As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 150
2011-2012

Representatives Gardner, Sears

A BILL

To enact sections 306.322 and 306.55 of the Revised
Code to create an additional procedure for
subdivisions to join a regional transit authority
that levies a property tax and that includes a
county having a popul ati on of at |east 400,000 and
to allow a subdivision that is a nenber of such a
regional transit authority to withdraw fromthe

authority.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 306. 322 and 306.55 of the Revised

Code be enacted to read as foll ows:

Sec. 306.322. (A) For any regional transit authority that

| evies a property tax and that includes a county having a

popul ation of at |east four hundred thousand according to the nost

recent federal census., the procedures of this section are in

addition to and an alternative to those established in sections

306.32 and 306.321 for joining to the regional transit authority

addi tional counties, nunicipal corporations, or townships.

(B) Any county, nmunicipal corporation, or township may adopt

a resolution or ordi nance proposing to join a regional transit

authority described in division (A of this section. Inits

resolution or ordinance, the political subdivision nay propose
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joining the regional transit authority for a limted period of

three vears or without a tine limt.

(C) The political subdivision proposing to join the reqgional

transit authority shall submit a copy of its resolution or

ordi nance to the board of the county conm ssioners of each county,

the leqgislative authority of each nunicipal corporation, and the

board of trustees of each township conprising the regional transit

authority. Wthin thirty days of receiving the resol ution or

ordinance for inclusion in the regional transit authority, the

board of the county comm ssioners of each county, the |eqgislative

authority of each nunicipal corporation, and the board of trustees

of each township shall consider the guestion of whether to include

the additional subdivision in the regional transit authority,

shall adopt a resolution or ordi nance approving or rejecting the

i nclusion of the additional subdivision, and shall present its

resolution or ordinance to the board of trustees of the reqional

transit authority.

(D) If a mpjority of the political subdivisions conprising

the regional transit authority approve the inclusion of the

additional political subdivision, the board of trustees of the

regional transit authority, not |later than the tenth day follow ng

the day on which the | ast ordi nance or resolution is presented,

shall notify the subdivision proposing to join the regiona

transit authority that it may certify the proposal to the board of

el ections for the purpose of having the proposal placed on the

ball ot at the next general election or at a special election

conducted on the day of the next primary el ection that occurs not

| ess than seventy-five days after the resolution or ordi nance is

certified to the board of el ections.

(E) Upon certification of a proposal to the board of

el ections pursuant to this section, the board of el ections shal

neke the necessary arrangenents for the subm ssion of the guestion
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to the electors of the territory to be included in the reaqgional

transit authority qualified to vote on the question, and the

el ection shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the sane

manner _as requl ar elections for the election of officers of the

subdi vi sion proposing to join the regional transit authority,

except that, if the resolution proposed the inclusion without a

time linmtation the question appearing on the ballot shall read:

"Shall the territory withinthe ....... ... ... . ... . . ......

(Nane or nanes of political subdivisions to be joined) be added to

.................................. (Nane) reqgional transit

authority?" and shall a(n) .......... (here insert type of tax or

taxes) at a rate of taxation not to exceed ..... (here insert

neximumtax rate or rates) be levied for all transit purposes?”

If the resolution proposed the inclusion with a three-year

tinme limtation, the question appearing on the ballot shall read:

"Shall the territory withinthe ......... .. . . . . . . & . . .0 .0...

(Nane or nanes of political subdivisions to be joined) be added to

.................................. (Nane) regional transit

authority?" for three vears and shall a(n) .......... (here insert

type of tax or taxes) at a rate of taxation not to exceed .....

(here insert maximumtax rate or rates) be levied for all transit

pur poses for three years?"

(F) |If the question is approved by at least a majority of the

el ectors voting on the question, the addition of the newterritory

is immedi ately effective, and the regional transit authority may

extend the levy of the tax against all the taxable property within

the territory that was added. |If the gquestion is approved at a

general election or at a special election occurring prior to the

general election but after the fifteenth day of July, the reqional

transit authority may amend its budget and resol uti on adopted

pursuant to section 5705.34 of the Revised Code, and the |evy

shall be placed on the current tax list and duplicate and
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collected as other taxes are collected fromall taxable property

within the territorial boundaries of the reqgional transit

authority, including the territory within the political

subdi vi sion added as a result of the election. If the budget of

the regional transit authority is amended pursuant to this

par agr aph, the county auditor shall prepare and deliver an anended

certificate of estinmated resources to reflect the change in

antici pated revenues of the reqgional transit authority.

