the inprovenments that woul d be exenpted, and indicate the date on
which the legislative authority intends to adopt the ordinance.
The board of education, by resolution adopted by a majority of the
board, may approve the exenption for the period or for the
exenption percentage specified in the notice, nmay di sapprove the
exenption for the nunber of years in excess of ten, nmay di sapprove
the exenption for the percentage of the inprovenents to be
exenpted in excess of seventy-five per cent, or both, or nay

approve the exenption on the condition that the |egislative
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authority and the board negotiate an agreenent providing for
conmpensation to the school district equal in value to a percentage
of the anpbunt of taxes exenpted in the eleventh and subsequent
years of the exenption period, or, in the case of exenption
percentages in excess of seventy-five per cent, conpensation equal
in value to a percentage of the taxes that would be payable on the
portion of the inprovenment in excess of seventy-five per cent were
that portion to be subject to taxation. The board of education
shall certify its resolution to the legislative authority not
|ater than fourteen days prior to the date the | egislative
authority intends to adopt the ordinance as indicated in the
notice. If the board of education approves the exenption on the
condition that a compensati on agreenent be negotiated, the board
inits resolution shall propose a conpensation percentage. If the
board of education and the legislative authority negotiate a

nmut ual | y accept abl e conpensati on agreenent, the ordi nance may

decl are the inprovenents a public purpose for the nunber of years
specified in the ordinance or, in the case of exenption
percentages in excess of seventy-five per cent, for the exenption
percentage specified in the ordinance. In either case, if the
board and the legislative authority fail to negotiate a nutually
accept abl e conpensati on agreenent, the ordi nance may decl are the

i mprovenents a public purpose for not nore than ten years, but
shall not exenpt nore than seventy-five per cent of the

i mprovenments fromtaxation. If the board fails to certify a
resolution to the legislative authority within the tine prescribed
by this division, the legislative authority thereupon may adopt
the ordi nance and may declare the inprovenents a public purpose
for up to thirty years. The legislative authority nay adopt the
ordi nance at any tinme after the board of education certifies its
resol uti on approving the exenption to the legislative authority,
or, if the board approves the exenption on the condition that a

nmut ual | y accept abl e conpensati on agreenent be negoti ated, at any
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time after the conpensation agreenent is agreed to by the board

and the legislative authority.

(3) If a board of education has adopted a resol uti on waiving
its right to approve exenptions fromtaxation and the resol ution
remains in effect, approval of exenptions by the board is not
requi red under this division. If a board of education has adopted
a resolution allowing a legislative authority to deliver the
notice required under this division fewer than forty-five busi ness
days prior to the legislative authority's adoption of the
ordi nance, the legislative authority shall deliver the notice to
the board not later than the nunber of days prior to such adoption
as prescribed by the board in its resolution. If a board of
educati on adopts a resolution waiving its right to approve
exenptions or shortening the notification period, the board shal
certify a copy of the resolution to the legislative authority. If
t he board of education rescinds such a resolution, it shal

certify notice of the rescission to the legislative authority.

(4) If the legislative authority is not required by division
(O(1), (2), or (3) of this section to notify the board of
education of the legislative authority's intent to declare
i nprovenents to be a public purpose, the legislative authority
shall conply with the notice requirenents inposed under section
5709. 83 of the Revised Code, unless the board has adopted a
resol ution under that section waiving its right to receive such a

noti ce.

(D No legislative authority may grant an exenption under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to rei nburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.

(E) The exenption conmences on the effective date of the

Page 56

1727
1728

1729
1730
1731
1732
1733
1734
1735
1736
1737
1738
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743

1744
1745
1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1751

1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
1757

1758



S. B. No. 297
As Introduced

ordi nance and ends on the date specified in the ordi nance as the
date the inprovenent ceases to be a public purpose. The exenption
shall be clained and allowed in the same or a simlar manner as in
the case of other real property exenptions. |If an exenption status
changes during a tax year, the procedure for the apportionnment of
the taxes for that year is the sane as in the case of other

changes in tax exenption status during the year

{E-(F) A nunicipal corporation, not later than fifteen days
after the adoption of an ordinance granting a tax exenption under
this section, shall submit to the director of devel opment a copy
of the ordinance. On or before the thirty-first day of March each
year, the rmnunicipal corporation shall subnit a status report to
the director of devel oprment outlining the progress of the project

during each year that the exenption remains in effect.

Sec. 5709.62. (A In any nunicipal corporation that is
defined by the United States office of managenent and budget as a
principal city of a nmetropolitan statistical area, the |legislative
authority of the municipal corporation my designate one or nore
areas within its municipal corporation as proposed enterprise
zones. Upon designating an area, the legislative authority shal
petition the director of developnment for certification of the area
as having the characteristics set forth in division (A) (1) of
section 5709.61 of the Revised Code as anended by Substitute
Senate Bill No. 19 of the 120th general assenbly. Except as
ot herwi se provided in division (E) of this section, on and after
July 1, 1994, legislative authorities shall not enter into
agreenents under this section unless the legislative authority has
petitioned the director and the director has certified the zone
under this section as anended by that act; however, all agreenents
entered into under this section as it existed prior to July 1,
1994, and the incentives granted under those agreenents shal

remain in effect for the period agreed to under those agreenents.
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Wthin sixty days after receiving such a petition, the director
shal | determ ne whether the area has the characteristics set forth
in division (A) (1) of section 5709.61 of the Revised Code, and
shall forward the findings to the legislative authority of the
muni ci pal corporation. If the director certifies the area as
havi ng those characteristics, and thereby certifies it as a zone,
the legislative authority may enter into an agreement with an

enterprise under division (C of this section.

(B) Any enterprise that wishes to enter into an agreenent
with a nunicipal corporation under division (C) of this section
shall submit a proposal to the legislative authority of the
muni ci pal corporation on a form prescribed by the director of
devel opnent, together with the application fee established under
section 5709.68 of the Revised Code. The formshall require the

foll owing informti on:

(1) An estimate of the nunber of new enpl oyees whomt he
enterprise intends to hire, or of the nunmber of enployees whomthe
enterprise intends to retain, within the zone at a facility that
is a project site, and an estimate of the anopunt of payroll of the

enterprise attributable to these enpl oyees;

(2) An estimate of the amobunt to be invested by the
enterprise to establish, expand, renovate, or occupy a facility,
i ncluding investrment in new buildings, additions or inprovenents
to existing buildings, machi nery, equipnent, furniture, fixtures,

and i nventory;

(3) Alisting of the enterprise's current investnent, if any,

inafacility as of the date of the proposal's subm ssion.

