As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 99
2009-2010

Senators Grendell, Seitz

A BILL

To amend sections 302.02, 302.03, 302.05, 302.081,
302. 082, 302.09, 302.10, 302.11, 302.12, 302.13,
302. 14, 302.17, 302.18, 302.19, 302.201, 302.202,
302. 204, 302.21, 302.22, and 302.24 and to enact
sections 302.011, 302.012, 302.013, 302.014, and
302. 015 of the Revised Code to permt an
alternative formof county governnent in a county
having a population of 1.2 mllion or nore to have
a county council with at-large nenbers and nenbers
fromdistricts and to have an el ected fiscal
of fi cer and an appoi nted county engi neer, county

information officer, coroner, and sheriff.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 302.02, 302.03, 302.05, 302.081,
302. 082, 302.09, 302.10, 302.11, 302.12, 302.13, 302.14, 302.17,
302. 18, 302.19, 302.201, 302.202, 302.204, 302.21, 302.22, and
302. 24 be anended and sections 302.011, 302.012, 302.013, 302.014,
and 302. 015 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 302.011. The board of elections of any county having a
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popul ati on of 1,200,000 or nore according to the 2000 federal

decenni al census shall subnmit to the electors of the county, under

section 302.015 of the Revised Code, the question of adopting the

alternative formof county governnment known as the bl ended county

government plan as defined by sections 302.012, 302.013, and

302.014 of the Revised Code. The question shall be voted upon at

the next general election occurring not fewer than 75 days after

the effective date of this section.

Sec. 302.012. Under a bl ended county governnent plan, the

county council shall consist of seven nenbers, two of whom shal

be elected at large and five of whom shall be el ected by

districts.

In a county adopting the bl ended county governnent plan

whenever the board of county conmissioners is referred to in any

| aw, contract, or other docunent, the reference shall be deened to

refer to the county council

Sec. 302.013. Under the bl ended county governnent plan, the

chi ef executive officer shall be known as the county executive.

The county executive shall be elected at the first reqular county

general election follow ng adoption of the bl ended county

governnent plan and shall hold office for a termof four years.

Only an elector of the county is eligible to be elected as county

executive. A candidate for county executive shall be nom nated and

elected in the manner provided by general law for officers of the

county.

If the office of county executive becones vacant, the county

council shall appoint a replacenent for the unexpired term

The salary of the first individual elected county executive

shall be, for that individual's first termof office, one hundred

sixty per cent of the salary established by section 325.10 of the
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Revi sed Code for a nenber of the board of county conmi ssioners in

the county. Thereafter the county council shall fix the salary not

| ater than one vear before a termof office comences.

Sec. 302.014. Under the bl ended county governnent plan, in

addition to other county officers el ected or appointed under

general law, the fornerly elected offices of county auditor

county treasurer, county coroner, county recorder, county

engi neer, and county sheriff are elimnated and are repl aced by

the followi ng officers:

(A) The offices of county auditor and county treasurer are

conbined into a fiscal officer. The fiscal officer shall be

elected as provided in law for the county auditor. The fiscal

officer shall fulfill all the duties vested by law in county

auditors and county treasurers.

(B) The elected office of county coroner is replaced by an

appoi nted office of county coroner. The county executive shal

appoint the county coroner, subject to the approval of at |east

five nenbers of the county council. The appoi nted county coroner

shall have the sane qualifications (except election) prescribed by

law for, and shall fulfill all the duties vested by law in, county

coroners.

(C) The elected office of county recorder is replaced by an

appoi nted office of county information officer. The county

executive shall appoint the county information officer, subject to

the approval of at least five nenbers of the county council. The

appoi nted county information officer shall have the sane

qualifications (except election) prescribed by law for, and shal

fulfill all the duties vested by law in, county recorders.

(D) The elected office of county enaineer is replaced by an

appoi nted office of county engi neer. The county executive shal

appoi nt the county engineer, subject to the approval of at | east
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five menbers of the county council. The appoi nted county engi neer

shal | have the sanme qualifications (except election) prescribed by

law for, and shall fulfill all the duties vested by law in, county

engi neers.

