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128th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 66

2009-2010

Senator Faber

Cosponsors: Senators Schaffer, Stewart, Gibbs, Wagoner, Schuler, Turner

A BILL

To amend sections 146.01, 146.12, and 742.45 of the
Revi sed Code to provide health insurance benefits
to dependents of volunteer firefighters killed in

the line of duty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 146.01, 146.12, and 742.45 of the

Revi sed Code be anended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 146.01. As used in sections 146.01 to 146.19 of the
Revi sed Code:

(A) "Fire departnent” nmeans a volunteer fire departnent, a
fire departnent of a political subdivision or fire district of
this state, or a private volunteer conpany that has elected to
participate in the volunteer fire fighters' dependents fund

pursuant to section 146.02 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) "Volunteer firefighter" neans both of the follow ng,

subject to division (B)(2) of this section

(a) A duly appointed nenber of a fire departnment on either a
nonpay or part-pay basis who is ineligible to be a nenber of the

Ohio police and fire pension fund, or whose enploynent as a
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firefighter does not in itself qualify any such person for
menbership in the public enpl oyees retirenent system or who has

wai ved nenbership in the public enpl oyees retirenment system

(b) Firefighters drafted, requisitioned, or appointed to

serve in an energency.

(2)(a) A volunteer firefighter who is a nenber of the public
enpl oyees retirenent system shall be considered a vol unteer
firefighter for purposes of this chapter, and in particular, for
pur poses of divisions (A and (B) of section 146.12 of the Revised
Code until the firefighter has at |east one and one-half years of
Ohio service credit for purposes of division (B) of section 145.45
of the Revised Code;

(b) A volunteer firefighter who is a nmenber of the public
enpl oyees retirenent system shall be considered a vol unteer
firefighter for purposes of this chapter and, in particular, for
pur poses of division {&-(D) of section 146.12 of the Revised Code
until the firefighter has at |least five years of total service
credit for purposes of sections 145.35 and 145.36 or section
145. 361 of the Revised Code.

(C "Private volunteer fire company" nmeans a conpany of
trained volunteer firefighters having a contract to furnish fire
protection or energency service or both to a political subdivision

or fire district of this state.

(D "Menber of the fund" includes a political subdivision or
fire district of this state that maintains in whole or in part a
vol unteer fire departnment or enploys volunteer firefighters, and a
private volunteer fire conpany that has elected to participate in

the volunteer fire fighters' dependents fund.

(E) "Volunteer fire fighters' dependents fund" neans the fund
establ i shed by section 146. 07 of the Revised Code.

(F) "Totally and permanently di sabl ed" neans that a vol unteer
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firefighter is unable to engage in any substantial gainful
enpl oynent for a period of not |ess than twelve nonths by reason
of a nmedically determ nabl e physical inpairment that is pernanent

or presuned to be pernanent.

Sec. 146.12. Benefits shall be paid fromthe volunteer fire
fighters' dependents fund to or on behalf of the foll ow ng

persons:

(A) To the surviving spouse of a volunteer firefighter killed
whil e discharging the duties of a volunteer firefighter or who
di es fromexposure or injury received while in the discharge of
those duties, a lunmp sum award of one thousand dollars, and, in

addi tion, the sumof three hundred dollars per nonth;

(B) To the parent, guardian, or other persons upon whom a
child of a volunteer firefighter is dependent for chief support,
the sum of one hundred twenty-five dollars per nonth for each
dependent child under eighteen years of age, or under twenty-three
years of age if the child is attending a post-secondary
educational institution and is conpleting a program of instruction
each school year that satisfies the equival ent of at |east
two-thirds of the full-time curriculumrequirenents of the

i nstitution.