The enterprise shall review and update the listings required
under this division to reflect material changes, and any agreenent
entered into under division (C) of this section shall set forth

final estimates and listings as of the tine the agreenent is
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entered into. The legislative authority nay, on a separate form
and at any tinme, require any additional information necessary to
determ ne whether an enterprise is in conpliance with an agreenent
and to collect the information required to be reported under
section 5709. 68 of the Revised Code.

(© Upon receipt and investigation of a proposal under
division (B) of this section, if the legislative authority finds
that the enterprise submtting the proposal is qualified by
financial responsibility and busi ness experience to create and
preserve enpl oynent opportunities in the zone and inprove the
econom ¢ climate of the nunicipal corporation, the |egislative
authority, on or before COctober 15, 2011, may do one of the

foll ow ng:

(1) Enter into an agreenent with the enterprise under which
the enterprise agrees to establish, expand, renovate, or occupy a
facility and hire new enpl oyees, or preserve enpl oynent
opportunities for existing enployees, in return for one or nore of

the followi ng incentives:

(a) Exenption for a specified nunber of years, not to exceed
fifteen, of a specified portion, up to seventy-five per cent, of
t he assessed val ue of tangi ble personal property first used in
business at the project site as a result of the agreenent. |If an
exenption for inventory is specifically granted in the agreenent
pursuant to this division, the exenption applies to inventory
required to be listed pursuant to sections 5711.15 and 5711. 16 of
t he Revised Code, except that, in the instance of an expansion or
other situations in which an enterprise was in business at the
facility prior to the establishment of the zone, the inventory
that is exenpt is that amount or value of inventory in excess of
the anmount or value of inventory required to be listed in the
personal property tax return of the enterprise in the return for

the tax year in which the agreenent is entered into.
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(b) Exenption for a specified nunber of years, not to exceed
fifteen, of a specified portion, up to seventy-five per cent, of
the increase in the assessed val uation of real property
constituting the project site subsequent to formal approval of the

agreenent by the legislative authority;

(c) Provision for a specified nunber of years, not to exceed
fifteen, of any optional services or assistance that the nunici pal
corporation is authorized to provide with regard to the project

site.

(2) Enter into an agreenent under which the enterprise agrees
to remedi ate an environnmental ly contam nated facility, to spend an
anount equal to at least two hundred fifty per cent of the true
value in noney of the real property of the facility prior to
remedi ati on as determ ned for the purposes of property taxation to
establ i sh, expand, renovate, or occupy the renediated facility,
and to hire new enpl oyees or preserve enploynent opportunities for
exi sting enployees at the renediated facility, in return for one

or nore of the follow ng incentives:

(a) Exenption for a specified nunber of years, not to exceed
fifteen, of a specified portion, not to exceed fifty per cent, of
the assessed valuation of the real property of the facility prior

to renedi ation;

(b) Exenption for a specified nunber of years, not to exceed
fifteen, of a specified portion, not to exceed one hundred per
cent, of the increase in the assessed valuation of the rea

property of the facility during or after renediation

(c) The incentive under division (C)(1)(a) of this section
except that the percentage of the assessed val ue of such property

exenmpted fromtaxation shall not exceed one hundred per cent;
(d) The incentive under division (C(1)(c) of this section.

(3) Enter into an agreenent with an enterprise that plans to
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purchase and operate a |arge manufacturing facility that has
ceased operation or announced its intention to cease operation, in
return for exenption for a specified nunber of years, not to
exceed fifteen, of a specified portion, up to one hundred per

cent, of the assessed value of tangible personal property used in
business at the project site as a result of the agreenent, or of
the assessed val uation of real property constituting the project

site, or both.

(D) (1) Notwithstanding divisions (C(1)(a) and (b) of this
section, the portion of the assessed val ue of tangibl e personal
property or of the increase in the assessed valuation of rea
property exenpted from taxation under those divisions may exceed
seventy-five per cent in any year for which that portion is
exenpted if the average percentage exenpted for all years in which
the agreenent is in effect does not exceed sixty per cent, or if
the board of education of the city, local, or exenpted village
school district within the territory of which the property is or
will be located approves a percentage in excess of seventy-five

per cent.

(2) Notw thstandi ng any provision of the Revised Code to the
contrary, the exenptions described in divisions (Q(1)(a), (b),
and (c¢), (O(2)(a), (b), and (c), and (C(3) of this section nay
be for up to fifteen years if the board of education of the city,
| ocal, or exenpted village school district within the territory of
whi ch the property is or will be | ocated approves a number of

years in excess of ten

(3) For the purpose of obtaining the approval of a city,
| ocal, or exenpted village school district under division (D)(1)
or (2) of this section, the legislative authority shall deliver to
the board of education a notice not later than forty-five days
prior to approving the agreenment, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,

and | egal holidays as defined in section 1.14 of the Revised Code.
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The notice shall state the percentage to be exenpted, an estinmate
of the true value of the property to be exenpted, and the nunber
of years the property is to be exenpted. The board of education
by resol ution adopted by a najority of the board, shall approve or
di sapprove the agreenent and certify a copy of the resolution to
the legislative authority not later than fourteen days prior to
the date stipulated by the legislative authority as the date upon
whi ch approval of the agreenment is to be formally considered by
the legislative authority. The board of education may include in
the resol ution conditions under which the board woul d approve the
agreenent, including the execution of an agreenment to conpensate
the school district under division (B) of section 5709.82 of the
Revi sed Code. The legislative authority may approve the agreenent
at any tine after the board of education certifies its resolution
approving the agreenent to the legislative authority, or, if the
board approves the agreenent conditionally, at any tine after the
conditions are agreed to by the board and the |egislative

aut hority.

If a board of education has adopted a resolution waiving its
right to approve agreenents and the resolution remains in effect,
approval of an agreenment by the board is not required under this
division. If a board of education has adopted a resol ution
allowing a legislative authority to deliver the notice required
under this division fewer than forty-five business days prior to
the legislative authority's approval of the agreenent, the
| egi sl ative authority shall deliver the notice to the board not
| ater than the nunber of days prior to such approval as prescribed
by the board in its resolution. If a board of education adopts a
resolution waiving its right to approve agreenents or shortening
the notification period, the board shall certify a copy of the
resolution to the legislative authority. |If the board of education
resci nds such a resolution, it shall certify notice of the

rescission to the legislative authority.
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(4) The legislative authority shall conply with section
5709. 83 of the Revised Code unless the board of education has
adopted a resol ution under that section waiving its right to

recei ve such notice.

(5) No legislative authority may grant an exenption under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to reinburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.

(E) This division applies to zones certified by the director

of devel opnent under this section prior to July 22, 1994.