(E) The elected office of county sheriff is replaced by an

appoi nted office of county sheriff. The county executive shal

appoint the county sheriff, subject to the approval of at |east

five menbers of the county council. The appointed county sheriff

shal | have the sanme qualifications (except election) prescribed by

law for, and shall fulfill all the duties vested by law in, county

sheriffs.

Sec. 302.015. In subnitting to the electors of a county the

question of adopting an alternative formof county governnent

known as the bl ended county governnent plan whereby two nenbers of

the county council are elected at |large and five are el ected by

districts, the board of elections shall submt the guestion in

| anguage substantially as foll ows:

"Shall the county of . . . . . . . . adopt the formof county

gover nment _known as the bl ended county governnent plan with an

el ected county executive and a county council of seven nenmbers

some elected at large and sone by districts, as provided for in
sections 302.012, 302.013, and 302.014 of the Revi sed Code?

() For adoption of the bl ended county governnent pl an.

() Agai nst adoption of the bl ended county governnent plan."

The proposition for the bl ended county governnent plan shal

establish the percentage of the annual conpensation provided in

section 325.10 of the Revised Code for county conmm ssioners that

each county council nenber shall receive as annual conpensation in

lieu of the amount provided in section 325.10 of the Revi sed Code.
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If the proposition for the bl ended county governnent pl an

fails to divide the county into county council districts, the

board of elections shall divide the county into districts in the

nanner provided in section 302.082 of the Revised Code within

forty-five days prior to the election on the question of adopting

the alternative form

At least forty-five days prior to the election thereon, the

board of county conmi ssioners shall cause a copy of the bl ended

county governnent plan to be distributed to each el ector of the

county so far as may be reasonably possible. Inmediately foll ow nhg

the canvass of the election returns, the board of el ections shal

file a certificate of the results with the secretary of state.

Sec. 302.02. An alternative formof county governnent shal
i ncl ude either an el ective county executive as provided for by
section 302.15 or 302.013 of the Revised Code or an appointive
county executive as provided by section 302.16 of the Revised
Code, and all those provisions of sections 302.01 to 302. 24,
+hetusive~ of the Revised Code, which have not been specifically
desi gnated as applicable only to the el ective county executive

pl an e+, the appointive county executive plan,_ or the bl ended

county qgovernnent pl an

The alternative formof county governnent providing for the
of fice of the el ective county executive shall be known as the
el ective executive plan, anrd the alternative form providing for
the office of appointive county executive shall be known as the

appoi ntive executive plan,__and the alternative formproviding for

the office of the elective county executive and a county counci

shall be known as the bl ended county governnment plan

Sec. 302.03. (A) The board of county comr ssioners or county
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council of any county may, by a two-thirds vote of the board or

council, as the case may be, or shall, upon petition by three per
cent of the electors of the county as determ ned by the nunber of
votes cast therein for the office of governor at the nost recent
gubernatorial election, by resolution, cause the board of

el ections in the county to submt to the electors of the county
the question of adopting one of the alternative forms of county
governnent authorized by sections 302.01 to 302.24 of the Revised
Code. The question shall be voted upon at the next genera

el ection occurring not |ess than seventy-five days after the

certification of the resolution to the board of el ections.

(B) If, in any county, a resolution is adopted by the board

of county conm ssioners or county council requiring that the

guestion of choosing a commission to frame a county charter be
subnitted to the electors thereof prior to the resolution provided
for in this section, the proposition to adopt an alternative form
of county governnent provided in sections 302.01 to 302.24 of the
Revi sed Code, shall not be submitted in that county as long as the
question of choosing such conm ssion or of adopting a charter

framed by such comm ssion is pending therein

(C Any proposition for an alternative form of county
governnent shall specify the nunber of nmenbers of the board of

county comm ssioners or _county council nenbers, how many shall be

el ected at large, e~ how nmany shall be elected by districts, or

how many shall be elected at large and by districts.

Sec. 302.05. If a majority of the votes cast on the
proposition of adopting an alternative form of county government
isinthe affirmative, then such formshall thereby be adopted and
beconme the form of governnent of the county. If nore than one
alternative formreceives a mpjority of votes cast on the

proposition in an election, the formreceiving the | argest nunber
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of votes shall be adopted. The provisions of sections 302.01 to
302. 24—inelusive of the Revised Code, as they apply to the
noni nati on and el ection of county officers, shall be in effect

i Mmedi ately. Al other provisions of sections 302.01 to 302. 24+
thelusive— of the Revised Coder- shall take effect on the first

Monday in January followi ng the next regular state el ection.

