As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 166
2011-2012

Representative Phillips

Cosponsors: Representatives Murray, Carey, Garland, Clyde

A BILL

To anend sections 4765.30 and 4765.55 of the Revised
Code to require the State Board of Emergency
Medi cal Services to notify EMS and firefighter
personnel in witing when their certifications are

due for renewal

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 4765.30 and 4765.55 of the Revised

Code be amended to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4765.30. (A)(1) The state board of energency nedica
services shall issue a certificate to practice as a first
responder to an applicant who neets all of the follow ng

condi ti ons:

(a) Except as provided in division (A)(2) of this section, is
a volunteer for a nonprofit energency nedi cal service organization

or a nonprofit fire department;

(b) Holds the appropriate certificate of conpletion issued in

accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(c) Passes the appropriate exam nation conducted under
section 4765.29 of the Revi sed Code;
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(d) I's not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;

(e) Meets any other certification requirenments established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revi sed Code.

(2) The board may waive the requirenment to be a volunteer for
a nonprofit entity if the applicant neets other requirenents
established in rules adopted under division (B)(3) of section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code relative to a person's eligibility to

practice as a first responder.

(B) The state board of emergency nedical services shall issue
a certificate to practice as an energency nedi cal technician-basic

to an applicant who neets all of the follow ng conditions:

(1) Holds a certificate of conpletion in energency nedical
services training-basic issued in accordance with section 4765. 24
of the Revi sed Code;

(2) Passes the exam nation for emergency nedica
t echni ci ans- basi ¢ conduct ed under section 4765.29 of the Revised
Code;

(3) I's not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;

(4) Meets any other certification requirenents established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revi sed Code.

(CO The state board of energency nedical services shall issue
a certificate to practice as an energency nedi ca
techni cian-i ntermedi ate or energency nedi cal technician-paranedic

to an applicant who neets all of the follow ng conditions:

(1) Holds a certificate to practice as an energency nedi cal

t echni ci an- basi c;

(2) Holds the appropriate certificate of conpletion issued in

accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revi sed Code;
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(3) Passes the appropriate exam nation conducted under
section 4765.29 of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter or

the rul es adopted under it;

(5) Meets any other certification requirenments established in

rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revi sed Code.

(D) Acertificate to practice shall have a certification
cycl e established by the board and may be renewed by the board
pursuant to rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. Not later than sixty days prior to the expiration date of an
individual's certificate to practice, the board shall notify the

i ndi vi dual of the scheduled expiration by nmailing a witten

notification to the individual at the individual's residence.

An application for renewal shall be acconpani ed by the
appropriate renewal fee established in rules adopted under section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code, unless the board wai ves the fee on
determ ni ng pursuant to those rules that the applicant cannot
afford to pay the fee. Except as provided in division (B) of
section 4765.31 of the Revised Code, the application shall include

evi dence of either of the follow ng:

(1) That the applicant received a certificate of conpletion
fromthe appropriate enmergency nedi cal services continuing

educati on program pursuant to section 4765.24 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) That the applicant has successfully passed an exani nati on
that denonstrates the conpetence to have a certificate renewed
wi t hout conpleting an enmergency nedi cal services continuing
educati on program The board shall approve such exam nations in
accordance with rul es adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code.

(E) The board shall not require an applicant for renewal of a

certificate to practice to take an exami nation as a condition of
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renewi ng the certificate. This division does not preclude the use
of exam nations by operators of approved energency nedi cal

servi ces continuing education prograns as a condition for issuance
of a certificate of conpletion in energency nedical services

conti nui ng educati on.

Sec. 4765.55. (A) The executive director of the state board
of enmergency nedi cal services, with the advice and counsel of the
firefighter and fire safety inspector training comrttee of the
state board of energency nedical services, shall assist in the
est abl i shment and mai nt enance by any state agency, or any county,
township, city, village, school district, or educational service
center of a fire service training programfor the training of al
persons in positions of any fire training certification |evel
approved by the executive director, including full-tinme paid
firefighters, part-tinme paid firefighters, volunteer firefighters,
and— fire safety inspectors in this state. The executive director
with the advice and counsel of the conmittee, shall adopt rules to
regul ate those firefighter and fire safety inspector training
prograns, and other training prograns approved by the executive
director. The rules may include, but need not be limted to,
training curriculum certification exam nations, training
schedul es, m ni mum hours of instruction, attendance requirenents,
requi red equi pnment and facilities, basic physical requirenents,
and nmet hods of training for all persons in positions of any fire
training certification | evel approved by the executive director,
including full-tine paid firefighters, part-tinme paid
firefighters, volunteer firefighters, and fire safety inspectors.
The rul es adopted to regulate training progranms for vol unteer
firefighters shall not require nore than thirty-six hours of

trai ni ng.

The executive director, with the advice and counsel of the

conmttee, shall provide for the classification and chartering of
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fire service training prograns in accordance with rul es adopted
under division (B) of this section, and nay take action agai nst
any chartered trai ning programor applicant, in accordance with
rul es adopted under divisions (B){)(5) and 51(6) of this

section, for failure to neet standards set by the adopted rules.