On or before Cctober 15, 2011, the legislative authority that
designated a zone to which this division applies nay enter into an
agreenment with an enterprise if the legislative authority finds
that the enterprise satisfies one of the criteria described in
divisions (E)(1) to (5) of this section

(1) The enterprise currently has no operations in this state
and, subject to approval of the agreenent, intends to establish

operations in the zone;

(2) The enterprise currently has operations in this state
and, subject to approval of the agreenent, intends to establish
operations at a new location in the zone that would not result in
a reduction in the nunber of enployee positions at any of the

enterprise's other locations in this state;

(3) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
intends to relocate operations, currently |ocated in another

state, to the zone;

(4) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
i ntends to expand operations at an existing site in the zone that

the enterprise currently operates;
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(5) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
intends to relocate operations, currently located in this state,
to the zone, and the director of devel opnent has issued a waiver
for the enterprise under division (B) of section 5709.633 of the
Revi sed Code.

The agreenent shall require the enterprise to agree to
establ i sh, expand, renovate, or occupy a facility in the zone and
hire new enpl oyees, or preserve enpl oynent opportunities for
exi sting enployees, in return for one or nore of the incentives

described in division (C) of this section.

(F) Al agreenents entered into under this section shall be
in the formprescribed under section 5709.631 of the Revised Code.
After an agreenent is entered into under this section, if the
| egislative authority revokes its designation of a zone, or if the
di rector of devel opnent revokes a zone's certification, any
entitlements granted under the agreenment shall continue for the

nunber of years specified in the agreenent.

(G Except as otherwi se provided in this division, an
agreenent entered into under this section shall require that the
enterprise pay an annual fee equal to the greater of one per cent
of the dollar value of incentives offered under the agreenment or
five hundred dollars; provided, however, that if the value of the
i ncentives exceeds two hundred fifty thousand dollars, the fee
shall not exceed two thousand five hundred dollars. The fee shal
be payable to the legislative authority once per year for each
year the agreenment is effective on the days and in the form
specified in the agreenent. Fees paid shall be deposited in a
special fund created for such purpose by the legislative authority
and shall be used by the legislative authority exclusively for the
pur pose of conplying with section 5709.68 of the Revised Code and
by the tax incentive review council created under section 5709. 85

of the Revised Code exclusively for the purposes of performng the
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duti es prescribed under that section. The legislative authority
may wai ve or reduce the anount of the fee charged agai nst an
enterprise, but such a waiver or reduction does not affect the
obligations of the legislative authority or the tax incentive
review council to conply with section 5709.68 or 5709.85 of the
Revi sed Code.

(H) When an agreenent is entered into pursuant to this
section, the legislative authority authorizing the agreenent shal
forward a copy of the agreenent to the director of devel opnent and
to the tax conmissioner within fifteen days after the agreenent is
entered into. If any agreenent includes ternms not provided for in
section 5709.631 of the Revised Code affecting the revenue of a
city, local, or exenpted village school district or causing
revenue to be forgone by the district, including any conpensation
to be paid to the school district pursuant to section 5709. 82 of
the Revised Code, those terns al so shall be forwarded in witing
to the director of devel opnent along with the copy of the

agreenent forwarded under this division.

(1) After an agreement is entered into, the enterprise shal
file with each personal property tax return required to be filed,
or annual report required to be filed under section 5727.08 of the
Revi sed Code, while the agreenent is in effect, an infornmational
return, on a formprescribed by the tax conmi ssioner for that
pur pose, setting forth separately the property, and related costs

and val ues, exenpted fromtaxation under the agreenent.

(J) Enterprises may agree to give preference to residents of
the zone within which the agreenent applies relative to residents
of this state who do not reside in the zone when hiring new

enpl oyees under the agreenent.

(K) An agreenent entered into under this section nay include
a provision requiring the enterprise to create one or nore

tenporary internship positions for students enrolled in a course
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of study at a school or other educational institution in the
vicinity, and to create a schol arship or provide anot her form of
educati onal financial assistance for students hol ding such a
position in exchange for the student's commtnent to work for the

enterprise at the conpletion of the internship.

(L) The tax conm ssioner's authority in determning the
accuracy of any exenption granted by an agreement entered into
under this sectionis limted to divisions (C(1)(a) and (b),
(O(2)(a), (b), and (¢), (O(3), (D, and (1) of this section and
divisions (B)(1) to (10) of section 5709.631 of the Revised Code
and, as authorized by law, to enforcing any nodification to, or
revocation of, that agreenent by the legislative authority of a

muni ci pal corporation or the director of devel opnent.

Sec. 5709.632. (A)(1) The legislative authority of a
nmuni ci pal corporation defined by the United States office of
managenent and budget as a principal city of a nmetropolitan
statistical area may, in the manner set forth in section 5709. 62
of the Revised Code, designate one or nore areas in the nunicipa

corporation as a proposed enterprise zone.

(2) Wth the consent of the |egislative authority of each
af fected nunici pal corporation or of a board of township trustees,
a board of county comm ssioners may, in the nanner set forth in
section 5709.62 of the Revised Code, designate one or nore areas
in one or nore nunicipal corporations or in unincorporated areas
of the county as proposed urban jobs and enterprise zones, except
that a board of county comi ssioners nmay designate no nore than
one area within a township, or within adjacent townships, as a

proposed urban jobs and enterprise zone.

(3) The legislative authority or board of county
conmmi ssioners nmay petition the director of devel opnent for

certification of the area as having the characteristics set forth
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in division (A)(3) of section 5709.61 of the Revised Code. Wthin
sixty days after receiving such a petition, the director shal
determ ne whether the area has the characteristics set forth in
that division and forward the findings to the legislative
authority or board of county conmissioners. If the director
certifies the area as having those characteristics and thereby
certifies it as a zone, the legislative authority or board may
enter into agreenents with enterprises under division (B) of this
section. Any enterprise wishing to enter into an agreenent with a
| egislative authority or board of county comm ssioners under this
section and satisfying one of the criteria described in divisions
(B)(1) to (5) of this section shall submt a proposal to the

| egi sl ative authority or board on the form prescribed under
division (B) of section 5709.62 of the Revised Code and shal
review and update the estimates and |istings required by the form
in the manner required under that division. The legislative
authority or board may, on a separate formand at any tine,
require any additional information necessary to deterni ne whether
an enterprise is in conpliance with an agreenent and to coll ect
the information required to be reported under section 5709. 68 of
the Revi sed Code.