Under an alternative form whereby any nenbers of the board of
county commi ssioners or the county council are elected by

di stricts, each ceunty—ecomm-ssioner nenber shall receive, in lieu
of the annual conpensation provided by section 325.10 of the

Revi sed Code, the percentage thereof specified in the adopted

pl an.

Sec. 302.081. An alternative formof county governnent shal
i ncl ude a board of county conm ssioners, elected either at large
as provided in sections 302.04 and 302.08 of the Revised Code, or
by districts as provided in sections 302.041 and 302. 082 of the

Revi sed Code, or a county council elected at |arge and by

districts as provided in section 302.012 of the Revised Code., and

+n all those provisions of sections 302.01 to 302.24 of the

Revi sed Code, which have not been specifically designated as
applicable only in the case whereby the entire board is elected at
|arge, e+ in the case whereby any of the nenbers are el ected by

districts, or in the case whereby the nenbers are el ected at |arge

and by districts.

Sec. 302.082. (A Under all alternative forms of county
gover nnment whereby any nenbers of the board of county

conmi ssioners or _county council are elected by districts there

shal |l be a board of county conm ssioners or county council, as the

case may be, who shall have the qualifications and shall be

noni nated and el ected as provided by general |aw for boards of

county comm ssioners, except as otherw se provided for in this

Page 7

173
174
175
176
177
178

179
180
181
182
183
184

185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196

197
198
199
200
201
202
203



S. B. No. 99
As Introduced

secti on.

(B) Fhe For an alternative formof county governnent whereby

any nenbers of the board of county comm ssioners are el ected by

districts, the board shall consist of such odd nunmber of nenbers,

not | ess than three nor nore than twenty-one nenbers, as is
provided in the proposition for the alternative formthat has been
adopted. If the proposition provides for seven or nore nenbers, no

nore than half shall be elected at |arge.

Any or all districts for county conm ssioners or county

council nenbers may be nulti-nenber districts, but the division of

the county into districts for county conmi ssioners or _county

council menbers shall conformto the constitutional standards for

division of the state into districts for election of nmenbers of
the general assenbly. If the proposition for the alternative form

adopt ed provides that any county conmi ssioners or county counci

nenbers shall be elected by districts, the board of county

conmm ssioners or_county council shall, every ten years, ecerreRciRg

1941t and—every—ten—years—thereafter— divide the county into

county commi ssioner districts or county council districts, as the

case may be, using the nost recent decennial federal census.

(C The termof office of county comm ssioners or county

council nenbers, as the case may be shall be four years, except as

provided in division (C of this section. If the proposition for
the alternative form adopted changes the nunber of county

conmi ssioners or _county council nenbers, or changes the nunber of

conmi-ssioners nenbers who are elected by districts, the tota
nunber of eemm-ssteners nenbers shall be elected at the first
regular state election follow ng the adoption of the alternative
form The board of elections shall assign a nunber to each county

conmm ssioner or county council position established by the

provisions of the alternative form Candidates shall file for and

be elected to a specifically nunbered position. The odd-nunbered

Page 8

204

205
206
207
208
209
210
211

212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223

224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235



S. B. No. 99
As Introduced

positions shall be filled for a termof four years, and the
even- numbered positions shall be filled for a termof two years at

the first election and for four years thereafter.

Sec. 302.09. VWaen (A) In an alternative formof county

governnment with a board of county conmi ssioners, when a vacancy

occurs in the board of county conm ssioners or in the office of
county auditor, county treasurer, prosecuting attorney, clerk of
the court of common pleas, sheriff, county recorder, county

engi neer, or coroner nore than forty days before the next general
el ection for state and county officers, the vacancy shall be
filled as provided for in divisions (A) and (B) of section 305.02
of the Revised Code.

(B) In an alternative formof county governnent with a county

council, if a vacancy occurs in the county council or in the

offices of prosecuting attorney, clerk of the court of commbn

pleas, or fiscal officer nore than forty days before the next

general election for state and county officers, the vacancy shal

be filled as provided for in divisions (A and (B) of section

305.02 of the Revised Code. If a vacancy occurs in the offices of

county engineer, county information officer, coroner, or sheriff

t he vacancy shall be filled in the sane manner _as is provided for

t he appoi ntnent of those officers.

