As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 13
2011-2012

Representative Sears

A BILL

To enact section 5111.862 of the Revised Code to
require the Director of Job and Family Services to
seek federal approval to create a prem um

assi stance conponent of the Medicaid program

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 5111.862 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 5111.862. (A) As used in this section:

"Assi stance group" nmeans a group of individuals treated as a

unit for purposes of deternmining eligibility for, and

participation in, the prenium assi stance conponent of the nedicaid

program

"Heal th benefit plan" has the sanme neaning as in section
3924. 01 of the Revi sed Code.

"Plan of health coverage" has the sane neaning as in section
3923. 282 of the Revised Code.

"Federal poverty line" neans the official poverty line as

established at |least annually by the United States office of

managenent and budget pursuant to section 673(2) of the "Conmmunity

Services Block Grant Act.," 95 Stat. 511 (1981), 42 U.S.C. 9902(2),
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as anended.

(B) The director of job and fanily services shall subnit to

the United States secretary of health and human services a request

for a nedicaid waiver to create a prem um assi Stance conponent of

the medicaid program If the United States secretary grants the

wai ver, the director shall establish the preni um assi stance

conponent in accordance with this section and the terns of the

wai ver.

(O (1) For an assistance group to qualify for the prenium

assi stance conponent, all of the foll owi ng nust apply:

(a) The assistance group nust have countabl e incone not

exceedi ng three hundred per cent of the federal poverty line.

(b) EFach nenber of the assistance group. while participating

in the premi um assi stance conponent, nust be enrolled in a health

benefit plan or plan of health coverage.

(c) If the health benefit plan or plan of health coverage in

whi ch the assistance group is enrolled is sponsored by an enpl oyer

of a nenber of the assistance group. the enpl oyer nust contribute

not less than fifty per cent of any prem um charged for the

assi stance group's enrol |l nment.

(d) The assistance group nust neet all other eligibility

requi renents for the premnm um assi st ance conponent established in

rul es adopted under section 5111.85 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) No assistance group shall be denied eligibility for the

prem um assi stance conponent due to either of the follow nag:

(a) The anpunt of the assistance group's resources:;

(b) That no nenber of the assistance droup qualifies for any

ot her _conponent of the nedicaid program

(D) The prenium assi stance conponent shall subsidize the

premiumfor enrollnent in a health benefit plan or plan of health
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coverage charged an assi stance group participating in the

conponent. The subsidy shall range fromtwenty to eighty per cent

of the premiumas determ ned using a sliding scale established in
rul es adopted under section 5111.85 of the Revised Code. The

sliding scale shall be based on an assi stance group's countabl e

i ncone_and the nunber of nenbers of the assistance group. The

subsidy shall not cover any portion of the prem umfor which an

enpl over of a menber of the assistance group is responsible. The

prenm um assi stance conponent shall not pay the costs of any

deducti bl es, copaynents, or other cost-sharing expenses, other

than the premum for which the assistance group i s responsible

under the health benefit plan or plan of health coverage.

(E) No menber of an assistance group may participate in the

prem um assi st ance conponent and anot her conponent of the nedicaid

program cont enpor aneousl y. A nenber of an assi stance group who

neets the eliqgibility requirenents for the prem um assi stance

conponent _and one or _nore other conponents of the nedicaid program

shall choose whether to participate in the pren um assi stance

conponent or the other conponent or conponents for which the

nenber is eliqgible. The nedicaid programshall not pay for the

costs of any nedical assistance, other than the preni um subsidy,

provided to a nmenber of an assi stance group participating in the

prenm um assi stance conponent., including nedical assistance that is

not covered by the health benefit plan or plan of coverage in

which the nenber is enrolled but is covered by anot her conponent

of the nedicaid programin which the nenber could participate if

not for the nenber's participation in the prem um assi stance

conponent .
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