(B) Prior to entering into an agreenment with an enterprise,
the legislative authority or board of county conmi ssioners shal
determ ne whether the enterprise subnitting the proposal is
qualified by financial responsibility and busi ness experience to
create and preserve enpl oynent opportunities in the zone and to
i nprove the econonic climate of the nunicipal corporation or
muni ci pal corporations or the unincorporated areas in which the
zone is located and to which the proposal applies, and whether the

enterprise satisfies one of the following criteria:

(1) The enterprise currently has no operations in this state

and, subject to approval of the agreenent, intends to establish
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operations in the zone;

(2) The enterprise currently has operations in this state
and, subject to approval of the agreenent, intends to establish
operations at a new location in the zone that would not result in
a reduction in the nunber of enployee positions at any of the

enterprise's other locations in this state;

(3) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
intends to relocate operations, currently |ocated in another

state, to the zone;

(4) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
intends to expand operations at an existing site in the zone that

the enterprise currently operates;

(5) The enterprise, subject to approval of the agreenent,
intends to relocate operations, currently located in this state,
to the zone, and the director of devel opnent has issued a waiver
for the enterprise under division (B) of section 5709.633 of the
Revi sed Code.

(O If the legislative authority or board deternines that the
enterprise is so qualified and satisfies one of the criteria
described in divisions (B)(1) to (5) of this section, the
| egislative authority or board may, after conplying with section
5709. 83 of the Revised Code and on or before Cctober 15, 2011
and, in the case of a board of comm ssioners, with the consent of
the legislative authority of each affected nunicipal corporation
or of the board of township trustees, enter into an agreenent with
the enterprise under which the enterprise agrees to establi sh,
expand, renovate, or occupy a facility in the zone and hire new
enpl oyees, or preserve enploynent opportunities for existing

enpl oyees, in return for the follow ng incentives:

(1) When the facility is located in a nunicipal corporation

a legislative authority or board of comm ssioners nay enter into
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an agreenent for one or nore of the incentives provided in
division (C) of section 5709.62 of the Revised Code, subject to

division (D) of that section-. No legislative authority may grant

an_exenption under this division with respect to property in

territory annexed to the nunicipal corporation pursuant to section

709. 023 of the Revised Code unless the board of township trustees

consents to the exenption or the legislative authority agrees to

rei nburse the township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of

t he exenpti on.

(2) When the facility is located in an unincorporated area, a
board of commi ssioners may enter into an agreenent for one or nore
of the incentives provided in divisions (B)(1)(b), (B)(2), and
(B)(3) of section 5709.63 of the Revised Code, subject to division
(C of that section.

(D) Al agreenents entered into under this section shall be
in the formprescribed under section 5709.631 of the Revised Code.
After an agreenent under this section is entered into, if the
| egislative authority or board of county conm ssioners revokes its
desi gnation of the zone, or if the director of devel opnent revokes
the zone's certification, any entitlenments granted under the
agreement shall continue for the nunmber of years specified in the

agreenent.

(E) Except as otherwi se provided in this division, an
agreenent entered into under this section shall require that the
enterprise pay an annual fee equal to the greater of one per cent
of the dollar value of incentives offered under the agreenent or
five hundred dollars; provided, however, that if the value of the
i ncentives exceeds two hundred fifty thousand dollars, the fee
shall not exceed two thousand five hundred dollars. The fee shal
be payable to the legislative authority or board of comi ssioners
once per year for each year the agreenent is effective on the days

and in the formspecified in the agreenent. Fees paid shall be
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deposited in a special fund created for such purpose by the

| egi slative authority or board and shall be used by the

| egislative authority or board exclusively for the purpose of
complying with section 5709.68 of the Revised Code and by the tax
incentive review council created under section 5709.85 of the

Revi sed Code exclusively for the purposes of performing the duties
prescri bed under that section. The legislative authority or board
may wai ve or reduce the anount of the fee charged agai nst an
enterprise, but such waiver or reduction does not affect the
obligations of the legislative authority or board or the tax

i ncentive review council to conmply with section 5709.68 or 5709. 85

of the Revised Code, respectively.

(F) Wth the approval of the legislative authority of a
muni ci pal corporation or the board of township trustees of a
township in which a zone is designated under division (A (2) of
this section, the board of county comni ssioners nmay del egate to
that legislative authority or board any powers and duties of the
board to negotiate and adm ni ster agreenments with regard to that

zone under this section.

(G Wen an agreenent is entered into pursuant to this
section, the legislative authority or board of conm ssioners
aut hori zing the agreenent shall forward a copy of the agreenment to
the director of devel opnent and to the tax conmi ssioner within
fifteen days after the agreenent is entered into. If any agreenent
includes ternms not provided for in section 5709.631 of the Revised
Code affecting the revenue of a city, local, or exenpted village
school district or causing revenue to be forgone by the district,
i ncl udi ng any conpensation to be paid to the school district
pursuant to section 5709.82 of the Revised Code, those terns al so
shall be forwarded in witing to the director of devel opnent al ong

with the copy of the agreenent forwarded under this division

(H After an agreement is entered into, the enterprise shal
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file with each personal property tax return required to be filed
while the agreenent is in effect, an informational return, on a
form prescribed by the tax comi ssioner for that purpose, setting
forth separately the property, and rel ated costs and val ues,

exenpted from taxation under the agreement.

(1) An agreement entered into under this section may include
a provision requiring the enterprise to create one or nore
tenporary internship positions for students enrolled in a course
of study at a school or other educational institution in the
vicinity, and to create a schol arship or provide another form of
educational financial assistance for students hol ding such a
position in exchange for the student's commtnent to work for the

enterprise at the conpletion of the internship.

Sec. 5709.78. (A) A board of county commi ssioners my, by
resol ution, declare inprovenents to certain parcels of rea
property located in the unincorporated territory of the county to
be a public purpose. Except with the approval under division (O
of this section of the board of education of each city, l|ocal, or
exenpted village school district within which the inprovenents are
| ocated, not nore than seventy-five per cent of an inprovenent
thus declared to be a public purpose nay be exenpted from real
property taxation, for a period of not nore than ten years. The
resol ution shall specify the percentage of the inprovenent to be

exenpted and the life of the exenption

A resol ution adopted under this division shall designate the
specific public infrastructure inprovenents nmade, to be nade, or
in the process of being nmade by the county that directly benefit,
or that once nmade will directly benefit, the parcels for which
i nprovenents are declared to be a public purpose. The service
paynents provided for in section 5709.79 of the Revised Code shall

be used to finance the public infrastructure inprovenents
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designated in the resolution, or as provided in section 5709. 80 of
t he Revi sed Code.