(G |If the question is approved by at least a majority of the

el ectors voting on the question, the board of trustees of the

regional transit authority immediately shall amend the resol ution

or _ordinance creating the reqgional transit authority to include

the additional political subdivision

(H 1f the guestion approved by a mapjority of the electors

voting on the guestion added the subdivision for three yvears, the

territory of the additional county., mnunicipal corporation, or

township in the regional transit authority shall be renoved from

the territory of the reqgional transit authority three vears after

the date the territory was added. as determined in the effective

date of the election, and shall no |onger be a part of that

authority without any further action by either the politica

subdi visions that were included in the authority prior to

subm tting the question to the electors or of the politica

subdi vi sion added to the authority as a result of the el ection.

The regional transit authority reduced to its territory as it

existed prior to the inclusion of the additional county. nunicipa

corporation, or township, shall be entitled to |levy and coll ect

any property taxes that it was authorized to |levy and coll ect

prior to the enlargenent of its territory and for which

aut hori zation has not expired, as if the enl argenent had not

occurr ed.
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Sec. 306.55. Beginning July 1, 2011, any county. municipa

corporation, or township that has created or joined a reqional

transit authority that levies a property tax and that includes a

county having a popul ation of at |east four hundred thousand

according to the nost recent federal census. nmay withdraw fromthe

regional transit authority in the manner provided in this section.

The board of county conmi ssioners, |leqgislative authority of the

nuni ci pal corporation, or board of township trustees of the

townshi p proposing to withdraw shall adopt a resolution to submt

the question of withdrawing fromthe regional transit authority to

the electors of the territory to be withdrawn and shall certify

the proposal to the board of elections for the purpose of having

the proposal placed on the ballot at the next general election or

at a special election conducted on the day of the next primary

el ection that occurs not |less than seventy-five days after the

resolution is certified to the board of el ections.

Upon certification of a proposal to the board of el ections

pursuant to this section, the board of elections shall make the

necessary arrangenents for the subn ssion of the question to the

electors of the territory to be withdrawn fromthe reaqgional

transit authority qualified to vote on the question, and the

el ection shall be held, canvassed, and certified in the sane

manner _as reqular el ections for the election of officers of the

subdi vi sion proposing to withdraw fromthe regional transit

authority, except that the guestion appearing on the ballot shal

r ead:

"Shall the territory withinthe ....... ... . . . . . . . . . .. ....

(Nane of political subdivision to be withdrawn) be w thdrawn from

.................................. (Nane) regional transit

aut hority?"

If the question is approved by at least a majority of the
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el ectors voting on the question, the withdrawal is effective one

vear fromthe date of the certification of its passage.

The board of elections to which the resolution was certified

shall certify the results of the election to the board or

legislative authority of the subdivision that subnitted the

resolution to withdraw and to the board of trustees of the

regional transit authority fromwhich the subdivision proposed to

wi t hdr aw.

If the question of withdrawing fromthe regional transit

authority is approved, the power of the regional transit authority

to levy a tax on taxable property in the withdraw ng subdivision

term nates, except that the authority shall continue to | evy and

collect taxes for the paynent of indebtedness within the territory

of the regional transit authority as it existed at the tinme the

i ndebt edness was i ncurred.

Upon t he passage of the guestion proposing the w thdrawal of

any subdivision froma regional transit authority, the board of

trustees of the regional transit authority shall ascertain,

apportion, and order a division of the funds on hand, credits,

noneys, and taxes in the process of collection, except for taxes

| evied for the paynent of indebtedness, and real and persona

property, either in noney or in kind, between the authority and

the withdraw ng subdivision on any equitable basis consistent with

the resolutions creating the authority and any agreenents between

the w thdraw ng subdivision and the authority, taking into

consideration the prior contributions of the wthdraw ng

subdi vi si on
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