(©) To the dependents of a volunteer firefighter killed while

di scharging the duties of a volunteer firefighter or who dies from

exposure or injury received while in the discharge of those

duties, coverage for health insurance benefits established by the

board of trustees of the Chio police and fire pension fund under

section 742.45 of the Revised Code if none of the follow ng are

true:

(1) The dependents are eligible for coverage under any

enpl oyer - sponsored health benefit pl an.
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(2) The dependents are covered under any health benefit plan.

(3) The dependents are eligible for coverage under the

nedi cai d program est abli shed under Chapter 5111. of the Revi sed

Code or the nedicare program established under Title XVIII of the
"Social Security Act." 42 U.S.C 1395.

(D) To a volunteer firefighter, totally and permanently
di sabl ed while discharging the duties of a volunteer firefighter,
the sum of three hundred dollars per nonth. No paynment shall be
nmade to a volunteer firefighter under full salary during the tine

of the volunteer firefighter's disability.

(E) As used in this section, "health benefit plan" neans any

of the follow ng when the contract, policy. or plan provides

paynent or rei nbursenent for the costs of health care services

other than for specific diseases and accidents only:

(1) An individual or group policy of sickness and acci dent

i nsur ance;

(2) An individual or group contract of a health insuring

cor poration;

(3) A public enplovee benefit plan;

(4) A multiple enployer welfare arrangenent as defined in
section 1739.01 of the Revi sed Code;

(5) A health benefit plan as requl ated under the "Enpl oyee
Retirenment | nconme Security Act of 1974," 29 U.S.C. 1001, et seq.

Sec. 742.45. (A) The board of trustees of the Chio police and
fire pension fund may enter into an agreenent with insurance
compani es, health insuring corporations, or governnent agencies
aut hori zed to do business in the state for issuance of a policy or
contract of health, medical, hospital, or surgical benefits, or
any conbi nation thereof, for those individuals receiving service

or disability pensions or survivor benefits subscribing to the
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pl an. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, the
policy or contract nay al so include coverage for any eligible

i ndi vidual's spouse and dependent children and for any of the
eligible individual's sponsored dependents as the board considers

appropri ate.

The board shall enter into an agreenent for issuance of a

policy or contract of health, nedical., hospital, or surgical

benefits, or any conbination thereof, pursuant to this section for

those individuals receiving survivor benefits under division (Q
of section 146.12 of the Revi sed Code.

If all or any portion of the policy or contract premumis to
be paid by any individual receiving a service, disability, or
survi vor pension or benefit, the individual shall, by witten
aut hori zation, instruct the board to deduct fromthe individual's
benefit the prem um agreed to be paid by the individual to the

conmpany, corporation, or agency.

The board may contract for coverage on the basis of part or
all of the cost of the coverage to be paid from appropriate funds
of the Chio police and fire pension fund. The cost paid fromthe
funds of the Onhio police and fire pension fund shall be included
in the enployer's contribution rates provided by sections 742. 33
and 742.34 of the Revised Code.

The board may provide for self-insurance of risk or |evel of
risk as set forth in the contract with the conpani es,
corporations, or agencies, and nmay provide through the
sel f-insurance nmethod specific benefits as authorized by the rules
of the board.

(B) The board shall, beginning the nonth follow ng receipt of
sati sfactory evidence of the paynent for coverage, pay nonthly to
each recipient of service, disability, or survivor benefits under

the Chio police and fire pension fund who is eligible for nedical
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i nsurance coverage under part B of "The Social Security Amendnents
of 1965," 79 Stat. 301, 42 U S.C A 1395j, as anended, an anount

equal to the basic prem uns for such coverage.

(C The board shall establish by rule requirenments for the
coordi nati on of any coverage, paynent, or benefit provided under
this section with any sinilar coverage, paynent, or benefit nade
avail able to the sane individual by the public enployees
retirenment system state teachers retirenent system schoo
enpl oyees retirenent system or state highway patrol retirenent

syst em

(D) The board shall nake all other necessary rul es pursuant

to the purpose and intent of this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 146.01, 146.12, and 742.45

of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.
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