Sec. 302.10. The board of county conmi ssioners or county

council, as the case nany be shall determne its own rul es and

order of business and cause a journal of its proceedings to be
kept. A mgjority of the nmenbers elected to the board or counci
shall constitute a quorumto do business. No action of the board
or council shall be valid or binding unless adopted by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the nmenbers elected to the board

or _council.
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Sec. 302.11. The board of county conmi ssioners or county

council, as the case may be, shall organize on the first Mnday of

each year, by the election of one of its nmenbers as president and
one other nmenber as vice-president for terms of one year. The
president shall preside at all regular and special sessions of the

boar d.

Not wi t hst andi ng section 305.05 of the Revised Code, when the
president of the board is absent fromthe county or unable to

performhis the official duties of president, or in case of death,

resignation, or renoval, the vice-president shall act as president
pendi ng any future neeting of the board at which it may sel ect one

of its menbers to becone the president.

Except as provided by sections 302.01 to 302. 24—helusiver
of the Revised Code, the president of the board shall have all
powers and duties vested in or inposed upon the president of the

board by general | aw.

Sec. 302.12. The board of county conmi ssioners or the county

council, as the case may be, is the policy-determ ning body of the

county. Except as otherw se provided by sections 302.01 to 302. 24
tnelusive of the Revised Code, it has all the powers and duties
vested by law in boards of county comm ssioners. Al powers and
duties which may be vested by law in counties or in county

of ficers or agencies, or which nay be transferred to the county by
action of a township or nunicipality under authority of Section 1
of Article X, Chio Constitution, and which are not assigned by |aw
to any departnent, office, or body existing under the alternative
formof government in force, shall be exercised or perfornmed by
the board or council or by the departnent, office, or body

desi gnated by resolution of the board or council.

Sec. 302.13. Pursuant to and in conformity with the
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Constitution of Chio and without |limting the powers and duties
ot herwi se vested in the board of county conm ssioners, the board

or_county council nmay:

(A) Establish a departnment of finance, a departnment of human
services, a departnment of health which shall exercise the powers
and performthe duties of the general health district according to
policies established by the board of county conm ssioners or

county council notw thstandi ng Chapter 3709. of the Revised Code,

a purchasing departnent, a departnent of public works, a
departnent of |aw, a departnent of personnel, a departnent of
detention and correction, a department of water and sewers, and
such other departnents, divisions, and sections under the
supervision of the county executive, as it determ nes to be
necessary for the efficient admnistration of the county's

busi ness, and may provide for the nmerger of such departnents,

di vi si ons, and secti ons;

(B) Determine the conpensation of appointive heads of
departnments and divi si ons under the supervision of the board of

county commi ssioners or _county council and adopt by resolution a

classification plan and schedule fixing the rates of conpensation
of all classes and grades in the county service. Such schedul e
shal | provide uniformconpensation for |ike service, and may
establish nmininmumand maxi numrates for any grade of position
wi t hi n which the conpensation shall be fixed by the appointing
aut hority.

(C) Determine what officers and enpl oyees shall file bond,
and fix the anmount and form thereof and approve the surety of the

bond gi ven;

(D) Provide for the borrowing of noney in anticipation of the

coll ection of taxes and revenues for the current fiscal year;

(E) Acquire, construct, maintain, adnminister, rent, and |ease
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property including buildings and other public inprovenents as

provi ded by | aw,

(F) Cooperate or join by contract pursuant to section 302.21
of the Revised Code with any city, county, state, or political
subdi vi si on or agency thereof, or with the United States or any
agency thereof, for the planning, devel opnent, construction,
acqui sition, or operation of any public inprovenment or facility,
or for a comobn service; and nay provide the terns upon which the
county shall perform any of the services and functions of any

nmuni ci pality or political subdivision in the county;

(G Accept, in the nane of the county, gifts, devises,
bequests, and grants-in-aid fromany person, firm corporation
city, county, state, or political subdivision or agency thereof,

or fromthe United States or any agency thereof;

(H) Request periodic or special reports by the county
executive, elected officers, and adm nistrative officers and

bodi es, and may require their attendance upon its neetings;