(B)(1) A board of county conmm ssioners nmay adopt a resol ution
creating an incentive district and declaring inprovenents to
parcels within the district to be a public purpose and, except as
provided in division (E) of this section, exenpt fromtaxation as
provided in this section, but no board of county comm ssioners of
a county that has a popul ation that exceeds twenty-five thousand,
as shown by the nost recent federal decennial census, shall adopt
a resolution that creates an incentive district if the sumof the
taxabl e value of real property in the proposed district for the
preceding tax year and the taxable value of all real property in
the county that woul d have been taxable in the preceding year were
it not for the fact that the property was in an existing incentive
district and therefore exenpt fromtaxation exceeds twenty-five
per cent of the taxable value of real property in the county for
the preceding tax year. The district shall be located within the
uni ncorporated territory of the county and shall not include any
territory that is included within a district created under
division (C) of section 5709.73 of the Revised Code. The
resolution shall delineate the boundary of the district and
specifically identify each parcel within the district. A district
may not include any parcel that is or has been exenpted from
taxation under division (A) of this section or that is or has been
wi thin another district created under this division. A resolution
may create nore than one such district, and nore than one

resol uti on may be adopted under division (B)(1) of this section

(2) Not later than thirty days prior to adopting a resolution
under division (B)(1) of this section, if the county intends to
apply for exenptions fromtaxation under section 5709.911 of the
Revi sed Code on behal f of owners of real property located wthin

the proposed incentive district, the board of county conmi ssioners
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shal | conduct a public hearing on the proposed resol ution. Not
later than thirty days prior to the public hearing, the board
shall give notice of the public hearing and the proposed
resolution by first class nmail to every real property owner whose
property is located within the boundaries of the proposed
incentive district that is the subject of the proposed resol ution
The board al so shall provide the notice by first class mail to the
clerk of each township in which the proposed incentive district

will be | ocated.

(3)(a) A resolution adopted under division (B)(1) of this
section shall specify the life of the incentive district and the
percentage of the inprovenents to be exenpted, shall designate the
public infrastructure inprovenents made, to be nmade, or in the
process of being made, that benefit or serve, or, once nmade, wll
benefit or serve parcels in the district. The resolution al so
shall identify one or nore specific projects being, or to be,
undertaken in the district that place additional denand on the
public infrastructure inprovenents designated in the resolution
The project identified may, but need not be, the project under
division (B)(3)(b) of this section that places real property in

use for commercial or industrial purposes.

A resol ution adopted under division (B)(1) of this section on
or after theeffective date of thisamendrent March 30, 2006

shal | not designate police or fire equi pnment as public

i nfrastructure inprovenents, and no service paynent provided for
in section 5709.79 of the Revised Code and received by the county

under the resolution shall be used for police or fire equipnent.

(b) A resolution adopted under division (B)(1) of this
section may aut horize the use of service paynents provided for in
section 5709.79 of the Revised Code for the purpose of housing
renovations within the incentive district, provided that the

resol ution al so designhates public infrastructure inprovenents that
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benefit or serve the district, and that a project within the

di strict places real property in use for comrercial or industrial
pur poses. Service paynents nay be used to finance or support

| oans, deferred |loans, and grants to persons for the purpose of
housi ng renovations within the district. The resol ution shal
designate the parcels within the district that are eligible for
housi ng renovati ons. The resolution shall state separately the
anount or the percentages of the expected aggregate service
paynments that are designhated for each public infrastructure

i mprovenent and for the purpose of housing renovations.

(4) Except with the approval of the board of education of
each city, local, or exenpted village school district within the
territory of which the incentive district is or will be | ocated,
and subject to division (D) of this section, the |ife of an
incentive district shall not exceed ten years, and the percentage
of inprovenents to be exenpted shall not exceed seventy-five per
cent. Wth approval of the board of education, the life of a
district may be not nore than thirty years, and the percentage of
i mprovenments to be exenpted may be not nore than one hundred per
cent. The approval of a board of education shall be obtained in

the manner provided in division (C) of this section.

(O (1) Inprovenents with respect to a parcel may be exenpted
fromtaxation under division (A of this section, and inprovenents
to parcels within an incentive district my be exenpted from
taxation under division (B) of this section, for up to ten years
or, with the approval of the board of education of the city,
| ocal, or exenpted village school district within which the parce
or district is located, for up to thirty years. The percentage of
the i nprovenents exenpted fromtaxation may, with such approval
exceed seventy-five per cent, but shall not exceed one hundred per
cent. Not later than forty-five business days prior to adopting a

resol uti on under this section declaring inprovenents to be a
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public purpose that is subject to the approval of a board of
educati on under this division, the board of county comm ssioners
shall deliver to the board of education a notice stating its
intent to adopt a resolution naking that declaration. The notice
regardi ng i nprovenents with respect to a parcel under division (A)
of this section shall identify the parcels for which inprovenents
are to be exenpted fromtaxation, provide an estimate of the true
val ue in noney of the inprovenents, specify the period for which
the i nprovenents woul d be exenpted fromtaxation and the
percentage of the inprovenents that woul d be exenpted, and

i ndi cate the date on which the board of county conm ssioners

i ntends to adopt the resolution. The notice regarding inprovenents
to parcels within an incentive district under division (B) of this
section shall delineate the boundaries of the district,
specifically identify each parcel within the district, identify
each anticipated i nprovenent in the district, provide an estinate
of the true value in noney of each such inprovenent, specify the
life of the district and the percentage of inprovenents that woul d
be exenpted, and indicate the date on which the board of county
commi ssioners intends to adopt the resolution. The board of
education, by resolution adopted by a majority of the board, nay
approve the exenption for the period or for the exenption
percentage specified in the notice; nay di sapprove the exenption
for the nunber of years in excess of ten, may disapprove the
exenption for the percentage of the inprovenments to be exenpted in
excess of seventy-five per cent, or both; or may approve the
exenption on the condition that the board of county conm ssioners
and the board of education negotiate an agreement providing for
conpensation to the school district equal in value to a percentage
of the anpbunt of taxes exenpted in the eleventh and subsequent
years of the exenption period or, in the case of exenption
percentages in excess of seventy-five per cent, conpensation equal

in value to a percentage of the taxes that would be payable on the
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portion of the inprovenents in excess of seventy-five per cent
were that portion to be subject to taxation, or other nutually

agr eeabl e conpensati on

(2) The board of education shall certify its resolution to
the board of county comm ssioners not |ater than fourteen days
prior to the date the board of county conm ssioners intends to
adopt its resolution as indicated in the notice. If the board of
education and the board of county conm ssioners negotiate a
nut ual | y accept abl e conpensati on agreenent, the resolution of the
board of county comi ssioners may declare the inprovenents a
public purpose for the nunber of years specified in that
resolution or, in the case of exenption percentages in excess of
seventy-five per cent, for the exenption percentage specified in
the resolution. In either case, if the board of education and the
board of county commissioners fail to negotiate a nmutually
accept abl e conpensati on agreenent, the resolution may declare the
i mprovenents a public purpose for not nore than ten years, and
shall not exenpt nore than seventy-five per cent of the
i mprovenments fromtaxation. If the board of education fails to
certify a resolution to the board of county conm ssioners within
the time prescribed by this section, the board of county
conmi ssi oners thereupon may adopt the resolution and may decl are
the inprovenents a public purpose for up to thirty years or, in
the case of exenption percentages proposed in excess of
seventy-five per cent, for the exenption percentage specified in
the resolution. The board of county commi ssioners may adopt the
resolution at any tinme after the board of education certifies its
resol ution approving the exenption to the board of county
comm ssioners, or, if the board of education approves the
exenption on the condition that a nutually acceptabl e conpensati on
agreenent be negotiated, at any tinme after the conpensation
agreenent is agreed to by the board of education and the board of

