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A BILL

To enact section 5709.89 of the Revised Code to
aut hori ze | ocal governnents to exenpt homes t hat
have been vacant for at |east twelve nonths from
non-school district property taxation for up to

three years when purchased by an owner-occupant.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 5709.89 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 5709.89. (A) For purposes of this section:

(1) "Vacant home" neans a single-fanmily or condom hi um

dwelling that has not been occupi ed by the owner or any |ega

tenant for the twelve consecutive nonths i nmedi ately precedi ng the

pur chase described in this section. "Vacant hone" includes so nmuch

of the land surrounding it. not exceeding one acre, as is

reasonably necessary for the use of the dwelling as a hone.

(2) "Purchase" includes a purchase under a | and install nment

contract confornming with Chapter 5313. of the Revised Code.

(3) "School district" nmeans a city, local, exenpted village,

joint vocational, or cooperative educational school district.
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(B) For the public purpose of mnimzing blight caused by the

presence of vacant housing, a board of township trustees or the

|l egislative authority of a nunicipal corporation, by resolution or

ordi nance, may exenpt fromreal property taxation vacant hones

situated in the township or municipal corporation and purchased

for not nore than one hundred fifty thousand dollars by an

i ndi vi dual whose donmicile is in this state and who occupi es the

dwelling as the individual's abode within sixty days after taking

possessi on. The exenption does not apply to taxes charged by a

school district. A board or leqgislative authority that exenpts

property under this section shall request the tax conm ssioner to

remt real property taxes charged against properties entitled to

the exenption, other than taxes charged by a school district. The

board or leqgislative authority shall certify a copy of the

resolution or ordinance to the county auditor

The exenption commences with the tax vear in which the deed

or other evidence of title is endorsed by the county auditor or,

in the case of a land installnment contract, the tax vear in which

the contract is recorded. The exenption ends at the concl usion of

the second ensuing tax vear, or at the conclusion of the tax vear

in which the individual ceases to own or occupy the dwelling as an

abode, whi chever occurs earlier. The owner shall apply for

exenption as provided in section 5715.27 of the Revised Code.

Not wi t hst anding division (B) of section 5713.08 of the

Revi sed Code., the tax conm ssioner shall remt any unpaid or

del i nguent taxes, penalties, and interest charged against a

property when the property beconmes entitled to the exenption

aut hori zed under this section.

The exenption and rem ssion apply only to vacant hones

pur chased on or after the effective date of the resol ution or

or di nance.
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