(1) Designate the maxi mum nunber of assistants, deputies,
clerks, and other persons that nay be enployed in each of the

of fi ces and departnments of the county;

(J) Authorize the county executive to enploy experts and
consul tants in connection with the adm nistration of the affairs

of the county;

(K) Establish procedures governing the maki ng of county
contracts and the purchasing of county supplies and equi pnent by

conpetitive bidding;

(L) Exercise control over expenditures by all county
officials and promul gate and execute an all otnment schedul e
al l ocating annual appropriations for any county governnent purpose

by itemon either a nonthly or quarterly basis;
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(M By ordinance or resolution make any rule, or act in any
matter not specifically prohibited by general |aw, provided that,
in the case of conflict between the exercise of powers pursuant to
this division and the exercise of powers by a municipality or
townshi p, the exercise of power by the municipality or township
shall prevail, and further provided that the board or council may

|l evy only taxes authorized by general |aw.

Sec. 302.14. There shall be a county executive, who shall be

the chief executive officer of the county. He The county executive

shall be either an elective county executive as provided for in
section 302.15 or 302.013 of the Revised Code, or an appointive
county executive as provided for in section 302.16 of the Revised
Code.

In case of the absence or disability of the county executive

as determ ned by the board of county comr ssioners or the county

council, as the case nay be, his the county executive's duties

shall be performed during his the absence or disability by

whonsoever the board of county conmm ssioners or county counci

desi gnates by resol ution

Sec. 302.17. The county executive shall be responsible for
the proper adm nistration of the affairs of the county placed in

his the county executive's charge, and, by resolution of the board

of county conmi ssioners or county council, as the case may be, may

serve as the head of any county departnent created by the board or
council pursuant to sections 302.01 to 302. 24—inelusive~ of the

Revi sed Code, provided he the county executive has the

qualifications required by |aw

Sec. 302.18. (A) The county executive shall be the
adm ni strative head of the county and shall have all powers and

shall performall duties of an administrative or executive nature
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vested in or inposed upon the board of county conm ssioners or

county council by general |aw or by agreenment with any

nmuni ci pality or other subdivision of government of GChio and such
addi tional powers as are granted and inposed by the board or
council, and the county executive shall adninister the resolutions

of the board of county conmi ssioners or county council and the

|aws of the state relating to or required to be enforced by the
county executive's office. The county executive shall supervise
the departnments established pursuant to division (A) of section
302. 13 of the Revised Code. Al authority of the board of county
conm ssi oners under general law with respect to the adoption of
the county budget and the submission of any matter to the electors
shal | be exercised by the board of county conmm ssioners or the

county council, as the case may be, provided for under Chapter

302. of the Revised Code. Contracts between the county and ot her
agenci es of governnent shall be approved or authorized by the

board of county commi ssioners or county council

(B) The county executive, under the elective executive plan

or _the blended county governnent plan, shall exercise al

authority of the board of county conmi ssioners or county counci

to appoint, suspend, and renove all county personnel whose

appoi nt ment, suspension, and renoval was a function of the board

of county comm ssioners or county council under general |aw,
except for the clerk of the board of county conmi ssioners, the
clerk's clerical assistants, and the appointnents listed in
division (C) of section 302.18 of the Revised Code. Under the
appoi nti ve executive plan, the board of county commi ssioners shal
have the power to appoint, suspend, and renove all county

per sonnel whose appoi ntnent, suspension, and renoval was a
function of the board under general |aw, upon the reconmendation

of the county executive.

(O Appoeintrent For the elective county executive plan and
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the appointive county executive plan, appointnent of officers,
whi ch by general |aw in sections 303.04, 303.13, 305.29, 306.01,
306. 02, 329.01, 329.06, 5153.39, and 5155.03 of the Revi sed Code

is required to be made by the board of county comni ssioners, shall

be made by the county executive, under either plan, with advice
and consent of the board of county conm ssioners. The county

executive, under either plan, also shall appoint with the advice

and consent of the board of county conmm ssioners, all officers and

menbers of boards and conm ssions, other than officers of a court
or enpl oyees or other persons advisory to or subject to the

supervision of a court or judge thereof, which by general law in

sections 331.01, 339.02, 1545.02, 1545.03, 1545.04, and 1545.05 of

the Revised Code are to be appointed by a judge or judges of the

probate or conmon pleas court of the county.