(B) The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the firefighter and fire safety inspector training commnttee of
the state board of emergency nedical services, shall adopt, and
may amend or rescind, rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code

that establish all of the follow ng:

(1) Requirenents for, and procedures for chartering, the

training prograns regulated by this section;

(2) Requirenents for, and requirenments and procedures for
obtai ning and renewi ng, an instructor certificate to teach the
trai ning prograns and continui ng education classes regul ated by

this section;

(3) Requirenments for, and requirenments and procedures for
obtai ning and renewi ng, any of the fire training certificates

regul ated by this section;

(4)(a) Arequirenent that the board mail witten notification

to an individual at the individual's residence not |ater than

sixty days prior to the expiration date of the individual's fire

training certificate;

(b) A requirenment that the board annually nmil to the chief

of each fire departnent in the state., a list of fire training

certificate expiration dates for each individual providing

fire-fighting services in that departnent. As used in this

division, "fire departnent"” has the nmeaning defined in section
146. 01 of the Revised Code.

(5) Grounds and procedures for suspending, revoking,

restricting, or refusing to issue or renew any of the certificates
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or charters regulated by this section, which grounds shall be

linited to one of the follow ng:

(a) Failure to satisfy the education or training requirenments

of this section;
(b) Conviction of a felony offense;
(c) Conviction of a m sdeneanor involving noral turpitude;

(d) Conviction of a m sdeneanor comritted in the course of

practi ce;

(e) In the case of a chartered training program or applicant,
failure to neet standards set by the rul es adopted under this
di vi si on.

£53(6) Gounds and procedures for inposing and collecting
fines, not to exceed one thousand dollars, in relation to actions
taken under division (B){4-(5) of this section agai nst persons
hol ding certificates and charters regulated by this section, the
fines to be deposited into the trauma and energency nedi cal
services fund established under section 4513.263 of the Revised
Code;

£63(7) Continuing education requirenments for certificate
hol ders, including a requirement that credit shall be granted for

i n-service training prograns conducted by | ocal entities;

A-(8) Procedures for considering the granting of an
ext ensi on or exenption of fire service continuing education

requirements

£83(9) Certification cycles for which the certificates and

charters regulated by this section are valid.

(C The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the firefighter and fire safety inspector training commnttee of
the state board of energency nedical services, shall issue or

renew an instructor certificate to teach the training prograns and
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conti nui ng education classes regulated by this section to any
applicant that the executive director determines neets the
qualifications established in rules adopted under division (B) of
this section, and may take disciplinary action against an
instructor certificate holder or applicant in accordance with

rul es adopted under division (B) of this section. The executive
director, with the advice and counsel of the commttee, shal
charter or renew the charter of any training programthat the
executive director determnes neets the qualifications established
in rules adopted under division (B) of this section, and nay take
di sciplinary action against the holder of a charter in accordance

with rul es adopted under division (B) of this section.

(D) The executive director shall issue or renew a fire
training certificate for a firefighter, a fire safety inspector
or another position of any fire training certification |evel
approved by the executive director, to any applicant that the
executive director determ nes neets the qualifications established
in rules adopted under division (B) of this section and may take
di sciplinary actions against a certificate holder or applicant in

accordance with rul es adopted under division (B) of this section.

(E) Certificates issued under this section shall be on a form
prescribed by the executive director, with the advice and counsel
of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training comittee of

the state board of enmergency nedi cal services.

(F) (1) The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the firefighter and fire safety inspector training comittee of
the state board of emergency nedical services, shall establish
criteria for evaluating the standards nmi ntai ned by other states
and the branches of the United States mlitary for firefighter,
fire safety inspector, and fire instructor training prograns, and
other training prograns recogni zed by the executive director, to

det erm ne whether the standards are equivalent to those
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establ i shed under this section and shall establish requirenents
and procedures for issuing a certificate to each person who
presents proof to the executive director of having satisfactorily

completed a training programthat neets those standards.

(2) The executive director, with the commttee's advice and
counsel, shall adopt rules establishing requirenments and
procedures for issuing a fire training certificate in lieu of

completing a chartered trai ning program

(G Nothing in this section invalidates any other section of
the Revised Code relating to the fire training academnmy. Section
4765. 11 of the Revised Code does not affect any powers and duties

granted to the executive director under this section

Section 2. That existing sections 4765.30 and 4765.55 of the

Revi sed Code are hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. A volunteer firefighter whose fire training
certificate expired, who did not renew the certificate, and who
neets all of the following criteriais entitled to apply for and
obtain a fire training certificate in the sane manner, and by
neeting the sanme requirenments, as if the firefighter had applied

for renewal of the certificate before its expiration

(1) The firefighter is a "volunteer firefighter" as defined
in section 4765.01 of the Revi sed Code;

(2) The firefighter received a certificate under forner
section 3303.07 or section 4765.55 of the Revi sed Code;

(3) The firefighter was a duly appointed nenber of a fire

departnment; and

(4) The firefighter has provided to the Executive Director of
the State Board of Energency Medical Services an affidavit stating
that the firefighter did not renewthe firefighter's fire training

certificate because the firefighter was unaware of the requirenent
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to do so that was established by rule pursuant to Sub. H B. 401 of 235
the 126t h CGeneral Assenbly. 236

This section expires six nonths after its effective date. 237