county commi ssi oners.
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(3) If a board of education has adopted a resol uti on waiving
its right to approve exenptions fromtaxation under this section
and the resolution remains in effect, approval of such exenptions
by the board of education is not required under division (C) of
this section. If a board of education has adopted a resol ution
all ow ng a board of county comm ssioners to deliver the notice
requi red under division (C of this section fewer than forty-five
busi ness days prior to approval of the resolution by the board of
county comi ssioners, the board of county conmi ssioners shal
deliver the notice to the board of education not later than the
nunber of days prior to such approval as prescribed by the board
of education inits resolution. If a board of education adopts a
resolution waiving its right to approve exenptions or shortening
the notification period, the board of education shall certify a
copy of the resolution to the board of county conmi ssioners. |f
t he board of education rescinds such a resolution, it shal
certify notice of the rescission to the board of county

conmi Ssi oners.

(D)(1) If a proposed resolution under division (B)(1) of this
section exenpts inprovenments with respect to a parcel within an
incentive district for nore than ten years, or the percentage of
the i nprovenent exenpted fromtaxation exceeds seventy-five per
cent, not later than forty-five business days prior to adopting
the resolution the board of county conm ssioners shall deliver to
the board of township trustees of any township within which the
incentive district is or will be located a notice that states its
intent to adopt a resolution creating an incentive district. The
notice shall include a copy of the proposed resolution, identify
the parcels for which inprovenents are to be exenpted from
taxation, provide an estimate of the true value in noney of the
i mprovenents, specify the period of tine for which the
i mprovenments woul d be exenpted fromtaxation, specify the

percentage of the inprovenents that woul d be exenpted from
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taxation, and indicate the date on which the board intends to

adopt the resol ution

(2) The board of township trustees, by resolution adopted by
a mpjority of the board, nay object to the exenption for the
nunber of years in excess of ten, may object to the exenption for
t he percentage of the inprovenent to be exenpted in excess of
seventy-five per cent, or both. If the board of township trustees
obj ects, the board of township trustees nmay negotiate a nmutually
accept abl e conpensati on agreenent with the board of county
conmm ssioners. In no case shall the conmpensation provided to the
board of township trustees exceed the property taxes foregone
forgone due to the exenption. If the board of township trustees
obj ects, and the board of township trustees and the board of
county conmm ssioners fail to negotiate a nutually acceptable
conpensation agreenent, the resolution adopted under division
(B)(1) of this section shall provide to the board of township
trustees conpensation in the el eventh and subsequent years of the
exenption period equal in value to not nore than fifty per cent of
the taxes that woul d be payable to the township or, if the board
of township trustee's objection includes an objection to an
exenption percentage in excess of seventy-five per cent,
conmpensation equal in value to not nore than fifty per cent of the
taxes that would be payable to the township on the portion of the
i mprovenment in excess of seventy-five per cent, were that portion
to be subject to taxation. The board of township trustees shal
certify its resolution to the board of county conm ssioners not

later than thirty days after receipt of the notice.

(3) If the board of township trustees does not object or
fails to certify a resolution objecting to an exenption within
thirty days after receipt of the notice, the board of county
conmmi ssioners nmay adopt its resolution, and no conpensation shal

be provided to the board of township trustees. If the board of

Page 78

2429
2430

2431
2432
2433
2434
2435
2436
2437
2438
2439
2440
2441
2442
2443
2444
2445
2446
2447
2448
2449
2450
2451
2452
2453
2454
2455

2456
2457
2458
2459
2460



S. B. No. 297
As Introduced

township trustees certifies its resolution objecting to the

conmm ssioners' resolution, the board of county comm ssioners nay
adopt its resolution at any tinme after a nmutually acceptable
conmpensati on agreenent is agreed to by the board of county

comm ssioners and the board of township trustees. If the board of
township trustees certifies a resolution objecting to the

commi ssioners' resolution, the board of county conm ssioners nay
adopt its resolution at any tine after a nmutually acceptable
conmpensation agreenent is agreed to by the board of county

conmmi ssioners and the board of township trustees, or, if no
conmpensati on agreenent is negotiated, at any tinme after the board
of county conmissioners in the proposed resolution to provide
conpensation to the board of township trustees of fifty per cent
of the taxes that woul d be payable to the township in the el eventh
and subsequent years of the exenption period or on the portion of
the inprovenent in excess of seventy-five per cent, were that

portion to be subject to taxation.

(E) Service paynments in lieu of taxes that are attributable
to any anmount by which the effective tax rate of either a renewal
levy with an increase or a replacenent |evy exceeds the effective
tax rate of the levy renewed or replaced, or that are attributable
to an additional levy, for a levy authorized by the voters for any
of the follow ng purposes on or after January 1, 2006, and which
are provided pursuant to a resolution creating an incentive
di strict under division (B)(1) of this section that is adopted on
or after January 1, 2006, shall be distributed to the appropriate
taxing authority as required under division (D) of section 5709.79
of the Revised Code in an amount equal to the amount of taxes from
that additional levy or fromthe increase in the effective tax
rate of such renewal or replacenent |evy that woul d have been
payabl e to that taxing authority fromthe following levies were it
not for the exenption authorized under division (B) of this

section:
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(1) Atax levied under division (L) of section 5705.19 or
section 5705.191 of the Revised Code for conmunity nenta
retardati on and devel opnental disabilities progranms and services

pursuant to Chapter 5126. of the Revised Code;

(2) Atax levied under division (Y) of section 5705.19 of the
Revi sed Code for providing or maintaining senior citizens services

or facilities;

(3) Atax levied under section 5705.22 of the Revised Code

for county hospitals;

(4) Atax levied by a joint-county district or by a county
under section 5705.19, 5705.191, or 5705.221 of the Revised Code
for al cohol, drug addiction, and nental health services or

facilities;

(5 A tax levied under section 5705.23 of the Revised Code

for library purposes;

(6) A tax levied under section 5705.24 of the Revised Code
for the support of children services and the placenment and care of

children;