(D) The county executive, under the elective executive plan

or the bl ended county governnent plan, shall have the power to

vet o any ordi nance or resolution adopted by the board of county

comm ssioners or the county council. A veto by the county

executive may apply to all or any itens of an ordi nance
appropriating noney. Certification of a veto nust be nmade by the
county executive within ten days of its adoption by the board of

county comm ssioners or _county council, and the board of county

commi ssioners or_county council may override the veto by a

two-thirds vote of all its nmenbers. Under the el ective executive

pl an bl ended county governnment plan an ordi nance or resol ution

shal | become effective upon approval by the county executi ve,
expiration of such ten days w thout approval or veto, or

overriding of a veto.

(E) The county executive shall pronote the coordination of
all county functions and for this purpose shall nake an annual

public report on the state of the county.
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Sec. 302.19. In addition to other powers and duties provided
in sections 302.01 to 302. 24—jnelusive~ of the Revised Code, the

county executive shall

(A) Prepare and reconmend to the board of county

conmi ssioners or _county council, as the case may be, the annua

tax budget and county appropriation resol ution;

(B) Keep the board or council advised of the financial

condition and future needs of the county;

(C Prepare and subnit to the board or council such nmeasures

as he the county executive deens necessary for the conduct of the

county's business;

(D) Attend neetings of the board of county conm ssioners or

county council and take part in the discussion of all matters

before the board or council

(E) Prepare and subnit to the board of county comn ssioners

or _county council, as the case may be, such reports on the

operations of any departnents, offices, and bodi es under his

county executive's control as may be required by the board or

counci| .

Sec. 302.201. If established under the provisions of Chapter
302. of the Revised Code, the departnent of |aw shall be
adm ni stered by a director of |aw who shall be an attorney-at-I|aw
admtted to the practice of lawin this state. The director of |aw
shal |l serve as |legal advisor to the board of county conmi ssioners

or _county council, as the case may be, the county executive, and

the county departnents, offices, and agencies responsible to the
board or council and the county executive. The director of |aw
shall give witten opinions as to the | aw when specifically
requested so to do by the board or council or the county

executive, act as counsel for the board or council and the county
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executive in any proceeding instituted by or against the board or
council or the county executive, and perform any other | egal
duti es assigned by the board of county comi ssioners or county

council or the county executive.

Sec. 302.202. If established under this chapter, the
department of personnel shall make and pronul gate personnel rules
that, when adopted by the board of county commi ssioners or county

council, as the case may be, after public hearing, shall be the

sol e basis for deternining the provisions and procedures of the

county personnel system

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of Chapter 124. of the Revised
Code, personnel rules adopted by the board of county comm ssioners

or county council, as the case may be, pursuant to this section,

may provide for, but need not be |inmted to, the follow ng:

(A) Cassification of all county positions, which
classification shall be based on the duties, authority, and

responsibility of each position;

(B) A pay plan for all county positions, which pay plan may
i nclude fringe benefits as nay be determined by the board of

county comm ssioners or county council, in addition to salary;

(C Certification of payrolls as to conpliance with the pay

pl an and the personnel rules;

(D) The nethod of hol ding conpetitive tests for deternining

the nerit and fitness of candi dates for appoi ntnent and pronotion;

(E) The establishnent, maintenance, and certification of

eligible lists for filling vacanci es;
(F) The order and manner in which |ay-offs may be effected,

(G The procedure for suspension and renoval of enpl oyees,
whi ch procedure shall include provisions for appeals from orders

of suspension or renoval or other disciplinary action;
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(H) The hours of work, the attendance regul ations, and the

provisions for sick and vacation | eave;