(7) Atax levied under division (Z) of section 5705.19 of the
Revi sed Code for the provision and mai ntenance of zool ogi cal park
services and facilities under section 307.76 of the Revised Code;

(8) . . ' S

. . I . hi
park—distriets Any tax levied by a township other than a tax

i nposed to pay for current expenses or for general permanent

i Nprovenents;

(9) Atax levied under division (A), (F), or (H) of section
5705. 19 of the Revised Code for parks and recreational purposes of
a joint recreation district organized pursuant to division (B) of
section 755.14 of the Revi sed Code;
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(10) A tax levied under section 1545.20 or 1545.21 of the

Revi sed Code for park district purposes;

(11) A tax levied under section 5705.191 of the Revised Code
for the purpose of making appropriations for public assistance;
human or social services; public relief; public welfare; public

heal t h and hospitalization; and support of general hospitals;

(12) A tax levied under section 3709.29 of the Revised Code

for a general health district program

(F) An exenption fromtaxation granted under this section
commences with the tax year specified in the resolution so | ong as
the year specified in the resolution conmences after the effective
date of the resolution. If the resolution specifies a year
commenci ng before the effective date of the resolution or
specifies no year whatsoever, the exenption commences with the tax
year in which an exenpted inprovenent first appears on the tax
list and duplicate of real and public utility property and that
commences after the effective date of the resolution. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this division, the exenption ends on the
date specified in the resolution as the date the inprovenent
ceases to be a public purpose or the incentive district expires,
or ends on the date on which the county can no |onger require
annual service paynents in |ieu of taxes under section 5709.79 of
the Revi sed Code, whichever occurs first. The exenption of an
i mprovenment with respect to a parcel or within an incentive
district may end on a later date, as specified in the resol ution,
if the board of comm ssioners and the board of education of the
city, local, or exenpted village school district within which the
parcel or district is |located have entered into a conpensation
agreement under section 5709.82 of the Revised Code with respect
to the inprovenent, and the board of education has approved the
term of the exenption under division (C (1) of this section, but

in no case shall the inprovenment be exenpted fromtaxation for
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nore than thirty years. Exenptions shall be clainmed and all owed in
the same or a sinmilar nmanner as in the case of other real property
exenptions. If an exenption status changes during a tax year, the
procedure for the apportionnent of the taxes for that year is the
same as in the case of other changes in tax exenption status

during the year.

(G If the board of county comm ssioners is not required by
this section to notify the board of education of the board of
county comni ssioners' intent to declare inprovenents to be a
public purpose, the board of county conm ssioners shall conply
with the notice requirenments inposed under section 5709.83 of the
Revi sed Code before taking formal action to adopt the resol ution
maki ng that declaration, unless the board of education has adopted
a resolution under that section waiving its right to receive such

a noti ce.

(H The county, not later than fifteen days after the
adoption of a resolution under this section, shall submt to the
di rector of devel opnent a copy of the resolution. On or before the
thirty-first day of March of each year, the county shall submt a
status report to the director of devel opment. The report shal
i ndicate, in the manner prescribed by the director, the progress
of the project during each year that an exenption remains in
effect, including a summary of the receipts fromservice paynents
in lieu of taxes; expenditures of noney fromthe fund created
under section 5709.80 of the Revised Code; a description of the
public infrastructure inprovenents and housi ng renovations
financed with such expenditures; and a quantitative summry of
changes in enploynment and private investment resulting from each

proj ect .

(I') Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a
board of county comissioners fromdeclaring to be a public

pur pose inprovenents with respect to nore than one parcel
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Sec. 5709.88. (A) As used in sections 5709. 88 threough to
5709. 883 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) "Enterprise," "expand," "renovate," "project," "project

n n n

site," "position," "full-time enployee," "first used in business,"
and "making retail sales" have the sane neanings as in section

5709. 61 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) "Property,” "renedy," and "renedi al activities" have the

same neanings as in section 3746.01 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Facility" means an enterprise's place of business,
including land constituting property that is described in a
certification under division (B) of section 5709.87 of the Revised
Code, and buildings, inprovenents, fixtures, structures,
machi nery, equi pnent, and other materials, except inventory, used
in business and situated on such land. "Facility" does not include
any portion of an enterprise's place of business used prinarily
for making retail sales unless the place of business is located in
an inpacted city as defined in section 1728.01 of the Revised
Code.

(4) "New enpl oyee" neans a full-tinme enployee first enpl oyed
by an enterprise at a facility that is a project site after the
enterprise enters into an agreenent under division (D) of this

secti on.

(5) "Renediate" nmeans to nake expenditures for renedies or
renedi al activities equal to at |east ten per cent of the true
val ue in noney of the Il and, buildings, inprovenents, structures,
and fixtures constituting a facility as determi ned for purposes of
property taxation inmediately prior to formal approval of an

agreement under division (D) of this section.

(6) "CQccupy" neans to make expenditures to alter or repair a

vacant facility equal to at |east twenty per cent of the market
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value of the facility prior to such expenditures, as determ ned

for the purposes of |ocal property taxation.

(7) "Vacant facility" means a facility that has been vacant
for at l|east ninety days inmediately preceding the date on which

an agreenent is entered into under division (D) of this section

(B) The legislative authority of any county or nunici pal
corporation within which is | ocated property that is the subject
of a certification under division (B) of section 5709.87 of the
Revi sed Code may enter into an agreenent with an enterprise under
division (D) of this section, provided that the |legislative
authority of a county may enter into such agreenments with respect
only to property located within the unincorporated territory of
the county. Prior to entering into such an agreenent, the
| egislative authority shall petition the director of devel opnent
for the director's confirmation that the property is the subject
of such a certification, and the director, within thirty days
after receipt of such a petition, shall confirmwhether such a
certification has been issued. The petition shall be acconpanied
by a description of the property in the formand nmanner prescribed

by the director.

(C Any enterprise that wishes to enter into an agreenent
with a legislative authority under division (D) of this section
shall submit a proposal to the legislative authority on a form
prescribed by the director of devel opment together with the
application fee established under section 5709.882 of the Revised

Code. The formshall require the follow ng information

(1) An estimate of the nunber of new enpl oyees whom t he
enterprise intends to hire, or of the nunmber of enployees whomthe
enterprise intends to retain, at a facility that is a project
site, and an estimate of the ampbunt of payroll of the enterprise

attributable to these enpl oyees;
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(2) An estimate of the anmpunt to be invested by the
enterprise to establish, expand, renovate, or occupy a facility,
i ncluding investrment in new buildings, additions or inprovenents
to existing buildings, machinery, equipnent, furniture, fixtures,

and i nventory;

(3) Alisting of the enterprise's current investnent, if any,

inafacility as of the date of the proposal's submn ssion.