(I') Other practices and procedures necessary to the

admi ni stration of the county personnel system

Sec. 302.204. |f established under the—provisiens—ef Chapter

302. of the Revised Code, the departnment of water and sewers shall
assune all duties and performall functions related to the
operation of the county's sewer and water systens. The board of

county comm ssioners or _county council, as the case may be, may

create a board of trustees to serve at its pleasure and may assign
to such board such functions and responsibilities as are by |aw
del egated to the board of county conmmi ssioners in Chapters 6117.
and 6103. of the Revised Code as they pertain to the operation of

a county sewer systemand a county water system

Sec. 302.21. The board of county conmi ssioners or county

council, as the case may be, as provided in section 302.22 of the

Revi sed Code may enter into an agreenent with the |egislative

aut hority of any municipal corporation, township, port authority,
wat er or sewer district, school district, library district, health
district, park district, soil and water conservation district,

wat er conservancy district, or other taxing district, or with the
board of any other county, and such legislative authorities may
enter into agreenents with the board or council, whereby such
board or council undertakes, and is authorized by the contracting
subdi vi sion, to exercise any power, performany function, or
render any service, in behalf of the contracting subdivision or
its legislative authority, which such subdivision or |egislative

authority may exercise, perform or render.

Upon the execution of such agreement and within the

limtations prescribed by it, the board or council nay exercise
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the same powers as the contracting subdivision possesses with
respect to the perfornmance of any function or the rendering of any
service, which, by such agreenent, it undertakes to perform or
render, and all powers necessary or incidental thereto, as anply
as such powers are possessed and exercised by the contracting
subdi vision directly. In the absence in such agreenent of

provi sions determ ning by what officer, office, departnent,
agency, or authority, the powers and duties of the board or
council shall be exercised or performed, the board or counci
shall, within the linits of this section, determ ne and assign
such powers and duties to any officer or officers of county
government ., i ncluding the auditor, treasurer, engineer, recorder,

coroner, sheriff, fiscal officer, county information officer. and

prosecuting attorney. Any agreenent authorized by this section
shal | not suspend t he possession by a contracting subdivision of
any power or function exercised or performed by the board or
council in pursuance of such agreenent. Nor shall the board or
council, by virtue of any agreenent entered into under this
section, acquire any power to levy taxes within and in behalf of a
contracting subdivision unless approved by a majority of the

el ectors of the contracting subdi vi sion.

The boards of county conmm ssioners or county councils of any

two or nore counties may contract with each other or by contract
create any joint agency to exercise any power, perform any
function, or render any service which any board of county

commi ssioners or _county council may exercise, perform or render.

Sec. 302.22. Every agreenent entered into under sections
302.21 to 302. 24—inetusive~ of the Revised Code, shall provide,
either in specific ternms or by prescribing a nmethod for
determ ning the anmounts, for any paynents to be nade by the
contracting subdivision into the county treasury, in consideration

of the performance of the agreenent. In cases where it is deened
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practicabl e, the agreenent may provide that paynent shall be made
by the retention in the treasury of the anmounts due fromtaxes
collected for the contracting subdivision and the county auditor

and county treasurer or county fiscal officer, as the case nay be,

shall be governed by any such provision in settling the accounts

for such taxes.

Any agreenent entered into by and between two or nore boards

of county conm ssioners or county councils shall specify the

nmet hod of paynment for the joint exercise of any power, the joint
perform ng of any function, or the joint rendering of any service,
whi ch net hod of paynment shall be authorized and binding on the

counties so long as the agreenent is in effect.

Sec. 302.24. Any agreenent entered into under sections 302.21
to 302. 24—nelusive~ of the Revised Code, may provide for the

transfer to the board of county conmi ssioners or the county

council, as the case may be, of any property, real or personal

used or useful, in the performance of functions or the rendering
of services under such agreenent. Such transfer may include the
proceeds of bonds issued or to be issued by the contracting
subdi vi si on, appropriate to the powers, functions, or services
under the agreenent, such proceeds to be expended by the board or
council subject to the sane conditions as would govern the
contracting subdivision. Such transfer may convey the absol ute
title to such property, subject, in the case of the disposal or
encunbrance of such real property by the board or council, to the
consent of the legislative authority of the contracting

subdi vision; or may convey its use only, or any estate or title

| ess than absolute; may limt the power of the board or council to
di spose of such property; and may provide for its return,

di sposition, division, or distribution, in the event of the

resci ssion or expiration of the agreenent.
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Section 2. That existing sections 302.02, 302.03, 302.05, 604
302. 081, 302.082, 302.09, 302.10, 302.11, 302.12, 302.13, 302.14, 605
302.17, 302.18, 302.19, 302.201, 302.202, 302.204, 302.21, 302.22, 606

and 302.24 of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed. 607