The enterprise shall review and update the listings required
under this division to reflect material changes, and any agreenent
entered into under division (D) of this section shall set forth
final estimates and listings as of the tine the agreenent is
entered into. The legislative authority, on a separate form and at
any time, may require any additional information necessary to
determ ne whether an enterprise is in conpliance with an agreenent
and to collect the information required to be reported under
section 5709.882 of the Revised Code.

(D) (1) Upon receipt and investigation of a proposal under
division (C) of this section, if the |egislative authority finds
that the enterprise submtting the proposal is qualified by
financial responsibility and business experience to create and
preserve enpl oynent opportunities at the project site and inprove
the econonic climate of the county or rmunicipal corporation, the
| egislative authority, after conplying with section 5709.83 of the
Revi sed Code, may enter into, and formally shall approve, an
agreenent with the enterprise under which the enterprise agrees to
renediate a facility and to spend an anpbunt equal to at |east two
hundred fifty per cent of the true value in noney of the |and,
bui | di ngs, inprovenents, structures, and fixtures constituting the
facility, as determ ned for purposes of property taxation
i medi ately prior to formal approval of the agreenment, to
establ i sh, expand, renovate, or occupy a facility and hire new

enpl oyees, or preserve enploynent opportunities for existing
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enpl oyees, in return for one or nore of the follow ng incentives:

H-(a) Exenption for a specified nunmber of years, not to
exceed ten, of a specified portion, up to one hundred per cent, of
t he assessed val ue of tangi bl e personal property first used in
busi ness at the project site as a result of the agreenent. An
exenption granted pursuant to division (D)(1) of this section
applies to inventory required to be |isted pursuant to sections
5711.15 and 5711. 16 of the Revised Code, except that, in the
i nstance of an expansion or other situations in which an
enterprise was in business at the facility prior to the effective
date of the agreenment, the inventory that is exenpt is that anount
or value of inventory in excess of the anobunt or val ue of
inventory required to be listed in the personal property tax
return of the enterprise in the return for the tax year in which

the agreenent is entered into.

2+(b) Exenption for a specified nunmber of years, not to
exceed ten, of a specified portion, up to one hundred per cent, of
the increase, subsequent to formal approval of the agreenent by
the legislative authority, in the assessed val uation of buildings,
i mprovenents, structures, and fixtures constituting the project

site;

33(c) Provision for a specified nunmber of years, not to
exceed ten, of any optional services or assistance that the county
or nmunici pal corporation is authorized to provide with regard to

the project site.

(2) No legislative authority may grant an exenption under

this section with respect to property in territory annexed to the

nuni ci pal corporation pursuant to section 709.023 of the Revised

Code unl ess the board of township trustees consents to the

exenption or the leqgislative authority agrees to rei nburse the

township for any revenue | ost or forgone because of the exenption.
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(E) Al agreenents entered into under this section shall be

in the formprescribed under section 5709.881 of the Revised Code.

(F) Except as otherwi se provided in this division, an
agreenent entered into under this section shall require that the
enterprise pay an annual fee equal to the greater of one per cent
of the dollar value of incentives offered under the agreenent or
five hundred dollars, provided that if the value of the incentives
exceeds two hundred fifty thousand dollars, the fee shall not
exceed two thousand five hundred dollars. The fee shall be payable
to the legislative authority once per year for each year the
agreenent is effective on the days and in the formspecified in
the agreenent. Fees paid shall be deposited in a special fund
created for that purpose by the legislative authority and shall be
used by the legislative authority exclusively for the purpose of
complying with section 5709.882 of the Revised Code and by the tax
i ncentive review council created under section 5709.883 of the
Revi sed Code exclusively for the purposes of perfornming the duties
prescribed under that section. The |egislative authority may wai ve
or reduce the anmount of the fee charged against an enterprise, but
such a waiver or reduction does not affect the obligations of the
| egislative authority or the tax incentive review council to
comply with section 5709.882 or 5709. 883 of the Revised Code.

(G Wen an agreenent is entered into under this section, the
| egislative authority authorizing the agreenment shall forward a
copy of the agreenment to the director of devel opnent and to the
tax commi ssioner within fifteen days after the agreenent is

entered into.

(H After an agreenent is entered into, the enterprise shal
file with each personal property tax return required to be filed
while the agreenent is in effect, an informational return, on a
form prescribed by the tax comi ssioner for that purpose, setting

forth separately the property, and rel ated costs and val ues,
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exenpted fromtaxation under the agreenent.

(1) The legislative authority may require the owner of record
to pay the anmount of taxes that, during the period beginning with
t he commencenent of the exenption and ending with the date of
revocati on of the covenant not to sue under Chapter 3746. of the
Revi sed Code, woul d have been charged agai nst the property had the
property not been exenpted fromtaxation pursuant to an agreenment
entered into under this section. In the case of real property, the
proper county auditor shall determ ne the taxable value of the
property for each of the tax years for which the property had been
exenpted fromtaxation, and shall determ ne the anount of taxes
that woul d have been charged agai nst the property had the property
been subject to taxation each of those years. The county treasurer
shall issue a tax bill as otherw se required by law, and the taxes
shall be payable in full on the first succeeding day on which the
first one-half of taxes is required to be paid under section
323.12 of the Revised Code. |f such real property taxes are not
paid in full when due, a penalty shall be charged, and interest
shall accrue on those taxes, as provided in section 323.121 of the
Revi sed Code. In cases of underpaynent or nonpaynment, the
deficiency shall be collected as otherw se provided for the

coll ection of delingquent real property taxes.

In the case of tangi ble personal property, the tax
conmmi ssi oner shall determine the taxable value of the property for
each of the tax years for which the property had been exenpted
fromtaxation on the basis of the informational return required to
be filed under this section or any further assessnment necessary to
make such a determ nation, and certify that determ nation to the
proper county auditor, who shall add the property to the proper
tax lists and duplicates. Taxes shall be charged agai nst such
property at the rates charged for the respective years for which

taxes are charged under this division. The county treasurer shal
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issue a tax bill as otherwise required by |aw, and the taxes shall
be payabl e on the next succeeding date for the paynment of current
taxes. If the taxes are not paid in full when due, a penalty shal
be charged, and interest shall accrue, as otherw se provided in
sections 5719.03 and 5719. 041 of the Revised Code. In cases of
under paynment or nonpaynent, the deficiency shall be collected as

ot herwi se provided in Chapter 5719. of the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 121.22, 505.87, 709.02,
709. 021, 709.023, 709.033, 725.02, 1728.10, 3735.66, 4906.06
5571. 14, 5709. 40, 5709.41, 5709.62, 5709.632, 5709.78, and 5709. 88

of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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